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Introduction 


To realise the full potential of your life, to fill it with 
optimum joy and to lead a truly successful life is your inalien- 
able right, provided, of course, that you understand the oorrect 
mode of living and the rules and etiquettes of a successful 
life ; moreover, not only should you be acquainted with these 
rules and etiquettes, but you should also be constantly striving 
to adorn and civilize your life by translating these rules into 
practice.' Civility and good manners, dignity and courtesy, 
neatness and purity, prudence and discretion, organization 
and discipline, keen aesthetic sense, magnanimity and nobility 
of temperament, sympathy and consideration, mildness and 
pleasaut speech, hospitality and humility, selflessness and 
sacrifice, lustlossness and sincerity, fortitude and perseve- 
rance, sense of responsibility and industry, fear of God and 

piety, reliance on God and bold initiative these are the 

magnificent features of a truly Islamic life, which throw a halo 
of attraction round the graceful lives of the pious men and 
make their personalities charismatic ; so much so that not only 
the Muslims but even the non-Muslims are irresistibly drawn 
to them and the common mind is forced to the conclusion that 
the humanistic culture which confers on mankind such invalu- 
able manners and etiquettes for adoring and reforming life and 
infusing it with charisma, is like air and light, the common 
patrimony of mankind. This humanistic culture, therefore, is 
worthy of adoption by the entire humanity so that ail human 
beings may individually and colleotively build up a successful 
life order. This will not only make their aarthly life a haven 



of contentment and comfort, felicity and joy, peace and 
tranquillity, but also secure in tho world Hereafter all that is 
essential for a successful and redeemed life. The Etiquettes of 
Islamic Life is an attempt to present these etiquettes and 
manners of Islamic culture in conventional book form. This 
work which represents a pattern of life ordered in the light of 
tho teachings of the Book of God, the precedent of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), the 
guidance provided by the immortal deeds of our forbearers and 
the Islamic taste and temperament, contains five important 
chaptors : 

Chapter I — Manners and Culture 
Chapter II — True Submission 
Chapter III — Good Society 
Chapter IV — Propagation of Religion 
Chapter V — Sense of Devotion 

Under these chapters, Islamic manners and etiquettes 
relating 1 »* all aspects of human life have been explained in a 
style whit IS *K characterized by : — 

* an impressive arrangement of material ; 

* plain and easy language ; 

* lucid and eloquent explanations ; 

* thought provoking arguments and ; 

* rhetorical diction. 

It is hoped that this manual of Etiquettes of Islamic Life will, 
by the grace and beneficence of Allah, prove useful for readers 
belonging to all age-groups and classes. Brethren and sisters 
devoted to Islam are expected to adorn their personal lives with 
these precious rules and prayers as well as strive to reform and 
mould the morals, habits and conduct of the younger genera- 
tion along sound lines. They should try their utmost to im- 
press upon the youngsters the value of learning these rules and 
prayers by heart. 

The life adorned with these etiquettes will not only be 
acclaimed with reverence and admiration in this world but will 
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also be deemed worthy of reward and favour in the hereinafter. 

Reference to important works which have been consulted 
during the preparation of this book are indicated at . appro- 
priate points within the test. I pray to the Venerable and 
Exalted Allah to favour this humble attempt with His approval 
and enable the Muslims to order their lives in conformity with 
these rules and etiquettes. They should foster an inclination, 
yoarning and zeal for Islam in the hearts of people. This manual 
should serve as an effective means of attracting the people to 
the true religion of God, and that it should be deemed a basis 
for tho author’s redemption. May God reward all those serving 
the cause of Islam with His favour also whose valuable works 
have been drawn upon in tho preparation of this Book. (Amin) 


30th August, 1967. 


MUHAMMAD YUSUP ISLAHI 



Manners and Etiquettes 


Etiquettes of 

* Neatness and Parity 

* Maintenance of Health 

* Dress 

* Eating and Drinking 

* Way -faring 

* Travelling 

* Sorrow and grief 

* Fear and harassment 

* Joy and jubilation 


Hadrat Jabir (God be pleased with him) stated : "One 
day the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) visited our home to see us. Ho (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) beheld a man who had dishevelled his hair 
and was covered all over with dust. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : "Has this fellow no 
comb with which to set his hair !" And the Holy Prophet’s 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gaze fell on another 
man who wore very dirty garments. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah he upon him) observed : "Can’t this man 
procure even that thing with which to wash his clothes clean." 


(Miahkat dl-Maaahih) 
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Purity and 
Neatness 


Allah’s favourites are those who make constant efforts to 
remain pure and neat. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) haB observed : “Purity and neatness 
are half of faith”. In other words, Faith partly consists in 
cleansing one’s soul and partly in keeping physically clean and 
pure. The purity and neatness of soul implies cleansing the 
soul of all impurities such as infidelity, polytheism, sin and 
vice, and embellishing it with righteous beliefs and pure 
morals. The purity and neatness of the body denotes keeping 
it clear of all external filth and adorning it with neatness and 
good manners. 

1. On waking up, clean your hand before putting it in a pot 
of water. You never csn tell where jour hands lay during 
sleep. 

2. Do not discharge urine on the floor of the toilet, especially 
when it is made of soil. 

3. When passing Btools or urine, do not sit facing the direc- 
tion of Qiblah, nor with your back to Qiblah. Having 
relieved yourself, use a clod or water to clean the private 
parts or purify yourself with water only. Do not use 
the dung, hone or charcoal for cleaning purposes. When 
the private parts have been cleaned, scrub your hands 
with soap or earth and wash them. 

4. Do not sit down to eat when your bowels are under 
pressure. Relieve yourBelf of urine or stool, before eating. 
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5. TJae your right hand in eating as veil as in performing 
ablution. For cleaning the private parts of the body or 
for clearing the nose, use your left hand only. 

6. Discharge urine on soft ground, so that its drops do not 
splash around. Always pass the urine in a sitting posture. 
However, if the condition of the ground or some' real 
hardship prevents from sitting down, you may urinate in 
a standing posture. Otherwise, in normal circumstances, 
it is a very dirty habit and should be strictly avoided. 

7. Do not sit down to answer the call of nature on the 
riverside, the quay, on the thoroughfares or in shaded 
places. Such a practice causes inconvenience to othors 
and is derogatory to rules of propriety and good manners. 

8. Put on shoes and cover your head with a cap etc. before 
going to the lavatory and read the following prayer on 
your way : 

^ ib j y.| J| 

Allahumma innl a'udhu bika minal khubthi teal khaba’ith. 

(Bvkhari-Muelim) 

“God 1 1 seek thy Protection againBt the devils of the 
masculine as well as the feminine species.” 

(Bukhari-M ualim) 

On emerging from the lavatory, read this prayer : 

> — i „ • . , • S i Jt „ 

i <jLJ» 

Alhamdu lillahi-l-ladhi adhaba ‘annil adha wa'&fanl. 

(NisSi, Ibn-e-Majah) 

“I thank the Lord who relieved me of the burden and 
granted me ease.” (A r asai, lbn-e-Majah) 

9; Discharge your nose or phlegm with care in a spitoon, 
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or do so in a place out of the sight of people. 

10. Avoid patting yoar finger in the nostrils and clearing 
the wax of your nose too often. Clear the nose and clean 
it well out of the sight of people, whenever the need 
arises. 

11. Strictly avoid the practice of spitting phlegm into the 
folds of a handkerchief and rubbing them together. This 
is a despicable habit and muBt he avoided except when 
it cannot he helped. 

12. While chewing betel le«f, do not talk in euoh a manner 
as to splash saliva on the person you are talking to, thus 
causing discomfort to him. If you chew tobacco or betel 
leaf frequently, you should take great care in observing 
the rules of oral hygiene. Beware also, lest you should 
talk with your mouth too dose to the person addressed. 

13. Perform ablution with great care and try to keep in a 
state of ablution most of the time, if not at all hours. 
Where water is not available, you may perform 
Tayammum. Recite : 

Bismillah hirrahma nirrahim. 

‘In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most 
Merciful. 

at the beginning of ablution and say the following prayer 
in the course of its performance : 

01 j dL tjJti S/ <J)I VI <J1 V ol 

jn* j J a-LP 
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Ashhadu an la ilaha illallahu t vahdahu la aharika lahu 
iva ashhadu anna Muhammadan 'abduku wa rasuluhu. 
Allahumm aj’alni minal-tawvabina waj'alnl min-al- 
mutatahhirin. ( Tirmizi ) 

"I bear witness that there is no god save Allah and 
He has no partner. And I testify that Muhammad is the 
servant of God and His Messenger. God 1 Join me with 
those people who repent most and take great care in keeping 
themselves pure and clean”. 

When the ablution- is over, say the following prayer : 

cji vi <ji v oi liii ioLL j pn 

, 4*JJI j I) 

Subhanah-allakumma tea bihamdika ashhadu an la ilaha 
ilia anta astaghfiruka wa atttbu ilaika. (Nasai) 

“God 1 Thou art Pure and Supreme in Thy Praisewor- 
thiness. I testify that there is no deity beside Thee. I 
seek Thy forgiveness and I appeal to Thee.” 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“The emblem of my Ummah oh the Day of Judgement 
will be that their foreheads and other parts of the body 
on which ablution is performed will be radiant with light. 
Hence whosoever wishes to enhance his light is free to do 
so." (Bukhari, Muslim) 

14. Brush your teeth with miswak (twig) regularly. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon hiin) 
has affirmed : 

“ I would have decreed the brushing of teeth with a 
miswak (twig) during all ablutions but for the inconvenience 
it would have caused to the Ummah”. 
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On one occasion, some people arrived to see the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
Their teeth were stained with yellow grease. On observing 
their teeth the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) urged them to form the habit of using 
miswak. 

15. You must bathe at least cnce a week. Make it a point 
to bathe on Friday and join the Friday congregation in 
clean and neat dresB. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 

“Discharging of trust leads to Paradise”. The compan- 
ions (God be pleased with them) submitted : “0 Apostle of 
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! What is 
meant by Trust ?” 

The Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“Allah has appointed no greater trust than cleansing 
oneself of impurity by taking bath". Hence a person must 
take bath when he needs one. 

16. Do not go into or pass through the mosque in a state of 
impurity. If no alternative is available, perform the 
Tayammum before entering the mosque or passing 
through it. 

17. Dress your hair with oil and comb. Trim the overgrown 
hair of your beard with scissors ; apply collyrium to your 
eyes ; and clip your nails and keep finger-nails clean. 
Adorn yourself with propriety, simplicity and moderation. 

18. Cover your face with a handkerchief on sneezing, so that 
the excretion is not splashed on to anyone else. After 
sneezing say : 

Alhamdu lillah 
“Praise be to Allah” ! 



IS 

The listener should say : 

4)1 ilU 9-J-i 

Yarhaviukallah. 

“May Allah show you Mercy” 1 
In response to this, you should rocite : 

< 0)1 

Yahdikallah. 

“May Allah guide yon”. 

19 The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
' him' wm very fond of perfume. After performing the 
toilet on arising from sleep, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) invariably used perfume. 



Maintenance 
of Health 


1. Health is not only a great blessing of God but also 
a valuable trust from the Almighty. Regard your 
health as of great value and take every care to safe- 
guard it. Health once lost is hard to recover. As the 
little worm eats into the books and destroys great libraries, 
similarly a little negligence or an ordinary sickness ruins 
the life. To neglect the rules of hygiene and to be indifferent 
towards the proper maintenance of health is callous, even 
«8 it is an act of ingratitude to the Almighty. The 
essence of human life is reason, morality, faith and 
knowledge. It is only the physical health which ensures 
the proper functioning of human faculties of reason, 
morality, faith and knowledge. In fact, physical health 
is the basio factor in the development of mind and the 
growth of reason ; it is also a pre-requiBit e for the perform- 
ance of Bublime acts of morality and the discharge of 
religious obligations, A weak and sick body has a feeble 
mind whose faculty of reason cannot but be unsound and 
utterly hopeless. When life is devoid of longing and 
ardour ; when there is no courage and the will is weak ; 
when the pasBions have cooled down and are exhausted — 
such spiritless existence is a drag on the infirm body. The 
true believers have to perform lofty deeds in life and dis- 
charge heavy responsibilities of state. It is imperative, 
therefore, that they should have robust physiqu e, sturdy 
intellect and sound mind, firm will, high morale and a 
life full of spirit, enthusiasm and sublime passions. 
Healthy and spirited individuals make dynamic nations 


1 & 
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and BUch nations by offeriug supreme sacrifices- in the 
struggle for existence achieve a pre-eminent position and 
are a living symbol of the value and dignity of life. 

2. You should always be cheerful, glad, alert and active. 
Make your life well-ordered, elegant, and ’healthy by 
means of good living, cheerful manners, joyful smiles and 
lively disposition. Avoid sorrow, anger, grudge or anxioty, 
envy, jealousy, slander, narrow-mindedness ; don’t lose your 
spirits and keep your mind clear of all complexes. 'These 
moral ills have an adverse effect on the digestive system 
and a defective digestive system is the major cause of poor 
health. The Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : 

“Lead a simple life ; adopt moderate habits and keep 
yourself cheerful”. (Miahkat) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) once saw an old man who was dragging on 
supported on either side by two of his sons. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) en- 
quired : “What has happened to this old man J” The 

people told him : “This' man had vowed to travel to the 

House of God on foot”. . The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “It is not the 
will of God that this old man should tormenfhimself” and 
then urged the old man to ride towards his destination. 

Had rat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) once saw 
a youth walking along slowly like a sick man. ‘Umar 
(God be pleased with him) stopped the youth and enquired ; 
“What sickness afflicts you” l He replied : “I am not 
ailing”. Thereupon ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) took 
hold of a whip and threatening him with ic said to the 
young fellow : “Walk on the way energetically with firm 
foot”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to walk with a firm foot and stepped on 
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the ground as if he were descending a slope. 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Haritb (May God be pleased with 
him) reportB : 

“I never met a man who smiled more often than the’ 
Prophet of God”. (Tirmidhl) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) taught the following prayer to his people and 
you should say this prayer more often : 

J pi*' a* 

#|Ju» i j 

Allahumma a'udhu bika min-al-hammi wal-huzni 
wal-'ajzi wal-kasli wa dala'id&aini wa ghaldbal-ir-rijtll. 

“0 Allah 1 I seek refuge in Thee from the anxiety and 
grief from inability and sloth, from the burden of in- 
debtedness and the domination of men”. 

x ( Bukhari , Muslim) , 

3. Ho not lift more burden than your strength can bear. 

Ho not waste your physical energy. It is obligatory that 
you should save and protect your physical strength and 
use it with moderation according to your capability. 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) reports that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 

“Act as much as is within your strength, for the Lord 
will not feel wearied but you will get weary”. {Bukhari) 

Hadrat Abu Qais (God be pleased with him) reports 
that he went, to see the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) when the Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah upon him) was delivering a sermon. 
Hadrat Abu Qais stood waiting in the sun. At the bidding 
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of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) he stepped into the Bh&de. (Al-Adab Al-Mufrad) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) forbade that a person should be standing in a 
position where a part of his body is under the shade and 
the other part in the sun. 

A lady of the tribe Bahia, Hadrat Mujiba (God be 
pleased with her) relates : 

“Onco my father called on the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) to seek religious 
knowledge. Having learnt some important matters about 
religion, my fathor returned home. A year later, he again 
wont to see the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah 
bo upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah bo upon him) found it impossiblo to recognize his 
visitor. Upon this, my fathor submitted : “O Prophet 
of God ! Don't you remember me ?” The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said : “No, I 
do not recognise you. Introduce yourself’’. My father 
submitted : “I belong to the tribe of Bahia. I came to 
see you last year also". The Jloly Prophet (peace and 
blossings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Why are you 
in Buoh a bad shape 1 When you came here last year you 
were in a much better state and looked fine”. My father 
replied : “Since our last meeting, I have been continuously 
observing fasts. I eat only at night”, The Holy Prophet 
(peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “It 
was utterly needless for you to torment yourself and 
ruin your health”. Then the Prophet (peaoe and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) urged my father, “You should keep 
fasts during the whole of the month of Ramadan and in 
addition observe fast for one day during each month”. 
My father submitted : “O Prophet of God (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon you) 1 Permit me to keep more 
faats”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) enjoined : “Yoa should observe two fasts 
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during each month”. My father asked permission for 
more. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said : ‘‘You can keep three fasts during each 
month”. My father entreated for a furthor addition in 
the number of fasts. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) replied : “Well thon, you may 
observe fasts' during sacred months each year and then 
leave a gap. You may follow this course every year”. 
While observing this, the Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) made a sign with throe fingers, 
joined them and moved them apart. 

The point that the Holy Prophet (pcaco and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) wanted to bring home to his visitor 
was that he should observe fasts during the months of 
Sajab, Dhiqa'dah and Dhulhijjah and Joavo a gap in fast- 
ing during the intervening years). The Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has ailirmod : 

“It does not behove a believor to. degrade himself”. 
The poople enquired “In what manner does a believer 
degrade himself V The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : “He subjects himself to 
intolerable sufferings and thus degrades himself” 

(Tirmidhi) 

4. You should always be industrious, energetic, hard-working, 
painstaking and bold in your daily life. You should form 
tho habit of facing all forms of hardship and tackling with 
the most difficult situations. Prepare yourself to lead the 
hard and simple life of a Mujahid (a fighter in the service 
of True Faith). Don’t be ease-loving, careless, delicate, 
indolent,- voluptuous, timid and a materialist. While 
despatching Hadrat Mu'adh b. Jabal (God bo pleased with 
him) as Governor of Yemen, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah b 3 upon him) gave bim tho following 
instruction : 

“Mu'adh! Deny yourself the love of ploasure, for tho # 
servants of God are not pleaaur e-seekers”. {Miehkat) 
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Hadrat Abu Umama (God be pleased with him) reports 
the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) as haring said : 

“Simple living symbolises true Faith”. ( Abu D&wud) 

The life of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was ever a simple and hard one, like 
a Mujahid. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) took care to preserve his physical 
energy and strived to enhance it. The Prophet (peaoe and 
blessings of Allah be upon him> also liked to swim, for 
this sport proves the best physical exercise. Once the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
some companions (God be pleased with them) were swimm- 
ing in a pool. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) arranged the companions in pairs of 
two and desired that each man should swim towards his 
partner. Hadrat Abu Bakr (God be pleased with him) 
was paired with the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) swam towards Abu Bakr (God be 
pleased with him) caught him and held him by the neck. 

HorBe was the Prophet's (peaoe and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) favourite riding animal. The Holy Prophet 
(peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself tended 
his horse. He used to rub and clean the mouth of his 
horse with his own sleeve. He would tie the hair pf its 
mane into knots and used to Bay : 

“Goodness remlins attached to its forehead till Dooms- 
day”. 

Hadrat 'Uqba (God be pleased with him) reports that 
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 

“Learn archery and horse-riding. I like the archers 
more than the horse-riders. He who learns the art of 
shooting arrows and then gives it up has paid scant regard 
to a Divine blessing”. Ddxoud] 
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Had rat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) 
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) stated : 

“He who guards the soldiers of Islam against danger 
in the night passes a night better than Shab Qadr”. 

In an address to his companions, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “A 
time will come when the other nations will fall upon my 
followers as diners scramble over food”. Someone enquired: 
“0 Prophet of God (peace apd blessings of Allah be upon 
you)! Will our numbers so dwindle that other people will 
join forces in order to annihilate us ?” The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) answered : 
“Not that your numbers will be small. In fact you will be 
much larger in number, but then your number will carry 
no weight, just as so many straws floating in flood- tide are 
weightless. Your enemies will no longer fear you. 
cowardice will creep into your hearts”. At this point 
a man enquired : “O Prophet of God (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon you) ! What will be the cause of this 
cowardice” 1 The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “The cause will be that you 
will grow to love the worldly life and hate death”. 

Had rat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) reports 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“He who holds the reins of his horse firmly and rides 
to service the cause of Islam, lives the best life. From 
whichever spot the news of threat to the cause of Islam 
reaches him, he mounts his steed and rushes thither. He 
is so fearless of death as if he is after it”. {Muslim) 

Women should also lead hard and strenuous life. They 
should perform a'l household chores with their own hands. 
They should form the habit of being active and train 
themselves to bear hardships. They should abstain from 
being work-shy, indolent or voluptuous. They should raise 
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their children ao as they learn to be sturdy . energetic and 
tough from the very beginning of their lives. Even when 
there are servants in home, do not encourage your 
children to depend on them for odd jobs. Teach children 
to cultivate the habit of self-help. The ladies of the 
companions of the Holy Prophet used to perform house- 
hold tasks with their own hands. They would work in the 
kitchen ; they would grind at the millstone ; they fetched 
water for use in the home, washed clothes, sewed and led a 
strenuous life. In the hour of need, they took the responsi- 
bility o.f rendering medioal aid co the wounded in the 
battl«*fiold and supplied water to the fighting forces. Hard 
work keeps woraon fit ; it ensures the purity of their 
morals and the good example of the mothers serves as a 
model for character-building of their children. From the' 
Islamic point of view, a good wife is the one who keeps 
herself busy in housekeeping tasks. She should be so 
engrossed in household activities that signs of exhaustion 
due to hard work, the blackness of the kitchen and the 
soot of fire-smoke should be evident from her face. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon bim) 
has Btated : 

“I and the woman whose ohoeks are besmeared with 
kitchen smoke will bo close together on the Day of Resur- 
rection”. (While saying this, the Prophet made a sign by 
joining his index finger with the middle finger) . 

6. Be an early riser. Keep your sleeping hours within limits 
of propriety. Don’t sleep little, for in that case your body 
will not get proper *rest and your limbs will feel exhausted 
and weary. On the other hand, do not sleep for long 
hours, for in that case you will beoome lazy and inactive. 
Follow the maxim 

“Early to bed and early to rise” should be your motto 
of life. 

Get up early in the morning and offers prayers to God. 
Go for a stroll into the field or garden aud relax there. 
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The freBh air of the morning has a salutary effect on health. 
Make it a point to do some light exercise daily according to 
your physical strength and endurance. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blossinga of Allah be upon him) liked to divert 
himself by visits to the gardens. He used to go for a 
stroll in the garden once in a while. The Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade to remain 
awake and engage in conversation after ‘Isha’ (night prayer) 
and observed : 

“Only that person is permitted to remain awake after 
‘Isha’ who is either engaged in talk concerning religion 
or has to discuss some important matter with the members 
of his household”. 

7. Learn self-control. Keep, your passions, fancies, desires 
and lusts under control. Guard against your ideas getting 
distracted or your eyes going astray. Peace of mind and 
contontment of the heart evaporate when the passions 
are given free rein and eyes begin to wander astray and 
the faces of such people lose all the beauty, grace and 
attractivenoss of a youthful man. Having lost these 
attributes, these persons prove to be timid, weak-minded 
and cowards in every sphere of life. 

The HoJy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has stated : 

"To cast a lascivious eye iB the adultery of eyes and 
shameless talk is the adultery of tongue. Your lust presses 
a demand on you and your genitals either affirm or oontra- 
diot this demand”. 

A sage observes : 

“O Muslims ! Keep away from sin. Sin entails six 
evils ; three evils relate to this world and the other three 
are concerned with the eternal world. Those evils that 
relate to this world are these : 

* Boauty and grace vanish from the face of man. 
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* The man is seized by the torment of poverty and 

destitution. 

* It shortens the life of man. 

8. Save yourself from intoxicants. They affect the brain 
as well as the stomach. Liquor, of course, is forbidden, 
but you should refrain from using all other things having 
an intoxicating effect. 

9. Observe the rules of simplicity and moderation in all your 
activities. In physical labour, mental exertion, marital 
relations, eating, drinking, sleep and rest, anxiety, 
merriment, recreation, worship, walking and conversation 

in short, in all your activities always follow a middle 

course, and regard it as the main source of virtue and well- 
being. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) haB said : 

“How wonderful it is to he moderate in the midst of 
plenty ! And what a fine thing it is to follow a middle 
course in deprivation, and what a better course it is to he 
moderate in offering prayers’*. 

(Mutnad Bazazj Kanz aU'Amdl) 

10. Eat at the proper time. Abstain from over-eating. Don’t 
munch all the. time. Take food only when you feel the 
appetite and stop eating before your stomach is filled, 
so that you should still feel slightly hungry when the 
meal is over. You must never indulge in over-eating. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 

“The believer fills only one intestine while the non- 
believer eats to fill seven intestines”. ( Tirtnidhi ) 

Good health depends on proper functioning of the stomach. 
Over-eating makes the stomach sick. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has explained 
this point in an allegory as follows ; 



“The stomach serves as a cistern. The veins receive 
their Jife-blood from this reservoir. Hence if the stomach 
is healthy, the veins will be irrigated with the juices 
of health, and in case the stomach is ill, the veins will 
only suck the juice of sickness". (Bathaqt) 

Persuading the people to be abstemious in taking food 
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 

“One man’s dinner is sufficient for two”. 

11. Always eat simple fare. Eat whole wheat bread. Do 
not eat while the food is piping hot. Avoid spiced and 
pungent foods and have no unnecessary craving for tasty 
delicacies. 

Make it a point to eat simple, easily digestible, 
nourishing and healthful diet. Do not crave for delicious 
foods or foods that leave a pungent taste on the tongue. 
The Hply Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) preferred whole-wheat bread. He did not like bread 
made of soft flour or thin JoaveB. He never ate while 
the food was piping hot, but waited till it cooled. 
Referring to the eating of food while it is piping hot, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) some- 
times observed : 

‘God has not ordained us to eat fire’ 
and Borne other time he would say : 

“There is no virtue in eating piping hot food”. 

Meat (especially joints of leg, pieces of neck and flesh of 
the backside) was the Prophet’s (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) favourite food. In point of fact, meat 
is an important and essential food for the nourishment 
of body and for forging a bold attitude of mind ; and the 
believers should always be bold of heart and sturdy in 
passion. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has affirmed : ♦ 
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"The person who died without fighting in the cauBe of 
Allah and had no desire for such fight has in a way died 
in the state of hypocrisy”. (Muslim) 

Eat in perfect peace of mind and in a relaxed mood and 
chew the food well. Avoid eating in a mood of sorrow, 
anger, anxiety or perplexity. The food that is eaten in 
a cheerful snd peaceful state of mind nourishes the body, 
whereas food that is gulped down in a state of anxiety 
or grief has an adverse effect on the stomach and affords 
no strength to the body. Don’t be silent, sad or woe-bogone 
while taking meals nor show undue mirth by raising loud 
guffaws. Laughter during meals proves fatal sometimes. 

Talk and laugh with moderation while taking meals. 
Eat in a pleasant and cheerful mobd and offer thanks to 
the Almighty for His Blessed Provisions ; and when ill, 
take every precaution with regard to your meals. 

Umme Mundhir (may God be pleased with her) relates : 


“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) once visited me. Bunches of date-fruit were 
hanging in the home. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) plucked the fruit and started 
eating it. Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) did the 
same. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him), however, forbade ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) 
and said : “You have just recovered from illness ; you 
should not eat this fruit*'. So ‘Ali (God be pleased with 
him) stopped. Meanwhile, the Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) continued to eat the fruit”. 
Umm Mundhir (God be pleased with her) further relates : 
“Later, I cooked some barley and beet-root. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said 
to ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) : “ ‘Ali, take this. This 
food will do you good”. ( Skama'il Tirmidki) 


When he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
had a guest at meals, he (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to prompt the guest repeatedly to eat 
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more and until lie had eaten to his fill and insisted on tak- 
ing no more, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) then stopped to prompt him”. 

During meals, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) used to be engaged in amiable talk 
and maintained an atmosphere of joy and cordiality. 

13. Take a nap after the the mid-day meal and go for a stroll 
after dinner. Avoid strenuous physical and mental okertion 
immediately after the meala. There is a well-known maxim 
in Arabic which runs thus : 

.jlra) l£J^J ' •( 

Taghadda Tamadda, Tn'asheha Tamaahsha. 

“Stretch out after the midday meal and take a stroll 
after taking dinner”. 

14. Take good care of your eyes. Don’t expose your eyes 
to glaring light. Don’t set your gaze upon tho sun. Don’t 
read in either faint or intense light. Always study under 
a clear and soothing light. Avoid keeping yourself awake 
for too long. Protect your eyes from filth arid dust. Apply 
collyrium to your eyes and always try to keep your eyes 
clean. Go for a walk in the fields, gardens and green 
pastures and amuse yourself. The Bight of greenery has 
a pleasant effect on eyes. Guard against casting evil 
glances, for this practice will dim the sparkle of your eyes 
and your genoral health will decline. Tho Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has said : 

“Your eyes have a right on you*. 

It is, therefore, incumbent upon a believer to value 
this Divine blessing. He should use this blessing according 
to the will of the Almighty. He should be particular about 
the protection of his eyes and keeping them clean. He 
should use all means which may be of benefit to his 
eyes and avoid everything that may cause injury to them, 
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Similarly, the true believer should take care to preserve the 
strength of other limbs and organs of his body. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 

“0 people 1 Yon should apply collyrium to your eyes. 
It clears away all wax from your eyes and helps in the 
growth of hair”. (Tirmidhi) 

15. Be careful about dental hygiene and protect your teeth. 
Clean teeth keep you fresh, produce a good effect on diges- 
tion and cleanliness makes the teeth firm too. Form the 
habit of cleaning your teeth with a miswak (twig) ; use 
dental powder also. Don’t spoil your teeth by too frequent 
chewing of betel leaf or using tobacco. Clean your teeth 
well after every meal. 

Unclean teeth cause various diseases. It was customary 
with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) that on getting op from sleep, he used to clean 
his teeth with a miswak (twig). ( Agreed upon) 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God bo pleased with her) states : 

"We used to keep the water for ablution and the miswak 
(twig) ready for the use of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). By the will of God when 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
got up from sleep he used to clean his teeth with the 
miBwak (twig). Later, he performed ablution and then 
offered prayers”. (Muslim) 

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) has reported 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“I have already laid much stress upon the need to 
clean your teeth with miswak (twig)”. (Bukhari) 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) relates that 
the Holy Pro phot (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) stated : 

"The miswak (twig) cleans the mouth and the Lord is 
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pleased by this act of cleanliness”. (tfasS’f) 

The Prophet (peace and bleBBings of Allah be npon 
him) is reported to have said : 

“Had I not' considered it a great inconvenience for 
my Ummah, I would have enjoined people to brush their 
teeth with a miswak (twig) before each prayer”. 

(Abu Dawud) 

Some Muslims once came to see the Holy Prophet 
(peace and bleumgi of Allah be npon him). Their teeth 
were unclean and were encrueted with yellow grease. Notic- 
ing this, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) said to them : "Your teeth look so yellow 1 
You should clean them with a miswak”. (Afusnad Ahmad) 

16. When the need arises to answer the call of nature fulfil it 
promptly. Delay in answering the call of nature afreets the 
brain and the stomach badly. 

17. Pay full attention to keeping yourself pure, clean and 
tidy. The Holy Qur’an says : 

“God’B favourites are those who take great care in 
keeping themselves pure and clean”. (At-Tauba) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has said : 

“Cleanliness and purity are the half of Faith 

In view of the great importance of cleanliness and 
purity, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has given detailed injunctions about neatness and 
has stressed the need for observing purity and cleanliness 
in every matter. ' Keep all articles of food under cover. 
Protect them from being soiled and keep the flies away. 
You should have clean utensils. Keep your dress and bed- 
covers tidy and spotlessly clean. Keep your body clean 
by performing ablution and taking a bath. Cleanliness of 
body, neatness of dress and tidiness of all articles of use 
is refreshing and pleasant for the soul. The body also 



feels delightfully fresh. On the whole purity and neatness 
have a salutary effect on human health. 

Hadrat ‘Adi b. Hatim (God be pleased, with him) 
stated : 

“I always remain in state of ablution for each Salat 
(prayer) since I embraced Islam”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) once asked Hadrat Bilal (God be pleased with 
him) : “How did you manage to reaoh Paradise before 
mo yesterday?” Hadrat Bilal (God be pleased with him) 
submitted : “Whenever I proclaim the call for prayer, I 

invariably offer two Bak'ats of Salat (prayer) and as soon 
as I am not in in a state of ablution, I perform ablution 
afresh and try to remain in this Btate always”. 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) reports 
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) as having said : 

“It is God’s right upon every Muslim that he should 
take bath once a week and wash his head and body”. 

(Bukhari) 



Etiquettes 
of Dress 


1 , You should wear a dress which covers and protects your 
body and meets the requirements of modesty, honour and 
virtuo. Your dress should also be an expression of culture, 
elegance and beauty. In respect of this blessing, God says 
in the Holy Qur’an : 
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Yabanl Adama qad anzalna alatkum libasan t/uwdri 
tsauatilcum wa Tisha. 

“O children of Adam ! Wc have sent unto you raiments 
to conceal your shame and to serve as protection and 
decoration”. (7:26) 

As a matter of fact the word ‘Rish’ in the verse, liter- 
ally means tho wings of the bird. The wings of a bird 
lend beauty and grace to it and also serve as a means 
of protection for its body. The word, however, is com- 
monly used when referring to beauty, elegance and 
fine dress. Of course the purpose of dress is to lend 
beauty and grace and to servo as protection against- 
climatic effects. But the foremost use of dress is to 
cover private parts of the body. Allah has inculcated 
modesty and diffidence iu the nature of man. It was for this 
reason that when Hadrat Adam and Had rat Hawwa (Eve) 
(peace be on both of them) were deprived of the elegant 
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robes of Paradise, they began to use leaves of trees to 
cover their bodies. Hence consider this as the principal 
use of dress and choose a dress which conforms to the 
requirements of modesty. You should also make sure that 
your dress, besides affording adequate protection against 
climatic conditions, should also bo of suoh a style that it 
should lend an aura of grace, elegance and culture to your 
personality. Do not wear dreBa of a style which should 
make you an object of ridicule or provoke satirical com- 
ments among the people. 

2. You should keep in mind while putting on clothes that 
dress is a blessing which Allah has conferred on man only. 
It has boon denied to all other living creatures. Offer 
thanks to Allah for this special favour and blessing. 
Endowed as you are with this distinctive bounty, you 
should never act oontrary to the decrees of Allah or show 
ingratitude. Dress is a romarkable favour from the Lord. 
While putting on dress, re-kmdle this feeling in your heart 
and express your sense of gratitude in the words which 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had taught to the believers. 

3. Piety is the best apparel. Piety signifies purity of soul 
as well as righteous physical appearanoe. In other words 
you should wear dress of the kind which the Shari'ah has 
prescribed for the believers, which doeB not display arro- 
gance or pride, which does not lend a feminine air to men 
nor a masculine appearance to women. The dress should 
be an emblem of your righteousness and devotion to God. 
The women Bhould strictly conform to the rules set by 
Shari'ah in respect of female dress and men muBt observe 
the laws of Shari'ah with regard to male dress. 

4. Put on a new dress with feelings of joy. Name the cloth 
and acknowledge the munificence and blessing of Allah. 
Inspired by a sense of gratitude to the Lord, recite the 
prayer which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 

be upon him) used to offer while putting on a new dress. 
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Hadrat Abu Sa'id Khudr! (God be pleased with him) 
reports : "Whenever the Holy prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) put on a new dress, head dress 
shirt or a sheet covering, he used to recite the following 
prayer and insert the name of the garment in the 
recitation : 
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Allahumma lakal hatndu anta kusaulanlhi as’aluka 
khairahu wa khaira ma suni'a lahu wa a'udhu bika min 
sharrihi wa aharri ma auni‘a lahu. (Abu-Dawud) 

O God 1 Unto Thee belongeth all praise. Even as Thou 
hast clothed me in this (garment), I ask of Thee the good 
thereof, and the good of that whorefor it hath been made, 
and I seek refuge in Thee from the evil thereof, and the 
evil of that wherefor it hath been made. 

The prayer bears the following meaning : God ! Grant 
me the favour to use the dress whioh you have bestowed 
on me for the same purposes which you deem righteous. 
Grant me the favour to cover my modesty with this dresa 
and to protect my soul and body against immodesty and 
shamelessness. Grant me the favour to make it a means 
of adornment and grace for my body. God ! Grant me the 
favour to eschew displaying ostentation, pride or arroganoe 
in dress and let me not transgress the bounds Bet by you 
in the use of dress by your slaves, both men and women. 

Hadrat ‘ Umar (God be pleased with him) stated : 
"The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : "Whosoever puts on a new dress and has 
means, should give away his old dress to the poor. On 
wearing a new dress, a person should recite the following 
prayer ; 
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Alhamdu lillah-il-ladkl kasdni mu uwari bihi 'auratl 
wa atajammalu bihi fl hayatl, 

Praise be to God Who clad me with that wherewith 1 
coyer my shame, and wherewith I adorn myself in my life. 

Whosoever reads the above prayer at the time of 
patting on a new dress, Allah will keep him under His care 
and proteotion in this life and in the life Hereinafter”. 

(Tirtnidhi) 

6. Take care to put on the dress with the right aide first. 
While putting on the shirt, kurta, shervani or coat, wear 
the right sleeve first. Similarly while putting on a pyjama 
enter the right foot first. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) while putting on the shirt 
used to wear the right sleeve first and then put the left 
arm into the left sleeve. Similarly, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to put the 
shoo on his right foot first and then wore the left shoe. 
On taking off his shoos, the Holy Prophet (peaoe and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) first took oflf his left foot 
and then the right one. 

6. You must shake the garments before putting them on, 
lest there be deadly iaseot hidden in them which might 
cause you harm. Tho Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was once wearing socks in a jungle. 
He put on a sock and was intending to put on the second 
one when a orow dived and carried oflf the sock. The crow 
soared to a great height and dropped the sock on the 
ground. - The shock of landing threw out of the sock a 
snake which fell at some distanoe. On seeing this, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
offered thanks to Allah and observed ; “It is the duty of 
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e very Muslim that on intending to wear socks, he should 
shake them first”. (Tabarani) 

7. Wear white dress. White dresB is ideal for men, especially. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : "Wear white dress. It is the best. You 

ought to wear white cloth in life and bury your dead in a 
shroud made of white cloth’*. [Timtdki) 

On another occasion, the' Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : "You should 
wear white clothes, for the white cloth stays cleaner and 
put your dead in white coffins . 

The phrase 'white cloth stays cleaner* implies that 
white jsloth shows off 'the slightest stain instantly, which 
a person may clean immediately. If the cloth is dyed, the 
st ains will not be seen instantly. Hence a person will not 
pay immediate attention to wash a dyed garment. 

It is recorded in Sahih. Bukhari that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to wear 
white clothes. In other words, he (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) not only liked to put on white dress 
himself, but also enjoined upon the male members of his 
Ummah to wear white clothes. 

8. The length of your pyjama, Iungi should fall above the 
ankles. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) holds such people as hopelesB, the deprived ones 
and deserving of severe torment who out of pride and haug- 
htiness let their pyjamas or lungis fall below their ankles. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessingB of Allah be upon 
him) has affirmed : "There are three types of people with 
whom God shall not speak on the Doomsday, nor look at 
them, nor will He admit them to Paradise after purifying 
them; rather God shall ordain a painful torment for them”. 
Hadrat Abu Dhar Ghifari (God be pleased with him) 
submitted: "0 Apostle of Allah (peace and pleasing# of 
Allah be upon you) who are these deprived and unfortunate 
people ?” The Holy Prophet (peace and plessings of Allah 



be upon hi mi observed : 

“Firstly, he who out of pride and haughtiness lets, his 
‘lower garments fall below his ankles. 

Secondly, the man who reminds others of the favours, 
he has done to them. 

And thirdly, the one who wishes to promote his 
business by misrepresentation on oath”. ( Muslim ) 

Relating a personal anecdote, Hadrat ‘Ubaid ibn 
Khalid (God be pleased with him) says : ‘‘I was onoe 
walking in the holy city of Medina when a voice said from 
behind: ‘Lift up your lower garment — by so doing a man not 
only guards himself from physical filth but also from the 
impurity of soul”. Looking over my sholuder, I saw the 
Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
I submitted : “0 Apostle of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon you) ! It is a simple sheet of cloth that I 
am wearing. How can it show haughtiness and pride V* 
The Holy Porphet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : “Is it not obligatory for you to follow my 
example 1” On hearing these words of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), my eyes at 
once fell towards his lower garment and I saw that the 
length of his garment fell to the middle of his calf”. 

The Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observation that ‘by keeping the length of his pyjama 
or lower garment above the ankles the man is guarded against 
not only physical dirt but also impurity of soul, is highly 
significant. It implios that when the length of a garment 
falls below the ankles, it gathers filth from the ground and 
becomes dirty. Soiled clothes are always offensive to a 
person of neat and clean taste. Moreover, the habit of 
wearing garments whose length falls below the a nkles 
betrays arrogance and pride and . these two evils are 
symptoms of the impurity of soul. These considerations 
apart, the Qur’anic injunction ‘The life of the Prophet is 
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the best example for you to follow’ should suffice for a 
pious believer. 

According to a tradition roported by Abu Dawud, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has given warning of terrible punishment for this offence. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : "The pious believer should wear the 
length of his ‘lower garment* up to the middle of his calf ; 
there is no harm If the length falls to the ankles ; but any 
part of the length which falls below the ankles shall 
burn in the fire. And on the Doomsday, God shall not even 
look at the man who out of pride and arrogance wears an 
apparel whose length falls below his ankles”. 

9. Do not wear silk. Garments of silk are befitting for 
females only. The Holy Prophet (peaco and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has strictly forbidden men to wear 
female dreBs or to pnt on effiminate airs. 

Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) 
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : ‘‘Do not wear silk garments, 
for he who wears them in this world shall not wear them in 
the next” ( Bukhari , Muslim). The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah bo upon him) once observed to 
Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him): 

“Cut this silk cloth 1 into scarves and distribute them 
among theBe Fatimas 2 .” ( Muslim ) 

1) This cloth had been sent as a gift from the ruler of Okaidar and 
Dooms. 

2) ‘Fatimahs’ refers to following three illustrious ladies : 

(i) Fatimah Zehra (God be pleased with her), favourite daughter 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and the wife of Hadrat. ‘Ali (God be pleased with him). 

(ii) Fatimah bint Asad (God bo pleased with her) august mother 
of Hadrat Ali (God be pleased with him). 

(iii) Fatimah (God be pleased with her) the daughter of Hadrat 
Hamza, the uncle of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). 



This also shows that silk dress is desirable for women. 
It was for this reason that the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) urged Hadrat 'Ali (God 
be pleased with him) to cut the silk cloth into scarves for 
the ladies, otherwise the cloth could have been used for 
some other purpose. 

10. Women should not wear thin dress which Bhould make 
their forms visible, nor should they put on a tightly fitting 

ress which might make their figures prominent and 
alluring. In this way, they would be exposing their 
bodies, despite having worn garments. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has warned 
such immodest women of dire punishment. 

Women who are nude in spite of having garments on 
them who allure others and are allured by others shall 
be consigned to Hell. Their heads are awry like the 
humps of the Balcht (cJ*) camels because of their coquet- 
tish posture. These women shall not enter Paradise, nor 

Bhall enjoy the sweet odour of Paradise, although the 
sweet odour of Paradise can be savoured from a long dis- 
tance off . ( Ri'yad-ua-Salihin ) 

On one occasion, Hadrat Asma’ (God be pleased with 
her) arrived in the presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) wearing thin clothes. On 
seeing her, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessirigs of Allah 
be upon him) turned his face at once and observed : 

“Asma* when a woman comes of age it is not lawful 
for her to expose any part of her body except face and 
hands”. 

11. Whep wearing a Tehbund or pyjama do not lie down or sit 
in such a posture as to make prominent or lay bare any 
part of your body. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) has observed : “Do not walk with 
one shoe on. Do not squat with one knee raised while 
you are wearing a Tehbund. Do not eat with your left 

1. A»heet of sloth worn os a lower garment. 
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hand. Do not wrap up your whole body in a sheet in 
such a manner as to make it impossible for you to move 
your hands freely for performing your work or for offering 
prayers. Do not lie flat and put one leg over the other 
lest it should uncover your body. 

12. Men and women should not adopt the same fashions in 

dress. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) affirmed : “Allah sends curses on those men 
who adopt feminine fashions and Allah curses such women 
who adopt a masculine style". {Bukhari) 

HAdrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
states : “The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has pronounced a curse upon a male who 
puts on female dress and has cursed a female who dresses 
herself in masculine fashion”. {Abu Duwiid) 

Someone once mentioned to Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be 
pleased With her) that there was a certain woman who 
woro masculine shoes, whereupon Hadrat * A’isha (God bo 
pleased with her) observed: “The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah lie upon him) has pronounced a curse 
upon such women who adopt masculine habits”. 

13. The women must cover themselves with a scarf and keep 
their head and bosom veiled. They should not wear 
scarf of such transparent stuff as to reveal their hair. The 
scarf is meant to veil the beauty of the person. God 
ordains in the Holy Qur’an : 

s > t s , , _ . , f 
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Waly&dribna bikhumurihinna ‘aid juyubihinna. (24 : 31) 
“And draw their veils over their bosoms”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) ouco received fine Egyptian voil. He (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) out out a piece and 
handing it to Wahya Kalbi (God be pleased with him) 



observed : “Cat a piece and make a shirt for yourself 
and give the other piece to your wife to use as a scarf, but 
tell her to stitch another layer of cloth under it so that 
her form may not be exposed to view”. (Abil Dawud) 

Bearing this clear injunction of the Holy Book and 
Sunnah in mind, you should scrupulously follow the purport 
of Divine Command. Do not make a mockery of the 
Ordinance of Allah and His Messenger (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) by wearing only a small strip of 
cloth around your neok. 

Hadrat ‘A'isha (God be pleased with her) states : 
“When this injunction was revealed, the women discarded 
thin garments. They out their scarves out of ooarae 
cloth”. {Abu D&wud) 

14. Dress yourself in keeping with your means and status. 
Do not dress up to show off vanity and to display an 
attitude of haughtiness towards others or to make an 
indecent Bhow of your affluence. On the other hand, your 
dress Bhould not cost more than your means permit, for 
thus you will be guilty of the sin of extravagance. Do 
not look shabby and orest-fallen so as to make an impres- 
sion of penury and helplessness upon others. Do not 
make a Bhow of destitution, despite having everything, 
.put on proper, suitable and neat garments in keeping with 
your means and position. Some people appear destitute 
by wearing rags or patohed garments and oontider it 
piety or virtue. Moreover, they view those who put 
on clean and neat dress as worldly-minded and irreligious. 
This conception of religion is wholly fallacious. Hadrat 
Abu al-Hasan ‘ Ali Shazli (God be pleased with him) was 
once clad in very fine clothes. A destitute Sufi took excep- 
tion to this elegant turn out of Hadrat Shazli (God be 
merciful to him) and remarked : “What need have the 
servants of God to put on such elegant dress ?” Hadrat 
Shazli (God be merciful to him) answered : “Brother, I 
have put on this elegant dress to express my gratitude 
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and homage to the Grand and Magnificent Allah, Your 
shabby appearance is a show of misery. You appear as 
if you were begging alms from the people”. In reality, 
virtue does not consist in wearing rags, patohed garments 
or clothes of inferior quality, nor does it require wearing 
luxurious apparel. The ingredients of virtue are the pious 
intentions and right thinking of the man. The truth is 
that every man should adopt a moderate and balanced 
attitude in all matters in consonance with his means and 
position. He should not let his soul grow dull by putting 
on destitute airs, nor should he display vanity and pride 
•by wearing resplendent garments. 

Hadrat Abul Ahwas (God be merciful to him) reports a 
tradition from his father, “Once I went to the presence 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). I was then clad in very ordinary and mean dress. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) asked me : “Do you possess wealth and means ?” 
I submitted : “Yes, I do”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) then enquired : “What 
kind of goods do you possess!” I submitted: “Allah 
has blessed me with all kinds of goods, camels, cows, goats, 
horses besides slaves”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : * ‘When Allah 
has blessed you With wealth and means, your person should 
manifest His Bounty and Favour”. ( Mishkat ) 

The implication is that when God has conferred 
ample means to you, why do you put on the garb of a 
beggar and destitute person ? This is an act of ingratitude 
to God. 

Hadrat Jabir reports : “Once the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) visited our house to 
see us. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
chanced to see a man who was covered all over with dust • 
his hair was dishevelled. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Does this 



m an possess no oiunb will, which to sot his heir !" The 

Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
then happened to see a man who was clad in a dirty dr.ss^ 
whereupon tlie Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : "Does this man not possess 

even that (soap etc.) with which to wash his ulothey to . 

A man submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon bi.n), "O Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon yon) ! I like to have 

hue clothes and 1 like to dress my hair with oil, and wear 

nice shoes ’ In this manner, he named several niceties 

he was fond of and oven mentioned that he wished that 

his lash should also he of the best quality. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) listened 

to his conversation and then observed : "All those things 

are desirable,and God views this line taste with favour' . 

(Musladrak Hakim) 

Hadrat 'Abdullah t). ‘Umar (God bo pleased with him) 
states •' "f submitted to the Holy Apostle of Allah: 
•0 Apostle of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
von) I Would I he guilty of vanity and haughtiness if f 
wore fine and me, clothes 1” The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of of Allah ho upon him) observed i “No, 
it is elegant to wear moo dross and elegance of dress 
, a ii i ” (Ji>n Majah) 

pleases Allah . v 

The following tradition has also been reported by 
Hadrat 'Abdullah b. 'Umar (God be pleased with him) : 
"The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : Put on both garments when saying prayers 
(in other Words, dross yourself in full suit). Man owes 
it to God more than to any one else that he should go 
into His presence in his best apparel and the neatest 
state". iMilkha, 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Mas'ud (God be pleased with 
him) states : "The Holy Prophet (peace and hissings of 
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Allah be upon him) observed : He who has a little bit of 
pride in his heart shall not enter Paradise”. A man sub- 
mitted : “Every man wishes that he should put on fine 
clothes and wear nice shoes”. The Holy Prophet {peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “God 
Himself i9 Graceful and elegance pleases Him. In other 
. words, elegant dress does not connote haughtiness. 
Haughtiness consists in ignoring the rights of others and 
looking down upon others as mean and base”. {Muslim) 
15. Observe good taste and propriety in dress and make-up. 
It is improper and offensive to good taste to go about 
with shirt unbuttoned at the chest, to wear buttons with- 
out' proper arrangement, to roll up one leg of the trousers 
and keep the other down, to walk with one shoe on or to 
keep the hair dishevelled. 

One day, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was seated in the mosque when a man 
with dishevelled hair and unkempt beard came into his 
presence. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) made a gesture with his hand towards the 
roan signifying that he should go and set the hair of his 
head and beard. The man went away and returnod having 
settled his hair in better shape. Whereupon the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
remarked : “Isn’t it better to look elegant and exquisite 
than to wear unkempt hair ? A man with dishevelled 
hair wears the look of the dovil”. ( Mishkat ) 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
Btates : "The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
he upon him) observed : No one Bhould walk with one 
shoe on ; either wear both shoes or take off both”. 

(Tirmidhl) 

It is in the light of this tradition that the ‘Ulama have 
forbidden the wearing of only one sleeve or only one sock. 

16. Avoid wearing, red, gaudy or resplendent dress 6r showy 
black or yellow apparel. Rad, gaudy and resplendent 



dress is suited only to women and even women should 
observe proper rules about wearing such dreBS. As regards 
assuming superior airs by donning flowing robes and yellow 
garments, for the sake of displaying one’s distinction, it 
is a sure sign of pride and haughtiness. Similarly, do 
not put on strange and funny clothes which may lend you 
an outlandish appearance and you may becomo an object of 
public ridicule. 

17. Always put on simple, dignified, civilized dress and spend 
moderately on your clothes. Avoid luxury and extrava- 
gant finesse in matters of dress. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 

“Keep away from luxury, for the favourites of God 
are no lovers of ease and luxury” . (Miehkat) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also affirmed : “Allah will adorn that man 
with the dress of honour and nobility who, in spite of 
possessing means and power, observes simplicity in dress 
out of humility and obedience to God”. (Abu D&wud) 

The illustrious companions (God be pleased with 
them) were one day sitting in company discussing worldly 
matters. The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) remarked : “Simplicity of dress is one of the 
signs of Faith”. (Abu Dawiid) 

Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
■be upon him) observed: “There are many a servant of 
God in 'the world whose outward appearance is humble ; 
their hair is dishevelled and dpsty and their dress is 
ordinary and simple, yet in the sigjit of God their stature 
is very high. Should they take oath on something, Allah 
fulfils their oath. Bril’ b. Malik (God be pleased with him) 
is one among this type of people”. (Tirmidhi) 

18. Give clothes to the destitute by way of expressing thanks 
to the Lord for having conferred the bounty of dress on 
you. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him) has observed: ‘Whosoever gives clothes to a 

Musi|m to cover his body, Allah shall clothe that man 
on the Day of Judgement in the green dross of Paradise”. 

(AbH Duwiid) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also affirmed : "A Muslim who gives clothes 
to another Muslim shall bo afforded protection and safety 
by Allah as long as those clothes serve as a covering for the 
body of the beneficiary”. (Tirmidhl) 

Give fine clothes according to your moans to your servants 
and slaves who serve you day arrd night. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : “The slaves, male and female, are 

your brothers and sisters. God has given them under 
your charge. Hence to whomsoever Allah has given power 
and control over some one, he should give him the same 
to eat as he eats himself and the same kind of dress to 
wear as he wears himself and he should not give him work 
to do which is beyond his capacity, and should the slave 
be unable to cope with the load of work, the master should 
share his burden”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 



Etiquettes of 
Eating and Drinking 


1. Wash your hands before taking your meals. It is in keeping 
with the rules of cleanliness and neatness that your mind 
should be satisfied about the cleanliness of your hands 
before starting the meal. 

2. Say ,*■»>) Bismilla hirrahhama nirrahlm 

'In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent ; the Most 
Merciful’, while starting the meal. Should you forget this, 
then say »>.T j as soon as you realise the over- 

sight during the meal. Remember, the meal which is not 
consecrated by the Name of Allah is made lawful by the 
devil for himself. 

3. Bo not lean against anything when sitting down for a meal. 
Sit in a humble position with your knees raised or legs 
crossed or with one knee prostrate and the other one raised. 
The Holy Prophet (peaco and blessings of Allah bo upon 
him) used to sit for meals in this posture. 

4 . Always eat with your right-hand. However, the left hand 
may be used simultaneously with the right hand, if needed. 

6. Use three fingers while eating. If required, use four 
fingerB except the little finger. Do not put your fingers in 
the food up to their roots. 

0. Do not take a big morsel, nor a small one. Put the second 
morBel into your mouth only after swallowing the first one. 

7. Do not wipe your fingers with bread. This is a filthy habit. 

8. Avoid brushing off the loaves and refrain from knocking 
them about also. 
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9 Eat out of the plate from the edge which is nearest to you. 
Do not put your hand in the middle of the plate nor extend 
your hand to eat from that edge of the plate which is 
nearer to other diners. 

10. If the morsel drops from your hands pick it up and eat it 
after cleaning or washing it. 

11 Eat in company. Dining in company promotes cordiality 
and love and is a source of blessing. 

12. Do not find fault with the food. Leave it if you don’t 
like it. 

13. Do not eat while the food is piping hot or simmering. 

14. Avoid breaking into guffaws or indulging in too much 
conversation during dinner. 

15. Do not sniff the food needlessly, It is a bad habit. Do 
not often open your mouth so wide during dinner that the 
other people may see the food you are munching between 
your teeth, nor should you pick your teeth repeatedly in 
the course of eating. The other diners will find this habit 
disgusting. 

16. Sit down to eat and sit down also while taking a drink of 
water. However, if needed, you may eat fruit or drink 
water while standing. 

17. If some soup is left over in the plate, drink it ; otherwise 
clear the sediments from the plate with a finger and lick 
the finger. 

18. Do not blow on the articles of food. The breath that we 
exhale is polluted and poisonous. 

19. Take three breathing pauses while drinking water. By 
this method you can drink according to your need and 
get full satisfaction. Beware, drinking all the water there 
is in the container in one breath may be harmful. 

20. While eating in company pay due regard to the needs of 
the slow diners as well as those who eat at a rapid pace 
and rise only when all others have stopped eating. 
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21. When you have finished eating, lick your fingers and then 
wash your hands. 

22. Do not pick up two pioces or slices at once whilo eating 

fruit- 

23. Do not drink water from the spout of a water pot or a 
goblet eto. Drink from such a container that you may 
clearly see the water that you are pouring into your mouth 
in order that no filth or harmful substance goes into your 
stomach. 

24. Say this praj’er at the end of the meal : 

. ! y LU>- j U LS— - j 41 -U>Jt 

Alhamdu lillahil-ladhl at'amanS tva aaqUnd wa ja'alana 
min-al-M uslimln. 

“Praise be to God Who fed us and gave us drink and 
made us Muslims’’. 



Etiquettes of 
going to bed and 
getting up 

1. When the dusk falls call your children inside and do not 
permit them to play outside the home. It is safe not to 
let the children go out at night except in the of an urgent 
need. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

"When the night falls stop your children at home, for 
at this hour evil spirits stalk the earth. However, after an 
hour has passed you may permit the children to move out”. 

2. At the hour of nightfall, say the following prayer. The 
Holy Apostle (peace and blessings of Allah bo upon him) 
used to instruct his Companions (God be pleased with them) 
to say the same. 

> • >, - - _ . - - - - - SJJ, „ 
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Allahumma hi lea amsaina wa bika asbahna tea bika nahya 
tea bika namnlu wa ilaikan-nvshur . (Tirmidhl) 

“O God ! with Thy help do we enter upon the morning 
and with Thy help do we enter upon the evening. With 
Thy help do we live and with Thy help do we die. And 
unto Thee shall be the Resurrection”. 

At the hour of the call for Maghrib (evening) prayer, say 
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this prayer : 

dL'U-i j jLol j (ZiU JUI I j_a j^JJl 

_y} i tjj* Jt . iSj ** ^ 

AUahvmma hSdha iqbalu laililca too idbaru ndharika wa 
aswdtu du'Stika faghfirll. ( Tirmizi , Abu- Baud) 

“God, this is the hour of the approach of Thy night 
and the departure of Thy day and this is the time of Thy 
Mu’addbin’6 call. Hence grant me salvation”. 

3. Do not go to bed- before saying ‘Asha prayers. Often the 
‘Asha prayer may be missed if you take a nap before, prayer 
for who knows God will return life to man after this sleep 
(akin to death) or God forfeits his life for ever while he 
slumbers in death-like sleep. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) did not like to sleep in a 
house which was not lit up at night. 

4. Soon after the fall of night, light up your homes. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
abstained from sleeping in a house which was not lit up at 
night. 

5. Do not keep awake till late hours in the night. Adopt the 
habit of going to bed early at night and rising early at 
dawn. The Holy Apostle (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed in this regard : “After the time of 
‘Asha prayers, you may either keep awake for the purpose 
of remembering God or to talk over necessary matters with 
the members of household”. 

6. Abstain from keeping awake at night and making up for 
sleep during the day. God has appointed the night a time 
for peace and rest. He has made the day a time for keep- 
ing awake and a time for labour to earn one’s living. 
Surah sl-Furqan (47) affirms : 
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?fa huwalladhl ja'ala lakumul laila libaaan wannauma 
aubatan-uia ja'alannahara nuahura. 

“And He it is Who created night a covering for you 
and sleep for repose and made the day (a time for) waking 
up”. 

And Surah>An-Naba affirms : 

UU** j L.U ^JJl LU>- j l»l_— » j*,C j-j Lf*>- j 
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Wa ja'alna naumakum aubatan via ja'alnal laila libaaan 
waja'aln-annakdra ma'aahd. 

“And We made your sleep for repose and We made the 
night a covering and We appointed the day for livelihood”. 
And in Surah al-Namal (86) God says : 

s * •> — ; ■ ■ < j . , , , , . 
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Alam yarau anna ja'alnaUaUa liyaskunii flhi wannahara 
mubairan inna fl dhalika laayitil liqaumiyyuminun. ~ 

“Have they not observed how We have made the 
night that they may rest therein and the day bright (so 
that they may strive during its course). No doubt, there 
are signs in it for a people who believe”. 

The implication of making the night dark so as to serve as 
a time of peace and rest and making the day bright so that 
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man may labour and strive is that one should keep a strict 
schedule of sleeping at night and working hard for earning 
one’s livelihood during the day. In the light of day devote 
yourself energetically to work and make strenuous efforts 
to earn your living till your faculties and limbs begin to 
feel tired. Then in the night when an atmosphere of peace 
and privacy reigns, repose in bed in a calm and comfortable 
state. As soon as dawn breaks, arise and invoking the 
blessings of God enter the field of practical endeavour with 
renewed vigour. People who due to indolence and lethargy 
drone in day time or keep awake throughout night enjoying 
sensuous pleasures and making merry are guilty of 
violating the law of nature. They ruin their health and 
undermine their lives. . Those who sleep long during the 
hours of the day not only neglect their daily work but also 
deprive their body and soul of necessary repose and calm ; 
for sleep during the day cannot serve as an alternative for 
repose at night in providing rest and nourishment. The 
Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
even disapproved of the idea that a man should remain 
awake all night for offering worship to God and thus suffer 


an unbearable tbial. 

The Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) once Baid to Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amir (God be 
plowed with him) : "Is it true whet I hive heard that 
you regularly keep fast during the day and pass all mght 
in offering prayers 1" Hadrat 'Abdullah (God be pleased 
with him) submitted : "I confess this true”. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)- 
observed : “No, don't go on like that. Keep fast some- 
times and eat and drink at other times. Similarly get 
some sleep and then rise and Bay prayers. You owe a duty 

(Bvkhart) 

to your eye . 

Do not sleep on a very soft bed. The true believer, should 
forbear love of ease, indolence and Insurious living m the 
world. Life is a Jihad (struggle) for the true believers. .The 
true believers should, therefore, follow an energetic, stren- 
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uous and a hardworking pattern of life. Hadrat 'A’isha (God 
be pleased with her) related : The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) slopt on a bed made of a 
hide-skin filled with the bark of a palm tree”. 

[Shamu'il Tirmidhi) 

Someone asked Hadrat Hafsa (God be pleased with 
her) : 

“What kind of a bed did you make for the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in your 
house V’ She replied : “There was a canvas cloth which 
We used to fold up and spread under the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). One day, I 
thought that if I folded the cloth into four layers it would 
make a rather soft bed. So I folded up the canvas into 
four layers and spread it for the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) to sleep on. Next morning 
the Apostle (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
enquired : “What was it that you spread beneath me last 
night V * I submitted : “It was the same canvas cloth. 
However, I had folded it up into four layers to make a 
softer bed”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “No, keep it folded in two 

layers. The softness of the bed proved a hindorance in 
rising up for midnight prayers last night”. 

(Ukama’il Tirmidhi) 

Hadrat 'A’isha (God be pleased with her) reports : 
“One day a lady from the Ansar visited our house and saw 
tho bod of tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). She returned homo and prepared a bedding 
and heavily padded it with wool to make it extra soft. She 
sent it as a gift for tho Holy Apostle (peace and blossings 
of Allah be upon him). When the Holy Apostle (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) returned home, he saw the 
bedding and enquired : “What is it ?” I submitted : “0 
PrcfH of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 
so and so lady from chc Ansar came and saw your bed. 
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Sho went back and has sent this bedding as a gift for you”. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said : “No, return it to her”. I liked that bedding 
so much that I did not really want to return but the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) insisted 
so hard that I had to send it back to the lady”. 

(Shama'il Tirmidhi) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was one day sleeping on a mat. Beoanse of this, the 
mat impressed some marks on his august body. Hadrat 
'Abdullah b. Mas'ud (Qod be pleased with him) relates : 
“On seeing the marks of mat on his body I broke into 
tears”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) looked at me and enquired : “Why do you 
weep 1” I submitted: “0 Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon you) 1 The Emperors of Rome 
and Persia reBt on silk and velvet cushions and you go to 
sleep on such a rough mat”. The Holy Prophet (peaoe and 
bleBBings of Allah be upon him) observed : “There is no 
point for weeping in it. They love the world and we crave 
for the Hereafter”. 

On one oooasion, the Holy Prophet (peaoe and hlessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed: “How can I lead a 
luxurious, easy and oarefree life while the angel Israfil 
with a trumpet to his lips, with ears open, bead bowed, 
stands waiting for the Lord's Command to blow the 
trumpet to usher in the Day of Doom”. ( Tirmidhi ) 

The precedent of the Holy Prophet (peaoe and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) requires the true believers to 
lead a strenuous life in the world and to abstain from 
luxurious, carefree living. 

8. Perform ablutions before going to bed and sleep in a clean 
and pure state. If your hands are greasy with fat, wash 
them well before going to bed. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blesainga of Allah be upon him) has said : “The person 



whose hands ate greased -with fat and goes to sleep without 
washing his hands had only himself to blame if he 
comes to harm (if he is bitten l.y some insect)”. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to perform ablution before going to sleep. 
On occasions when he wanted to, sleep while in a state 
when a bath is obligatory, then he used to wash the 
unclean part and go to bod after performing ablutions. 


9. When going to bed, close the doors of your house, 
extinguish the wick lamp or lantern, and put out the burn- 
ing fire, Once fire broke out in the home of a person in 
Medinah at night. On that occasion, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enjoined upon 
the people: "Fire is your enemy. Be careful to put 1 
out before going to bed”. 

The Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah bo 
upon him) further observed : “Do not permit your little 
children to go out at the hour of evening, for at that hour 
evil spirits stalk the earth. When an hour or so of the night 
has passed, let them go out if need be. Close your doors 
at night reciting -i' r* ( Bimillal I) the name of God and 
extinguish the light after reciting wil ( Bitmillah ) God s 

name, and tie the mouth of the waterskin with the recital 
of ill _i ( Bitmillah ) God’s name and again recite ml g-i 
IBiemillah) the name of God and cover the vessels in which 
you eat and drink. If there is no cloth cover available 
for this purpose, cover the pots and pans with something 


else. 

10 Take care to keep the following things within reach of 
your bed at the time of going to sleep. Drinking water and 
a glass, a Jug, a stick, a box of matches “r torch for 
lighting purposes, a miswak (twig for cleaning the teeth), 
a towel etc. If you are staying as a guest in a home, as 
the host for directions to toilet rooms etc. Yon may thus 
save unnecessary inconvenience if a sudden need arise, 
during the night. Seven things were always kept ready 
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near the bed when the Holy Prophet /peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was in repose : (1) A bottle of oil. 
(2) A comb. (3) Collyrinm container. (4) Scissors, (5) A 
Twig for cleaning the teeth. (6) a Mirror. (7) And a 
small wooden, needle used for scratching the head etc. 

11. Keep your shoes and clothes near at hand while going to 
bed. This will save you the trouble of looking for them on 
arising. Do not put on Bhoes at once after leaving the bed. 
Similarly, do not put on clothes without shaking them 
briskly. It is possible that some deadly insect may have 
crept into your shoes or clothes and, God forbid, may 
cause you harm. 

12. Clean and give a brisk shake to your bed covers before 
lying down for sleep. If you get up from sleep to answer a 
need and return to bed, shake the bed covers once again. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: “When a person leaves the bed at night 
and returns to it again, he should dust it thrice with the 
edge of his wrapping cloth, for he does not know what 
creature may have orept on to the bed in his absence ’. 

(Tirmidhi) 

13. Say the following prayer, when you get into bed. The 
Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
close attendant. Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) 
reports that on going to bed, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
bleBBings of Allah bs upon him) used to offer the following 
prayer : 

j liUS"” j 1/U-* j ^ 

• • > .. r- - - - 

y, . l? jj-* Vj *4 ^ 

Alhamdu UUahil-ladhl at'amana tea saqana tea kaf&na 
tea SawSna fa loam mimman ISkSfla lahu wa Id mu’wf. 

(Tirmidhty 



Praise be to God Who gave 6a food and drink, 
provided us sufficiently, and gave us (a place for) shelter 1 
How many there are who have neither a provider nor 
shelterer”. 

14. Recite some portion of the Holy Qur’an at the time of 
going to bed. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) invariably used to recite a portion of 
the Holy Qur’an before going to sleep. The Apostle of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 
•‘God sends an angel to a man who recites a portion of the 
Book of Allah on going to sleep to protect him from all 
harm till the time of his rising”. ( Ahmad ) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has further observed : ‘‘When a man lies down 
on the bed, an angel and the devil call on him. The angel 
says to him : “Close thy deeds of the day with a virtuous 
act”. And the devil says : “Close thy deeds of the day 
with an evil aot”. If that man then recites the name of 
God before going to sleep, the angel stands guard over him 
all night”. 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) has reported : 
“When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) went to bed, he used to join his hands in the 
style of prayer and having recited the Surahs ‘ 

uBed to breathe upon his hands and then starting from 
his head, face and the front he passed his hand over his 
body as far as it could go. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) repeated this act three 
times”. ( Tirmidhi ) 

16. While going to sleep adopt the following posture : Put your 
right hand under the right cheek and turn on the right 
si4e of the body before falling asleep. Hadrat Bra, (God 
be pleased with him) relates : “The Holy Prophet (peace 

and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to rest in this 
posture that his right hand lay under his right cheek. 
At the moment of taking repose the Apostle (peace and 
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blessings of Allah be upon him) used to say the following 
prayer ; 


, ij-Le- ■_ I i—jj 

Rabbi qini 'adhabaka yauma tab'athu ‘ibadaka. 

“0 God ! Save me from Thy doom on the day Thou 
wilt raise Thy- bondmen”. 

Hisn Hasin records that the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to recite this 
prayer three times. 

16. Do not lie down on your belly nor take a turn on the loft 
side of your body when going to sleep. The father of 
Hadrat Mu'ish Tafkhat al-Ghifari (God be pleased with 
him) relates : “I was lying on my belly in the mosque. 
Presently a person startled me with a touch of his foot and 
observed : “God disapproves of this posture of lying 
down.” When I looked up I saw the person of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)”. 

(Abu Dawiid ) 

17. Sleep in a place where fresh air is accessible. Do not sleep 
in closed rooms where there is no opening for letting in 
fresh air. 

18. Do not keep your face covered when asleep. This habit 
is harmful to health. Sleep with your face uncovered so 
that you may inhale fresh air. 

19. Take care not to sleep on roofs which are not surrounded 
with a ridge of the wall or railing. Put on light before 
stepping down the stairs as a little oversight often causes 
grave consequences. 

20. Even in the freezing cold, do not keep the stove burning 
while you are asleep, nor keep the lantern on in a closed 
room. The gases produced by fire are deeply injurious to 
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health ; sometimes they may even prove fatal and cause 
death. 

21. Say the following prayer before falling asleep. Hadrat 
Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) has reported : 
“The Apostle of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to say this prayer before going to Bleep : 

C. O I t)| oJ jl viLj j tij £L*.**Lj 


Ji4>j lw £)l j ( ,j~aJ 


i|jLv* i i£jUw) . ^xiLoJl itaL* 


Bi-ismika Rabbi wada'tu janbl wa bilca arfa'uhu in 
amsakta naf.il farhamhd wa in arsaltahd fahfazhd bima 
tahfazu bihl ‘ibadakas-sSliMn. ( Bukhari , Muslim) 

“In Thy name, my Lord t I lay my side (on the bed) 
and in Thy name I raise it. If Thon withhold my soul, then 
have mercy thereon. If Thou send it back, then guard 
it even as Thou doest guard Thy righteous bondmen’*. 

In case memory does not retain this prayer, here is a 
brief prayer : 

> •- - > •>- - • •-'i- 

1 j ^ y*1 dJU-«b |*fUI 


Allahumma bismika amulu wa ahyd. (Bukhari, Muslim) 

“0 God !. In Thy name do I live and die”. 

22. Form the habit of waking up in the small hours of the 
night. It is essential to rise in the last quarter of the night 
and remember God to master your desires and physical 
demands and to establish communion with God. The 
distinctive trait of the favourites of God, as God has 
Himself affirmed, is that they wake up in the night and 



bow in humility to God and make prostrations and seek 
His forgiveness for their sins. It was the custom of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings oi Allah be upon him) to 
repose in the early part of the night and to get up in the 
small hours and engage himself in devotion to God. 

23. Say this prayer on arising from sleep ; 

■ j luUI U a>o <u) -u»Jl 

l tSjliyl 

Alhamdu lilUihil-ladhi ahydnd ha' da ma amatnnd wa 
ilaihin-uushur ( Bukhari , Muslim) 

"Praise be to God Who restored us unto life, having 
caused us to die and unto Hjm shall be the Resurrection”. 

24. Offer thanks to the Lord on seeing a happy dream and 
take it as a good omen in your favour. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“Prophethood now bears glad tidings and nothing 
besides”. The people enquired : “What do the glad tidings 
signify?" The Apostle of God (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “A happy dream”. 
{Bukhari). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him ) further remarked : “Whoever is the more 
truthful among ye will see a more truthful dream”. The 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
instructed the people, “Offer thanks to the Lord and 
praise Him whenever you see a happy dream. And 
relate your happy dreams and relate them to your friends 
only”. Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) saw a happy dream, he related 
it to his companions (God be pleased with them) and ho 
used to say to his friends (God be pleased with them) : 
“Recount your dreams to me and I shall tell you tbr' 

interpretation”. {Bui ' , • 1) 



25. Invoke blessings frequently upon the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). Perchance God may 
bless you with a vision of His Apostle (peace and blessings 
of Allah b^ upon him). 

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad ‘Ali Mongiri (may God 
show him mercy) once asked Hadrat Fazal Rahman Ganj 
Muradabadi (may God show him mercy), “Teach me some, 
special Darud (prayer of Benediction) by which I may win 
the favour of being blessed with the vision of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)”. 
Hadrat Fazal Rahman Ganj Muradabadi replied : “Thore 
is no special prayer of Benediction. You need to cultivate 
deep devotion only”. Later after some deliberation he 
observed : “However, with the following Benediction 

Hadrat Syed Hassan (may God show him mercy) won his 
object : 

_ s ,f. , - > - - -• * b „ > , * - - sn~ 

. till f jIm JS" jAm J Jp 

Alldhumma salli 'ala Muhammadin wa 'itratihf bi'adadi 
kutti ma'lumin lalca. 

“God! shower Thy Grace upon Muhammad and his 
family to the ultimate extent of numbers which are in Thy 
Knowledge”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : “He who sees my vision in dream aotually 
sees me, for the devil cannot appear in my form”. 

(Shama'il Tirmidht) 

Hadrat Yazid Farsi (may God show him mercy) 
used to* calligraph the Holy Qur’an. Once he was 
blessed with the vision of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) in a dream. Hadrat Ibn 
‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) was alive at that time. 
Hadrat Yazid (may God show him meroy) mentioned his 
dream to him. Thereupon Hadrat Ibn‘ Abbas (God be pleas- 



ed with him) related this tradition to him, “Whoever sees 
my vision in a dream actually sees me, for the devil can 
never appear in my form”. Then ‘Abbas (God be pleased 
with him) asked Yazid (may God show him mercy) : “Can 
you describe the appearance of the person you saw in your 
dream ?” Hadrat Yazid (may God show him mercy) 
recounted : “His frame and height were of fine proportions. 
He had a brown complexion inclined towards fairness. He 
had dark eyes and a smiling, handsome, round face. He 
had a thick beard covering his whole visage and flowing 
down to and spreading over his bosom”. Hadrat Ibn 
‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) affirmed : “Yes, if you 
had seen the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) in his life you could not have given a better 
description of him” (i.e. The description given by you 
resembles the actual appearance of the Apostle (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him)”. (Skama'il Tirmidhi) 

26. When, God forbid, you see an unhappy or terrifying dream, 
never relate it to any one. Beseech God to protect you 
from the menace of the dream. If it pleases God, you 
shall remain free from the evil of the dream. Hadrat Abu 
Salama (God be pleased with him) relates : “I often used 
to fall ill on seeing unhappy dreams. One day, I described 
my complaint to Hadrat Abu Qatada (God be pleased with 
him) who related to me the following tradition of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) : ‘‘A 
happy dream is a blessing from God. If any of you sees a 
happy dream, he should not relate it to any one besides his 
sincere friend. If any of you sees a bad dream, he should 
not mention it to any one. On the other hand, as soon as 
he wakes from sleep he should recite ^ 44 b 

{A'audku billahi minashshaitd nirrajlm three times 
and breathe a ‘tut-tut’ towards his left side and then take a 
turn over to the other side. In this manner, he will remain 
safe from the menace of the dream”. 

(Riyad-ue-Salekin, Muslim) 
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27. Do not relate false dreams conceived by your own imagina- 

tion. Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with 
him) states that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: “The person who relates’ 
concocted dreams which he has not seen shall be awarded 
a punishment to bind two grains of barley in a knot and he 
will never be able to do it”. ( Muslim ) 

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : “It is a groat calumny that a man 
should relate what he has not seen with his own eyes”. 

{Bukhari) 

28. When a friend relates his dream to you, give him a favour- 
able interpretation and say a prayer to invoke the blessings, 
the blessing of God upon him. A man once related his 
dream to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). He observed: “You have seen a good 
dream and it shall have a happy outcome”. 

After the dawn prayers the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah bo upon him) used to sit cross-legged 
and asked the people to relate to him if anyone had seen a 
dream and before listening to anyone’s dream, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessingB of Allah'be upon him) used to 
observe this saying : 

, n, . > . JS.. 

jJp 1 j£t j LJ 1 jS- j #L # jj I j!* j .lUi I 

. Wj -U»J1 j 

Khairan talaqqahu via sharran tauiaqqahu via khairan 
land wa sharran ‘aid a‘da‘ind walhamdu liUahi rabbil 
‘dlamln. 

“May the goodness of this dream be bestowed on you 
and may you be protected from' its menace. May this 
dream prove favourable to us and may it bring curse 



tipofc otir enemies. Praise and thanksgiving is due to' God 
alone Who is the Lord of al] worlds”. 

29. If a dream strikes feelings of terror into you or an 
awkward dream perplexes you, you should recite the 
following prayer tq get rid of fear or perplexity and ask 
your grown-up children also to learn it by heart, 

Hadrat 'Abdullah b. ‘Amr b. al 'As (God be pleased 
with him) related that whenever a person saw a terrible or 
awkward dream, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) in order to resolve his perplexity used 
to instruct him to say the following prayer : 

s* . , , 

sjU J olit J -L-vi i- i»Ul -il OUCj j yl 
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A'udhu bikalimatillahiltdammati min ghadabihl wa 
tqabihl wa sharri 'ibadihl wa min hamazatishahaydtini 
wa anyahdurun. 

“I seek the protection of the perfect words of God 
against His wrath and anger and punishment, against the 
evil-doings of His creatures, against the fears of evil 
spirits and against the possibility that these evil spirits 
or their fears should assail me”. 


Etiquettes 
of Walking 


1. Walk on a medium pact) in the way. Do not rush to 
become an object of ridicule for the onlookers, nor drag 
your feet so wearily that people might think you are ill 
and start making anxious enquiries after your health. The 
Holy Prophet (peaco and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to take long steps when walking and placed his feet 
firmly on the ground ; he never dragged his feet in the 
course of walking. 

2. Walk with poise and dignity with eyes cast down. Do 
not continue to look sideways at everything along the path. 
It ia childish and improper. The Holy Prophet (poace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to walk with his holy 
self inclined forward as if he were descending a slope. Ho 
(poace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to move 
with dignity at a rather quick pace and kept an alert but 
self-possessed posture of body. He (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) never looked Bideways, right or left, on 
the road. 

3. Walk 'humbly with even steps. Do not walk arrogantly 
and proudly. You can’t split the earth with a kick nor 
are you going to scale the heights of mountains. What is 
the reason, then, for striking arrogant and haughty^ 
postures in walking 1 

4. Walk with shoes on. Do not walk bare foot. Shoes 
protect the feet from injury by thorns, pebbles or other 
harmful bits and pieces lying on the way, as well as from 
the bites of deadly insects. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “Keep your 
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shoes on moat of the time. A person who keeps his shoes 
on is a kind of rider”. 

5. Be mindful of good taste, propriety and dignity when 

walking along the road. Walk with both shoes on, or with 
both feet bare. It is ridiculous to walk with a shoe on one 
foot and the other foot bare. Observe utmost oare not to 
display such bad taste or improper behaviour unless it is 
absolutely necessary. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “No one should 
walk with one shoe on. Walk with both shoes on or with 
both feet bare”. ( Shama'il Tirmidhi ) 

6. Keep the ends of your dress folded in the course of walking 
to avoid the danger of entanglements. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) during walks 
used to roll up his attire a bit. 

7. Walk shoulder to shoulder with your companions without 
observing any formalities. Do not walk ahead of your 
companions to show off your higher rank. Sometimes walk 
hand in hand with your fellows in a spirit of close friendship. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
never displayed his distinguished rank while walking with 
his companions (God be pleased with them). Often the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) would 
walk behind his companions (God be pleased with them) 
and sometimes took the hand of a companion into his own 
sacred hand as a mark of intimate companionships 

8. Strictly observe the following etiquettes while walking 
along the road. Do not stop or sit on the way with the 
object of staring at the passers-by. If on occasions you 
must stop or sit on the way, you should follow the^ol lowing 
six rules : 

(1) Keep your eyes downcast. 

(2) Remove harmful bits and pieoes out of the way . 

(3) Respond to the ‘salam’ of otjfera. 



(4) Persuade the people to do good and prevent them from 
doing evil. 

(6) Show the way to travellers who have lost direction. 

(6) Help those who are in trouble or are facing hardship. 

9. In the course of a journey, seek the companionship of 
the good and avoid the chance of travelling with the 
wicked. 

10. Men and women should not walk in a mixed company on 
the road. The women Bhould avoid the middle path and 
walk along the edge of the road. The men should walk 
apart from the women. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “Collision with 
a mud- stained swine drenched in stinking slush is tolerable 
yet it is inadmissible that a stranger should rub shoulders 
with a female”. 


11. Whenever righteous women have to pass along the road out 
of any heed or necessity, they should wrap their bodies, 
garments and all pieces of physical adornment carefully 
with a ‘burqa’ or a sheet and cover their faces with a veil. 

12. Do not wear a piece of ornamont which gives out a tinkling 
hound while you walk, or otherwise, walk with soft and 
even steps so that the tinkle of your ornaments may not 
invite the attention of tHbse unrelated to you. 

13. Women should not use strong perfumes if they intend to 
go out on the road. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) has disapproved of such women 
in strong terms. 


14. When you emerge from your home, look up to the sky and 
say the following prayer : 

* * *' • - io, » i . . ; •( , . 

‘*1/' ^ (j* ijC- \ Jl 4)1 Jp cJT y 4)1 


y j* j-A-j j 1 j jjj ji . 
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BismiUahi tawakkallu, ‘alallahi AUahumma innl a'udhu 
biha min an-nazilla au nuzalla wa an-nadilla au- nudalla 
au nazlima au yuzlama ‘alaina au najhala au yujhala 
‘alaind. 

"In the name of God, I rely upon God. 0 God 
Behold we seek refuge in Thee lest we slip, or go astray or 
wrong or be wronged, or act foolishly or any one should 
act foolishly with- us”. 

15. On going to the bazar, say this prayer : 

„ . t , ... „ _ j,.- . - s^i „ , . 

U j li j«Jl «-Xa jS- (jl 

, .. -• • - >*>. . 

«iX iy*' Jl 4 ^ j* j Kt 1 o* J 


. • <J uA * 0 i jl 5 ^ li 01 

Bitmillahi AUahumma innl at ’aluka lchaira hadhihis • 

, stigi wa hhaira ma fiha wa a'udhu bika min tharriha wa 
tharri mdfiha. AUahumma innl a'udhu bika an usiba 
bihd yaminan fajiratan au tafaqalan khasiratan. 

‘‘In the name of God. 0 God 1 Behold I ask of Thee 
good of this market and the good of that whioh is therein 
and I seek refuge in Thee from the evil thereof and the evil 
of that which is therein. O God 1 Behold I seek refuge in 
Thee lest I take a false oath or strike a bargain herein 
incurring Iobs”. 

Hadrat ‘Umar b. Khattab (God be pleased with him) 
stated that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) had observed : ‘‘The man who says this 
prayer on entering the bazar, God adds ten lakh virtues to 
his account and forgives his ten lakh sins and raises his 
merits by ten lakh degrees : 



I - - * - - i l/,'« ■(, ,< ,'il , i 

J* J* J #J r! l - J J~ ^ J* J j 


. >jpj* * trt i jr 


-ta ilaha illallahu wahdahu Id sharlka lq.hu lahul-mulku 
wa lahul-hamdu yuhyt wa yumltu wa huwa hayyun Id 
yamutu biyadihil-khairu wa huwa ‘ aid kulli ahai’in 
qadir. 

“There is no deity save God. He is alone. No 
partner hath He. His is the Sovereignty and His is the 
praise. He giveth life and He giveth death. He is the 
Ever Living that never dieth. In His hand is all the good 
and H e hath power to do all things”. {Tirmidhi) 



Etiquettes of 
Travelling 


1. You should sot out on a journey at a suitable hour so that 
the journey may be completed in the shortest possible 
time and hours of prayers may also be properly observed. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) generally held Thursday to be a propitious day to 
start on a journey himself or for sending someone else on a 
journey. 

2. Do not go on a journey alone. If possible, travel in a 
company of three persons. This ensures proper care of 
baggage and needs are easily met by mutual oo-operation. 
Companionship during a journey also ensures safety from 
several dangers and mishaps. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) once observed : "If 
the disadvantages of travelling alone that I am aware of 
are made known to the people, no rider would go on a 
journey alone during the night". (B«M«ri). On one 
occasion, a man having made a long journey came to the 
presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 

be upon him). The Prophet (peace and blessings of AUah 
be upon him) enquired from the traveller, "Who is thy 
companion I” The traveller submitted : "0 Prophet of 
God (peace and blessings of AUah be upon you) I have no 
companion. I have come alone”. Thereupon the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observ- 
ed : "A lone rider ie a devil; two riders are devils too; 

but three riders are riders all right". (Tirmidht) 

3. A woman must go on a journey in the company of her 
spouse or lawful kith and kin. In the case of ordinary 



travelling for a day or half, ahe may go alone, but it ia 
always [discreet for a woman not to move out alone. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has observed : “It is not permissible for a woman who 
believes in God and the Day of Judgement to go on a 
journey lasting for three or more dayB alone". She may, 
however, undertake such a long journey if she is accom- 
panied by her father, brother, husband, her own son or 
any other lawful kith or kin”. (Bukhari] . The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon hfan) is 
reported to have remarked on one occasion.: "A woman 
should not go alone even on a journey of one day and one 
night”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 

4. On leaving for a journey when you get on to the vehicle of 
transport and it begins to move, Bay this prayer : 

i * . ,< ■ „ .—*»• * - >•» 
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<SuhAon-of-lad4l soHiAara land hadhd wa md hunna lahu 
muqrinina wa innd ila rabbind lamunqalibvn. Alla- 
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hnmma innS n aa'alvJca Jl safarina haShnl-birra wat- 
tagwa wa min-al-‘amali ma tarda. Allahumma havnvin 
‘alaind eafaranu hadhd watwi ‘anna bo'dahu. Alla- 
humma antaa-sakibu fia-safari wal-khalifatu fil-ahli. 
Allahumma inni a'ndhu bilca min wa'thd’ is-safari wa 
ha’abat-il-manzari wa sit' il-munqalabi Jil-mali vxd-ahli 
wal-waladi wal-hauri ba'dal-kauri wa da'watil-mazlumi, 
(Muslim, Abu-Datcud, Tirmizt) 

“Glory be onto God Who hath subjugated this (beast) 
unto us, though we were unable to subdue it. Behold we are 
assuredly to return unto our Lord. 0 God 1 Behold, we beg 
of Thee in this journey of ours righteousness and piety and 
a conduct wherewith Thou wilt be well pleased. 0 God ! 
Make this journey of ours easy for us, and roll up for us 
the distance thereof. 0 God ! Thou art (our) companion 
in this journey, and representative in (our) household. 
O God 1 Behold, I seek refuge in Thee from the toil of this 
journey, from holding a sad sight and a bad reverse in 
my wealth and household and from deficiency after plenty, 
and from the curse of the oppressed”. 

4. Pay due regard to the oomfort and convenience of others 
on the way. Your fellow-travellers have a right on you. 
The Holy Qur’an affirms: Was-sahibi bil- 

Janbi, “Be nice to the companion beside you”. The 
term ‘companion beside you' includes all such persons who 
happen to be your fellow-travellers any time, anywhere. 
The brief fellowship in the course of a journey imposes a 
duty on you to show the best conduct towards your fellow- 
traveller and take the utmost care not to cause him any 
physical or mental distress by utterance or deed. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed : “The chief of the nation is the servantof the 
people. The person who excels others in rendering good 
service to his fellow men can be surpassed in piety by no 
one, save those who attain martyrdom in the way of God”. 

{Miahkal) 
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6. Say two Raka.&te of Thanksgiving on leaving for a journey 
and on returning from it- Such was the custom of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 

6. When your train or bus ascends a slope or your aeroplane 
takes off and is air- borne, say this prayer : 

. s - - - - - • > > ~ - - *>i- 

olsjl tXJ j dU 

.JU 

AUahumma lakasksharafu ‘ala kulli aharafin t oa lakal- 
hamdu ‘ala kulli hdlin. 

“0 God, Thou art supreme over all heights and eleva- 
tions. Praise and Thanksgiving under all circumstanoes 
is due to Thee alone”. 

7. If you have to halt your journey at night, stay at a safe 
place where your life and goods are sufficiently safeguarded 
against thieveB and brigands as well as from the menace of 
deadly animals or inseots. 

8. Having achieved the purpose of y®t» journey , make haste 
to return home. Do not wander abbut .aimlessly. 

9. On return from a journey, do not enter your house 
suddenly without sending in advanc? information of your 
arrival. Offer two Raka'ats of pbayers in the mosque, 
thus affording time to the members of your household 
during which they may make preparations to accord you a 
befitting welcome. 

10. Take care of the comfort and cause of the animals accom- 
panying you during the journey and look after the needs 
and protection of the rider who accompanies you. 

11. Travelling in the cold weather, carry your bedding with 
you. Do not cause unnecessary trouble to your host. 

12. Carry a tumbler and a prayer mat .during the journey to 
avoid inconveniences at times of need like purification, 
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09- U-Ip J-iUj LjJ llj^J Ljl hjl 

Avban auban lirabbina tauban IS yughddiru ‘alaind hiibnn. 

(Him Hassien) 

“We are returners, penitents before our Lord, penitence 
that may not let any effect of our misdeeds remain on us. 

16. On sending off someone on a journey, accompany him for 
some distance. On taking leave, ask him to say a prayer 
and say this prayer for him when the traveller departs : 

. J*jl j>- J lilijUl j d.L.O ^>1 £0 y** I 

A standi ‘ullaha dinaka wa amanataia wa khawatima 
‘amalilca. (Hisn Hassien) 

“Unto God’ I commend your faith, your trust, and the 
conclusion of your deeds”. 

17. Extend a warm welcome to the traveller when he returns 
from the journey. Make affectionate remarks and shake 
hands with him or embrace him as need be or as the 
occasion demands. 




Etiquettes of 
Mourning and Grief 


1. Endure calamities with patience and calmness. Do not 
lose heart and never let your grief and sorrow exceed 
moderate proportions. No person in the world can remain 
safe and unaffected by sorrow, grief, oalamity, hardship, 
affliction, failure or loss. The response of the believers 
and unbelievers is, however, different in this respect. 
The non-believer loses his sense under the burden of pains 
and sorrows and is completely immobilissd by feelings of 
hopelessness and dismay. Sometimes he suooumbs to grief 
and commits suicide. In contrast the believer remains 
undaunted in the face of the'greatest calamity and never 
leaves command over his patience. At such times he becomes 
a symbol of patience and perseverance and stands firm 
like a rock. He takes the view that whatever has occurred 
was decreed by God and no command of God is devoid of 
wisdom or purpose. Hence whatever God commands is 
for the ultimate good of man and surely there is always 
an aspect of grace in all the dealings of God with man. 
This reasoning produces a state of spiritual calm and 
satisfaction and the bitter taste of sorrow turns into sweet- 
ness. This faith in the predetermined destiny makes the 
burden of hardship light and calamity becomes easy to 
bear. God has affirmed : 

j Vi j&Jui j % J ell s Jw u 
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lYY'-YY . JXrtU 

If 5 a«56a m»»i-mus*&a<in. fil-ardi wa Id ft anfueikum illi 
ft kitaabin min qabli annabra’ahd. Inna dhalika ‘alallahi 
yasirun likaild ta'sau ‘aid md fatakum. 

(Al-Hadeed : 22, 23) 

“Naught of disaster befalleth in the earth or ia your- 
selves bat it is in a Book before we bring it into being. 
Lo I that is easy for Allah that ye grieve not for the sake 
of that which hath escaped you”. 

In other words one of the merits of putting faith in a 
divinely appointed destiny is that the believer finds solace 
even amidst the greatest suffering deeming it to be the 
decree of the Providence. He remains unshaken and in 
all matters looks towards the Merciful God and thinks 
only of His Graoe and endeavours to Beek good out of 
every evil by employing his virtues of patience • and con- 
tentment under all circumstances. The Holy Prophet 
(peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 

“How excellent is the state of the true believers I 
He wins Graoe under all conditions. If he is afflicted with 
grief, sickness or poverty, he bearB them in peace and 
. such trials bring goodness to him. If he is rewarded with 
happiness and prosperity it becomes the cause of goodness 
for him”. (Muslim) 

On hearing a tragic or painful news or if yon suffer loss or 
sustain grief or injury or are beset with a sudden misfor- 
> , , s a 

tune, recite at once : *Jl Ul j U! — Innd lilldki toa 

innd Uaiki raaji’un. 

“Lo I We are Allah's and lo I unto Him are we to 
return”. (al-Baqarah) 

The implication is that all our possessions belong to 
God ; God has given us everything and He is the One 
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Who will take everything. We are bis creatures and we 
must return to Him. We submit to tho Will of God in 
all matters and are content with His Dispensation. All 
acts of God contain certain purpose, wisdom and justioe. 
He acts with greater good in view. It is the duty of His 
faithful servant' never to resent the actions of the Lord. 
God observes : 

■« « • t • , • . < . i. • > > i , .. 

Cr* u U* 
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, pA dWjl J 4+>-j J J* ijL* 

l\0V_\o» 

Wala ndbluwannakum bishai’im minal khaufi walju't wa 
naqsimminal-am-wali wal anfusi wassamarati wa bashshi- 
rtB-aabirin-al-ladhina idha-asdbathum musibatun qalu 
inna lillahi wa inna-ilaihi raji'un. Uli'ika ‘alaihim 
salawa-tummin Rabbihim wa rahmatun wa ula’ika humid 
muhta-diin. (2 155-157) 

“And surely we shall try you with something of fear 
and hunger and loss of wealth and lives and crops ; but 
give glad tidings to the steadfast who say, when a misfor- 
tune striketh them : Lo ! we are Allah’s and lo 1 unto 
Him we are to return. Such are they on whom are blessings 
from their Lord and Mercy. Such are the rightly-guided”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he 
upon him) has affirmed : ‘ 1 When a man is afflicted with 

hardship and says : -L 111 Innd lillahi 
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God removes his affliction and blesses him with a 
happy outcome and bestows on him what his heart desires 
in reward for it”. 

On one occasion when his lamp went off, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said : 

I j I U1 j U ! — Innd UUahi wa innd ilaihai raji'in 

Someone enquired : “O Holy Prophet (peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon you) ! Is it a calamity if the 
lamp goes off ?” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : “Yes, everything that 
causes hardship to a believer is a calamity”. And the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has observed : 

“God forgives all the sins of those Muslims who suffer 
a torment of the soul or physical pain, illness, sorrow, grief 
or affliction, even the injury on account of the piercing of 
a thorn (and bear all these trials with patience)”. 

{Bukhari, Muslim) 

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) reports : 

“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : ‘The more severe the trial and 
hardship, the greater its reward. When God cherishes 
love for a group of people, He puts them to trial to cleanse 
them more and to make them pure. Hence those who 
aoquiesce in the Will of God win the pleasure of God. 
And those who harbour resentment against God in the 
hour of trial, God also is displeased with them’.” 

(Tirmidhi) 

Hadrat Abu Musa Ash'ari (God be pleased with him) 
relates that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: “When the child of a 
person dies, God enquires from His angels : ‘Did you 
extract the bouI of the ohild of one of my creatures V They 
submit : “Yes”. God again asks them : ‘Did you extract 
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the bouI of the most beloved of my creature?’ They submit: 
“Yea”. God then enquires from them: ‘What did my 
creature Bay V They submit : "In his hour of affliction, 

> , , c i s 

he praised Thee and said : **>[ Inna lillahi, 

wa inna ilaihi raji'un. Thereupon God commande the 
angels: ‘Build a dwelling for this creature of Mine in 
the paradise and call it 'Bait uI-Hamd’ (The House of 
Thanksgiving).” (Tirtnidhi) 

3. It is natural to show grief on suffering pain or meeting an 
accident. However, care should be observed that even 
under the stress of extreme pain and grief the tongue 
should not utter an unholy remark, nor the virtues of 
patienoe and contentment be forsaken. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) had his son Hadrat Ibrahim (God be pleased 
with him) in his lap when the child waB about to depart 
thiB earthly life. On seeing this piteous Bight toarB started 
trickling down the eyes of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blesaingB of Allah be upon him) and the Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
"0 Ibrahim, we grieve over thy separation, but our tongue 
shall utter only that which oonforms to the Will of God”. 

(Muslim) 

4. Even in the depth of grief, do not commit an act whioh 
may Bmack of ingratitude or oomplaint or whioh transgress 
B6B the rules of Shari'ah. It is unlawful for a believer 
to give vent to loud weeping, tearing off clothes, slapping 
cheeks, crying and shouting or beating of head or the 
chest in mourning. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah, be upon him) has said : "The man who tears off 
Mb clothes, slaps his cheeks and raves and shouts like 
pagans and wails is ' not a member of my ummah.” 

(Tirmidhi) 

^When Hadrat Ja‘far Tayyar (God be pleased with 
him) attained martyrdom and the news reached hia home, 


n 

the women of his household began to Bhout and cry and 
started wailing loudly. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) sent word, “Stop wailing”. 
But the women continued their lamentations. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade 
them a second time, but the women would not comply. 
Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : “Fill their mouths with dust”. 

(Bukhari) 

On one occasion, the Holy Prophet (peaoe and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) was aocomanying a funeral 
procession. A woman came carrying a stove. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
reprimanded her so severely that she ran away at once. 

(Siart-un-Nabi Vol. VI) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : “No one should carry fire or funeral 
music behind a bier”. 

There was a custom in Arabia that people who wa*ked 
behind a bier used to cast away their cloaks as a mark of 
griof and only kept their skirts on. On seeing people in 
this state once the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : Are you observing a pagan 
custom ! I was thinking of invoking such a curse upon you 
that your appearances might be deformed”. The people at 
once put on their cloaks and never acted in this fashion- 
again. (26n Majdh ) 

6. Do not curse your illness, nor utter any word of complaint. 
Exercise utmost patience and self-control and pray for the 
reward in the Hereafter. 

The sins of the believers are washed away by suffering 
illness or enduring tortures. The soul of the believer is 
purged and he attains capital reward in the Eternal world. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has affirmed : 



•‘All pain that the believer endures on aocount of 
physical torture, illness or some other oanse is rewarded 
by God in such fashion that God purges the believer of all 
his sins even as a tree sheds its leaves”. ( Bukhari , Muslim ) 

Once on seeing a lady shivering, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired from 
her, ”0 Umm Sa’ib o^ Musayyib 1 Why are you shivering 
so V* She replied : “I am seized with fever. May God curse 
it l” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) advised her, “No, don’t curBe the fever. Fever 
purges the progeny of Adam of sins even as fire smelts the 
ore to extract pure iron”. (Muslim) 

Hadrat ‘Ata b. Rabah (may God be merciful to him) 
describes a drat hand account as follows : “On one oocasion 
■when we were near the Ka'ba, Hadrat ‘Abbas (may God 
be pleased with him) said to me, “Would you like to see a 
woman who will go to Paradise 1” “Yes, certainly”. 
Hadrat ‘Abbas (may God be pleased with him) said : 
“Look at that black woman. She once went to the 
presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and submitted, “0 Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) I am seized 
with such deep fits of epilepsy that I lose all oonsoiousness 
and in this state I become completely naked : 0 Prophet 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) 1 Pray 
to God in my behalf”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “If you continue 
to endure this affliction with patience, God will send thee 
to Paradise or if you wish I shall pray to God to cure 
thee”. On hearing this, the lady submitted : “0 Prophet 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) 1 I am 
willing to endure this affliction in peace. However, please 
pray to God to save me from the humiliation of being 
rendered naked in the state of epilepsy”. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) thereupon 
prayed to God on behalf of this lady. Hadrat ‘Ata (God 
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be merciful to him reports that he saw this tall lady Umm 
Rafz on the steps of the Ka'ba.” 

6. Do not observe mourning for more than three days on the 
death of any one. It is natural to be atricken with grief 
and to weep on the death of relations, yet the period of 
mourning should not exceed three days. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “It 
is not lawful for a believer to mourn the death of someone 
for a period of more than threB days. However, the lawful 
mourning period for a widow is four months and ten days 
During this period, she should not put on a oolourful 
dress, nor use any perfume nor should bedeok herself." 

( Tirmidhi ) 

On the fourth day after the death of the brother of 
Hadrat Zainab bint Jahsh (Qod bo pleased with her) 
some ladies visited her to offer oondolenoos. Hadrat 
Zainab (Qod be phased with her) applied perfume'to her 
person in the presence of everyone and remarked : "I did 
not need to use perfume at this time. However, 1 have 
done so now because I have heard the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) to soy, “It is not 
lawful for a Muslim lady to observe mourning for more 
than three days for any relation except her husband'' 

7. Advise each other to bear sorrow, grief or calamity calmly 
and patiently. When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) returned from the battle of Dhud 
the ladies came to hia holy presence to enquire after their 
relations and kin. When Hadrat Hamna bint Jahsh (God 
be pleased with her) appeared, the Holy Prophet (ph.ee 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) instructed he'r to 
bear her grief calmly, and said : “Be patient over the 
martyrdom of your brother 'Abdullah (God be pleased with 
him) and she recited : djLlj yfl llj j i 111 l-I nni UUahi m 

innd ilaihi ra ;!•«». It is from Allah and we have to return 
to Allah and prayed for the salvation of her brother". 



Then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) instructed her, “Be patient over the martyrdom 
x>f your maternal uncle Hamza (God be pleased with him)”, 
Hadrat Hamna (God be pleased with her) again recited 

Ol lil j Ji U1 — Inna lillahi wa inna ilaihi raj i‘ tin and 
prayed for the salvation of her uncle. 

The son of Hadrat Abu Talha (God be pleased with 
him) was gravely ill- Leaving his son in this precarious 
state, Talha (God be pleased with him) had to go out to 
work^ The child died in his absence. Abu Talha’s wife 
(God be pleased with her) instructed the people not to 
report the news to Abu Talha (God be pleased with him). 
When he returned home in the evening after work, he 
enquired from the wife : “How is the child ? She replied : 
“He is in a more restful state”. Then she brought dinner 
for Abu Talha (God be pleased with him). He ate it in 
peace and went to bed. Next morning the pious wife 
conveyed the sad news to her husband in a very wise 
manner. She asked him : “If Bomeone lends something to 
somebody and then demands it back, what right has the 
possessor to withhold the thing from the real owner ?” Abu 
Talha (God be pleased with him) replied : “It is impossible 
for the borrower to claim suoh a right”. Thereupon the 
patient wife observed : “Be patient over the loss of your 
son then”. (Muslim) 

8. Welcome all hardships in the way of righteousness in good 
cheer and feel joy rather than sorrow at whatever distress 
befalls you in this way. Offer thanks to the Lord that He 
thus accepted your saorifiice in His way. Hadrat Asma 
(God be pleased with her) , the illustrious mother of Hadrat 
‘Abdullah b. Zubair (God be pleased with him) once fell 
gravely ill. Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) 
came to enquire after her health. The mother said to him 
“Son 1 in the first place, I wish that God should keep me 
alive until I witness one of the two things that either you 
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should attain martyrdom on the field of battle and T 
should obtain the Grace of being patient on hearing the 
report of your martyrdom or you should gain victory and 
seeing you a victor I should gladden my sight. As God 
willed it so Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Zubair (God be pleased 
with him) attained martyrdom in the lifetime of his 
mother. Hajjaj ordered to keep his dead body hanging on 
the stake. Hadrat Asma’ (God be pleased with her) was 
at that time too old and weak yet in spite of her old age 
and weakness she arrived to look at this piteous sight. 
Instead of crying and wailing on seeing the dead body of 
her dear son, she addressed Hajjaj and said to him : “Has 
not the time yet come for this rider to dismount the horse?” 
fi. Support one another in grief and pain. Share the sorrows 
and afflictions of your friends and lend all help you can to 
alleviate their suffering. The Holy Prophet (peaoe and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “All Muslims 
are like one human body. If the eye becomes sore, the 
entire body feels distress. If there is a pain in the head, 
all organs of the body suffer the agony”. ( Muslim ) 


At the time when Hadrat Ja'far Tayyar (God be 
pleased with him) attained martyrdom, the Holy Prophet 
(peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“Let food be Bent to Ja'far’s house, for the inmates of kis 
house in their abundance of grief will not be able to cook 


meal”. 


(Abu Davrud) 


Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “A man who offers condo- 
lences to a woman whose child is dead shall be admitted in 
Paradise and he shall be wrapped in the sheet of Para- 
di86 ”- . (Tirnidhi) 

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) also observed: “The man who solaces an 
afflicted person shall be rewarded in the same degree as the 
afflicted one”. (Tirmidhi) 
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In the same connection the- Holy Prophot (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) ©njoinod upon tho people 
to join the funerals. Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased 
with him) has reported : “The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : The person 
who joins tho funeral and says the funeral prayor will get 
a reward equal to one Qlrat (Carat) and tho person who 
after the funeral prayers attends the burial also will got 
reward oqual to two Qirafs (Carats)’’. Someone asked : 
“What will be the mass of these two Qira£s ?” The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observ- 
ed : “The mass of these two Qirafs will be equal to two 
mountains”. ( Bukhari , Muslim) 

10. When you are pressed under the burden of calamities and 
afflicted with sorrows, turn to God ; offer worship and bow 
in humility to Him and say prayers to Him. The Holy 
Qur’an affirms ; 

■ « - ♦ * •> • -• •>-, .% s ,i„, 

fsjSJU . j-4 alb 1^.1 j,jj| 

Td ayyuhalladhlna amanust'axnu biasabri wasgalah. 

“0 ye who believe t Seek help through perseverance 
and prayer”. 

It is natural to be sorrowful and shed tears in a grief- 
Btricken state. However, avoid weeping loudly. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to weep in a muffled voice. He (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) used to heave a cold sigh ; tears 
would stream down the eyes and the voice which oame out 
of his holy bosom used to be similar to the sound of a. 
bubbling kettle or the turning of a grinding wheel. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has himself described the state of his grief and weeping. 

“The eye sheds tears '; the heart is filled with sorrow ; 
yet our tongue utters only those words whioh are pleasing 
to our Lord”. 



Had rat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) report* 
that whenever the Holy Prophot (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) felt worried, he used to look up to the 

heavens and said repeatedly (JaJ'j**** d^—Subhanalla 
hitazlm. Gloried bo the Lord the Magnificent and when 
the sorrow deepened and the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) devoted himself to prayer 
with greater fervour, ho (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to say : 

l , „ i - ~ 

KfXiy) . L. ^ Lj 

7a hayyu ya qayyumu. ( Tirmidhi ) 

(The Alive, The Eternal) 

11. Say these prayers in the moments of intense grief and 
sorrow ; when calamities befall and you are under heavy 
stress of grief and unrest. Hadrat Sa‘d b. Waqqas (God 
be pleased with him) reports that the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : The prayer 
which Dhun-Nun 1 offered to God from the belly of the fish 
was as follows : 

. (ji liiL**;-* oi *)M <ji SJ 

jay *U» 

La ilaha ilia avia aubhanaka inni kvntu min-az-zalimln. 

“There is no deity except Thee. Be Thou glorified 1 
Lo I have been a wrong doer”. (21 . 87) 

Hence any Muslim who says this prayer to God in 
times of distress or hardship, God surely accepts his prayer. 
It is reported by Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with 
him) that in moments of sorrow or grief, the Holy Prophet 


1. The allusion is to Hadrat Yunus (peace be upon him). 
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(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to say thiB 
prayer : 

Lj iii mi 01 m < & 4 \ <ji m 

« ‘t’J VJ J ^ '>***" 

tjJLw* ( <,$ 

La ilaha illallahu rab-ul-'orak-il-' azlm . La ilaha iUallahu 
rabb-us-samawati wa rabb’ul-ardi rahb-ul-‘ at sh-il- Karim. 

“There is no deity except God. He is the Master of 
Great Heaven. There is no deity except God. He' is the 
Master of Heaven and Earth and the .Master of High 
Heaven”. 

Hadrat Abu Musa {God be pleased with him) states 
that the Prophet of- God (peace end bletitags of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

, , i , „ . . , < ,s > ,■ . - 

, Ml -oil y l**U M i ail* Ml 5jJ My J j*- M 

La kaula wala quw-wata ilia billahi wala malja minallahi 
ills ilaihi. 

This prayer is a panacea for ninety-nine ills. The 
least benefit to be derived from saying this prayer is that 
he who says this prayer remains safe from grief and 
sorrow. 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Mas'ud (God be pleased with 
him) reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “Any one who is affiioted 

1. ItisGod only Who bestows .the strength to abstain from sin and 
bestows the favour to perform righteous deeds. There is no refuge 
from the punishment of God, gave in His own Being {i.e. only he 
oan escape from the punishment of the Lord who seeks refuge in the 
mercy of the Lord. 
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with pain or distress and Bays this prayer, God will sorely 
turn his sorrow and grief into happiness and felicity : 
t ^ >• , - »- *- s >i - 

< ia-j is** <y)j <y) j 

J-i jjC iSu.1 J Jjp i j u*'- 

, y ihiLr j ji ^ 

S ii!up ,Jip j m ^ Jr* ^ 

*£« J 4 ir^ P^ 1 °'P' ^ 

* • j 

J-nw OL»- Jil . -Low 1 * . J 


AUabumua inn! 'oMuia wa ibnu 'Mite w> «■»« 
omolitn nosijofi biyadiU mdd.n /isum hnbmika ««“» 
fiyya qadd'nka aa’alnka bikuiti iemin »««® »*<■ 

•on.nn.ita 6iM no/taia an .n.aitetn /. Wo6.te on 
■oitamtakn ahadan min khalqikd ami.HCtharta bihifi 

■ilmil-ghaibi 'indafc. on toj'oj.o|.«nr^n-ol- o.lma ro6l a 

oolM no nnro (.alary tM jalo'o ln.nl no ^“0““ 
Aamml. (Ahmad, Ibn Habbdn, Hisn ffasiw) 

'■God I r am Thy servant. My father iB Thy servant 
•nd bo iB my mother. Thon host power over my whole 
being. It is thy Low whioh rules my life. All thy 
Commends in my oo«e ore most juBt. I beseech Thee in 
theneme of oil Attributes whioh thou hove mentioned 
thy own or those which thon reveeled in thy Boot or 
revealed to some among Thy creatures or kept them 
hidden in Thy veiled Treasures, to make the Great Book 
Qur'an the pleasure of my heart, the light of my eyes, the 
balm for my affliction and a onre for my anxiety”. 



12. If, God forbid, matters come to such a pass that the 
calamities and hardships oppress you so hard that life 
becomes unbearable and distress assume such fearful 
proportions that the burden of life hangs heavy on you, 
even under such circumstances do never call for death nor 
should you ever think of the disgraceful act of taking your 
own life. The act of suicide is a symptom of cowardioe ; it 
is the worst form of breach of trust and the most heinouB 
sin. Under such conditions of perplexity and unrest, pray 
constantly to God in these words : 

. - j , , __ 

OS' j J \jS. S^JI CJlf U 

i . J I jS- sujjl 

AUahumma ahyinl tna kanaUilhayatu khairan ll wa 
tawaffanl idha kanat-il-wafatu khairan ll. 

[Muslim, BukhSrl) 

"God ! Keep me alive as long as it is better for me 
to live and if there be goodness for me in death, send me 
death”. 

13. Say this prayer when you find any one afflicted with 
hardship. Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
related : The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : 

"He who says the following prayer on seeing the 
other afflicted with trouble will, God willing, himself re- 
main safe from this trouble : 


Jt . c 


Jp J 4)1 ibtjl L* 4) Ju>ji 
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Alhamdu lillahil-ladht 'afdnl mimmabtala kallahu biht 
vxi faddalant ‘ ala kathirin mimman khalaqa tafdila. 

(Tirmidhi) 

Praise be to God Who saved me from that where-with 
He hath afflicted thee and made me to excel with a marked 
excellence most of those whom he created. 



Etiquettes in 
Fear and Panic 


1. Assailed by the dread of the slaughter, devastation, 
tyranny, barbarity, mischief and strife unleashed by 
the enemies of faith or panio-strioken by the catastro- 
phic effects of natural calamities under all circum- 

stances use the insight of a true believer and probe 
into the real causes of these visitations. Instead of 
wasting time on superficial remedies, foous all your 
energies on putting into effeot the injunctions contained 
in the Book of God and the Sunnah. The Holy Qur’an 
affirms : 

. , , . t . . • > ~ - - — 

\yL^j j U-i 

,r- tSj; u* 

Wa mS atabakum min musibatin fabima kaeabat aidfkum 
wa ya'fu an kaihtir. (Aah-Shura : 30) 

“Whatever of misfortune striketh you it is what you 
have earned by your own deeds. And He forgiveth much”. 

And the Holy Qur’an itself reveals the remedy : 

X « - ' • * » * - 

. Ifji ^ J 

Wa tubii ilallahi jam? an ayyuhal-mu'miniina la'alla- 
kum tuflihun. 1 

“And all of you together should turn to God in 
repentance, 0 Believers, so that you may get salvation”. 
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‘Tauba’ (Repentance) denotes : ‘To return’, ‘To have 
recourse to’. Immersed in the fearful cesspool of sins 
and vices, when the Ummah (Muslim Nation) feels a sense 
of shame and turns to God in a spirit of devotion and 
having washed the stains of her vices by tears of repen- 
tance, renews her pledge of allegiance to God — this state 
is described in the Holy Qur’an by the term ‘Tauba’. This 
‘repentance’ and ‘petition for mercy’ is the most efficacious 
and genuine remedy against the feBr and dread of all 
forms of evil and strife. 

2. Do not degrade the honour of your national life by adopt- 
ing a cringing attitude before the tyranny, oppression and 
mischievous evils of the enemies of faith ; do not reduce 
yourself under their awe to the indignity of begging the 
cruel enemy for mercy. Gird up your loins ; strengthen 
your faith and remove weakness which produces cowardice 
in you and encourages the enemies of faith to oppress and 
extinguish you. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah' be upon him) has identified two causes for this 
weakness : 

(1) Attachment to the world. 

(2) Fear of Death. 

Make a resolve that you will not rest in peace until 
you have eliminated these two evils from your own self 
'as well as from the general body of the Muslims. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 

“My Ummah will pass through a time when other 
nations, considering you an easy prey, will fall upon you 
just &b the hungry rush towards food. Someone asked: 
“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) : Will our number dimmish inviting the other nations 
to unite together and make an assault to devour us t” 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be. upon 
him) observed : “No, you will not then be less in number 



but will render yourself weightless like straws that float 
helplessly in the flood water. Your enemies will no. longer 
fear you and your hearts will be stricken with cowardice 
and helplessness.” At this stage, a man enquired: “O 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) ! What will be the cause of such cowardice ?” The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : “There will be two causes : 

•You will start loving the world and 

•You will feel allergic to death and hat* the very idea of 

(Abu Daumd) 

3. Purge your society of sensuality, frivolity, dominance 
of women, and wickedness. Make vour collective strength 
impregnable and use it to eradicate evil and mischief. 
Mako a determined effort to inculcate and promote bravery, 
zest and courage in each and every individual of your 
fraternity (Millat). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him has affirmed : 

“When your rulers are righteous, and the rich among 
you are generons and parge-hearted and when your collec- 
tive affairs are decided by mutual consultation, then life 
on the surface of the earth is far better for you than death 
i.e. to be buried down the earth beneath the surface of the 
earth. But when your governors and rulers are persons of 
wicked character and the rich in your society are lovers of 
wealth (materialists) and are stingy and misers ; and when 
the course of your affairs is determined by your wives, then 
death i.e. to be buried down the earth is far better for you 
than life on the surfaoe of the earth.” (Tirmidhi) 

4. Never fail to support the right even under the most dread- 
ful circumstances. To give away one’s life in support of 
right is far better than to lead a godless and ignominious 
existence. Do not shrink from upholding the truth in the 
severest of trials and in the face of the greatest dread. 
Respond to the threat of death with a smile and* welcome 



the chance of attaining martyrdom with zest and eagerness. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) affirmed r 

“The wheel of Islam is on the move, beware you must 
turn towards the direction given by the Holy Qur'an. Be 
vigilant ! Tho Qur’an and the political power will shortly 
part company. Bo ware lest you should forsako tho Qur'an. 
In tho times to come thoro will bo rulors who will impose 
their frill on you. If you obey thorn, they will lead you 
astray from tho path of rightcousnoss. And if you rebel 
against them, they will put you to death.” A companion 
(God he pleased with him) submitted : “What should wo 
do then, 0 Prophet of God (peaoe and blessings of Allah 
be upon you) !” The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) replied : “Do what the companions of 
Jesus (peace be on him) did. They were cut through with 
saws and hanged on the cross. It is far better to givo 
one’s life obeying the oommandments of Allah than to live 
a life of disobedience to the Almighty”. 

5. Strive constantly against thoso evils of the society which 
produoe an atmosphere of fear and panic in the people and 
load to poverty, famine and violence reducing the whole 
nation to a miserable and helpless lot suffering the oppre- 
ssions and tyranny of their enemies. 

Had rat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) 
remarks : Wherever dishonesty becomes the order of the 
day, the people lose heart and courage and are afraid of 
their enemies and wherever adultery bocomes a common 
practice the people are destined to perish. Whenever 
people start bungling in weights and measures, they 
oertionly faoe famine and starvation and where Justice is 
denied blood is inevitably to be shed there. Any nation 
which commits breaoh of promise is doomed to become the 
slave of its enemy”. (Jftsfciol) 

6. When you are aBsai led by the dread of tho foes, say thi» 
prayer : 
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■ ( 0 ‘ j J 'j'I 

<Jr^- o'* 9 " li^* i ^j'- 9 y»U 

Atta\umma inna naj'aluka fi nuhiirihim wa na'udhu 
bika min skururihim. 

{Abu-Dawud, Nasai, Hisn Hasten) 

“0 God ! Behold, we place Thee in front of them and 
seek refuge in Thee from their misohiefs". 

7. When you are surrounded by the enemy, say this prayer ; 

. <yl j tljl jj* jjxJ\ 

**« -u»-H 

Allahummastur ‘aurdlinl wa damin rau 'alina. 

{Ahmad, Hisn ./fasten) 

“God I Do safeguard our honour and respect and 
bless us with peace in this state of fear and harassment”, 

8. On seeing the windstorm rising or a cloud overcasting the 
sky, you should feel apprehension and fear. Had rat 
‘Aisha’ (God be pleased with her) reports that "1 never 
beheld the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) breaking into laughter in such a manner as to 
make his sacred mouth wide open. In moments of joy, a 
smile used to play on his august face. When a windstorm 
arose or a cloud darkened the sky,, he (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) used to feel apprehensive and began 
to say prayers. In a mood of grave apprehension, he alter- 
nately stood up or sat down and this mood lasted until the 
clouds had burst into rain. I submitted : “0 Prophet of 
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! I see 
that other people rejoice when they see a cloud and look 
forward to rain with joyous hope, yet I see that your holy 
face shows feelings of heaviness and anxiety on watching a 
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cloud”. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
ef Allah be upon him) observed : ‘A’isha (God be pleased 
with you), how can I avoid the apprehension that this 
cloud will not bring down a calamity, when I have the 
precedent before me that the nation of ‘Ad were visited with 
a calamitous windstorm. On beholding this cloud, the 
people of ‘Ad had said : “This cloud will pour rain over 
us”. (Bukhari, Muslim). Say this prayer when you see a 
cloud or a windstorm rising : 

* - .. » - ' 

W-jj 

|<_)1 . 1 LUp Sfj 

Allahumma-j'alhd riyahan tvala taj'alhd rlhan. Alla- 
humma-j'alha rahmatan wa la taj'alhd adhabd. 

{ Tabrani ) 

If the windstorm fills the horizon with deep darkness 
say ; 

^ • m ^ ft • % 

jLiJI 

Qul a'adhu birabbil falaki. 

< • . *•*- 

u-til i>t J-» 

Qul a'adhu birabbin nasi, 

I seek refuge with the Lord of the Dawn and I Beek 
refuge with the Lord of Men (Surah 113*114) 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) relates : 
“Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) beheld the windstorm rising, he used to say 
the following prayer : 

1. God make this wind a blowing, not an evil. God make it n bounty, 
not sn ordeal. 



c-Ujt u j iuLi Ji 

C-L»jl U j* J U J U J -* j* iL jjlll j 4_j 

ti£±»s t fJ~A» . 

Allahumma innl as’aluka khairaha via khaira ma fiha 
wa khaira ma ursilat bihi via a'udhu biku min sharrihi 
wa aharri mdflhd wa ahurri ma ursilut bihi. 

‘ ' 0 God ! Behold, I beg of Thoe the good of this (wind) 
and the good of that which is therein, and the good of that 
which hath been sent therewith. And I seek refuge in Thee 
from the evil thereof and the evil of that which is therein 
and the evil of that which hath been sent therewith”. 

9. When excessive rain threatens loss and destruction, say 
this prayer : 

J'j fS-vi j; pi il "JS v pi 

t ]1 Cj.L* j Ojkj j 

Allahumma hawalaina la' alaind Allahumma 'alat-dakami 
waz-zirdbi wa butun-il-audiyati wa manabit-ieh- ahaja r i . 

{Bukhari, Muslim) 

”0 God ! let there be downpour in our suburb ; but 
not on us. Let the rain fall on hillocks in the thickets on 
the mountains, rivers, and on the hot beds of plantations”. 

( Bukhari Muslim) 

10. On hearing the roar of clouds and the thundorbolt, stop 
conversation and begin reciting the following verso of the 
Holy Qur an : 
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'•* - * p. - *>• - ». i ■ c > ,,j _ 

• Cf »-U»u A^jJI J 

Or j»j!Ii 

Wa yutabbihur-ra'du bihamjiil wal-mah’ibalu min. 

»“!<“**■ UlBa-d’.U) 

•‘And the thunder (of the clouds) hymnoth Hi. praise 
and (so do) the Angels for awe of Him”. 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Zubair (God be pleased with 
him) on hearing the thunderbolt used to atop talking and 
recited the same verse. ( A UAdab al-Mufrad) 

Hadrat Ka‘b (God be pleased with him) states that any 
one who recites this verse three times on hearing the 
thunderbolt will remain safe from its danger. (Tirmidhi) 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) on hearing the roar of the clouds and the thun. 
derbolt used to say this prayer : 

Jj lUlpj tilUaj UOfJ Sf j U-L^aJ V 

Allahumma la taqlulnd bighadabika wa la tuhlikna bt- 
‘adhabika wa ‘afina qabla dhalik. ( Al-Adab al-Mufrad) 

”0 God 1 Slay us not with Thy wrath and destroy us 
not with Thy punishment but preserve us before that”. 

11. When fire breaks out, make energetic efforts to extinguish 

it and continue to say : jS\ -al ‘^T 1 ^1 (God is Great, God 
is Great). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has observed : “When you see a fire blazing 

out, say : jS ~ I Zi\—AUahu akbar. (God is Great). ‘Takhir 1 
(Praise of God) extinguishes the fire”. 
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12, When you are soizod with fear and panic, say this prayer. 
God willing fear will vanish and you will attain peace 
of mind. Hadrat Bra’ b. ‘Azib (God be pleased with him) 
reports : ‘‘A person once complained to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him; : “I 8u ffor 
from panic all the time”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) enjoined upon him to say 
the following prayer. He recited this prayer frequently and 
God freed his heart from panic. 


C^ 1 -’ '-r’j jj- lillJI ajjl oL»w. 


• < 1 >\ i^Jl 

Svihan-allah-il-malik-il-Qudduai rabbul-mala' ilcati i oar- 

ruhi jallalt-aa-samawati wal-aria bil-'izzati toal-jabrut. 

( Mu'jatnal-Tabrani ) 

“Pure and Supreme is the Lord, the Real Sovereign. 
Faultless. Oh Creator of Angels and Gabriol I Your 
Power and Awo reigns over the Heavens and Earth”. 



Etiquettes 
of Rejoicing 


1. You must celebrate occasions of joy in a befitting manner. 
Rejoicing is a demand of human instincts and a natural 
urge. Religion gives due importance to the satisfaction of 
natural instincts and permits their fulfilment subject to 
some useful restraints and conditions. Religion disapproves 
of marring jthe attractiveness of your personality by 
assuming such poses as artificial dignity, unnecessary 
sombreness, permanent sorrow and gloom. Religion allows 
you full rights to oelebrate joy on all lawful festive 

occasions and enjoins upon you to keep your spirits high 

with a bold attitude, zestful living and fresh aspirations. 
To avoid oelebrations of joy on lawful occasions and to 
consider the sentiment of rejoicing as unbecoming to 
the genuine spirit of religion. 

If God grants you the favour of performing st/pki 
religious duty; you or one of your relations attains high 
honour in learning and excellence ; God confers on you 
prosperity, wealth or some other bounty ; you return safe 
from a long journey or any of your relations comes back 
from his travels to distant parts ; you receive a visit from 
an honourable guest ; a marriage comes off or the birth 
of a child takes placo in your home; you recoive report 
of the health and well-being of a near relative or the 
happy news of the victory or glorious achievement of the 

people of Islam ; or on festivals it is your natural right 

to celebrate these occasions with rejoicing. Islam not only 
allows the holding of festivities, but regards this act as in 
perfect harmony with the spirit of religion. 1 
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Hadrat Ka‘b ibn Malik (God be pleased with him) 
relates : “When God had accepted my prayer for 
forgiveness and I reoeived the glad tidings of it, I at once 
went to the presence of the Holy Prophet {peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). I offered my salam(peace 
be on yon). At that moment, the holy face of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was radiant 
with joy. Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) attained some happiness, his face 
would glow with the radiance of moon and we used to take 
the brightness and radiance of his faoe as index of exce- 
edingly joyous feelings in him {peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). ( Riyad-ua Salihln) 

2. Make arrangements to celebrate the festival with free 
rejoicing and open merriment. Feel quite informal and let 
yourself join the festivities without inhibitions. On 
arrival at Medina, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : 

“You used to celebrate festivities on two days during 
a year. God has now bloBsed you with two better days, 
i.e., 'Id al-Fitr and ‘Id al-Adha. Celebrate these two 
festivals of the year with great happiness and oomplete 
rejoicing and arrange reunions and indulge in fun and 
recreation in joyous mood and give vent to your feelings 
of happiness in a natural manner. It is because of this 
injunction of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) that fasting is forbidden on the 
oooaBions of these two festivals.” The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed 

“These two days are meant for feasting, celebration 
of joy in union with other people and to remember God”. 

( Sharah M‘adni-vI-Athar) 

On the day of 'Id, be neat and clean and take a bath, 
put on the best dress aocording to your means , use perfume, 
eat good food and let the children enjoy themselves with 
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proper means of recreation and games and permit to 
observe fun freely and without let or hinderance. 

Hadrat * A’isha (God be pleased with her) relates : “It 
was the ‘Id day and some slave-girls were singing the 
verses which the Ansar had composed about the battle of 
Bu’ath. 1 Whije-'the girls were thus ongaged in singing, 
Hadrat Aim Bakr (God be pleased with him) came and 
exclaimed in astonishment : “How strange ! Singing in 
the household of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) 1” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah he upon him) answered: “Abu Bakr, never mind. 
Each nation has a festival day and today we celebrate 
our ‘Id.” 

Once on ‘Id day some negro acrobats were giving a 
demonstration of some military manoeuvres. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
himself watohed these exercises and let 'A’isha (God be 
pleased with her) also to see them from behind his back. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) gave the acrobats constant cheers. When ‘A isha (God 
be pleased with her) grew weary, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) permitted her to 
de P art ' (Bukhari) 

3. Observe the manners, injunctions, taste and spirit of Islam 
in your rejoicings. On receiving happiness, offer thanks to 
your Benefactor and prostrate before Him in gratitude. In 
the exoitement of your joy, do not perform any act nor 
adopt any attitude which does not conform to the spirit of 
Islam or is contrary to Islamic manners and injunctions. 
Yon must express your joyous sentiments, but observe the 
rule of moderation and do not let your expression of happi- 
ness submerge the sentiments of obedience, devotion and 


J, The battle of Bu‘ath refers to that famous war which took place 
between two prominent tribes of the Ansar, Aus and Khazraj in the 
pagan times. 
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humility and turn into a display of haughtiness and pride. 
The Holy Qur’an affirms : 


, JJ>m i Jl>v* JT (_->W 4)lj pCjl Lj I 


itr jjjiJii 

JFa la tafrahii bima at 3 hum wallahu la yuhibbu kulla 
mukhtalin fakhur. (57 : 23) 

"And exult not because of that which hath beon givon. 
Allah'loveth not all prideful boasters”. 

Do not be so intoxicated by happiness as to forget the 
remembrance of God. The supreme happiness of the pious 
is to remember the Bestower of happiness all the more and 
offer prostration before Him in gratitude and acknowledge 
by action and speech the Benefactions, Favour, Greatness 
and the Glory of God. 

After observing fasts during the month of Ramadan , 
and obtaining the favour of reciting the Holy Qur’an and 
saying ‘Taravih’ prayers at night, when you sight the ‘Id 
moon, your happiness knows no bounds. On realising that 
you have beon successful in carrying out the injunctions of 
God by His Grace, you at once give away the share of your 
poor and needy brethren out of your wealth so as to make 
amends for any negligence in worship or error in discharg- 
ing the duty of Devotion to God and also to enable the 
poor people to participate with others in the joys 
of the ‘Id. In acknowledgement of this favour of God, 
you express your befitting sentiments of joy by offering 
two prayers of thanksgiving to God and on the day of ‘Id 
al-Adha you commemorate the great and unique sacrifice 
of Hadrat Ibrahim and Hadrat Isma'il {peace be on them) 
and thus finding your own heart filled with the eagerness 
to make sacrifice you offer prostration to God in gratitude. 
And then the hymns of ‘Praise be to God’, ‘Takbtr* and 
‘Thanksgiving’ resound through every community and are 



hewd in all .treat., lane, and road.. And when on 'Id 
day. you eat well and put on your beat olothea and celeh- 
rate your ,oy. in lawful fashion aeoording to the injunction, 
of th. Shariah all these activities of your, are recorded a, 
mbm'ssion to and acknowledgement of the authority of 


4. Invite other, to join your celebrations of joy and similarly 
participate in the rejoicingB of others to enhance their 
feelings of happiness. Exchange messages of felicitation 
on occasions of joy. 

When the repentance of Hadrat Ka'b b. Malik (God 
be pleased with him) was accepted by God and the Muslims 
got news of this fact, they came in crowds to offer 
congratulation! to Hadrat Ka'b (God be pleased with 
him). They expressed their unbounded joy. Hadrat Ka'b 
was ao deeply impressed by the felicitation and expressions 
of rejoicing displayed by Hadrat Talha (God be pleased 
with him) that its memory never faded all through 
hia lifo. In his old age Hadrat Ka'b (God be pleased with 
him) related the case of his trial and repentance to his son 
'Abdullah and especially mentioned about Hadrat Talha’s 
(God be pleased with him) eapres sions of joy. He remark- 
ed : "I can never forget Talha’s manner of felicitation 
and feelings of joy”. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blossings of Allah be 
upon him) on conveying to Ka'b (God bepjeaeed with him) 
the glad tidings of the acceptance of his repentance 
expressed his personal feelings of exceeding joy and 
observed : ‘‘Ka‘b, this is the happiest day of thy life 1 
( Riyad-ua-Salihin ) 

On occasions of marriage or birth of a child or on 
similar events of joy, in the homes of other people, join in 
their celebrations and congratulate them on that happy 
ocoaaion. 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) reports 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him) used to congratulate the newly-wedded in these 
words : 

J UJCLj j U-Cj-Lt h jC j dU <0)1 iijL* 

. jfi- 

Barak-allahu laka ten baralca ‘ alaikuma tea jama'a 
bainakuma fl-khairin. ( Tirmidhl ) 

“May the Lord keep you in prosperity and confer His 
blessings upon both of you and may He grant you the 
favour of living together in perfect harmony”. 

On one occasion Hadrat Husain (God be pleased with 
him) instructed someone to congratulate others on the 
birth of a child in the following manner : 

“May God grant you grace in this gift. May God 
grant you the favour of offering gratitude to Him. May 
God develop this child into a full-blended youth and raise 
him submissive to you”. 

5. When a near relative or an acquaintance returns from a 
long journey, go and weloome him and express your feelings 
of joy on his safe return and successful conclusion of his 
mission. If he holds a function to celebrate the happy 
occasion of his safe return from the journey, go and join 
the party. On the other hand, when you return home safe 
from your travels and arrange a function to celebrate the 
occasion, invite your near relatives to the party. However, 
you must avoid unnecessary expense or ostentatious and 
lavish display. Do not incur expenditure which is beyond 
your average means. When the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) returned from the battle of 
Tabuk, the Muslim men and children had advanced to 
Thaniyyat-ul-Wada' to receive him (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). ( Abu Daiciid) 
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When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) migrated from Mecca and reached Medina and 
prepared to enter the city from the southern side, the 
Muslim men, women, boys and girls came out of their 
homes to greet him (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). The small girls of the Ansar were singing these 
happy songs : 

•fb 4 Ipi l< lL.Jp Jjj\ > 
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Tal'a albadru ‘alaind Min Thaniyyatilwadd'i. 

W njabaah-thukru ‘alaind. Ma d'aa lillahi da’i. 

Ayyuh-al-mab'iUu fina. Ji'ta bil-amrilmxif&'i. 

“Today, the moon arose upon us from the southern 
hill, Thaniyyatul Wada'. 1 It is our duty to offer thanks for 
the call and teaching of the Apostle who invited us 
towards God. 0 Prophet I Who has been sent among us, 
you have brought such a religion that we will bear allegi- 
ance to it”. 

Once on his return to Medina from a journey, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bo upon him) 
slaughtered a camel and a cow and arranged a feast for the 
people. (Abu Jjawiid) 

6. Celebrate the occasions of marriage with great joy and 
happiness and invite your relatives and friends to partici- 

1. Thaniyyatul- Wada' was the name of a mound in the south of Medina. 
The citizens of Medina used to accompany their departing guest* up 
to this point. It was due to this reason that the mound come to be 
known a< Tliui’iiyyntul Wada* or the mound of departure 
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pate in the celebration of the happy event. The Holy 
Prophet (poaco and blessings of Allah be upon him) per- 
mitted singing and playing of music especially ‘duff’ on 
weddings. This injunction is meant to serve a two-fold 
purpose : the fulfilment of the feelings of joy and the 
public announcement and propagation of the news of 
wedding. 

Hadrat A’isha (God bo pleased with her) married one 
of her female relations to a man from the Ansar. At the 
time of the departure of the bride, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Why 
didn’t these people send a slave-girl with her to play duff 
and sing some songs on the way”. (Bukhari) 

On the occasion of the wedding of Hadrat Rabi' bint 
Mu'avvidh (God be pleased with her), some girls were 
sitting with her and playing on 'duff'. They were singing 
some verses in praise of their fathors who had attained 
martyrdom in the battle of Badr. One of the girls recited 
this line : "And there is a prophet in our midst who 
knows what is to happen tomorrow”, On hearing this, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : "Leave it out and Bing those verses which you 
were singing before”. (Bukhari) 

7. On the happy occasions of wedding, arrange a feast for 
your relatives and friends according to your position and 
means. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) established the precedent of arranging ‘Wallma’ 
feasts on his own marriages and enjoined upon others to 
follow the same practice. The Holy Prophet (peaoe and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : "If nothing 
else, slaugher a goat 'and Berve its meat to guests”. 

(Bukhari) 

If for some reason you cannot attend a wedding party, 
do send a message of congratulations. The practice of 
exchanging gifts on nuptials, weddings and on similar 
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occasions of joy, renews and deepens the relationships and 
augments love and lends warmth to it. Nonetheless bo 
careful to send gifts of the value which your means can 
afford and by restraining your feelings of sincerity and love, 
avoid ostentatious display. 



Etiquettes of 
Respect of Mosque 


1. The best portion of the earth in the sight of God is that 
upon which a mosque is raised. The distinctive feature of 
the devotee of God is that he loves the mosque also. On the 
terrific day of doom when there will be no shade anywhere, 
God will keep that person under the shade of His Heaven 
whose heart is devoted to the mosque. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed 


“The man whose heart is devoted to the mosque will 


rest under the shade of Heaven". 

{Bukhari) 

2. Do service to the mosque ; keep the house of God popu- 
lated. To render servioe to the mosque and koop it 
populated is a sign of faith. God affirms : 

. ^ j_.J ' j 4lL; ,y\ -ill _ 
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InnamS Ya'muru masajid-allahi man amana bil-lahi 
wal yaum-il-akhiri. {Al-Tauba : 18) 

“He Bhall tend Allah’s sanctuaries who believeth in 
Allah and the Day of reckoning". 

3. Always say your obligatory prayers with the congregation 
in the mosque. Maintain a regular system of congregation 
and announcement of the Prayer-call in the mosque and 
discipline your whole life in conformity with the system 
of the mosque. Mosque is the pivot around whioh the 
whole circle of a true believer’s life revolves. Thd Holy 
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Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 

“There are certain people among the Muslims who 
stay in the mosque permanently, and do not leave the 
place. They have angels as their companions. If suoh 
people disappear from the mosque, the angels go about 
looking for them. If these people fail ill, the angels 
enquire after their health and when they are engaged in 

some task, the angels aid them A person who sits in 

the mosque anticipates blessings of the Lord". 

( Musnad Ahmad) 

4. Go to the mosque with eagerness and enthusiasm to say 

your prayerB. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “The aot of going 

to the mosque morning and evening is like going to fight 
in the cause of God". And further observed : “The 
people who go towards the mosque in the dim light of the 
dawn will be aooompanied by full radiance of light on the 
Day of Doom”. In addition, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “Eaoh step 
that a man takes towards the mosque to say his prayers 
with the congregation, deletes one sin and adds one virtue 
to his account", (Ibn Hibban) 

5. Keep the mosque clean and tidy. Sweep the plaoe and 

clean out all dust or filth. Burn incense, especially on 
Fridays so that the whole mosque becomes fragrant with 
the aroma of the incense. The Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “To sweep the 
mosque ; to keep it tidy and clean ; to cast out all dust 
and filth from the mosque ; to burn incense in the mosque, 
especially to make the place fragrant with the aroma of 
the incense on Fridays — all these are acts which lead to 
Paradise”. (Ibn Majah) 

Moreover, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) affirmed : “To clean out the dirt and 
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dost of the mosque is the mehr (j4*) {the consideration 
paid for the marriage contract) of a pretty-eyed Houri”. 

(Tabrant) 

6. Go to the mosque in a state of fear and trepidation. Say 
‘Aasalamo ‘Alaikum’ (peace be on you) on entering ihp 
mosque. Sit down quietly and pray in such a manner that 
your heart should be filled with the awe of the Greatness 
and Glory of God. Those who enter the mosque laughing 
and talking are oareless and impudent. The hearts of 
such people are devoid of the fear of God. Some people in 
their bid to join the congregation before they lose any 
Rak'ah rash forward into the mosque. This act is contrary 
to the sinctity of the mosque. Whether yon are able to 
join the ‘Rak'ah’ or not, walk in the mosque with poiso, 
dignity and in humility ; avoid hurried movement. 

7. Sit down in the mosque in peace and avoid worldly talk. 
To shout or make a noise, to cut jokes and raise laughter, to 
discuss bazar rates, to comment on the world affairs or to 
strike business deals in the mosque is a sacrilege. Mosque 
is a place of Divine Worship ; ubo it for the purpose of 
offering devotions to God only. 

8. Do not take such small children with you in the mosque 
who have not yet attained awareness of the sanctity of the 
mosque lest they should discharge urine, defecate or spit 
in the mosque. 

9. Do not use the mosque as a thoroughfare. On entering 
the gate of the mosque it beoomes obligatory upon you to 
say prayers, or sit down and engage in the remembrance of 
God or recite the Holy Qur'an. 

10. If you lose something somewhere else, do not make an 
announcement of your loss from the mosque. Whenever 
Bomeone made such an announcement in the mosque of the 
Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), the 
Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
VM offended and used to remark : 
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£a radd-al-h.hu 'alaiha daalhtaka. 

“May God restore not the lost thing to thee 1” 

11. On entering the mosque put your right step in and say 
‘peace and blessings of Allah be on the Holy Prophet’ and 
then say the following prayer. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Whenever 
any of you enters the mosque, he should say ‘poaoe and 
blessings of Allah be on the Holy Prophet’ and then say 
.this prayer : 

"•* - • *«- 

Allahumm-aflah ll abioiba rahmatika. 

“O God ! Open the gates of Thy Meroy for me”. 

(Mtulim) 

After entering the mosque, say two Bak'ah’ of 
supererogatory prayers. These two-R»k‘ah are described 
by the term ‘Tahiyyat ul-Masjid’. Similarly, 

whenever you return from a journey, go first to the mosque 
and say two Rak'ah of supererogatory prayers and then 
proceed to your house. On return from a journey, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to go first to the mosque and offered supererogatory 
prayers and afterwards proceeded home. 

12. On coming out of the mosque, put your left step out and 
say this prayer : 

. . - • * **' •* *>*- 
. iiu* dUi-i ji 

AUaiumma i»tU tu'ahha mm fadlika. 

*‘0 God i I seek your Favour and Blessings”. 

(JTttKai) 


( 
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13. Maintain, a regular system of announcing the prayer-call 
and holding a congregation for the paying of prayers. 
Appoint only such persons as announcers of the prayer-call 
or Imam as are on the whole better than others in their 
devotion to religion and possess superior morals. If 
possible try to appoint those people as Mu’adhdhina and 
Imams who demand no honorarium for their services and 
are willing to discharge these duties voluntarily in antici- 
pation of the reward in the Hereafter. 

14. Say this prayer after hearing the prayer-oall. The Holy 

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : “The man who after hearing the announcement 
of the prayer-oall offers the following prayer will thereby 
acquire a right over me to say prayer for him on the Day 
of Doom”. [Miahkat) 

, „ * • , « , * * -•« i »«- 
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Allahumma rabba hidhih-id-da' •wat-it-t3ammati w-as- 
aal&t-il-q&'imali aali Muhammada-nil-xoaailata w-al- 
fadilata wad-darajat-ar-rafl'ata vnb'athhu maq&mam- 
Mahmuda-nil-ladhl wa'adtahu toarzuqna shafa'atahu 
yaum-al~qiySmali innaka la tukhlif-ul-mVdd. 

“God ! • The Possessor of this Perfeot Call and this 
Congregation standing for Prayer 1 Grant Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him) thy Friendship, Grace 
and Excellenoe and appoint him to that exalted state the 
promise of which Thou gave him and grant us the favour 



of Muhammad’s (peace be upon him) intercession with Thee 
on'our behalf. Undoubtedly Thou never take back Thy 
promises”. 

15. When the Mu’adhdhin is announcing the prayer-oall, repeat 
his utterances after him. However, when he says 
ayi,JI — Hayya ‘alaesalah and £3&l J* Hayya 

•-*»»*! ( _Sj _ 

'alal faldh say in reply J*JI -h b Vl 5^ Vj V La 

haula icala quwwata ilia billahil ‘aliyyil'azim 1 . In the 
course of announcing the call for dawn prayers when the 

Mu’addhin says j*>JI ^ iJCJl—Aasolalu khairum 
min-annaum. (Prayer is better than sleep) say these words 

in reply "Ctj ji J — Sadaqla wabararta. (You spoke 

true and good). 

16. When the announcer of Takbir says ‘*>UJ! cili jj'—Qad 

qama-tiesalah Bay these words in reply *>1 ^ Up 4 

— Aqdma-haUahu tva adamahd. (May God preserve him for 
ever). 

17. The women should say their prayers in the home instead 
of going to the mosque. On one occasion the wife of 
Hadrat Abu Humaid Sa'adi (God be pleased with them) 
submitted: “0 Prophet of God (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon you) 1 I cherish a great desire to Bay 
prayers in your company”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “I am aware 
of your eagerness. But it is better for you to say prayers 
in your room than in the verandah outside your room and 
saying prayers in the verandah of your house is better for 
you than saying prayers in the courtyard of your home”. 

However, the women should try their best to supply 
the need of the mosque. They should arrange the supply 


1. There ia no power and might but of Allah the Exalted, the Magnifioeat. 
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of water, mats, incense and perfumes and other articles of 
use to the mosques and should cherish feelings of deep 
attachment to the mosque in their hearts. 

18. Take grown up children with you to the mosquo. Mothers 
ought to persuade their children to go to the mosque so 
that they may develop eagerness and enthusiasm for 
prayers. Show tenderness, love and affection to children 
in the moBque. If they oommit any wrong or an act of 
mischief, do not rebuke or bully them. Make them under- 
stand the proper etiquettes with love and affection and 
instruct them to perform good deeds. 



Etiquettes of 
Saying Prayers 


1. Observe perfect cleanliness end parity for the purpose of 
saying the prayers. Brush your teeth el so when performing 
ablutions. The Prophet of God (pesos sad blessings of 
Allah be upon him) affirmed : "The distinctive mark of 
the members of my Ummeh on the Doomsdey will be thet 
their brows end orgens of eblution will be glowing with 
the radiance of Divine Light. Hence it is open to every, 
one to enhance his share of the Divine Light as much es 
ho wants”. 

2. Put on clean, neat, respeotable civilised end proper dress 
for observing prayers. The Holy Qur'an affirms : 

• - 1 *— Ij - i* fil 


Ya bant ddama kkudhu zlnatakam 'inda kulli masjidin. 

"0 sons of Adam I Adorn yourself properly at each 
hour of prayer.” 

3. Be punctual in the observance of prayers. 


*•>'- • - -• • M , f 
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Innaasaldta kinal ‘ataWssiM,. kitlban mauqnta. 

The prayer has been made obligatory for the believers 
to be observed at prescribed hours. Hadrat 'Abdullah b 
Mas'ud (God be pleased with him) once submitted to the 
Holy Prophot (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) ■ 
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“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) I Which deed is the most favourite one to God”. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
replied : “To say prayer at the proper hour”. Furthermore, 
the Holy Prephet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : “God has made five prayers obligatory. 
A person who after performing ablutions carefully observes 
these prayers in perfect humility at their proper hours 
acquires a right of salvation by God ; but he who neglected 
these prayers has no right to anticipate forgiveness and 
salvation by God. In this case, it is entirely up to the 
Will of God to forgive him or to punish him' 1 (Malik) 

4. Always say your prayers in congregation. At times wh,en 
you miss the congregation for any reason, try to say the 
obligatory (Fard) prayers in a mosque. However, offering 
of Sunnat 1 prayers is permissible at home also. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has 
observed : “The person who joins the congregation for 

prayer at the start i.e. first Takbir for forty days at a 
stretch is secured from the torments of Hell as well as from 
the evil of discord”. (Tirmidhi) 

In addition to this, the Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) also affirmed : “If the people 
become aware of the rewards and blessings of offering 
prayers in a congregation, they would hasten to join the 
congregation for prayer despite a thousand hinderanoes. 
The first row of a congregation for prayer is like the 
row of angels. It is better for two men to offer prayers 
together than separately. The larger the congregation the 
dearer it is to God”. (Abu Davmd) 

. 6. Say prayers in peace. Perform bows (Ruku') and prostra- 
tions (Sajda) calmly. Rising from a bow, stand straight 
with ease and then go into prostration. Keep a suitable 

1. Prayer* that are not obligatory (Fard ) but supererogatory offered by 
the Holy Prophet punctually and without fail. 
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interval between two proBtrations and in this interval, say 
the following prayer : 

. , * *i>- 

Jib , ij— J'J li>' r^ 1 ' 
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Allahumm-aghfir ll warhamnl vahdini wajbatml wa ‘dfinl 
warzuqnl. ( Abii Da«md) 

“0 God, forgive me, be merciful to me, set me on the 
right path, remove my misery, grant me peace and 
provide for my sustenance.” 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : “The person who observes prayer 
properly, the prayer itself blesses him with good wishes 
in these words 'May God protect thee in the same manner 
in whioh thou took care of me’”. 

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also affirmed : “The worst form of theft is the 
theft of prayer”. The people submitted : "0 Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! How can one 
commit a theft in prayer”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
bleBsingB of Allah be upon him) answered : “By skipping 
over the complete performance of bows and prostrations”. 

6. Start making preparations for the prayer at once on 
hearing the call. Perform ablutions and reach the mosque 
well before time. Sit down quietly in the line and wait for 
the congregation to form. It is symbolic of hypocrites to 
be sluggish, to tarry and go for the prayers in a languid 

manner after hearing the prayer-call. 

7. Announce the prayer-call with eagerness and zest. A person 
asked the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon) him : “0 Prophet of God (peace and . blessings of 
Allah be upon you) 1 Tell me a deed that can lead me to 
Paradise”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “Announce the call for 
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prayer". The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) further affirmed : “Within the extent to which 
the call of the Mu’adhdhin reaches each man who hears 
the call will bear witness in favour of the Mu’adhdhin 
on the Day of Judgement. A shepherd who grazes his 
fiock in the pasture and pronounces the call in a loud 
voice at the fixed hour, all things within the radius of the 
area in which his voice vibrates will stand testimony in 

his favour on the Day of Judgement". (Bukhari) 

^ you are acting as an Imam, discharge your functions in 
relation to the saying of prayer in accordance with all the 
manners and rules prescribed by religion. Keep in view 
the interests of the congregation and perform your duty 
as a leader well. The Holy Prophet (peao$ and blessings 
of Alfhh be upon him) affirmed : “The Imams who lead the 
congregation in prayer in a proper manner and entertain 
a high sense of personal responsibility for the good 
performance of worship by members of their congregation 
will obtain reward for the prayers of their congregation* 
also. The Imam’s reward in this case will be equal to the 
combined reward of the congregation. However, the 
reward and virtue of the members of the congregation is 
not curtailed thereby”. (Tabroni) 

9. Say your prayers with humility in such a state that the 
heart should be filled with a sense of awe of the Greatness 
and Glory of God and your entire being should be 
overwhelmed with trepidation and solemnity. It is a 
great sacrilege to make unnecessary movements of hand 
and foot, scratching any part of the body, to pass fingers 
through the beard, to plug the nose with a finger or to 
fold up your dress. Take the utmost care to avoid such 
actions. 

10. Seek to gain nearness to God through prayers. Say prayers 
in such a state of mind as if you are in the presence of 
God or at least be mindful that God is watching you. 

- The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
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him) observed : 

“The bondman is nearest to God at the moment when 
he is lying in prostration before Him. Hence while you 
are performing the act of prostration, pray fervently.” 

( Muslim ) 

11. Say prayers with eagerness and zest. The formal observ- 

ance of prayers as if prayer were a burden or a compulsion 
is"no genuine form of worship. Having said prayers of 
one time, look forward to the next hour of prayers with 
eagerness and fervour. One day after having offered the 
•Maghrib prayers, some people stayed waiting for the hour 
of ‘Isha prayers. Presently, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah.be upon him) arrived with such hurried 
Bteps that he (peace and blessings of Allah be npon him) 
was panting for breath. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “0 people! 
Be happy, your Lord opened a gate of the heavens and 
showed your view to His angels and said with pride ; 
‘Look my devotees have finished one prayer and are 
awaiting the next hour of worship’.” ( Ibn Majah ) 

12. Do not say prayers in a hurried manner with ft sense of 
'Let us get over with it*’, like the cftreless and cftrefroe 
persons. Remember God with a aineere heart and say 
prayers with oomplete devotion and a solemn awareness 
of duty and direct your heart, mind, feelings, paasionB, 
thoughts and ideas to converge on God. Prayer, ip order 
to beoome a genuine form of worship, must contain 
remembrance of God. The prayer of the hypocrites is 
always devoid of the remembrance of the Lord. 

13. Discharge the duty enjoined upon you by prayer even after 
the prayer and manage your whole life in such a manner • 
that it should fully reflect the injunctions contained in the 
prayers. The Holy Qur’an affirms : “Prayer serves as a 
deterrent to immorality and contumacy”. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessingn of Allah be upon him) eluci- 
dated the same point through a deeply impressive simile : 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
h/m) shook a dry braneh of a tree briskly so that all the 
leaves of the branch fell off. Thereupon the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah bo upon him) observed : 
“The sins of those who say prayers drop off as the leaves 
of this dry branch fell off”. Afterwards the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) recited this 
verse of the Holy Qur’an : 

<j* 1$ cy wj j J+i\ j > ijLji j 
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Wa aqimissaUta tarafayinnakari r oa zulafan min-allail. 
Innal hasanati yudh-hibnastayyidli. Dhdlika dhikrfi 
lidhdhakirln. 

“Establish worship at the two ends of the day and 
in some watches of the night. Lo ! good deeds annul ill 
deeds. This is a reminder for the mindful”. 

14. Recite, the Qur’an slowly in the course of prayers and 
observe other narrations of the prayer at a slow pace 
with careful attention and devotion of heart and mind. 
The practice of reciting the Qur’an and saying other 
words of the prayer with understanding augments your 
fervour and the prayer then attains the form of genuine 
worship. 

15. Observe prayers regularly and don’t «Ver miss any prayer. 
It is the basic attribute of the believers to be regular and 
punctual in observing prayers : 

• j* (*■* (jd-ii' ±LJ\ VI 

iTV-YY £jUJl) 

Il-lal mu8salinaUadhina hum 'aid saldtikim da'imiin 

(70 : 22 - 23 ) 



“Save worshippers who are constant at their worship”. 

16. Alongwith regular observance of obligatory prayers, 

you should offer supererogatory worship and offer praises 
to God frequently. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : “Any man who offers 
twelve Kak'ahs (supererogatory prayers) during a period 
of day and night in addition to the five obligatory prayers, 
God ordains a dwelling to be built for this, man in 
Paradise”. (Muslim) 

17. Say your supererogatory prayers (Sunnan and Nawafil) off 
and on in your homes also. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : “Offer 
some supererogatory prayers at home after saying obli- 
gatory prayers in the mosque. God shall bestow goodness 
in your homes as a reward for these prayers”. (Muslim). 
The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) himself frequently offered Sunan and Nawafil at 
home. 

18. When you set out from the house for dawn prayers, say 
this prayer : 
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“Allahummaj'al fi qalbl nitron wa fl basarl nuran wa 
ft sam' l nuran wa ‘an yamini nuran wa ‘an shimall 
nuran want in khalfi nttran u>a min amdmi nuran waj'al 
If nuran wa ft ‘asabl nuran wa fl dami nuran wa fl 
sha'rl nuran wafl lisani nuran waj'al fl nafsl nuran 
tva a'zim ll nuran waj'alni nuran waj'al min fauql 
nuran wa min tahti nitran Allahumma a ‘tint niira. 

( Hian Hasten) 

O God ! Make Light in mine heart. Light in mine 
eye, Light in mine car, Light on my right, Light on my 
left, ‘Light above me, Light beneath me. Light before 
me, Light behind me, and make thou for me Light. 
Light in my tongue, Light in my sinews, Light in my 
flesh, Light in my blood, Light in mine hair, Light in my 
body, Light in my soul and magnify for me Light 1 0 
God bestow upon me Light ! 

19. When you have finished the performance of dawn and 
evening prayers, repeat the following prayer seven times 
before engaging in conversation, 

jilji ^ jyS] 

A llahumma ajirni minan nor. 

“0 God ! Protect me from the Fire”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

"After the dawn and evening prayers, repeat the 
‘ follpwiiig prayer seven times before engaging in conver- 
sation. If perchance you die in the course of that day 
or night, you shall certainly be saved from Hell”. 
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20. After each prayer, repeat <al jiisJ Astaghjtr uttah three 
times and then say this prayer : 

ubujil C ctJlLJ fU\ dl* j fi!) i cj \ pjl 
•pj— » . f ijr*, 

Allahumma ant-asealamu tea mink-as-aalamu tabarakta 
yi dhal-jaldli ual-ikram. ( Muslim ) 

"0 God ! Thou art the peace and from Thoe is the 
peace* Blessed art Thou, O Lord of Majesty and Glory. 
Hadrat Thauban (God be pleased with him) reports : 
"The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to repeat -i' yteJ (I seek forgiveness from 
Allah) three times after finishing each prayer and after- 
wards said this .prayer”. ( Muslim ) 

21. Observe proper care in keeping the lines straight for 
• offering the prayer in congregation. Keep the lines 

perfectly straight and stand shoulder to shoulder close 
to each other, leaving no space in between. Do not form 
lines in the rear unless the front lines are filled. On one 
occasion in a congregation for prayer, a man was standing 
in line in such a manner that the position of his che^t 
was inclined forward. On seeing the man standing in 
this fashion, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) warned : “O people of God ! you must 
stand in straight lines in a proper m&nner else God shall 
cause you to stand in opposite directions to each other” 
(Mutlim, Vol. 1). On one occasion, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : "Any man 
who arranges the line in a formation, God shall bestow 
Grace on him ; and any man who oauses disarray in the 
line, God shall cause him to suffer chaos”. 

(Abu Diwud, Vol. 1) 
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22. The line of the children must be formed behind the lines 
of men. Do not lot the children stand with their elders. 
However, in the ‘Idgah, where certain difficulties might 
be faced or where the possibility of the loss of children 
exists, there is no need to send the children to form lines 
in the rear. Make them stand with you. The lines of 
women should be formed either at the farthest rear or 
separately if a separate enclosure has been built in the 
mosque for women. Similarly, in the ‘Idgah make separate 
arrangements for the congregation of women. 



Etiquettes of 
Reciting the Qur'an 


1. Recite the Holy Qur’an, with eagernese and fervour and 
put all your heart and aoul in the recitation. Be sure 
that love of the Qur’an means love of God. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed : “The best form of worship for my followers is 
recitation of the Qur'an”. 

2, Engage yourself in the reoitation of the Qur’an most of 

the time and never feel weary of reoiting the Holy Boole. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and bleaainge of Allah be upon 
him) hae affirmed: "God has ordained that any man 
who engages himself in the reoitation of Qur’an so cons- 
tantly that he finds no time to send prayers to me. X 
shall provide him more without asking than those who 
adr". [Tirmidhl) Further than this, the Prophet of 
God (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
"The servant gets nearest unto God by means of reciting 
the Qur’an. (Timid*!) Instructing the people to reoite 
the Holy Qur’an, the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) also observed : "The man who 
ha. studied the Qur’an and recite, if daily can be likened 
to a basket full of musk whose sweet smell is making the 
whole atmosphere fragrant. And the man who has studied 
the Qur’an but does not recite it may be likened to a 
bottle full of musk whose mouth has been sealed with a 
stopper". (Timid*!) 

3. Recite the Qur’an with the sole motive ol seeking 
guidance. Do not reoite the Holy Book for the sake of 
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gaining popularity, or establishing a reputation for good, 
harmonious recitation or making a name for piety. Theso 
are base motives and he who recites the Qur’an with those 
motives in mind can obtain no guidance from tho Qur’an. 

4. Take care to be completely neat and clean before you sit- 
down for recitation. Do not touch the Holy Book without 
performing ablution and recite it sitting in a clean end 
tidy place. 

5. Sit- cross-legged with your face towards tho Qiblah g-nd 
recite the Qur’an with your head bowed, with utmost 
care, complete attention, eagornoss of heart and in a pro- 
per manner. God affirms : 

j 4Jol l J-LjJ jL-* illJl X-iJ J_il ikS - 

|Y^ 

Kildbun unzalnahu ilaika mubdrakun liyaddabbarii 
dyatihi wa liyatadhakkara ulul-albab. (38 : 29) 

“(This is) a Bcripture that We have revealed unto 
thee, full of blessing, that they may ponder its revelations, 
and that men of understanding may get guidance from it’ . 

6. As far as possible recite the Qur’an in a dear and distinct 

manner and read the letters correctly and utter the syll- 
ables in proper style and recite slowly. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“Use your voice and style to recite the Qur’an in the 
best manner”. (Abu Daioud) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to recite each word in a clear and distinct 
manner and read each verse separately. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed : 

“He who recites the Qur’an will be told on the Day of 
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Judgement”. Recite the Qur’an now in the same clear and 
istinct manner and in the same harmonious style in 
which you used to recite it with care and propriety in the 
world and as a reward for the recitation of each verso you 
shall be elevated one degree higher and your ultimate 
place is near the end of the final verse”. (Tirmidhi) 

7. Do not recite in an extremely loud or very low voice. 
Keep your voice at a medium pitch. God ordains : 

o-r-! vliU; V. iL T&oj Vj 


•" • (Ptr'l tfi» • yjr- 

Wa la tajhar biaalalilca wo la lamp bibs wabtaghi 
baina dhalika sabila. . jjO) 

“Be not loud voiced in thy prayer nor too low voiced 
but follow a way between”. 

8. Recite the Qur’an whenever you find time, but do try to 
recite Qur’an in the course of Tahajjud prayer at dawn. 
This recitation of the Qur’an entails the reward of highest 
degree and it should be the aspiration of the true 
believers to attain the apex of excellence in reward for 
recitation. 

9. Do not complete the reading of the whole of the Holy 
Qur’an in less than three days. The Holy Prophet (peac, 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “He who 
completes the recitation of the full text of the Qur’an in 
lees than three days does not understand the meanings of 
the Qur’an at all”. 

10. Keep in- mind the glory and value of the Qur’an and 
as you observe the etiquette of keeping your person neat 
and clean while reciting the Qur’an, so also you must 
purge youf heart of evil thoughts, wioked passions and 
impure purposes. The heart that is tainted with evil and 
wicked thoughts and passions cannot appreciate and admirt. 



tli© glory and value of the Holy Qur’an, nor can the bearer 
of such an evil heart grasp the meanings and realities of 
the Qur’an. Hadrat ‘Ikrama (God be pleased with him), 
whenever he opened the Qur’an, he often fainted. Ho used 
to Bay : “Those are the words of my Great and Glorious 

Lord”. 

1 1 . Rocite the Qur’an with the conviction that on this earth this 
Book is the only source of guidanoe for mankind. Meditate 
and reflect deeply over the meanings of the Qur’an from 
this viewpoint and try to grasp the realities and learn the 
wisdom contained in this Book. Do not recite it rapidly 
but form the habit of reading slowly, distinctly and with 
careful understanding of the meanings and try ponder 
over the message conveyed to us. Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, 
‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) often remarked : “I 
consider it far better to recite small Surahs like ‘Al-Qari'ah’ 
and ‘Al-Qadr’ with understanding and oare than to read 
through the longer Surahs of ‘Al-Baqarah’ and ‘Ali-’Imran’ 
at a rapid pace without careful understanding of the mean- 
ings of the words. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) once rocited this one verse over and 
over again all through the night. 

CJl dULi •j' J iiah* pi'Li jl 

I ) > A . j 

In tu'adhdkibhum fa-innahtim 'xbiiduica ua in taghfir 
luhum fa-innuka ant-al-'aziz-ul-Hakim. (5 118 ) 

“If Thou punisheth them, Lo ! they are Thy slaves, 
and if Thou forgiveth them, Lo ! Thou only Thou art the 
Mighty, the Wise”. 

12. Recite the Qur’an with lull determination to adapt your 
life to the injunctions of this Holy Book and to reform 
the pattern of your living in the light of the guidance 
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provided by it. Make constant endeavours to order your 
life in conformity with the Qur’anic injunctions and purge 
your life of all impurities. The Holy Qur’an like a mirror 
will clearly reflect each blot and spot on your character. 
It is entirely your own responsibility to wash off these 
blots and stains from your life. 

13. Feel the full impact of the verses during reoitation of the 
Holy Qur’an. Rejoice and feel happy on reading about 
the narrations of Divine Mercy, Forgiveness and the Ever- 
lasting bounties of Paradise, And on reading about the 
narrations of the wrath, anger and the terrific punishments 
of Hell you^body should tremble, eyes should flow and the 
heart should melt with the sentiments of repentance and 
shame. Your face should glow with the light of happiness 
on reading about the successes of the pious and faithful 
people and you should he seized with deep sorrow on read- 
ing about the destruction of nations. The study of verses 
containing warnings and forebodings of torments should 
make you tremble and your soul should be filled to the brim 
with the sentiments of gratitude on reading the verses 
which hear glad tidings. 

14. After reciting the Holy Qur’an offer a prayer. The words 
of one of the prayers offered by Had rat ‘Umar (God be 
pleased with him) are as follows : 

- - • «_ - . , 4 .* , • sji, 

- - «• - .i . ■ » 

(J j ( <J I ‘ " j 


• cj* dlili 

Allahummarzuqnlt-tafakkura uxU-tadabbura bim& yat- 
luhu liaanl min kildbika wal-fahma lahu-wal ma'rifata 
bimd'anihi wan-nazara ft ‘aja’ibihi waVamala bidhalika 
rod baqllu innaka ‘aid kulli ahai’in qadlr . 
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"God ! Whatever my tongue recites from Thy Book, 
grant me the favour to reflect upon it. God ! bestow upon 
me the understanding of it. Vouchsafe to me the knowl- 
edge of its meaning, and spirit, and the vision to see its 
niceties. Grant me the favour to act acoording to its 
injunctions as long as I live. Your Boing is without doubt 
Omnipotent”. 



Etiquettes of 
Friday 


1. Tate full measurej to clean and purify yourself on Fridays. 
Bathe and adorn yourself in the best possible manner. 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. 'Omar (Hod be pleased with him) 
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : “The person who comes to offer 
prayers in the Friday congregation should bathe himself 
( Bukhari , Muslim) 

According to the statement of Hadrat Abu Huraira 
(God be pleased with him), the Holy P rop het (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Every Muslim 
owes duty to God that he should take bath every week and 
wash his head and body”. 

Hadrat Abu Sa'id (God be pleased with him) relates 
that the Prophet of God (peace' and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : It it obligatory upon every adult 

youth to take bath on Friday and to brush the teeth and 

use perfume if available” . {Bukhari, Muslim) 

Hadrat Salman (God be pleased with him) states 
that the Holy Prophet (peaoe and belasings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed : “Any man who bathes on Friday and 
takes full care to keep himself neat and clean and uses hair 
oil and perfume and then reaches the mosque just after 
mid-day and does nob part two men sitting in a line in the 
mosque and then offers the prayer which God had decreed 
to him and afterwards listens to the sermon seated calmly 
when the Imam ascends the pulpit, God shall pardon all 
131 
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the sins committed by him during the interval between this 
Friday and the preceding one”. ( Bukhari ) 

2. Take care to perform good deeds on Friday such as most 
frequent remembrance of God, recitation of the Holy 
Qur’an, prayer, Sadaqa, charity, enquiring after the welfare 
of the sick, joining the funerals, visit to the graveyard and 
other pious acts. 

Hardat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) reports 
that the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 

“The most important day that ever dawned is the 
Friday. It was on this day that Adam (peace be upon 
him) was created and on this day he was admitted to 
Paradise and it was on Friday when he was expelled from 
there (and was appointed the vicegerent, of God) and it is 
on this day that the Doom will descend”. (Musltm) 

Hardat Abu Sa'id Khudri (God be pleased with him, 
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : “There are five suoh acts that 
if a man Bhall perform them in the course of a single day, 
God shall write his name among those destined to enter 
Paradise. These aots are : 

1. To enquire after the welfare of the sick. 

2. To join a funeral. 

3. To keep a fast. 

4. To offer Friday Prayer. 

6. To emancipate a slave. (Ibn Hibban) 

' It is evident that the performance of all these five acts 
together is possible only on a Friday. 

In another tradition Hadrat Abu Sa‘id Khudri reports 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : “Any man who recites Surah Kahf on 
Friday, a radiant light will glow for him in the space 
between two Fridays". (ifoio’i) 
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And Had rat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with Mm 

states that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessing, of Allah 

be upon him) observed: "Seventy thousand angels beg 
mercy for the man who recites Sarah Ad-Dukhan . on 1 F. day 
night and all of his sin. are pardoned". ITarmM,) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessing, of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : “There is a certain blessed mom- 

ent in the course*. Friday that any prayer ».d » ‘ by 

a believer is accepted by the Almighty”. (BnkMrt) 

Which blessed moment i. this ? The opinion of the 
■Clam. i« at variance on this point, because of the reason 
that traditions mention diffemnt times in thi. respect 
However, the 'Clam, agree that two statement, are more 

correct than the others. Accord.ng to one statement, the 
intervening time from the moment the 

the pulpit to deliver the sermon to the end of the prayers 
is the most propitious one. Another version hold, that 
blessed moment is the end of Friday when the jm us 
about to set in the horizon. It « advisable, therefore 
that you should pass both the times m offering pr.yere and 
supplications in utter humility and reverence to the Lord. 
It is bettor to add the following prayer with yonr other 
prayers : 

■jT a U\ J Jtli-l*- VI ajl V Jj CJ\ 

Ull 10 ’-'jL} I'i j C h 3 3 

VI 1 ji-i-l v adli tfdd-i Pji 1 3 j* 

. Cotuo £ ji lit 33 ^ 


Altotemmo onw rotoi la »« nninUnloylani wtt 
upS ‘abivka tm ana ‘ala ‘ahiita wa wa'diha man-lala'n 



abuxt laJta bini'matila * alayya wa abu'u bidhanbt 
faghfirlt fainvahu la yaghfir-udh-dhunuba ilia anta 
a‘ vdhu bika min sharri ma sana'tu. ( Bukhari , Nasd’i) 


“God ! You are my Lord. There is no deity except 
You. You created me. I am Your servant and I hold firm 
to my promise and allegiance to You as far as lies in my 
power. I acknowledge all the bounties and favours that You 
have conferred on me. I confess my sin ; forgive me, for 
there is no one else except You Who has the power to grant 
pardon for sins and I beseech protection against the evil 
effects of my own sins”. ( Bukhari , Nasa'i) 


3. Observe Friday^ prayers according to all the prescribed 
etiquettes. Friday prayer is obligatory upon every adult, 
healthy, resident and sane Muslim male. If there be two 
men .boaide the Imam present at a place, the Friday prayer 
must be offered. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : 

The people ought not to miss Friday prayer under any 
circumstance or else God shall seal their hearts (and having 
been denied Divine Guidance) they will beoome one with 
those who are forgetful (of Religion)”. (Muslim) 

According to the testimony of Hadrat Abu Huraira 
(God be pleased with him), the Prophot of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “Any man who 
comes to the mosque for saying the Friday prayer after 
bathing and washing himself clean and then offers ‘Sunnah’ 
prayers which God had decreed and then sits quietly till 
the end listening to the sermon of the Imam and afterwards 
offers obligatory prayers with the Imam, God shall grant 
him pardon for the sins which he committed between the 
preceding Friday and this one and the sins committed till 
three days before”. 


Hadrat Yazid b. Maryam (God be pleased with him) 
relates : “I was going to offer Friday prayers when I 
chanced to meet Hadrat ‘Abaya b. Rifa'ah (God be pleased 
with him) on the way. He asked me ; Where are you 



135 


going V* I said : I am going to offer Friday prayers. Hadrat 
‘Abaya (God be pleased with him) remarked : “1 congra- 
tulate you. Every step you move, you move on the path 
leading towards Allah”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “Fire is made 

unlawful for the man whose feet are soiled with dust while 
walking aolng the path of God”. 

4. Hasten towards the mosque the moment you hear the call 
for Friday prayer. Close your business and stop your 
other activities at once. Listen to the sermon and say 
prayers with perfect devotion. Resume your business as 
soon as the Friday prayer is over. The Holy Qur’an 
affirms : 

j-i SjLaIJ WiW 


jl Jx) ^ 

yijSil J sjuii 

• * « - C *» • - > > • - > * ' 1 • * " * ' 

jXLa. J Al J jS i'j c/ 


Ya-ayyu-halladhina amanii idha nudiya lia-salati min 
yaumil jum'ati faaau ila dkikrillahi wadhar-ul-bai a 
dhatikum khairullakum in kuntum t'aUimun. Faidha 
qudiatisealalu fantaskiru filardi wabtaghii min fadlillaki 
wadhkur-ul laha kathiran-la' allakum tufiihiin. 

(Al-Jumah : 9-10 ) 

“0 ye who believe 1 When the call is heard for the 
prayer of the day of congregation hasten unto remembrance 
of Allah and leave your trading. That is better for you 



if ye did but know. And when the prayer is ended, then 
disperse in the land and seek of Allah’s bounty, and 
remember Allah much, that ye may be successful”. 

These verses contain the following injunctions for the 
true believers : 

1. A true believer should offer Friday prayers with complete 
devotion and foil awareness of all ' the etiquettes of this 
prayer. He should stop all other engagements on hearing 
the prayer-call and hasten towards the mosque. 

2. It is unlawful for trua believer to carry on business 
or to engage in other worldly interests after hearing the 
announcement of the prayer-call and thus having forsaken 
the memory of God to turn into a world-loving creature. 

3. The secret of a pious man’B salvation lies in his living 

as a servant and slave of God in this world. Whenever 

the call of God reaches him, he should, as a devoted and 
obedient servant forsake all interests and set aside all 
worldly advantages and rush to respond to the call of 
his Master. He should proclaim by deed that the sacrifice 
of worldly advantage for the sake of fulfilling the demands 
of religion does not signify ruin aod failure. On the other 
hand, destruction and failure lies in transgressing the 
hounds of religion in his lust for gaining worldly interests. 

4. The theory of renouncing the world altogether is falla- 
cious. Man Bhould not be so much immersed in spiritual 

pursuits that he should become incapable of dealing with 
worldly affairs. The Holy Qur’an, in fact, enjoins upon 
the faithful to disperse on the earth as soon as the 
prayer is over and to take fnll advantage of all the 
resources and means of livelihood that God has provided 
on the earth. The Qur’an affiiros that the pious should 
exert all their ,energies and employ all faculties in the 
business of earning their share of the subsistence provided 
by God. It is not proper for a true believer to be depen- 
dant on others for his. needs, nor is it advisable for him 



to neglect hi* duty of providing for the needs of his depen- 
dants and to cause them suffering and dismay. 

5. The final important injunction ib that the true believer 
should not be engroased in worldly affairs ao deeply that 
he should forget God. He Bhould remember under all 
circumstances that the real gain and essence of his life is 
the remembrance of God. Hadrat Sa'id b. Jubair (God be 
meroiful to him) remarks : “The remembrance of God 
does not only consist in announcing the greatness of Allah 
or uttering praises of God. 

All those are engaged in the remembrance of God 
who are busy ordering their lives in conformity with the 
Commands of God”. 

Make an effort to reaoh the mosque for the Friday 
prayer as soon as possible and try to get a seat for yourself 
in front line by arriving early. 

According to the statement of Abu Huraira (God be 
pleased with him), the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : “Any man who bathes 
himself and washes his whole body to cleanse it of all 
impurities and then reaches the mosque first is like the 
person who offers the sacrifice of one camel, and he who 
arrives next to him is like the- person who sacrifices one 
oow (or buffalo) and the one who reaches in the third place 
is like a person who offers the sacrifice of a horned ram. 
Coming next to him is like a person who gives away as it 
were, one egg in the way of God. Later when the Imam 
comes forward to deliver the sermon, the angels leave the 
gate of the mosque and come over to sit in the mosque to 
hear the sermon and say the prayers”. {Bukhdri, Muslim) 

Hadrat ‘Irbad b. Saria (God be pleased with him) 
states : “The Holy Proplpt (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) used to invoke meroy of God three times 
upon those who formed the first line and only once upon 
those who were in the second line". {Ibn Majah, NasS’i') 
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And Hadrat Abu Huraira {God be pleased with him) 
observes : "The people do not know tho high degree of 
reward and blessings reserved for tho pcoplo who form the 
first lino of prayor. 11 they know it, they would start 
drawing lots for tho privilege of joining tho first line”. 

{Bukhari, Muslim) 

6. Offer your Friday prayers in a congregational mosque. 
Take your seat wherever it is available. Do not jump over 
people’s heads and shoulders in an effort to get a seat in 
front. This causes considerable mental and physical dis- 
comfort to the people, disturbs their peace of mind and 
devotion and diverts their attention. 

Hadrat 'Abdullah b. 'Abbas relates that the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 

"The person who retreats from the first line of prayer 
and stands in the second line with the intention that his 
brother Muslim may suffer no inconvenience, God will 
grant such a man reward and blessing twioe as much as to 
people in the first line”. ( TabrUnl ) 

Hadrat Salman (God be pleased with him) reports 
that the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed : The person who bathes himself on 
Friday and cleanses and purifies himself as much as he 
can, and then uses oil and applies perfume and reaches 
the mosque just after mid-day and does not part two 
men Bitting together (in other words he does not commit 
tho error of jumping over the heads and shoulders of 
people, or making his way through the lines or sitting 
betwoon two men by pushing them apart, but sits down 
quietly tfherever he finds room) and offers prayer and 
Suunah which God had decreed upon him. and afterwards 
listens quietly to the sermon when the Imam takes the 
pulpit, God will pardon all his sins which he committed 
during the period between that Friday and the preceding 
on e” (Bukhari) 
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7. The sermon should be brief as compared to the prayer. 
The sermon in fact is meant to induce people to offer 
devotions and worship to God, while prayer is not only 
worship in itself, but the best worship. Hence it is in no 
way proper to prolong the sermon and go through the 
prayer quickly in a shorter period of time. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 

"To prolong the prayer and deliver a brief sermom is 
an attribute of the wise preacher. Hence say prayers for 
a longer period of time and make the sermon brief”. 

(Muslim) 

8. LiBten to the sermon in silence and rapt attention, and 
with devotion, eagerness and in a receptive mood. Make 
up your mind with all sincerely to act upon the injunctions 
of God and His Messenger (peaoe and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) that you have come to know through the 
sermon. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
he upon him) has affirmed : 

“The man who bathes and comes to offer Friday 
worship and says the prayer which God has destined for 
him and then Bits quietly and listens to the sermon in rapt 
attention and with perfect devotion till the preacher has 
finished the sermon and afterward says obligatory prayer 
with the Imam, God shall pardon all his sins which he 
committed during the period between that Friday and the 
preceding one and his sins even committed during three 
days before it”. (Muslim) 

According to another tradition ; "When the Preacher 
comes forward to deliver th ^sermon, then it is improper 
to say any prayer or engage in conversation”. 

9. The second sermon must be delivered in Arabic. However, 
in the first sermon describe some injunctions of God and 
His Messenger (peaee-and blessings of Allah be upon him), 
give some advice, provide guidance and remember God in 
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the local language of the participants of the congregation. 
The sermons which the Holy Prophet (peace end blessings 
of Allah be upon him) preached on Fridays reveal that 
the Preacher should provide advice and guidance to the 
Muslim, in regard to the prevailing circumstances. This 
purpose can only be achieved if the preacher deliver, his 
sermon to the congregation in the people's own language. 

10. It is highly porpitious to recite Surah al-'Ala and al- 
Ohiiahiya or Surah Mun.fiqiin and Surah al-Jum'ah m the 
obligatory prayers on Friday as was the practice of the 
Holy Prophet. 

11. Make it essential to offer Darud as much os possible and 

pray for His peace and blessings upon the Holy Prophet 
on Fridays. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has observed : 

"Recite as much Darud for me as possible on Fridays. 
The angels join this 'Darud' prayer and Darud is presented 



Etiquettes of 
Funeral Prayers 


1. Do join the funeral prayers. The funeral prayer is a 

petition of meroy for the deceased and this is a duty which 
everyone owes to the dead. If you fear the funeral prayer 
will be over by the time you have performed ablutions, 
then perform ‘Tayammum’ and join the prayers at once. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has observed : “Do say the funeral prayers. May 
be this prayer induces feelings of sorrow in you. A 
sorrowful man remains under the shadow of God and 
welcomes every pious deed”. (Hakim) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 

' upon him) also affirmed : “The deceased whose funeral 
prayerB are offered by three lines of Muslims will certainly 
be admitted to Paradise”. (46* Diwild) 

2. At the time of saying funeral prayers, put the bier on the 
ground so that the head is towards the north, the feet 
towards the south and the faoe of the dead is turned in the 
direction of the Qiblah . 

3. If you are leading the funeral prayer, stand facing the 
bosom of the dead. 

4. The number of lines in a funeral prayer must be odd. A 
single line woold suffioe if those present at the funeral 
prayer are few, hut if there are enough present, fall in 
three. As the number of people increases, form more lines, 
yet the number of lines should be kept odd. 

Make a resolve in your mind before starting the funeral 
prayer that you are saying the funeral prayers to beg Mercy 

hi 



from the Kind and Beneficent Lord for the deceased. The 
Imam as well as the followers should make this resolve. 

6. Whatever the Imam says in the funeral prayer, the follo- 
wers must repeat the same. Tho followers should not keep 
silent. However, the Imam should say Takhirs in a lou<J 
voice and the followers should repeat them in a low 
sound. 

7, Say four Takhirs in the funeral prayer. Raise your hands 
up to the ears while saying the first Takbir and then fold 
them on your abdomen and offer praise to God : 


, 1 , i , . i* » - ' •- - c -’“ - 
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Subhdnakallakumvta wa bihamdika wa tabarakaemulci 
m Wit a jadduka wa jalla Iba nl’uka wali ilih a ghairak. 

"God 1 Thou art Pure and Supreme. High Praise and 
Thanksgiving is doe to Thee. Thy Name is the Most 
Blessed one and the Bestower of Good. Thy Er.ltedness 
an d Glory srt Most High. Thy Praise is Crest snd there 
is no deity except Thee” . 


Now say the second Takbir, but do not raise your 
hands, nor make a motion of the head. At the end of the 
Becond Takbir, recite the ‘Darud’ : 
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AUahumma Salli ‘aid Muhammadin Wa 'ala ali 
Muhammadin kama sallaila ‘aid Ibrdhlma wa-' aid-all 
Ibrahima innaka Hamid- um-majid. Allahumma batik 
'aid Muhammadin u 'ald-dli Muhammadin kama 
bdrakta ‘aid Ibrdhlma wa-‘ald-dli Ibrdhlma innaka 
Hamldum-majld. 

“God : May Thy peace and blessings be upon 

Muhammad and his family, as Thou sent Thy peace and 
blessings upon Ibrahim and his family. Without doubt 
Thou posseaseth the greatest attributes and art Most High. 
God 1 May Thy peace and blessings be upon Muhammad 
and his family, as Thou sent peace and blessings upon 
Ibrahim and his family. Without doubt Thou possesaeth 
the greatest attributes and art Most High”. 

Now say the third Takblr without raising your hands 
and offer a prayer with prescribed supplioation to beg mercy 
from the Lord for the dead. Finally, say the fourth 
Takbir and say ‘Salam’ turning the head to right and left. 

8. If the deceased iB an adult male or female, say this prayer 
after the third Takbir. 

U j Lte j iLUlft j j j***} ' 
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Allahummaghfir lihayyini wa mayyitini wa ahdhidind 
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toa gha’ibind wa saghlrind wa kabirind wa dhakarind wa 
unthdna. Allahumma man-ahyaitahu minnd faahyihi 
'alal-islam wa man iawaffaitahu minnd fatawajfahu'aUil- 
-Iman. 

“God 1 Show mercy to our living, to our dead, to 
those who are present with us here and to those who are 
not present, to our youngsters, to our elders, to our men 
and to our women. God Whomsoever it pleases Thee to 
keep alive among us, keep him alive as faithful of Islam 
and upon whomsoever it pleases Thee to send death, let 
him die in- faith”. 

If the deceased is a minor boy, say this prayer : 

) \‘Jd ui AA tj lD »-Wi r ^ 1 

• S,^ S » „ M »l 

, J \*»Li IjJ 

Allahummaj'alhu land faratan waj'alhu land ajran wa 
dhukhran waj'alhu land shdfi'an wa muahaffa'd. 

“God 1 Let this boy serve as a means of Thy grant of 
salvation to us and let him be a repository of our reward 
and welfare in the eternal world and let him be our 
successful intercessor”. 

If the deceased is a minor girl, say this prayer. The 
meaning of this prayer is identical with the prayer offered 
for the boy. 

j 1 j 1 LjJ -1 

0 * e ~ „ — »• .« 

Allahumma j'alhd land faratan waj'alhu land ajran wa 
dhukhran waj'alhu land thafi'atan wa mushajfa'atan. 
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9. White going along with a funeral procession think over 
your own end and visualise that as you are proceeding to 
commit the deceased to earth, in the same way others will 
be proceeding one day to bury you in the earth- In this 
pensive and thoughtful frame of mind, you will gain the 
favour of remembering your ultimate end for some time at 
least and the worries and cares of the world will vanish 
from your mind. 



Etiquettes for 
Attending the 
Death-bed 


1 . When you visit a person whose end is near, keep on reciting 

the Kalimah Jil Jj-j VI Ol V — La-tlaha illallahu 

Muhammad-ur-ratul ullah. (There is no god but Allah 
and Muhammad is His Apostle) in a loud voice. Do not 
pross the patient to utter the Kalimah. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 
"When you sit by the death -bed of any Muslim, keep 
reciting the Kalimah”. ( Muslim ) 

2. Recite ‘Surah Yasin’ when the patient is heaving last 
breaths. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has observed : “Recite ‘Surah Yasin by 
the death-bed”. (Fatawa Alamglrl, p. 100, Vol. 1). When 
the person has breathed his last, do not recite the Qur’an 
near the deceased till his body has been washed. The man 
who needs a bath and the woman who is passing through 
the period of her menses or the after- birth course should 
not go near the dead. 

„ „ *«. s » i s 

3 Say 0.r*'j Agll l»l i *“> W — Inna lillahi wa innd ilaihi raji'iin. 1 
The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has affirmed : “The following three rewards are 
•> . >, 8 " L *. 

conferred on a man who recites ■> 


1. “We are for Qod and we shall return to Him”. 
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tillqJn via inna ilaihi raji'un. (We are all creatures of God 
and we shall return to Him) in the moment of distress : 


* Firstly, blessings and salvation descend on him from 
God. 

.* Secondly, he receives the reward for seeking the 
Truth. 


* Thirdly, his loss is compensated and a better reward 
in lieu of the dead and lost one is conferred on the 

,) , I. 5 „ , S 

bereaved person who says : * 9 ^ ■* — Inna 

lillahi wet inna ilaihi raji'un. (Tabarani) 

4. Abstain from loud lamentations and wailing for the 
deceased person. However, if the eyes are filled with tears 
out of grief it is but natural. When the Holy Prophet’s 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) son Hadrat 
Ibrahim (God be pleased with him) expired, the eyes of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) were filled with tears. Similarly, when his grandson, 
the child of his daughter Zainab (God be pleased with her) 
passed away, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) shed tears. The people asked : “0 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) ! How is it 1” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessingB 
of Allah be upon him) observed : “This is a blessing which 
God has besfcowod upon the hearts of His creatures. God 
showB mercy to those among His creatures who are tender 
hearted and kind”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) further observed : “He who slaps 
his face, tears his clothes and indulges in lamentation like 
the pagans, has nothing to do with us”. 

6 , As soon as one expires, straighten out his arms and legs ; 
close the eyes and pass a wide bandage below the chin and 
tie its ends Over the head. Both toes of the feet should be 
tied together with a strip of cloth. Wrap the body in a 

isroud and keep on reciting J>-j ^ 
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Bismillahi wa 'aid millati rasulillah. ‘'In the name of 

God and according to the custom of the followers of the 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). Pass around an obituary notice among the people. 
At the moment of lowering the corpse in the grave, 
continue to say the same prayer. 

6. J Mention the virtues of the dead and avoid narration of his 
demerits. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : “Do mention the virtues of your 

dead and keep silent about their vices”. ( Abu Dawiid). In 
addition, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon himj affirmed : “When a man dies and a few of his 
neighbours testify that he was a good man, God observes— 
“I accept your testimony and I grant him pardon even for 
these of his acts which remained a secret to you”. 

(Ibn Hibban) 


On one occasion the companions (God be pleased with 
them) praised the virtues of a dead man in the presence of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) whereupon the Prophet of God (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : “This dead person’s 
abode has been made in Paradise ! 0 people, you are the 
witnesses of God on earth. If you testify that a certain 
man is good, God admits him to Paradise and if you bear 
witness that a oertain man is wicked, God consigns him to 
tt {Bukhari, Muslim) 


Aid the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bo 
upon him) also affirmed : “When yon visit o patient to 
enquire after his welfare or join a funeral procession, do 
utter good remarks, for the angels say 'So be it’ fSnin) 
after each good remark yon make". (Muslim) 


7 Always show patience and fortitude on the death of your 

near and dear ones. Do not utter any ungratefnlremark. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of AlIsEHb upon 
him) has affirmed : 
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“When a man observes patience on the death of his 
child, God enquire, from Hi. angels, “Bid you extract the 
soul of the child of my bondsman »“ The angels reply : 
“0 Sustainer! We have complied with Thy bidding . 
Then God enquires: “Did you extract the life of the 

darling of my bondsman "! The angels submit : “Yes . 
God then asks : “And what did .my servant say ! they 

submit : Lord 1 He offered praise to Thee and recited 

Ijl tl j is ill— fund lillahi tm innd tltoiH raji'tot- 
“We all "belong - to God and to Him shall we return”. 
Thereupon God ordains the angels : “Build a dwelling in 

Paradise for this servant of mine and name this dwelling 
•Bait al-Hamd 1 (House of Thanksgiving)”. (TtrmuWH) 

8. Do not delay washing the body of the deceased. It is 
bettor to put some leaves of the ‘plum tree’ in the bat 
water and heat it a little. Stretch the body on a clean 
wooden board ; take off its garments and wrap a sheet 
round the lower part of the body. Cover your hand with a 
cloth and closn the front and book private ports of the body. 
Take care that the wrapping sheet does not slip off. en 
perform ablution on the body j there is no need, however, 
to rinse the mouth or pass water into the nose of the body 
during the performance of ablution. When was ing e 
corpse block the ears and nostrils with cotton wool so that 
water does not enter into them. Then wash the head clean 
with soap or something else. Turn over the corpse towards 
the left side and pouring water from the right side bathe 
the body from head to foot. Similarly, pouring the water 
from the left side wash the body from head to foot. Take 
off the water soaked sheet and wrap a dry sheet round the 
lower part of the body. Now lift the body from the 
board, and place it in the coffin on the cot. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has 
observed : "God shall pardon forty capital sins of man who 

bathes a corpse and oonceals the sins of the dead person ; 
and the man who lowers the corpse in the grave, provides. 
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as it were, a heme to the deceased to live in nntil the Day 
of Doom”. ( Tabrani ) 

9. Use a white cloth of average quality as a shroud for the 

body ; don’t use a very costly cloth nor a cloth of very 
low quality. For men the shroud should consist of three 
garments : one sheet, one ‘Tehband’ (a sheet for wrapping 
round the lower part of the body) and a ‘Kafni’ or ‘shirt’ (a 
covering for the upper portion of the body). The length of 
the sheet should exceed the stature of the dead in measure- 
ment so that its ends may be tied on the side of the head 
as well as on the aide of the feet. The measure of 
the width of ifbe sheet should be adequate to cover the 
body well. For women, include an additional apparel 
‘sarband’, a piece of cloth to oover the head and conoea the 
hair in the coffin. It should be one yard long and 
measure a little less than a yard in width. A ‘Chest Band’, 
a cloth to provide an additional covering from armpits to 
the knees, should also form part of a woman’s coffin. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
haB observed : “God will provide dresses made of Sundus 

and Agtabraq 1 in Paradise for him who puts the body of a 
deceased in coffin”. {Hakim) 

10. Keep your pace quick while taking the bier to the grave- 

yard. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allan be 
upon him) has observed : “Make haste in the matter of 
funerals”. Hadrat lbn Mas'ud (God be pleased with him) 
submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) : “O Prophet of God (peace and bles- 

sings of Allah be upon you) ! What should be the pace of 
our steps while taking the bier to the graveyard”? The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he upon him) 
observed : “Keep the pace of your steps short of running. 
If the deceased was a good man, carry him to his good end 
quickly. If he was wicked one, make haste to remore his 
evil from your midst”. (Abu Dawiid) 


1 . Highest^ quality of silk interwovep with silver and gold threads. 
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11. Accompany the faner&l on foot. On one occasion, when 

the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was walking with a funeral procession, he (peace and 
blessings of Allah bo upon him) saw a few participants riding 
along. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah , 
be upon him) reprimanded them thus : “Don’t you feel 

ashamed of yourselves 1 The angels are walking on foot, 
while you are riding on the backs of the beasts". However, 
on your way back from the burial, you can use a transport. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) went with the funeral procession of Abu Wahidi (God 
b.e pleased with him) on foot and returned on horsebaok. 

12, Stand on your feet on seeing a funeral approaching and if 
you do not wish fo accompany it, wait till the procession 
has moved on to some distance before resuming your journey 
or other activities. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) affirmed : 

“Stand on your feet on seeing a funeral procession 
approaching. Those who accompany the funeral procession 
should not sit down until the bier haB been placed on the 
ground”. ? 

• 13. Do offer funeral prayers. You should also participate in 
funeral processions and put your shouldor under the bier 
for some time. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has observed : 

“Every Muslim owes a duty to accompany the, funeral 
procession of a deceased Muslim”. The Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) further observ- 
ed s “A man who participates in the funeral procession 
and offers funeral prayers will get a reward equal to one 
Carat. He who attends the burial also after saying the 
funeral prayers will receive a reward equal to two Carats”. 
Some one submitted : “What will be the size of these two 
Carats V’ The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) affirmed : “It will be equal to the mass of 
two mountains”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 



14. Let the grave be excavated from north to south lengthwise. 
Keep the body of the deceased turned towards the Qiblah 
when lowering it In the grave. If the body is light, two 
men are enough, otherwise three or four men may join in 
interring a body into the grave. At the moment of intern- 
ment, untie the knots of the shroud and turn over the body 
towards the Qiblah. 

16. Do observe purdah when interring a female body into the 
grave. 

18. 8tart filling the grave with earth from the side of the 
head. Pick up the earth in both hands and throw it into 
the grave. Repeat the act three times. When throwing in 

the earth the first time say — Minha Khalaqnakum. 

“We created you out of this earth”. When throwing in the 

• f * - • - 

earth the second time, say (S -VJ j Wa fiha nu’idukutn. 
“And We return you to the same earth”. And when you 
throw in the earth the third time, say \$u j 

■ — Wa minhd nukhrijukum laratan ukhrd. “And We shall 
resurrect you from the same earth”. 

17. Do not raise the grave very high, nor make it in the form 
of a square. Fill the grave with the same amount of 
earth which was excavated from it. Sprinkle some water 
over the grave after filling it with earth. 

18. Stay a while near the grave after burial. Offer prayers 
begging mercy tor the deceased. Recite some verses of 
the Qur’an and send its blessings after the departed soul. 
Ask other people to offer prayers to God to show mercy to 
the dead person. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) himself used to offer prayers to God 
for the grant of mercy to the deceased and observed to 
other people : “Pray to God that your brother may remain 
steadfast and beg mercy for him from the Lord as now is 
he to account for every moment of his wordly life”. 

(Abu Dawud) 
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19. If a bereavement occurs among the kin, relatives, or in the 

neighbourhood, send cooked food for one or two times to 
their house, because they will be too overcomo with grief 
to think of cooking meals. ‘Jami‘ Tirmidhi’ records that 
when the martyrdom of Hadrat Ja'far (God be pleased 
with him) was reported the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) commanded: “Prepare 

some food for the family of Ja'far. They are pre-occupied 
with grief today”. 

20. Do not mourn for the dead for a period of more than three 
days. However, for a woman whose husband is dead, the 
proscribed period of mourning is four months and ten 
days. When Abu Sufyan (God be pleased with him), the 
father of Umm ul-Mo’rainin Hadrat Ummi Habibah 
(God be pleased with her) expired, the illustrious lady 
Zainab (God be pleased with her) came to offer condo* 
lences to her. Hadrat Ummi Habibah (God be pleased with 
her) sent for perfume in which some quantity of yellow 
saffron had been mixed. Umm ul-Mo’minin rubbed that 
perfume on her slave- worn an and then applied some to 
her own face. She then observed : “God knows I did 
not need perfume, but I have heard the Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) say : “No 
woman who believes in God and the Day of Judgement 
Bhould observe mourning for more than three days for 
any man. However, the period of mourning in the case 
of her husband’s death is four months and ten days”. 

(Abu Datoiid) 

21. Offer some charity on behalf of the deceased according to 
your means. However, strictly evoid performance of 
unpropitious and improper rites in this case. 



Etiquettes of 
Visiting Graveyards 


1. Accompany the funeral procession to the graveyard and 
attend the burial. Do pay visits to the graveyard off and 
on. These visits remind one of the life hereafter and 
induce one to start making preparations for the life after 
death. On one occasion the Holy Prophet (peace and bles- 
sings of Allah be upon him) accompanied a funeral proces- 
sion to the graveyard and sitting down beside a grave 
shedded so much tears that the earth became wet. Then 
addressing the companions (God be pleased with them), the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : “Brothers ! Prepare yourself for this day”. 

(Ibn Majah) 

Onoe when he was seated near a grave, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be npon him) 
affirmed : “Every grave proclaims in the most terrific 
voice ; *0 Progeny of Adam ! Have you forgotten me ? I am 
the house of loneliness. I am a strange land of wilderness 1 
I am a hole of mites and worms. I am a place of hardship 
and trial. Save those fortunate one for whom God makes 
me commodious and wide. I am for all other human be- 
ings a tortuous place”. In addition, the Holy Prophet (peaoe 
and blessings of Allah be upon upon him) observed : The 
grave is either one of the pits of Hell or a small flower- 
garden out of the gardens of Paradise”. ( Tabrani) 

2. Take a warning from the sight of the graveyard and 
form the habit of concentrating your thoughts aDd 
imaginative powers on the meditation of life after death. 
Onoe upon a time, Hafdat *Ali (God be pleased with him) 
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visited a graveyard. Had rat Kameel (God be pleased with 
him) accompanied him. On reaching the graveyard, Hadrat 
‘Ali (God be pleased with him) looked at the graves and 
then addressing the inmates of the graves, observed : 

‘0 inmates of graves ! O inhabitants of ruins 1 0 those 
whol ive in isolation in a land of wilderness ! Say, how you 
are ? As regards conditions over here, the assets left over 
have been divided, the offspring are rendered orphans, the 
widows have entered into new marriage contracts. This is 
the state of affairs in our world. Now toll us what is 
happening to you”. Hadrat 'Ali (God be pleased with him) 
then remained silent for some time and then turning 
towards Hadrat Kameel (God be pleased with him observ- 
ed : “Kameel, if the inmates of these graves wore allowed 

to speak, they would say : 'Piety is the most valuable 

treasure’. Having said this, Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased 
with him) wept and continued to weep for a long time. 
Later Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) remarked : 
“Kameel, the grave is an enclosure where only deeds 
matter and as soon as one meets death he realises this 
fact”. 

3. Say this prayer on entering the graveyard : 

Si s -£>' y f*- 11 
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Analamu • alaikum ahlad-diyiri min-al mo’minlna 
wUmuilimina wa i»n» insha’ Mahu M kum lithiqina 
(u'alullah land wa lalcum-ul-' afiyah. 

“Peace be on you, 0 pious and faithful inmates of 
this habitation. God willing, we shall soon join company 
with you. We pray to God, for our sake and for your sake, 
that He may protect ub from His Tortqra and Wrath”. 
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4. Don’t laugh, crack jokes or engage in worldly talk in the 

graveyard like careless and carefree persons. Grave is 
the gateway to Eternity. Let the sight of this gateway 
turn your thoughts to the next world and overcome by 
feelings of care and remorse let your eyes shed tears of 
repentance. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : “I had forbidden you to visit 
graveyards (so that faith in one God may take firm roots 
in your heart). Bat now if you wish you may go to the 
cemetries, for the sight of graves makes one remember the 
life hereafter”. {Muslim) 

5. ’Avoid building graves of bricks and mortar and do not 

embellish them. When the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was close to end of his 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) earthly life, he 
was restless with physical pain. In this state, he would 
sometimes draw the sheet over his holy face and then 
remove it. While the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was in this turbulent condition of 
restlessness, Hadrat ‘Aisha (God be pleased with her) heard 
him uttering the following words : “God’s curse be on the 
Jews and Christians. They turned the sepulchres of their 
Prophets into places of worship”. 

6. Do pray that God may bestow rewards on the dead and 
grant them mercy, whenever you visit the graveyard. 
Hadrat Sufyan (God be pleased with him) States : “Just as 
the living stand in need of eating and drinking, so do the 
dead stand in dire need of prayers for their salvation”. 

Tabarani records the following tradition : “When God 
elevates a pious man one degree higher in Paradise, the 
man submits — “0 Creator ! How did I come to deserve 
this reward ?” God thereupon affirms : “This reward has 
been conferred upon you by virtue of your sons’ petitions 
of mercy -on your behalf”. 



Etiquettes on 
Eclipse of Sun 
or Moon 1 


1 When the aun or the moon ia eclipsed, do engage yourself in 
' the remembrance of God. Offer prayers to Him. Frame 
Him, and give charity. As a blessing for these pious 
deeds, God put, off all trials and calamities. Ha^rat 
Mughirah b. Sho'bah (God he pleased w.th him) relates 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of All. 
upon him) observed : "The sun and the moon are the two 

signs of God. They do not go under eclipse on the but 
death of anyone. Do call for the grace of God, offer prayers 
to Him, worship Him when you see the sun “ tho 
eclipse and continue to offer devotions to the Almighty 
untiTthe eclipse clears off”. <»"“*•■ «■*-> 

2. When the sun is under eclipse, offer prayers in a oongre. 

nation in the mosque. However, do not announce the 
prayer-call, nor say 'Iqiimaf, Call the people together 
by some other moans. When the moon is m eclipse, offer 

supererogatory prayers (Nawafil). Do not assemble a con- 

gregation . 

3 When the sun is eclipsed, say two of suppl- 

__ in a congregation and recite long 

the ... and 25^ 

SS.tr. • ■* ' 

to the ‘eclipse of the sun 1 . 



prayers. In the days of the Holy Prophet {peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) once the eun came under 
eclipse. The same day Had rat Ibrahim (God be pleased 
with him), the infant son of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) expired. The 
people began to say to each other that since Hadrat 
Ibrahim, the son of Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has passed away, the sun has gone 
under eclipse. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) assembled the people in a congregation 
and led them in prayer consisting of two Rak'ahs. The 
Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
engaged in long recitation of the Holy Qur’an in the course 
of this prayer and read through the whole cf ‘Surah al- 
Baqarah’. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) then observed to the people : “The sun 
and the moon are tho two Signs of God. They do not go 
into eclipse on the birth or death of anyone. 0 People ! 
Whenever such an event occurs, do engage in devotion to 
God. Offer prayers to Him, praise Him, hymn His great- 
ness and oneness. Say prayers and give charity”. 

( BukhSri , Mualim) 

Hadrat ‘Abdul-Bahman b. Samurah (God be pleased 
with him) relates : “During the propitious days of the 
Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
the sun went into an esclipse once. I was at that time 
practising archery outside Medinah. I at once flung away 
the arrows to see what would the Holy Prophet 
(peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) do at the 
occurrence of , this event. So I went to the presence of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was occupied in offering praises to God and repeating Hie 
Attributes- and uttering! Takblr and Tehlil and observing 
prayers and making supplications with his hands raised 


1. Takbir stands for AUah-o-Akbar while Tablil stand* for La Ilaha ill- 
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to the Heavens. Then the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) offered prayer consisting 
of two Rak'aha and recited two long Surahs of the Qur'an 
in the coarse of the prayers and continued to offer devo- 
tions till the sun cleared off the eclipse”. 

The illustrious companions (God be pleased with them) 
also used to offer prayers during ‘Kusuf’ and ‘KhusQf’. 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Zubair (God be pleased with him) 
offered prayers on the appearance of an eolipse in Medinah. 
Similarly, on another occasion when an eolipse appeared 
Hadrat 'Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) 
assembled the people and offered a prayer in congregation. 

4. In the oourso of the prayer on the occasion of an eclipse 
of the sun, recite Surah ‘Ankabiit after Surah Faiiha in 
the first Rak'ah and recite Surah al-Room in the second 
Rak'ah. It is propitious to recite these Surahs, but not 
obligatory. Surahs other than those mentioned above 
may also be recited. 

6. If the women wish to join the congregation for prayer on 
the oo casion of an eolipse of the sun and the facility for 
including thorn in the congregation exists, do let them 
join. Persuade the children also to join prayers so 
that faith in one God takes firm roots in their hearts in 
their early years and no other notions derogatory to the 
belief in one God may infiltrate their minds. 

6. If the eclipse of the sun occurs during those hours in which 
the saying of prayers is forbidden i.e., the hours of 
sunrise, sunset and the declining hours of the day, avoid 
offering ‘Namaz*. Do offer praises to God however and 
give charity to the poor and the destitute. If the eclipse 
continues even after the hour of sunrise or the declining 
hour , of the day have passed, then say prayers also in addi- 
tion to performing the above-mentioned deeds. 



Etiquettes of 
Ramadan 


1. Start preparing your mind from the month of Sha'ban 
for according a befitting reoeption to Ramadan. Keep 
fasts frequently before the fifteenth of Sha'ban. Hadrat 
'A’isha (God be pleased with her) relates : “The Hdly 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used 
to keep fasts more often in Sha'ban than in any other 
month”. 

2. Make an effort to Bight the Ramadan moon with full 
attention "and eagerness and say this prayer on sighting 
the moon : 

olLVi; yk' tll£ -ial j-ln &\ 

— . ^ ^ I • « # i > # * ■ ® 

. 4ll ilJLjj 

Allahu akbar Allahumma a hillahu 'alaind bil-amni wal- 
imdni t oas-s&lamati wal-Islami wal-taufiqi lima tvhibbu 
wa tarda rabbuni wa rabbukallah. 

* God is the greatest t 0 God ! Do make the appear* 
ance of this moon a token of peaoe, faith, salvation and 
Islam (obedienoe) for us. Do make this moon arise as a 
favour to us so that we may perform deeds which conform 
to Thy Will and are dear to Thee. Onr Lord and thy 
Lord is God 1” 


160 
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And say the same prayer on sighting the moon of eaoh 
month. (Tirmidhi, Ibn Hibban, etc.) 

3. Do take special interest in offering devotions during the 
month of Ramadan. In addition to obligatory prayers, 
make it a point to observe supererogatory prayers 
(Nawafil) also. Make a firm resolve to win the maximum 
favour of God. God has reserved His special favours 
and blessings for this great and propitious month. On 
the final day of 8ha‘ban, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) in a discourse on the 
blessings of the month of Ramadan affirmed : 

"0 people 1 A great and blessed month is going to 
set in on you. Each night of this month is better than 
a thousand months. God has made fasting obligatory 
during this month and has ordained Taravih as a supple- 
mentary prayer. Any man who performs a good deed 
during this month of his own free volition will receive a 
reward equal to the reward for obligatory deeds performed 
during other months. And any man who performs a single 
obligatory aot during this month, he Bhall receive a reward 
equal to the reward of seventy obligatory acts during other 
months”. 

4. Keep fasts whole of the month with deep eagerness and 
seal. Even if you can’t observe fast due to some serious 
illness or for any other reason permissible in shariah, 
strictly avoid eating before others out of respect for the 

' sanctity of Ramadan. To all intents and purposes, you 
must appear as if you are faBting. 

6. Make it*a point to recite the Holy Qur’an. The month 
of Ramadan has a special connexion with the Holy Qur’an. 
The Holy Qur’an was revealed in this month and the other 
Divine Books also descended in the same month. Hadrat 
Ibrahim (peace be upon him) received scriptures on the 
first or the third day of this month. ‘Zabur’ descended 
on Hadrat Dawud (peace be upon him) on the twelfth or 
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eighteenth day of this month. Torah was revealed to 
Had rat Mdsa (peace be upon him) on the sixth day of this 
propitious month. On the twelfth ob thirteenth day of the 
aame blessed month, the Bible was transmitted to Hadrat 
'Ibs (peace be upon him). Hence recite Qur’an as many 
times as possible in the course of this month. Hadrat 
Gabriel (peace be upon him) uBed to recite the Holy Qur’an 
to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be .upon 
him) and also heard recitation of the Qur’an from the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) every 
year during the month of Ramadan. In the final year 
of the Holy Prophet’s earthly life (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). Hadrat Gabriel (peace be upon him) 
completed the whole tert of the Qur’an twioe during the 
month of Ramadan. 

6. Try to reoite the Qur’an distinctly and with understanding. 
Along with frequent recitation, be careful to grasp the 
meaning of the Holy Qur’an with a elear impaot of its 
message on your mind and heart. 

7. During ‘Taravih’ do listen to the recitation of the whole 
text of the Qur’an. The Holy Prophet used to listen to the 
whole text of the Holy Qur’an at least once during 
Ramadan. 

8. Say ‘Taravih’ prayers with humility, eagerness and devo- 
tion. Do not just oomplete the number of Rak'ahs in a 
mechanical fashion. Offer prayers with understanding and 
devotion so that your life may be influenced by the pro- 
pitious influence of the Namas and your devotion to God 
may become firm and deep. Do offer Tahajjud prayers also 
by the favour of God. 

9. Give charity and spend whatever you can in the way of 
Allah. Look after the needs of the poor, the widows and 
the orphans and arrange provisions for them for 'Sahri’ and 
‘Iftari’. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has affirmed s “This is a month of 



Mawasat” 1 . Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (God bo pleased with 
him) reports : “The Holy Prophet (peace aad blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was by nature generous and munifi- 
cent, but his munificence (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) knew no bounds during the month of 
Ramadan. When Hadrat Gabriel (peace be upon him) 
visited the Holy Prophet (poace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) each night and recited the Holy Qur’an to the 
Prophet and heard the recitation of the Holy Book from 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 
during that period the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) became even more generous than 
the blowing wind”. 

10. Do offer maximum rakats of supplementary prayers during 
‘Shab Q*dr ,2 and recite the Holy Qur’an. The importance 
of this night is affirmed by the fact that the Holy Qur’an 
was revealed during this night. The Holy Qur’an says ; 

Lo I We revealed it in the Night of Power. And 
do you understand what the Night of Power is 1 The Night 
of Power is better than a thousand months. The angels 
%nd the spirits descend therein, by the permission of their 
Lord with all decrees. (That night is) Peace until the 
rising of dawn. 

The traditions record that ‘Shab Qadr’ is one among 
the odd nights in the last week of Ramadan. Say this 
prayer during this night : 

,. , , 1 j < j . . « 

. (JttLi j-i-e tiLil 

(l) The word ‘Mawasat’ means to show sympathy to the poor and the 
needy. Sympathy means offering financial help to the poor or 
expressing your sympathy in conversation. Be n»e in your speech 
and behaviour towards them. Provide all facilities to your em- 
ployees and give them financial support. 

2. Laila tul Qadr i.e., the night when the decisions for the whole year 
are ann ounced and the del ting is shaped. 



Allakumma innaha ‘afuwwun tuhibb-ul-'afwa fa'fu anni. 

(Hisn Hasten) 

“God ! Forgiveness is Thy Greatest Attribute, for thou 
likost to forgive. So forgive me”. 

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) relates that 
once in the month of Ramadan, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “A month 

has come upon you people in which there is one night 
which is better than a thousand months. The person who 
misses offering devotions in the course of this night 
deprives himself of all the bliss. And only that person 
remains deprived of the Grace and Blessings of this month 
who really deserves deprivation”. (Ibn Majah) 

11. Observe I'tikaf in the last week of the month of Ramadan. 
The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to perform I'tikaf during the last ten days of 
Ramadan. 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) reports : 
“When the last week of Ramadan approaohed, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to keep awake during most part of the nights and 
devoted himBelf to worship. He (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) also decreed the female of the house- 
hold to remain awake and engaged himself in the worship 
of God with full zeal and perfect devotion”. 

12. Show utmost tenderness and affection to people in the 
month of Ramadan. Provide maximum facilities to your 
employees and supply their needs with extreme liberality. 
Deal with members of your household with kindness and 
generosity. 

13. Say the maximum rakats of prayers with humility, 
zeal and devotion. It is related in ‘ Durr Month nr* that 
when the Holy Month of Ramadan came, the pattern of 
the Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) life underwent a change. The number of the rakats 
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of superorsgative prayers offered by him (peace and and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) increased. He (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed deeper humility 
in prayers and appeared totally overcome with fear of God. 

The traditions record : “In the month of Ramadan, 
God ordains the heaven supporting angels to give up their 
supplications and say ‘Amin (So be it !) after the prayers of 
the fasting persons”. 

14. Pay ‘Sadaqa Fitr’ (charity ordained before Eid prayers and 
at the end of Ramadan) with a willing heart and give it 
away before saying ‘Eid prayer. If possible, pay it well 
bbforc the ‘Eid so that the needy and destitute may also 
buy necessary provisions for the ‘Eid and go to the ‘Idgah 
with everybody else and join in the festivities of the ‘Eid. 
It is reported in the traditions that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) made the pay- 
ment of ‘Sadaqa Fitr’ obligatory for his followers for two 
reasons : first, as an atonement for any improper or 
licentious deed that the fasting people may have committed 
unconscionsly in the period of their fast ; and secondly, 
‘Sadaqa Fitr’ is. to he paid to make provisions of food for 
the poor and the indigent to afford them to enjoy tho 
auspicious Eid day. (Abu Dawiid ) 

16., Bosides practicing maximum possible piety yourself in the 
holy days of Ramadan, persuade others also with fervour, 
zeal, tenderness and tact to do actB of piety, so that the 
fear of God, love of piety and goodness may reign supreme 
over all and the society, as a whole, may derive the greatest 
benefit from the limitless blessings of the holy month of 
Ramadan. 



Etiquettes of 
Fasting 


1 . Keeping in view the great reward and great blessings of 
Fasting, make arrangement for observing fasts with full 
zeal and complete earnestness. No other form of worship 
can serve as an alternative to Fasting. For this reason, God 
•made Fasting obligatory for every Ummah (Followers 
of a Prophet). God affirms : 

„ „ „ > - > •> ~< - » • 

Jp tJSS* L.S* 1^*1 

. djkJ-J o* 

Y a-ayyuhalladhina Amanu kutiba 'alaikumusitjamu 
hamu kutiba ‘alalladhina min qablikum la'allakum 
tattaqun. 

“O ye who believe ! Prescribed for you is fasting, 
as it was prescribed for those before you so that you may 
become God-fearing ”. 

The Holy Prophot (peace and blossings of Allah be 
upon him) elucidated this sublime objective of Fasting as 
follows : 

•‘A person who does not renounce false spoech and 
practising falsehood while he fasts, God cares not for his 
abstinence from food or drink”. {Bukhari) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) further observed : 
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“The person who fasts -with a perfect sense of devotion 
to faith and * Ihtisab’ 1 (sens© of accountability), God will 
pardon all the sins which he may have committed in his 
previous lifo”. (Bukhari) 

2. Observe all fasts of Ramadan with full care and miss any 
fast save in case of severe illness or on the ground of some 
religious excuse. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings pf 
Allah be upon him) observed : 

“Anyone who misses a single fast during Ramadan 
except in case of severe illness or on ground of religious 
excuse cannot make amends for this offence by 
keeping fasts on all the remaining days of his life.” 

(Tirmidhi) 

3. Keep yourself busy in your daily occupation and bo active 
and cheerful in work so as to avoid hypocrisy and false 
appoaranccs during fasting. Do not show weakness or 
lethargy in your behaviour during the fast. Hadrat Abu 
Huraira (God be pleased with him) remarked : “When a 
man observes fastB he ought to annoint himself with oil as 
usual so that the effects of fasting do not show off”. 

4. Make your best efforts to avoid all forms of evil during the 
fast, because the very objective of the fast is to purge the 
life of man of all evil and make it righteous. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has 
affirmed : 

“Fast serves as a shield. When any of you is in a 
state of fasting, he should take care not to utter any evil 
speech by his tongue or to start an affray. In case eome- 
one starts railing at him or is inclined- to start a fight with 
him, the man who is fasting should reflect that he is in a 
state of fasting- (how can he reciprocate offensive 
language 1) ( Bukhari , Muslim) 

I. The term • Ihtisab’ means that the fast should be observed only to 
please God and to win reward in the eternal world and tcf avoid all 
evils which violate the spirit of fasting. 



S. Covet the great reward for fasting as repotted in the Tradi- 
tions. Offer a prayer to God especially near the hour of 
Iftar (breaking the fast). “O God ! Be gracious to accept 
my fast and grant me that favour and reward which you 
have promised”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) affirmed : Those who observe fasts 
will enter Paradise through a special gateway. The name 
of this gate is ‘Riyyan’ 1 . When the entire number of all 
those who observe fasts have gone in, the gate will he 
closed and no one will be allowed to enter it afterwards . 

(Bukhari) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also observed : “On the Day of Judgement, 

Fast will intercede with God and say : “0 Creator ! I 
restrained this man from eating, drinking and taking 
other pleasures during the day. 0 God! be gracious to 
. accept my intercession on behalf of this man”. And God 
shall grant this petition”. (MMtot) 

In addition, the Prophet of God (peace and blessings 
of Allah he upon him) observed : "Any prayer which i 
fasting person offers at the hour of Iftar (time of breaking 
the fast) is granted and is never refused." (TimidA*) 

6. Bear the hardships of the fast in good cheer. Do not 
degrade the sanctity of the fast by complaining of the 
pangB of hunger or thirst or weakness. 

7. If you are unable to observe fast during a journey or be- 
cause of severe illness, you can forgo it, but atone for it on 
other days. The Holy Qur’an affirms : 

. fV 0 * ■/*"'' j* jl 

j\Ao_a jSJ \ I 

1. 'Riyyan’ means ‘that which irrigates’. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed : “Those whoenter 

the Gateway of *Riyyan’ will never more feel thirst”. 
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Waman lcina maridan au ‘ala safarin fa 'id datun min 
ayyamin ukhara. (2 : 185) 

“But whosoever among you is aick or on a journey (he 
is required to observe fast instead of these days) the 
same number of other days". 

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) reports : “On 
occasions when we went on journeys with the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), some 
of the companions observed fast and other did not. 
However, neither those who had kept fast criticised those 
who had missed the fast nor the latter objected to the 
fasting of the former”. (Bukhari) 

8. Avoid back-biting and casting an evil eye strictly during 
the fast. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has observed : 

“The person who keeps fast is in fact offering devotion 
to God from morning till evening unless, of course, he 
baokbiteB against someone. When he indulges in backbiting, 
his fast is broken.” (Ad-Dailmi) 

9. Earn a lawful living. No devotion of the body fed on 
illicit earnings is admissible. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed : “The body 
fed on illicit earnings is a proper fuel for Hell-Fire.” 

(Bukhari) 

10. Do eat 'Sahri’ meal. This alleviates the hardship of 
fasting as well as safeguards against weakness and lethargy. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has observed : “Do eat the ‘Sahri’ meal, for the eating 
of ‘Sabji’ meal entails blessing”. (HitiAari) 

Moreover, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “Eating of ‘Sahri’ meal 
entails blessing. Take a few draughts of water, if nothing 
else. The angels of God send peace and blessings upon 
those who eat the ‘Sahri’ meal,” (Ahmad) 



Furthemore, the Holy Prophet (peece end bieaainga of 
Allah be upon him) observed : 

“Take some rest at noon and get some ease in tho night 
prayer, Eet Sehri meal to obtain nonriahment during font 
in the day time." (rtn Majak). 'Sahih Mu.lim’ record. : 
"The Holy Prophet (peace and bieaainga of Allah be upon 
him) obaerved : “The only difference between onr faating 
and the faating obaerred by other people of the Book . a 
that we begin the faat by eating the Sahri meal.’ 

11 . Do not delay in ending the fait after aunaet. for the main 
objective of faating ie to inculcate the apirit of aubn>‘»‘°» 
rather than abatinence from food and drink. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and bieaainga of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed : 

"The Muslims will remain in good condition if they 
haaten to Iftar (meal taken at aunaet to end the faat)”. 

( Bukhart ) 

12. Say this prayer at the time of Iftar : 

, 

Ipl—I . ojail ili;j jo J dJ 

Allahumma laka tumtu wa 'ala rizqika aftartu. 

{Musltm) 

"O Allah l it is for thee that I observe fast and it is 
with Thine blessing that I break it. 

After ending the fast, say this prayer : 


. &\ *LU1 


jn.^1 t“-. * J 


Dhahab-az-zam’u irabtallatil ‘uruqu va thabat-al ajru 
in-ahS Allah. [Abu-Daud) 

No more was the thirst, moistened ware the veins and 
reward became duo. If the laord so Willed. 
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13. When you perform Iftar (ending the fast) at the house 
of somebody else, say this prayer : 

Aflara ' indakum-vs-sa’ irniina wa akala taamakwn-ul- 
abraru wa sallat ‘alaikum-ul-mala’ ikatu. (Abu-lJavd) 

"May It please God that the fasting people may per- 
form Iftar at your house and pious people may enjoy the 

hospitality of food provided by you 1 May the angels invoke 
blessings upon you by their prayers !” 

14, Do arrange Iftar parties. This act entails a high reward. 
The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has observed : 

"Any man who supplies meal to a fasting person to 
perform Iftar, God shall pardon his sins in reward for this 
act and grant him salvation from Hell-Fire. The man who 
supplies meal for Iftar to a fasting person will receive an 
equal reward with him. The reward of the fasting person 
will not, however, be curtailed.” The people submitted • 
“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) ! Where shall all of us find the wherewithal to make 
provision for the Iftar of a fasting person and to feed him’ . 
Tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : “It is enough to feed a fasting person 
at Iftar with a date or some quantity of milk or even 
supply him a single ‘draught of water for Iftar”. 

(Ibn Khvzaima) 



Etiquettes of 
Zakat and Sadaqat 


1. Give away in the way of God with the sole motive of winn- 
ing the favour of God. Do not waste your virtuous deed 
by keeping in view some ulterior purpose or motive. Do 
not expect the beneficiaries of your deed to offer thanks to 
you or acknowledge your favour or testify to your magnani- 
mity. The true believers anticipate reward for their deeds 
fronrGod only. The Holy Qur’an expresses the sentiments 
of the true believers in these words : 




■ ^ . >4ll» 

Innama nut'imukum lixcajhillahi Id nuridu minkum 
jazaan tva Id shakura. (76 : 9} 

“We feed you for the sake of Allah only. We wish for 
no reward nor thanks from you”, 

2. Avoid display, ostentation and showing off. Hypocrisy 
destroys the virtue of the best of deeds. 

3. Pay Zakat openly, so that others may also be 
induced to perform their duty. However, offer other 
Sadaqat (charitable acts) secretly so as to promote feelings 
of deep sincerity in your heart. Deeds performed with 
true sincerity are of great value in the eyes of God. On 
the Day of Judgement in that terrible field where there 
will be no shade, God shall keep under the shadow of 
heaven that man who spends in the way of God in such 

17 ? 
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extreme secrecy that the left hand does not know what th& 
right hand has spent.” (Bukhari) 

4. After expending in the way of God avoid reminding 
the beneficiaries of the favours you have done to them nor 
causo them any distress. To administer shocks to the 
self-respect of the indigent and poor, to injure their feelings 
by rominding them of favours done to them and to expect 
that they should acknowledge their obligation to you, 
that they should always humbly bow to you and regard 

you as their superiors such sentiments when you have 

given away charity in the way of God, are wioked and 
despicable. The heart of the true believers should be free 
of such notions. God ordains : 

^ WiW 

. If 1* jtf-i tfour 


Yaayyuhalladh’na dmanu Id tubtilu sadaqatikum bilmanni 
wal adha kalladhi yunfiqu malahu riaanndni. 

Ye who believo ! Render not vain your alms giving 
by reproach and injury like him who spendeth his wealth 
only to be scon of men”. 

5. Do not take pride or assume an air of arroganco after 
expending in the way of God. Do not advertise your 
magnanimity among the people. You should rather tremble 
at the thought whether your sacrifice has been accepted by 
God or not. God ordains : 




Walladhina yutuna ma alau qulubuhum wajilatun annahum 
ila rabbihim raji'un. 
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And those who give what they give while their hearts 
are full of fear that to their Lord they shall return. 

0. Show tenderness to the poor and destitute. Do not rehuhe 
them nor try to rule oyer them nor show off your 
superiority over them. In ease you have nothing to give 
to a suppliosnt, excuse yourself with extreme humility and 
politeness, so that he may depart silently invoking blessings 
upon you even without receiving anything from you. The 
Holy Qur’an Bays : _ 

. ,, i jji. ; . ■> s - 

jii U yrjJ iij CS ***■-> r*^ W . J 
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Wa Imma iu'riduuuu unuuAumut tigte’a rutaolin 
min rabbika tarjuhi faqul-lahum qaulam maitura. 

(17 : to) 

“But if you turn away from them seeking means trom 
thy Lord, for which thou hopest, then speak unto them a 
reasonable word”. 

And God g^^rdains : 

. ji • • y>» w j 

Wa-ammas-ea'ila fala tanhar . 

“Therefor the beggar drive not away”. 

7 Spend in the way of God liberally with eagerness Do 
not spend with a stingy or grudging heart, nor consider it 
an oppressive fine. Only those people deserve grace and 
success who forswear miserliness, narrow-mindedness and 
stinginess. 

8 Spend only 'Halul' (earned by righteous means) goods in 
the way of God. God accepts only those goods which 
are pure and have been earned through righteous means. 
How can a believer who is eager to spend in the way of 



175 


God bear that his lawfully earned goods should be mixed 
with illioit gains 1 God ordains : 

e -I- , 

■ ^ ‘-W* <j* ' L *"' 1 WiW 

Yaayyuhalladhina imanu anjiqu min tayyibdti ma 
kasabtum. 

"Ye who believe ! Spend of the good things that you 
have earned”. 

9. Give away the best goods in the way of God. God 
ordains : 

.•Is* • * • t i - S • s . . • - 

JT» . jJ\ ji 

Lantana lulbirra hattd tunfiqu mimma tuhibbun. (3 : 92) 

“You shall never attain righteousness until you expend 
of that whioh you love”. 

Goods given away as Sadaqa (charity) are being 
accumulated for the benefit of eternal life in the Hereafter. 
How oan a believer bear the thought of defective goods 
for his everlasting life. 

10. If you are liable to pay the Zakat (poor-due), do not delay 
the payment. Pay it at once after careful accounting bo 
that, God forbid, nothing remains due in your account. 

11? Pay the Zakat (poor-due) under a collective system and 
spend it under the collective system. Where Muslim 
governments do not exist, the Muslim citizens can form 
parties and create a Baitui Mai for ^e receipt and expendi- 
ture of Zakat (poor-due). 



Etiquettes of 
Performing Hajj 


Do not delay or keep putting off the p.rform.noeof 
Hajj. Whenever God bestow. enough means on yo 
for the fulfilment of this interesting obhgation 
„,t out for Hajj at the earliest opportunity You do not 
knoiv how much longer Ufa trill last, so why should you 
keep putting off the performance of this duty from one ye 
to the neat. The Holy Qur'an affirms : 


a? zj*-'' j* or 01 j* 

, , « , . « - 

. 0r* !UJ ' S 41 0Li 


WMllahi 'alannSei Hjj«‘ *■<*> mania** ilaihi anl.Hu 
m man ta/ora /ainnallaja yhanipyun WJiamln. 

And the people owe this duty to God that whoever 
has the means to journey to His House should make a 
nilgrimage to it. And whoever refuses to obey this com- 
mand should know that God need, no favour from any one 
in the world”. 


A greater ruination and deprival of man cannot be 
imagined than that God should thus openly proclaim His 
indifference and disconcern to man. 

The Traditions relate: "The person who makes up 

hi, mind to go on th, pilgrimage should make haste to 
perform this obligation. It i> possible that he may be 
taken ill; or his she-camel may got lost, or perhaps an 
17 «. 
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erentoowwwbi.hm^es it impossible for him to go to 
‘ {/6a Majah) 

Tha implication is that when moans are available a 
parson shonld not ov-.do the performanoa of this duty 
without 'Sufficient roason, for ona n.var know, if these 
mean., freedom and facility will still be available to him 
m the near future, and, God forbid, the man may remain 

deprived of the blessing of performing the Hajj for ever 
May God save every believer from this deprival 1 The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has reprimanded such persons in very strict terms The 
Tradition records that the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 


"A man who -is not prevented by illness or genuine 
need or is free from the restraints of a tyrannioal and 
despotic ruler and yet does not perform the Hajj may die a 
Jew or a Christian for aught we oere.” 


(Sullen Kubra, Vol. «) 
Hadrat 'Umar (God be pleased with him) was heard as 
saying : “I wish to impose jiaya on those who, despite 
having moans, do not perform the Hajj, for they are not 
Muslims, they are not Muslims at all”. 

2. Go on a pilgrimage to the House of Hod and perform Hajj 
to please God alone. Do not stain this pure objective 
with any worldly motives or interests. The Holy Qur’an 
affirms : 




lY 

Wala Smmln-al'baital Urama yabtaghuna faJlan mir 
rabbihtm wa ridhwina. ^ , gj 

And hinder not those who are proceeding to the 
Saored House seeking the graces and pleasure of Adah.” 
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«\M tji Jl| . 41 j 

Wa atimmul hajja wal-umrata lillah. (2 : 196) 

"And complete the Hajj and ‘Gmrah for Allah’s (sake)” 
And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : "The reward for the performance 
of ‘Hajj Mabrur 1 is certainly no less than admission to 
Paradise”. 

3. Do not circulate the news of your going to the pilgrimage. 
Keep your departure for Hajj and your return a private 
matter. Avoid strictly all those customs and ceremonies 
which smack of ostentation or display. Even though the 
real test of righteousness and acceptability of a deed is 
that it ..should be performed with the sole intention of 
pleasing God, and that the motive of the act should be free 
from all taint of any extraneous desire, but this point 
should be especially borne in mind in the case of Hajj, for 
Hajj is the last resort foi effecting a spiritual revolution 
and the purification of soul and the moral conduct of man. 
The ‘spiritual patient’ who is not successfully cured by this 
efficacious treatment has no hope of healing by any other 
means. 

4. Even if you have no wherewithal to proceed to the pilgri- 
mage, you should cherish the desire to view the House of 
God, to offer ‘salam’ (peace and blessing) on the Mausoleum 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and keep the lbrahimi sentiments of sacrifice which 
are produced in the souls of the believer by Hajj ever, 
afresh in your heart. The heart which is devoid of these 
sentiments is not that of a true believer but resembles to a 
desolate ruin. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has affirmed : 

1. • Hajj Mabrur refers to the .pilgrimage performed with all the 
proper rules and conditions in order to earn the pleasure of 
God. 
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Those who go to perform Hajj or ‘Umrah are the 
special guests of God. Their prayers are granted by God 
and if they supplicate for mercy, He forgives them”. 

(Tabrani) 

6. Take the best provisions with you when yon go for Hajj. 
The best provision in this case is fear of God. In this 
journey of righteousness, the man who avoids transgressing 
the Commands of God and who reaps the maximum benefit 
of the blessings of pilgrimage is the one who fears God 
under all ciroumstances, and has a burning zeal to win the 
favour of God. The Holy Qur’an says : 
t • t s s _ 

• jIjJI jS- OU Iji j j 

Wa tazawwadu fa-inna khairazzaditJaqwa. (2: 107) 

"And take provisions for the journey (to perform 
Hajj) for verily the best provision is the fe*r of Allah.” 

0. Having resolved to go to Hajj, start making preparations 
with single-minded devotion. Keep the date of the Hajj 
constantly in view. Reflect upon each article of the 
obligation of pilgrimage. Try to realise the feelings which 
God intends to promote in the heart of the believer through 
the observance of these articles of the obligation of Hajj. 
Like a oonsoious and knowledgeable believer, observe all 
the articles of Hajj with full awareness and imbibe the 
realities contained in the articles of Hajj and endeavour to 
bring about a righteous revolution in your life in con- 
formity with these realities. It is for this reason that God 
has ordained the performance of Hajj obligatory for the 
believers. God ordains : 



Wadhkuruhu karti^hadakum wa inkuntum min qabtihi 
lamin-adddllin. (2 : 198) 

“And remember Him as He has guided you and 
verily prior to it you were of those gone astray”. 

For this purpose, deeply reflect upon those portions of 
the Holy Qur’an which describe the reality, importance 
and the sentiments created by the performance ofHajj. 
A careful study of the Traditions of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and those books 
which deal with the date of the Hajj and discuss the 
articles of Hajj will also prove useful in this respect, 

7. Memorise the propitious prayers which should be offered 
< during the Hajj. These may be found in the Books of 

Traditiona ! _^^-hr-{He'words of the Holy Prophet (peace 
— and blessings of Allah be upon him) beg not from God than 
what the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) himself had asked for. 

8. Protect your Hajj from all unpropitious motives or actions. 
Beware lest your Hajj should become like the Hajj of those 
who will get no share in the Hereafter, because the latter 
group shuts its eyes from the rewards of the eternal world 
and begs exclusively for worldly blis« When they reach the 
House of God, they offer the following prayer : 

_ _ , „ „ . - , , s - 

. ja i jsZ-'l 1 j aJ Uj-dl j U_Jl 

jY • • — t yUI» 

Rahbana aatina fid-dunya wa ma lahu fil akhirati min 
khaldq, (2 : 200) 

“Our Lord, give to us in this world. And for such 
there Bhall be no portion in the Hereafter”. 

Make a plea to God for grace and success in botl 
worlds by means of the Hajj and pray to God in thest 
words ; “Creator, I have come to Thy Presence to suppli- 
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eate for success and the fulfilment of my righteous desires 
in both this life and the life Hereafter”. Keep aaying 
this prayer also : 

s„... ... t ,.i - < -s- 

Uij ij-o- 5 jp ^ I J j 4J~*- UJ-UI J U;l Ljj 

a 

it ♦ \ ayuJIl . 

Rabbana aatina fd-ditnya hasanatan too fil-aakkirati 
hasanatan wa qinS ‘adhaban-n&r. (2 : 201) 

“God I Grant us goodness in this world and good in 
the Hereafter (also) and protect ns from -the agony of 
Fire”. 

9. During Hajj avoid transgression of God’s commands with 
extreme sensitivity. The journey to perform the Hajj is 
in fact a passage to the House of God. You are the guests 
of God there. You have gone there to renew your covenant 
of devotion to God. By putting your hand on the ‘Hajar 
Aswad’ you are in fact taking a pledge of faith and 
bondage and when you kiss the stone, you kiss the emblem 
of submission to God You proclaim your fidelity by 
chanting repeated Takhir (praises) and Tahlil (La ilaha ilia 
Hah) of God. Imagine, then, that in such an atmosphere 
how disgusting would be the commission of even a mino* 
vice or the blemish of a smaU transgression. God has 
warned His servants who present themselves in His Court 
in these vords : 

;; - - 

. V, 

Wa IS fusuqa. 

“There should be no ungodliness”. 

10. During Hajj keep away from all sorts of quarrels. In the 
course of the jotirney when there iB a rush of people 
everywhere, when you suffer discomforts, when there is a 
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clash of interests at every step, when feelings are injured 
every moment, it is the duty of the guest of God to display 
large-heartedess and self-sacrifice and show toleration, 
liberality and kindness to everybody. Abstain from 
rebuking your servant even. 

• 

Wa IS jidSla fll Bajj. 

"And there Bhould be no quarrels”. 

11. Safeguard against sexual matters and continue to be 
vigilant against carnal sentiments in the course of Hajj. 
In the course of the journey when there is a greater 
possibility of provocation of sexual passion or of eyes going 
astray, you should become more alert against the evil 
promptings of your passions and the devil and try to 
protect your piety at all costs. In case you are accom- 
panied by , your spouse, you Bhould not only avoid 
indulgence in sexual relationship with her, but also shun 
all that can stir up sexual passion. In order to warn the 
pilgrims, God ordains : 

- s -• s • - — i „ (,•, 

. vi-ij £»JI j+j ,j*j j** j+tA 

A lhajju ash-hurrun m'aliimatu faman farada flhinnal- 
hajja falS rafatha. 

The pilgrimage is (in^ the well-known month, and 
whoBoever is minded to perforin the pilgrimage (let him 
remember that) there is (to be) no lewdness”. ( 2 : 197) 

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

‘‘Any man who comes here to perform Hajj in the 
Ho ase of God and keeps away from immoral and sexual 
affairs and has not indulged in ungodly acts returns in that 
state of purity and innocence in which he was born from 
the womb of his mother”. {Bukhari, Muslim) 
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12. Pay fall reverence to the symbols of God. The word 
‘Sha'irah’ refers to the symbol appointed by God to remind 
and bring home to the people some spiritual or meaning- 
ful reality. ‘Sha'air’ is the plural of the above word. All 
things associated with the Hajj Berve as symbols to bring 
home to you of some reality about devotion to Allah. 
You should rever them all. The Holy Qur’an affirms : 

, „ , « ,• c , „ „ , ,J , , o-i -• « -1-1 

1 j>Jl J dJbUJI ^1 j 

• s r v.j cr 

Y a-ayyuhalladhina dmanu la tuhillu »ha‘ dirallahi 
wa lashshahral harama wa lalhadya tvalalqald' ida wa la 
dmmina-l-bailal harama yabtaghiina fadlam-mirabbihim 
wa ridwdnn. 

0 ye who believe ! Profane not Allah’s emblems 
nor the Sacred Month nor the offsprings nor the garlands 
nor those repairing to the Sacred House, seoking the 
• grace and pleasure of Allah. 

‘Sura Hajj’ affirms : 

,D, „ . , . -i. , , 1 ... 

, iw^^LaJI iJja J 'j* Ifili <&! pJae_j ^ j 

Wa man yu'azzim sha' airailahi fa-innahd min taqwal 
qvlub. 

And whoso observe the sanctity of what have been 
ordained as Symbols of Allah, do so because of the piety 
of the hearts. 

13. Perform the articles. of Hajj with utmost humility and 
adopt an attitude of destitution and helplessness before 
God, for above all God likes the virtues of humility, 
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modesty *2nd poverty in man. Someone enquired from the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 
“Who is a Haji”? The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah b6 upon him) observed : “The person who has 
dishevelled hair and is covered with dust all over”. 

14. Say Tatbih with a loud voice after tying the ‘Ihram’, after 
each prayer, while ascending a height or descending a 
slope, on joining a caravan and on waking up each morning. 
The words of the Talbih are as follows : 

ju>JI 01 JjIj Su dij. N dUJ Slj $ \ Ilj 

I s . i*JJ V tilUly tlW 

Labbaika Allahumma labbaika labbaika la eharlka laka 
labbaika inna-Uhamda wa-n-ni'mata laka walmulkala 
sharika laka. (Mishlcat) 

Here I am 0 Lord, Here I am, Here I am. No partner 
hast Thou. Here I am. Behold unto Thee belong the Praise 
and the Bounty ; and also the Sovereignty. No partner hast 
Thou. 

15. On arrival at the plain of ‘Arafat’, say the maximum 
number of prayers for mercy and offer penitence. The 
Holy Qur’an affirms : 

„ s . > s , „ • •;*» w 

4Ul 01 <0)1 1 jjL*j ** lj ^Ul ^1* 1 O' 4 ^ 

*t t t 5 

JjU- 

Thumma afidhu min hailhu afa&hannaru wastaghfirullah. 
Innailaha Qhafoor-ur-rahim. (■ AbBaqaraK J 

“Then hasten onward from the place whence the 
multitude hasteneth onward and ask forgiveness of Allah. 
Verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful”, 
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The Holy Prophet *”4 rf An * k k “ 

upon him) has observed : 

"The day of ■ A,a{a is the beet of all dsya in the view 
of God. On thi. dey, the Lord of the Heaven, especally 
tom. Hi. attention toward, the world and eapreaae. Hia 
Pride before the angel, on the homility and misery of 
Hi. pilgrim., God observe, to the angel. : 0 “*”■ 

look 1 my servant, stand before me in the ran in a e p e 
state. They have gathered here from afar and the p 
of begetting My Merey ha. drawn them to this plaen 
although they have not yet Men the agony of punishment. 
After expressing Hi. pride, God then ordain, that them 
people have been granted .alv.tion from the tormentB of 
Hell. On no other oooaiion are .nch a greater number of 
men granted salvation a. on the day of 'Arafa. 

(76n H>bban) 

18. On reaching Mina, offer ...rifle, with the ..me p...ionate 

seal and devotion to God with which the friend of God 
Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) had placed the knife' 
on the neck of hi. dear win Hadrat I.m.'il (peace be upon 
him) Imbibe theae feeling, of ..orifice, and let them bo 
embedded in your mind and heart w. that yon may be 
willing to offer sacrifice in every field of life and your 
practical life reflect, an image of : 

• „ „ • tt * •!-* 

v jLLji vJ * ti 1 *' j a S— ) 

ipiaiNii . ik A 


Inna «o!dti no nnatili no maltyaya no rramitt KBoM 

rabbilalamina It shartka John. 

Verily my prayer, and my sacrifice, and my living and 
my dying arc for Allah, Lord of the world. . (Al-An on.) 
Occupy youraelf continnou.ly in the remembrance of God 

in the days of Hajj and never let the memory of God fade 



from your heart. Remembrance of God is the essence of 
all worship. God affirms : 

WadhkuTiillaha ft ayyamin m'adudaiin. {2 : 203) 

“Remember Allah during appointed days'*. Further 
God observes : 

yl ^ *iS” 4#1 i f—. *** ^ 

. \f> oS 

Fa-idha qadaitum manasilakum fadhkurullaha 
kadhikrikum abaa'kum au ashadda dhikra. 

“And when you have completed your devotion then 
remember Allah as ye remember your fathers or with more 
lively remembrance". 

The main purpose of the articles of Hajj is that 

during the days of Hajj, you should keep yourself comp- 
letely absorbed in the commemoration of God and the 
memory of God should so permeate through your soul that 
the mundane activities and struggles of life may not 
succeed in turning your thoughts away from the memory 
of God. In the days of paganism, people used to laud the 
memory of their ancestors and made loud boasts about 
them after performing the articles of Hajj. God ordained 
that these days should be spent in the remembrance of 
God and in acknowledging His grandeur alone Who is truly 
Great. 

Perform ciroumambulation of God's House with feelings 
of great love and devotion. God ordains : 

“And you should circumambulate the House of God”. 



187 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon bim) has affirmed : 

“Each day God confers a hundred and twenty favours 
on His pilgrims. Silty blessing, are showered upon those 
who circumambulate the House of God ; forty blessing, are 

bestowed upon those who offer, prayer, in House of Go . 

and twenty blessings are conferred upon such as only h««P 
gazing at the Ka'ha (Builiogi). Furthermore, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 

"He who has performed fifty circumambulations of 
the Baitullah (House of God) is purged of all his sins and 
is transformed into that state of innocence in which he was 
on the day of his delivery from the womb of his mother”. 

(Tirmidhi) 



DECENT LIVING 
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Ulls-I jjljljJU j b_li o I jS'jU 4^1 j 

iji jlX-Jlj ^Ju _j 

• J -i-r** 1 o-i'j *— jUJtj 

*LJIb . vlJCU 

I^a’ bud-ulldha tea la tu«hriku bihi Shai’an tva bilwali- 
daini ihsana wa bidhil qurbd teal yatdma teal masakini 
wal Jdri dhil qurbd wal Jdril junubi was Sahibi bil 
jambi wab niseabeelx wa ma malakat aimdnukum . 

Offer devotions to Allah 

Appoint no one His Partner 
Be Good to 

Your Mother and Father, 

Your Kith and Kin, 

The Orphans, 

The Needy, 

The Neighbour who is a relative, and 

The Neighbour who is not a relative, 

The Companion in whose fellowship you spend some 

time, however brief it may be, and 
Be kind to the traveller, and 
The eaptives (slaves) who are under your charge. 


(4 . 36 ) 



Etiquettes of 
Dealing with Parents 


1. Behave well towardB your father and mother and consider 

this good condnot as a propitious act which will earn 
God’s grace in this world as well as in the next. Next 
to God, man owes the greatest obligation to his parents. 
The greatness and value of this obligation towards one s 
parents may be realised from the fact that the Holy Qur’an 
at several points mentions the rignts of parents and the 
rights of God simultaneously at one place. Furthermore, 
the Holy Qdr’an has ordained the duty of offering thanks 
to the parents along with thanksgiving to the Lord. 

. iiu.i j »y n 

- J-V &■' 

V/u qada. rdbbuka an-lld la'baid ilia iyybha wa bil wdli- 
daini ihsdna ^ ^ ^ 

"Thy Lord hath dooreod that ye worship none sere 
Him and (that ye ehow) kindneea to parent,". 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (God be pleaaed with 
him) rotates "I anbmitted to the Boly Prophet (peace and 
bleaaing, of Allah be upon him) which deed will win the 
highest favour of God!” The Holy Prophet (peace and 
bleaeings of Allah be upon him) anawered : “The prayer 
which is offered at the appointed hour”. I submitted 
again . “Next to this which other deed will win the 
greatest favour of God 1” The Holy Prophet (peace aud 
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bleBBings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “Good conduct 
towards father and mother”. I again submitted : “And 
next to this ?” The Prophet of God (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : “Jihad (Fighting) in 
the way of Allah”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) reports : 
“One day a person went to the presence of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and submitted : 
“I give my hand into your hand and swear allegiance for 
performing Hijrat and Jihad and I beseech a reward from 
God in return for this”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired : “Is one of 
your parents alive?” He submitted: “Yes, praise be 
to God, both my father and mother are alive”. Thereupon 
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : “Well then do you really want to reeeive 
a reward from God for performing Hijrat and Jihad !” 
The man replied : “Yes, indeed, I beseeoh reward from 
God in return for these acts”. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Go then. 
Attend to your parents and serve them well”. (Muslim) 
Hadrat Abu Umama (God be pleased with him) relates : 
“A man enquired from the Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) : “O Prophet of God (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! What are the rights 
of parents over their offspring t” The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : 
“Your entry into Paradise or Hell depends on your good 
or bad oonduot towards your parents”. (/in Majah ) 

In other words, if you treat them well, you will be 
sent to Paradise and if you violate the rights that your 
parents have over you, you will be consigned to serve sb 
fuel for Hell-Fire”. 

Be grateful to your parents. Thanksgiving and an 
acknowledgement of debt and gratitude are the first duties 
which a benefloiary owes to the Benefactor. It is a fact 



that the parents are the palpable cause for our existence. 
Again, it is under their protection and upbringing that we 
grow up to an age of maturity. The extraordinary self- 
sacrifice, unparalleled devotion and deep affection with 
whioh they patronise us demand that our hearts should be 
filled with sontiments of reverence, indebtedness, love and 
an acknow legoment of their magnanimity and every fibre 
of our heart should pulsate with feelings of gratitude to 
them. It is for this reason that God has ordained offering 
of gratitude to parents along with thanksgiving to Him. 

. 1 j— ) J ^ 

Aniahkurli wali walidailca. 

“(We willed) that you should offer thanks to Me and 
remain grateful to your father and mother”. 

Always try to make your parents happy. Do not say 
anything in opposition to their will or temperament which 
may displease them, especially when they are advanced 
in ago they aoquire a peevish and irritable temperament. 
In old age the parents start making unexpected demands 
and begin preferring impossible claims. In this case also 
tolerate their behaviour in good cheer and do not say 
anything in anger in response to their demands which 
may cause them pain and may injure their feelings. 

• / « • - - i> ■ — — - -• * - * 

L*J J5J W U j>'W jl Uao*-I jJL Jl Ax* jA-rt W 

Jmma yablughanna ‘indakal Icibara ahadu-huma a u 
kilahuma fala taqullahuma uffin wa la tanharHuma. 

“If one or both of thy parents reach an advanced age 
with thee, say not ‘fie’ unto them nor rep’- 1 them”. 



A, a matter of fact, the strength to tolerate unpleasant 

a. zz B zr P tt in " 6M “ 

jeaot sensitively to even the minor" offeli feTattf 
v,e "' tt “ r d8lio “ e “ d ■—«*• 
det ? ° Ur parent “ ‘ a 8r*byaay of your words or 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Amr (God be pleased with him! 

relates that .be Holy Prophet (pe.ee .ad ble, slags If A Tl 
be upoa him affirmed : “The pleasure of f „ 
in the pleasure of the father ZT iin , 

eootaiaed in the displeasure of the father .' " ^ “ 

{Tirmidhi, lbn Hibban, Babin) 

- angry, the favour of God W U earned 

O makes his father angry provokes the wrath of Qod." 

Another statement of Hadrat ‘Abdullah ICn* k 
pleased with him) rnn. a, follow, : „ A b ” 

Chet7 ePi " g “f ^ to I"— of the Hot 

Prophet (pe.ee and blessing, of Allah be upon him) for th 
purpose of offering allegiance to the Prophet 1 
blessings of Allah b. upon him, f«~ KZ 

.^fLr4£t5 Z,T b6 “ P “ ^ 

Zzr * thM hwy - ^ r r: 

i Tv. (Abu Daumd) 

■ Ho service to your parents with heart and soul If God 
h« afforfed you the opportunity to serve you" parents “t 

I'° “ * 0PP8rtUnity f ” y-“ ^ earn “ titl ! 

ment to Paradise and to win the Pleasure of God Good 

zz: r nnu r ure * - •— - zt 

worlds and man obtains saltation from the calamities of 
L»,T:, r t: nd ** «"* A "“ <** b ° Ple.sed.with 
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“Any man who desires that his life Bhould be pro- 
longed and his subsistence may be increased ought to do 
good service to his parents and show kindness to them”. 

(Al’Targhib-o-Tarhib) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be» 
upon him) has observed : 

“Let that man be disgraced, and disgraced again and 
let him be disgraced even more”. The people enquired: 
“0 Prophet of God (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) who is that man!” The Prophet of God (peaoe and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “I refer to the 

man who finds his parents old in age both of them or 

one of them and yet did not earn entitlement to 

Paradise by rendering good service to them”. ( Muslim ) 

On one occasion, the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) gave precedence to the obligation of 
looking after one’s parents over one of the supreme forms 
of worship like Jihad. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade a companion (God 
be pleased with him) to prooeed on Jihad and urged him 
to look after his parents. 

Hadrat 'Abdullah ibn 'Amr (God be pleased with him) 
relates that a person came to the presence of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he upon him) with 
the intention of participating in the Jihad. The Holy 
Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
enquired from him : “Are your father and mother alive!” 

He submitted : “Yes, they are alive”. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) thereupon 
observed : "Go and render good servioe to them. This 

is the Jihad”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 

6. Respect and adore your parents and do not show dis- 
respect to them by a single word or action. The Holy 

Qur’an affirms : 
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jAr*i iji* • ily jj j 

Wa quUahwna qaulan karimS. ( 17 : 23) 

“But apeak to them a gracioua word”. 

On one occasion Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God 
be pleased with him) enquired from Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbae 
(God be pleased with him) : "Do you wish to ward off 
Hell and gain entry into Paradise ?” Ibn ‘Abbas (God be 
pleased with him) answered: “Yob, why not; I swear in 
the name of God I cherish this desire”. Hadrat Ibn ‘Umar 
(God be pleased with him) then asked : "Are your parents 
alive 1" Ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) replied : 
‘‘Yes, my mother is alive”. Ibn ‘Umar (God be pleased 
with him) remarked: “If you talk to them in a polite 
manner and look after their needs and feed them well, you 
will certainly be admitted to Paradise provided you abstain 
from capital evils”. {Al-Addb-ul Mufrad) 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) once 
saw two men. He asked one of them : “What is your 
relationship with the other man”? The person replied : 
“He is my father”. Hadrat Abu Huraira (GocL-be-pleased - ^ 
with him) thereupon advised him, "Look, never call him 
by his_ proper name, walk ahead of him nor sit before he 
takes hi b seat”. (Al-Adab~ul Mufrad) 

6. Be faithful and humble towards your parents. 

, • s , >( . „ r > > , 

. tUM £-Usj- 'jA liAly 

Wakhfid lahumd janahadh dhulli minor rakmah. 

“And lower unto them the wing of submission through 
mercy”. (17 ; 23) 

To offer humble obedienoe to parents implies to pay 
oonstant regard to their dignity. Do not assumo a haughty 
attitude towards them, nor treat them with insolence. 



7. Love your parents and consider this act as a privilege and 
a source of reward in the eternal world. Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas 
(God be pleased with him) relates that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 

“The pious offspring who casts a single look of affec- 
tion at his parents receives a reward from God equal to 
the reward of an accepted Hajj.” The people submitted : 
“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) : If someone casts a hundred such glances of love 
and affection at his parents, what then !" The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : “Yes, indeed, even if one does so a hundred 
time a day, he will get a hundred fold reward. God is 
far greater than you imagine and is completely free from 
petty narrow mindedness.” (JfusJtm) 

8. Obey your parents with full devotion. Even if they show 
some intransigence, obey their will cheerfully. Keeping 
in view the great favours which they have done to you, 
try to fulfil all their demands willingly whioh may . be 
offensive to your own taBte or temperament, provided, of 
course, they are not derogatory to the tenets of religion. 

Hadrat Aba Ss'id (God be pleased with him) narrates 
that a person came to the presence of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah ifi.upos him) from Yemen. 
The Prophet of God (peaoe and blessings of Allah he upon 
him) enquired from him : “Do you have any relations 
in Yemeni” He submitted : “Yes, my father and 
mother are there”. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) then asked : “Did they give 
you permission to leave 1” He snbmitted : “No, I did 
not take their permission”. The Prophet of God (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) thereupon observed : 
“Go back then and ask the permission of your father and 
mother. If they agree, oome back and join the Jihad, 
otherwise, attend on them and render good «ervice to 
them”. (A6« Dawud) 
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Realise the value of rendering obedienco to parent* 
from the fact that a man came from miles intendiug to 
join the Holy Prophet (peace aiid blessings of Allah be 
upon him) in Holy war for the glory of religion, yet the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
turned him back saying : "You can join the Holy War only 
if both your father and mother allow you to do so”. 

Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) reports 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : "The man who wakes up in the 
morning having previously discharged all the duties and 
obligations laid upon him by God concerning his parents, 
he will find the two gates of Paradise open for him on 
waking up in the morning ; and in oase there is only one 
parent, the person will find one door of Paradise open for 
him. And in oontrast if a man wakes up in the morning 
having previously disreg'-ded any obligations or duties laid 
upon him by God concerning his parents, Ihen he will find 
two gates of Hell open for him on waking up in the 
morning ; and in oase one of the parents is alive, then the 
man will find one gate of Hell open for him”. The man 
submitted : “0 Prophet of God (peace and blei sings of 
Allah be upon you), if the parents are treating him 
wrongly, what then?” The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmod : "Yes, even if 
they are treating him wrongly; yes, indeed, even if they are 
treating him wrongly”. (Mishkat) 

9. Consider your own goods as the property of your parents 
and spend your capital on them with an open hand. The 
Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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Tue’alunaka midha yunfiqina qul **o anfaqtvm min 
khairin falil walidaini. •' 

They ask thee, what they shall spend. Say what ye 
spend for good must go to parents”. 

On one occasion a man came to the presence of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
and complained that his father took whatever goods he 
. wanted from him. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) sent for that man’s father. An old . 
infirm man came walking with the help of a stick. When 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) interrogated him on the point, the old man submit 
ted : “O Prophet of God (peaoe and blessings of Allah be 
upon you)l There was a time when I was strong and 
ho was weak and helpless. I had money and he was empty- 
handed. I never forbade him then to lay his hands on 
’ anything that I possessed. Today, he is strong and 
healthy and I am old and infirm. He has money and I 
am empty-handed. He now denies me access to his goods » . 
Upon hearing this tale of the old man, the Benefactor of the 
humanity (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) burst 
into tears and addressing the son of the old man 
observed : “You and your goods are the property of your 
father”. 

10. Even if your father and mother are non-Muslims, treat 
them well. Continue to pay them respect and devotion 
and serve them faithfully. However, in case they command 
yon to become a polytheiat or indulge in a sinfnl act, 
refuse to obey them and sternly repulse their demand. 

yi o iii'Jj C a bjU 01 ,> iidai^ oi j 
. UJjJt J Uj U+M 

Wa in jahadaka ala antuthrika bimi laiaa laka bihi 
•ilmun fala tuti ‘huma wa sahibhuma fiddunya ma ‘riifa. 
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' “And if yonr (parents) pressurise you to associate 
some one with Me of which you have no knowledge, obey 
them not, yet continue to treat them well in the world.” 
Hadrat Asma’ (God be pleased with her) states : “In 
the sacred lifetime of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him), my mother visited me on one 
occasion. She was a polytheist at that time. I submitted 
to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) : “My mother has come to pay me a visit and she 
is an unbeliever in Islam. How should I treat her 1” The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessiDgs of Allah be upon him) 
observed : “Yes, you should continue to show kindness 
„ (Bukhari) 

to your mother . v 

11. Offer prayers begging grace for your parents, Bring to 
mind their fervent appeals to the Lord and beg His mercy 
for them with a zealous and sincere heart. God 
ordains : 

... • 8 y. - 
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Waqul rabbirhamhumd kamd rabbuya »I saghtra. 

“And say : My Lord ! Hare merry on them both 
as they did oare for me when I was little. ^ 

In other words, say : “O Creator. with mercy, 

devotion, affection and love my Lord they reared me in 
childhood and sacrificed their own pleasure and ease for 
my sake but, they, in their infirmity and helplessness of 
old age, are more deterring of kindness and love than 
I ever was. God 1 I can pay them no recompense. I >0 
patronise them and show them mercy in their miserable 
state” . 

12 Observe special oare in looking after your mother. By 
nature, the mother is weak and more sensitive and needs 
your better treatment and devotion. Moreover, her 
favours and sacrifices are comparatively far greater than 
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the father. Hence religion has conceded preferential rights 
to the mother and has enjoined upon the believers to treat 
their mothers with special consideration. The Holy Qur'an 
affirms : 
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Wa tvassainal insfina biwSlidaihi xhsdna. Hamalai-hu 
ummuhu kurhan wa uxuja' aihu kurhan wa hamluhu wa 
fisaluhu thaUthuna shahra. (4Q : 4$) 

"And We have commanded unto man kindness to- 
wards parents. His mother beareth him with suffering, 
bringeth him forth with suffering, bearing of him and 
weaning of him is thirty months”. 

While enjoining upon the believers to show good 
behaviour towards both father and mother, the Holy 
Qur’an has drawn a poignant pioture of oonstant suffering 
of pain and hardships by the mother and has excellently 
pointed out in a psychological manner the fact that the 
devoted mother deserves comparatively more of your 
service and kind behaviour than your father.- The same 
fact has been elucidated in greater detail by the Prophet 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
reports: ‘‘A man came to the presence of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings.of Allah be upon him) and submitted : 
"O Prophet of God (peaee and blessings of Allah be upon 
you’l Who deserves the noblest treatment from me ?” 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : ‘‘Your mother”. He again submitted : 
‘‘And next 1” The Holy Prophet (peaee and blessings of 
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Allah be upon him) observed : “Your mother”. When the 
man submitted for the fourth time : “And who next” ? 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : “Your father”. {Al-Adctbul Mufrad) 

Hadrat Jahma (God be pleased with him) paid a call 
on the Hely Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and submitted : “O Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon you) ! I wish to join you in 
the Jihad and have come to solicit your guidance in this 
matter. I seek your command”. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and bleB sings of Allah be upon him) enquired from him - 
“Is your mother alive?” Jabma (God be pleased with him) 
submitted : “Yes, Bhe is alive,”. Thereupon the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he upon him), said 
“Return to her then and devote yourself to her service, for 
Paradise lies under her feet”. (Ibn Majah, Nata’i) 

Hadrat Awais (may God show him mercy) was a con- 
temporary of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), but be could never attain the pri- 
vilege of calling on the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). He had an old mother to whose 
service he devoted himself day and night. He cherished 
a great desire to see the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) and it waB but natural for every 
Muslim to have a burning desire to oatoh a glimpse 
of the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). Hadrat Awais (God be merciful to him) 
indeed wanted to pay a call, yet the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade him to come. 
Similarly, Hadrat Awais (mercy of God be on him) 
cherished an ambition to discharge the obligation of Hajj, 
yet as long as his mother remained alive, Hadrat Awais 
(God be merciful to him) never set out for the Hajj alone. 
He fulfilled the desire to perform Hajj only after his 
mother’s demise. 

13. Treat your foBter mother well. Do service to her and 
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show her respect and adoration. Had rat Abn Tufail (God 
be pleased wafch him) states : ‘"I once witnessed the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessingB of Allah be upon him) 
distributing meat at a place called 'Ja'rana'. Presently, 
a lady arrived and approached near the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The Prophet 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) spread 
out his sheet for her and the lady Bat on it. I enquired 
from the people, “Who is this lady?” The people told me : 
“This lady is the foster mother of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). (Abu Dawiid) 

14. Remember 5 your parents after they have passed away. 
Observe the following etiquettes to render good service to 
your deceased parents : 

1. Offer prayers continuously invoking mercy of God 

upon your dead father and mother. 

The Holy Qur’an enjoins upon the pious to say this 
prayer : 

Rabbanaghfirli ualtwalidayya wa lil mo’minina yauma 
yaqumul kisab. 

0 our Lord ! Grant forgiveness to me and my parents 
and pardon all the faithful on the day of Reckoning. 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) states: 
■‘When the deceased is elevated to high degrees of favour, 
he enquires in astonishment : “How bo?” He is informed 
by God, “Your offsprings have been offering prayers 
begging mercy for you (and God has accepted those 
petitions of mercy)”. 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) also 
states : 

“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : The opportunity to do something 
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Mid. with one's death. yet there ere three thing, which 
continue to afford benefit to him efter death-. recurring 
cheritebl. not j knowledge which he has imparted to other, 
from which people derive benefit and thirdly, pion. offer- 
ing, who oontinne to offer prayer, invoking mercy of God 

upon him. 

2. Fulfil all the contracts and promises made by your 
parents and carry out their will. Your parents must have 
made many agreements with some people, they mig 
made a covenant with God ; they might ave a e 
row i they might have promised to deliver good. « « ■“» 
one ; tfiy might hare owed a debt to somebody but were 

enable to discharge it before death overtook them .they 

might have made a will at the time of their death. 
Fulfil all these obligations to the extent of your means. 

Hadrat -Abdullah b. - Abba. (God be pleased with him) 
narrate.: -Hadrat Sa'd b. -Ubad. (God bepleaa.d with 
him) anbmitted to the Holy Prophet (P»“; “ d 
ot Allah be upon him), “O Prophet of 
hieing, of Allah be .pen yon) 1 My mother betaken 
a vow, but ehe expired before discharging 
ont the vow on her behalf 1" The Holy Prophet (peace 
and hieing, of Allah be npon him) affirmed : “Why not 
Yon mn.t carry ont the vow taken by her”. 

3 Show good eondnet to the friends of yonr father aod the 
female companion, of yon. mother. Treat them with 
raepeet. Seek their advice jn.t a. yon seek the adv.ee of 
yonr elder, and pay dne regard to their opinion, and advice 
On one occasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and blcing. of 
Allah be npon him) ob.arved : "There i. no .npenor deed 
of piety than that man .hould do good service to the 
companion, mid friend, of hi. father”. 

Once Hhdrat Abu D.ida (God be plea.ed with him) 
fell ill and hie condition continued to aggravate till they 
lo«t all hopee of hi. life. Hid rat Yusuf b. 'Abdullah (God 
he pleased with him) mode a long journey and came to 
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enquire after his health. On seeing him, Hadrat Abu 
Darda asked in astonishment: “How are you . here?” 
Yusuf b. ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) replied : 
“I have come here only to enquire after your health, for 
you were on terms of deep friendship with my late father”. 

Hadrat Abu Barda (God be pleased with him) relates : 
“When I arrived in Medinah, ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God 
be pleased with him) paid me a visit and said : “Abu 
Barda (God be pleased with you), do you know why I 
have come to see you?” I replied : “No. I have no idea 
why you have come here.” Thereupon Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. 
'Umar (God be pleased with him) said : “I have heard 
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) as affirming : “The man who wishes to render good 
service to his father, who is in the grave, ought to show 
good treatment to his father’s companions and friends.” 
Having related this saying of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar 
(God be pleased with him) remarked : “Brother, my 
father ‘Umar and yonr father (God be pleased with him) 
were on terms of deep friendship. I wish to commemorate 
this friendship and fulfil its duties.” (Ibn Hibban) 

4. Show constant good treatment to the relations of your 
parents %nd entertain full respect and pay due regard to 
the sanctity of these connexions. An indifferent and 
irresponsible oonduot towards these relations is tantamount 
to treating your own parents with indifferenoe and 
negligence. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “Do not observe indiffer- 
ence towards your ■ forefathers. To show carelessness in 
your conduct towards your parents is to display ingrati- 
tude to God.” 

15. If, God forbid, you have been guilty of negligence in treat- 
ing your parents well or discharging your full obligations 
towards them during their lifetime, do not despair of 
God’B mercy. Offer prayers constantly invoking blessings 
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of God upon your deceased parents. It is possible God 
may forgive your sin of negligence and admit you among 

the ranks of the pious people. 

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) relates : The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed : ’ 

“If a person does not observe* filial devotion to his 
parents during their lifetime, and both parents or one of 
them passes away, the person ought to offer prayers for 
his deceased parents and beg His Mercy and beeeeoh Him 
to grant salvation to them till God in His Mercy ordains 
their admission to the rolls of the pious people". 



Etiquettes of 
Married Life 


The sublime culture sad civilization which Islam 
envisages oan only come into existence when we suooeed 
in building up the structure of a righteous society. And 
a stable and well-organized family system is a prerequisite 
for the birth of a righteous society. Family life begins with 
the sacred matrimonial connexion between husband and wife 
and the development of this connexion into a permanently 
happy and pleasant matrimonial life chiefly depends on the 
full awareness of the etiquettes and duties of marital life 
in both husband and wife and their zeal, sincerity and 
devotion to observe those etiquettes and discharge obliga- 
tions of married life. Let us in the first place deal with 
those etiquettes and obligations which ooncem the husband 
and then we shall proceed to disouss the etiquettes and 
duties to be observed by the wife. 

1. Treat your wife well in life. Discharge your obligations 
towards her with a liberal heart and adopt a favourable and 
self-aaorificing attitude in every matter oonoeming your 
wife. God ordains : 

• t ft > « . 
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Wa itkiruhunna bilma’rufi. 

“And live with them in a good manner". 

In a sermon to a mammoth congregation on the eve 
of Haj ja-tul-Widah (Last Hajj) of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) , the Holy Prophet (peace 
206 
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•nd blessings of Allah be upon him) enjoined upon the 
Mualima : 

“0 people ! Listen ! Behave well towards women for 
they are like captives with you. You have no right to 
give them harsh treatment save in the case when they show 
open disobedience. If they are guilty of disobedience, keep 
away from them in the bed room. In case you punish them, 
take care not to cause them severe injury. When they come 
round and obey your will, do not find pretexts to harass 
them. Listen carefully ! you have some rights over your 
wives and your wives have some rights over you. They 
owe an obligation to you not to let your beds be trampled 
by anyone whom you dislike and not let anyone trespass 
into your house whose visit you do not like. And 
listen, you owe a duty to them to feed them well and provide 
good clothing to them”. (Riyad-ua-Salihin) 

In other words, make such provisions for their feeding 
and clothing as are befitting to a marital relationship of 
unique intimaoy, union of hearts and a spirit of companion- 
ship. 

2. Entertain a good opinion about your wife as far as possible 
and adopt an attitude of politeness, toleration and magna- 
nimity for the sake of amicable living with her. If she 
lacks beauty of face or person or is deficient in good 
manners, morality, good sense or skill in household affairs, 
bear these faults with patienoo. Look to her virtues and 
maintain a harmonious relationship by means of 
generosity, liberality of mind and self-saorifice. God 
ordains : 

ut - 
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Waa-sulhu khair. 

“And amity contains goodness.” 

And the believerB are enjoined upon as follows : 
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Fa-in-karihtumiihunna fa-‘asa antalcrahu shai'an wayaj 
alallahu fihi khairan kathlra. (4 • 

“For if ye hate them it may happen that ye hate a 
thing wherein Allah hath placed much good”. 

The same subject has been elucidated by the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in the 
following Tradition : 

“No believer should hate his pious wife. If he dis- 
likes one habit of his wife, it is possible he may like her 
for some other aspects of her character”. 

As a matter of fact each woman has some weakness of 
one sort or another and if the husband turns against 
her on account of her bearing a oertain deficiency and 
conceives a hatred for her, a pleasant home life becomes 
impossible for the couple. Commonsense diotates that man 
should adopt a liberal attitude and reposing his trust in 
God should endeavour to live amicably with his wife. It 
is possible that God may vouchsafe to that man. merely for 
the sake of this woman, such bounties which his limited 
mind cannot comprehend. For instance, this woman may 
possess excellent virtues of religion, faith, character and 
morality in reward for which God may shower blessings 
upon her own family or may be a pious soul is born of 
this woman who may prove beneficial for the whole man- 
kind and may serve as a Sadaqa Jariah (Contining Charity) 
in favour of the father till the end of his life, or perhaps 
the woman may serve as a means of reforming the character 
of her man and thuB may help him to gain proximity to 
Paradise or it may be that God may bless this man with 
large subsistence and prosperity because such a blessing 
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of prosperity was destined for his wife. At any rate, do 
not ruin your married life impetuously on the grounds of 
an apparent defect in the woman. On the other hand, be 
wise and try to promote gradually an atmosphere of happi- 
ness and concord in the home. 

3. Adopt an attitude of forgiveness and kindness. Forget 
all the faults of omission, stupid actions and disobedient 
attitude of your wife. The woman is deficient and weak 
in wisdom and commonsense and bears an extremely 
passionate temperament. Hence try to bring her round 
with patience, calmness, kindness, affection and devotion 
Try to get along with her with .patience and restraint' 
God ordains : 


pS’i'yj } (IsSrljjl ;>l lji.1 jjOJI l^tj 
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Yd-ayyuhalladhina dmanu inna min azwdjikum wa 
auladikum aduunvan lakum faMharuhum wa-in ta'fu 
watasfahii wa taghfiru fa-innallaha ghaftirurrahim. 

( Attaghabun ; 14) 

“0 ye who believe 1 verily, among your wives and your 
children, there are enemies for you, therefore beware of 
them. And if ye efface and overlook and forgive, then 
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed : 

‘Be good to women. The woman has been created out 
of the rib and the uppermost part of the rib ends in a 
curve ; so if you try to straighten out the ourve, it will 



break, yet if you leave it alone, the curve will remain. 
Hence, be good to women”. (Bukhari, Muslim ) 

4. Treat your wife politely and show love and affection to 
her. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

“The believers who possess perfect faith are those who 
display the best manners, and the best among you are 
those who treat their wives in the best possible manner”. 

(Tirmidhi). 

Politenoss and tenderness of behaviour can best be 
judged in the home. People are constantly living amidst 
their family members and the real temper and moral con 
duet of man is completely revealed in the free and uninhibit- 
ed atmosphere of the home. It is a fact that only such 
believers possess perfect faith who display civility, kind- 
ness and affectionate behaviour towards their family 
members and who support, sympathise, love and adore 
inmates of their household. 

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) reports : “I 
used to play with doIlB along with my playmates in the 
house of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). On the arrival of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) all of them used tc 
hide themselves in the nooks and corners of the house. The 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to search out eaeh one of them and send them to join 
me in the play”. (Bukhari, Muslim) 

Once on the occasion of Hajj, the camel of Hadrat 
Safiya (God be pleased with her) sat down on the ground 
and she was therefore left behind while the entire caravan 
passed on.. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) .came to her and found her weeping without 
restraint. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) stood there wiping off her tears with the edge 
of a sheet with his own holy hands. While the Prophet 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) wiped 
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off tears from her eyes, she (God be pleased with her) 
continued to weep unrestrainedly for a long time”. 

5. Make liberal provisions for all the needs of your wife and 
do not stint in expenses. Feel a sense of pleasure and 
comfort in spending your lawful earnings on members of 
your family. You owe an obligation to your wife to 
provide her with food and clothing and to struggle 

energetically, in order to earn enough money to discharge 

this obligation, is the most pleasant duty of a husband. 
The performance of this duty with an open and oheerful 
heart earns for the believer the reward of a happy marital 
life in this world and a favourable reoompense and bounty 
in the world to come. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed : 

“You spend a dinar in the way of God ; you spend 
another dinar to ransom a slave ; you give away one dinar 
as alms to a beggar ; and there is one dinar which you 
spend on your family. Among all these, the dinar that 
will earn the best reward and blessings of God is the one 
which you have spent on you family”. ( Muslim ) 

6. Teach your wife the rules and manners enjoined by religion 
Let her observe Islamic morality and make her life grace- 
ful. Make every possible effort to train and mould her 
according to the Islamic pattern of life so that she may 
prove to be a good wife, good mother and a pious devotee 
of God and may discharge her duties as a wife efficiently 
and faithfully, God affirms ; 
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Y a-ayyuhalladhln manu qii anfunakum wa ahllkum nara. 

“O ye who believe! Save yourselves and your family 
from the Fire of Hell”. 

As the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) devoted himself to preaching and teaching the laws 
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of religion outside the home, likewise he continued to per- 
form the same function inside his home. Making an 
illusion to this fact, the Holy Qur’an addresses the wives 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him ) in these words : 

“And remember the verses of God and the matters 
of wisdom that are conveyed to you in your house”. 

The Qur’an has advised the believers through the 
ministry of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) : 

. 1^. ■ ■ -1.P £1)aI ^ j 

Wa'mur ahlaka bissalati wastabir ‘alaiha. 

“And urge upon the inmates of your house to observe 
prayers and fully abide by this obligation yourself 
too”. 

The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirms : 

“When a man wakes up his wife during the night 
and they offer two Rak’ahs of Prayers together, God 
ordains that the man's name should be included in the 
rolls of the male rememberers of God and the woman's name 
in the register of those females who offer praises to God 
and remember Him.” (Abu Dawud) 

The second Caliph Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with 
him) used to stand all night offering devotions to God. 
Near the hour of dawn lie used to wake his wife saying : 
“Rise, get up and say prayers”, and later he (God be 
pleased with him) used to recite this verse also : 

. e j-LaJ b j 

Wa'mur ahlak b is- salat t wastabir a laiha. 



213 


“And urge upon the inmates of ycur house to observe 
prayers and fully abide by this obligation yourself 

7. If you possess several wives, show equal treatment to all of 
them. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to observe great care in dispensing equal 
treatment to his wives. On the eve of setting out for a 
journey the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah bo 
upon him) used to draw lots and took with him the wife 
whose name was decided by the toss. Hadrat Abu Huraira 
(God he pleased with him) states that the Holy Prophot 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 

. “If a man has two wives, but does not treat them with 
equality and even-handed justice, lie shall he resurrected 
on the Day af Judgement in such a condition that half of 
l»l» body is paralysed”. (Tirmidhi) 

‘Justice’ and ‘equality’ imply to treat them equally in 
all matters and show the same kind of behaviour to each 
wife. As regards the fact that a man may be specially 
attracted towards one wife or may be drawn to her or 
cherish deeper feelings of love for her, God will award no 
punishment to the man for it. 

8. Obey your husband with a willing heart and feel pleasure 
and satisfaction in being faithful to him. This is what 
God commands a wife to do and the believing woman who 
acts according to the will of God wins His Favour. The 
Holy Qur’an affirms : 

. > 1 * 


Fas Acilihiitv qdnitutun , 

“The pious wives are those who show obedience to 
their husbands”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 
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"No woman should keep fast without the 
her husband”. 


permission of 
(Abu Dawud) 


Stressing the in.port.nce of rendering obedience 
devotion to her husband , the Holy Prophet (peace 
blessing, of Allah he upon him) ha. warned 
woman : 


and 

and 

the 


There are two types of persons whose prayers do not 

rise above their heads— the prayer of a slave who deserfs 

his master until he returns to his service and the prayer 
of a woman who shows disobedience to her husband until 
she recants from this behaviour”. 


\su-j argnto-o-Al-'j 


'• Prate «‘.vonr honour and chastity. Keep away from all 
matters or activities which contain a possible threat to 
violate your honour or chastity. This is what God comm- 
on s and it is also an essential prerequisite for making your 
marital life happy and pleasant. No amount of devotion 
and obedience of the wife can win the heart ofjier husb.nd 
■f the seed, of suspicion .bout her infidelity are once sow, 
”'° d E '' < ' n an ordinary act of carelessness on the 

’ ’’ P ‘ r ‘ F r0 “P t 'be devil to fill the heart of her 
husband With indelible debt, and suspicions. Hence 
keeping view this human weakness, exercise utmost 
vigilance in such matters. 


The Prophet of God 
upon him) has affirmed : 


(peace and blessings of Allah be 


If the woman offers prayers five times a day, protects 
her honour and chastity, remains faithful to her husband 
she may enter Paradise by whichever gate she likes”. 

(■ Al-Targh ib -o-A l-Tarhib) 
10. Do not go out of the house without leave or permission of 

your husband. Do not call at homes of which your husband 
isapproves, nor admit anyone into your house whom your 
htitband dislikes. 
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Hodrat Mu'adh ibn Jabal (God be pleased with him) 
narrates that the Prophet of God (peace and blessinga of 
Allah be upon him) observed: 

“It is not lawful for a woman who believeB in God to 
admit a man into her house whose visit is disapproved by 
her husband or that she should go out of the house against 
her husband's will or she should obey the will of someone 
else in opposition to her husband’s wishes . 

(Al-Targhib-o-Al-Tarhib) 

In other words, obey the wishes of your husband, even 
watch and be mindful of the slightest indications of 
his approval or disapproval. Do not follow the counsels of 
others which are in opposition to the will of your husband. 

11, It should be your permanent concern to make your 
huBband happy by your words, actions, behaviour and 
manners. This is not only the real secret of a successful 
marriage, but a means to win the favour of God and admit- 
tance into Paradise. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed : 

“The woman who dies in such a state that her husband 
was entirely satisfied and in concord with her, will certain- 
ly enter Paradise". (Tirmidhi) 

Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : 

“When a man calls his wife to fulfil the sexual urge 
and she declines and for this reason the husband remains 
angry with her all night, the angels send curses upon such 
a wife till dawn.” ' ( Bukhari , Muslim ) 

12. Love your husband and value his companionship. He is 
the adornment of your life, your life’s support and a great 
companion and helper in the course of your life. Give 
thanks to God for this great Bounty and value this Bounty 
too with all your heart and soul. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed on 
one oeoasion : 
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“For the two who love one another there is no better 
thittg than the ‘Nikah’ (matrimonial tie)”. 

Hadrat Safiyya (God be pleased with her) cherished 
deep love for the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). When illness overcame the Holy 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 
Hadrat Safiyya (God be pleased with her) spoke with 
genuine concern : “Would God that I had fallen ill 
instead of yon, O Holy Prophet of God (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon you) !" At this expression of deep 
love by Hadrat Safiyya (God be pleased with her), the other 
wjves of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) looked towards her in astonishment. Thereupon 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 

“She is not merely making a show of her affection ; 
she is expressing her genuine love”. 

13. Acknowledge the debt of gratitude you owe to your 
husband and remain grateful to him. Your greatest 
benefactor is your husband who is always concerned with 
making you happy, providing for your needs and feels 
satisfied when he has made all provisions for your comfort. 

Hadrat Asma’ (God he pleased with her) narrates the 
Tradition : I was once with my neighbour friends when 
the Holy Prophet (peace aud blessings of Allah be upon 
him) passed near me. He (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said ‘Salam' (peace be on you) to us and observ- 
ed : “Avoid being ungrateful to those whom you owe a 
debt of gratitude. One of you, for instance, lives with her 
parents in an unmarried state for a long period. Then God 
confers upon her a husband. Subsequently, God grants 
her offspring. Yet in spite of all these favours when she 
feels enraged with her husband on some matter, she utters, 
‘Never have I received anything good from you”. 

(Al-Adab ul Mufrad) 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) in a warning statement to an ungrateful and 
unthanking wife observed : 

“On the Day of Judgement, God will not even look at 
a woman who is ungrateful to her husband, despite the 
fact that a wife can never get along without her husband . 

(Nasa’i) 

14. Peel happy in doing service to your husband and afford 
maximum comfort to him at the expense of your own in 
convenience. Devote yourself to his welfare in all matters 
and by means of this sincere service capture the deep 
affections of his heart. Hadrat 'X’ieha (God he pleased 
with her) used to wash the clothes of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) with her own 
hands, annointed his sacred head with oil, combed his hair, 
and rubbed perfume on his holy person (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). The other contemporary pious 
ladies (God be pleased with them) served their husbands 
in the same manner. 

On one ocowion, the Holy Prophet pence and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) observed : 

“It is unlawful for a human being to prostrate before 
another human. If it had been permissible, the wife 
would have been ordained by God to offer prostration to 
her husband. The husband has the supreme right over 
his wife, and Buch is the optimum degree of this right that 
in case a husband’s whole body is covered with wounds and 
the wife licks them all with her tongue, the obligation she 
oweB to her husband is even then not discharged in full 
measure”. (Musnad Ahmad) 

15. Safeguard the home, property and goods of your husband. 
After marriage consider the husband’s home as your own 
and spend the wealth of your husband wisely and economi- 
cally on the adornment of your home, on the enhancement 
of the prestige of your husband and on securing a better 
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future for your children. Consider the advancement and 
prosperity of your husband as your own personal achieve- 
ments. Praising the virtues of the women of the tribe 
of Quraish, the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : 

“How excellent are the women of the tribe of Quraish/ 
They are most affectionate towards children and most 
efficient guardians of their husband’s homes’’. ( Bukhari ) 

Describing the virtues of a pious wife, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : 

“Next to the fear of God the most useful and the 
bountiful reward for a believer is a pious wife. When he 
asks her to do something, she does it oheerfully. When 
he looks at her, she pleaseB him to the core of his heart 
When he swears upon her trust, she fulfils 
his oath. When he goes away, she protects 
her honour and chastity in his absence and finally in super- 
intendence of her husband's goods and property she 
remains truly faithful and devoted to his interest.” 

( Ibn Majah) 

16. Observe cleanliness, manage your household affairs wisely 
and look after the decoration and furnishing of your 
homes. Keep your house clean. Arrange everything tidily 
and use things with proper care and skill. A dean and 
tidy home, neatly furnished rooms, good management 
of household affairs and home eoonomy and a 
beautifully dressed and adorned wife wearing a pleasant 

smile on her lips all this oharges the home atmosphere 

with currents of deep love and affection and the marital 
life is enriched with happiness and blessings. This is the 
only way for a wife to gain her personal salvation and to 
win the favour of God. 

On one occasion during a meeting Hadrat ‘A’iaha saw 
that the wife of ‘Uthman b. Maz‘fin (God be pleased 



with both of them) was dressed in plain clothes and wore 
no adornments. Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) 
was taken aback and enquired : 

“My good lady! Has your husband ‘Uthman gone 
out on a journey?” f 

You can judge from the exclamation of Hadrat 
‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) what a propitious act it 
is for a married woman to adorn and beautify hersef for 
her husband. 

Onoe a Muslim lady of Medina (God be pleased 
with her) presented herself before the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). She was at that time 
wearing gold bangles. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) expressed his disapproval 
of her wearing the gold bangles. The lady submitted : 

“0 Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
npon you)! If a woman does not adorn herself and make 
her person attractive for her husband, she would soon lose 
her value for him. (JVoso’t) 



Etiquettes of 
Bringing up 
The Children 


1. Consider your children as a bounty of God. Celebrate the 
birth of a child with joy and exchange messages of congra- 
tulation on such Occasions. Welcome the birth of children 
with prayers for grace and blessingB of God. Offer thanks 
to the Lord that He has conferred upon you the favour of 
rearing one of His creatures and that He has afforded you 
the opportunity of leaving behind an heir to represent 
you in spiritual as well as mundane life. 

2. If you are childless, pray to God for favour of granting 
you pious offspring in the same manner as the venerable 
Prophet of God Hadrat Zakaria (peace be upon him) had 
prayed to God for the grant of pious offspring. 


, * Lp jj i *—/ ji liiiuJ y* 

*r A O' JT» 

Rabbi habli min ladunka dhurriyyatan tayyibatan innalca 
saml‘-ud-du'a. ( 3 : 38) 

Lord! Bestow upon me by Thy bounty goodly offspring. 
Lo ! Thou art the Hearer of prayer”. 

3. Do not feel downcast on the birth of a child. Strictly 
guard against feeling remorse or considering the birth of a 
child as a burden on account of financial hardship, ill- 
health or for any other reason. 


22Q 
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4. Do not procure an abortion . Abortion or killing a child after 
birth are both acts of heinous barbarity, gruesome cruelty 
and extreme cowardice and entail ruination in this world 
and hereinafter God affirms : 

. JJl Jj 

Qad khasi-ralladhina qatalu auladahum aafahan bighair- 
i.-ilm. (6 : 140 ) 

“Those who kill their children out of their foolishness 
are the greatest losers’*. 

In an impressive condemnation of human short- 
sightedness, God has clearly forbidden the genocide of 
children : 

Walalaqtulii auladakum khaahyala imldq nahnu 
narzuquhum wa iyydkum inna qatlahum Icana khita'n 
kablra. (17 : 31) 

“Slay not your children fearing poverty. We 
shall provide for them and for you. Lo ! the slaying of 
them is great sin’’. 

“On one occasion a companion (God be pleasod with 
him) enquired from the Holy Prophet (peabe and blessings 
of Allah be upon him), “O Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon you) 1 Which is the greatest 
sin”? The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : “Polytheism”. The companion 
(God be pleased with him) again asked : “And what 
next” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “Disobedience to parents”. 
The companion (God be pleased with him) enquired tho 
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third time : “And which siu is the greatest next to it?” 
In answer to this, the Holy Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “To kill your 
children fearing that they will share your sustenance.” 

5. At the time of delivery, recite Ayat-ul-Kursi and the 
following two verses of Surah Al-A‘raf near the pregnant 
woman. Recite also Surah ‘Al-Falaq’ and Surah ‘An-Nas’ 
repeatedly and after eaoh recitation blow your breath over 
the woman awaiting delivery : 

^ j-j Slj ^ j-iJ 1 j* Vl 4-J1 N 4Jl1 

Oj«JI L* 

-* - -- • • •- -• - - • e 

,,s S . • 

■ mJ-j Vj 

|Y « e • ^'l 

Allahu Id-ilaha iUahU'Wal-hayyul qayyum idta’khudhuhd 
sinatun tea lanaum lahu ma fiesamdwdti tea md fit ard 
man dhalladhl yaehfa'u indahu, ilia bi-idhnihl y'alamu 
ma bains aidihim tea ma Ichalfahum wa la yuhltuna bi- 
ahai-im-min ' ilmihl ilia bima tha’a wasi'a kursiyyu-hw- 
eamdwati teal arda wa Id yauduhii hifzuhwnd xea huival- 
‘aliyyul 'atlrn. (2:255) 

Allah ! There is no God save Him, the Alive, the 
Eternal. Neither slumber nor sleep overtaketh Him, 
unto Him beiongeth whatsoever is in the heavens and what- 
soever is in the earth. Who is that intercedeth with Him 
save by His leave ? He knoweth that which is in front 




of them and that which is behind them while they 
enoompass nothing of His knowledge save that what He 
wills. His throne inoludeth the heavens and the earth and 
He is never weary of preserving them. He is the Sublime, 
the Tremendous”. 

The two verses of Surah A'raf are as under : 

S ■ , •,>, It C O.I S >, » * S + 9 
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/nna rabbaku-mulla-hulladhi khalaqas-sam&waii wal- 
arda fl titUUi-ayydmin thvmmaatawi ‘alal 'artHi 
yughshillail-annahira yatlubuhu hathilhan wash- 
ahamsa walqamara wannu-juma muaakharatin bi-amrih. 

Ala lahulkhalqu wal-amru. Tabarakallahu rabbul 
• alamln . Ud'au rabbakum tadarru'an wa khufyah 
innahU la yahibbul mu'tadln. (7 : 54-55). 

“Lo 1 your Lord is Allah Who created the heavens and 
the earth in six days, and then sat upon the throne of his 
Kingdom. Who makes^the night cover the day which is in 
haste to follow it and has made the sun and the moon and 
the stars subservient by His Command. His verily is all 
creation and commandment. Blessed be Allah the Lord of 
the worlds i (O mankind) Call upon your Lord humbly and 
in secret. Lo 1 He loveth not aggressors”. 
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6 After birth, bath® the infant and say adhan in its right 
‘ and qamat in its left ear. On the birth of Hadrat 
Husain (God be pleased with him), the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had said adhan 
and Jqamat in his ears”. (Tabrani ) * 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaji be 
upon him) is also reported to have affirmed : “Whenever 

someone begets a child and says Adhan in its right and 
Iqamal in its left ear, the child is immunised against the 
affliotion of Umm-ul-Sibiyan^ by this act”. (Abu Ya'la) 
There is great wisdom in conveying the names of God 
and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) to the ears of a new-born infant . 

“In his work entitled 'Tuhfa-tul-Wadud', ‘Allama Ibn 
Qayyim observes : The significance of this act is that the 
proclamation of the Greatness and Glory of God should be 
the first to reaoh the ears of a human being”. And the 
affirmation of belief which he will render in fuU conscious- 
ness later in order to enter the fold of Islam should be 
conveyed to him in the very first day of his life as a man 
is prompted to recite Kalimah Tauhid (Affirmation of 
belief in One God) at the time of his death. Another 
advantage of saying the Adhan and Iqamal in the ears of 
the child is that the devil, who lies in ambush planning to 
entrap the human being in trials, flees on hearing the 
sound of Adhan and before the devil can draw the soul of 
the child towards himself, the child is called towards Islam 
and worship of God”. 

7 After the Adhan and fjdmal get » <■»*» e>>ewed b ? »“ 
pious man or woman and paste its pulp on the palate of 
the infant and ask that man or woman to offer a prayer 
invoking graoB and blessings of God upon the ohild. 
Hadrat Asma (God be pleased with her) report* : When 

■Abdullah ibn Zubair (God be pleased with him) was born I 


~UmmM -SVKys" refer, to Epilepey whM. develop, in ehiltan do. 

to polluted air. The children faint under the effect of this ailment. 
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put him in the lap of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) asked for a date, 
chewed it and applied his sacred saliva inside the mouth 
and pasted the chewed pulp of date on, the palate of 
•Abdullah ibn Zubair (God be pleased with him). After- 
wards, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) offered a prayer invoking grace and blessings of 
God upon the child”. 

Hodrat ‘X’isha (God be pleased with her) states : 
“Infants were brought to the presence of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used 
to Tehnik 1 and pray for the favour and blessings of God 
upon them”. (Muslim) 

When Hadrat Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (may God be 
merciful to him) was blessed with a child, he asked for 
Meccan date whioh was available in the home and requested 
a pious lady Umm ‘Ali (may God show her mercy) to 
perform the Tehnik. 

8. Give your child a fine name, preferably a name resembling 
that of the Prophets (peace be upon them) or put a prefix 
‘Abd with some attribute of God, just as ‘Abd-Allah or 
‘Abd-Rahman, to make up a name for your ohild. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : “On the Day of Judgement, you 
shall be called by your names. So prescribe fine names for 
yourselves”. (Abu Dawud) 

Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “Among all your names 
•Abdullah and, ‘Abdul Rahman are the most favourite of 
God”. In addition; the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) affirmed • “Prescribe those names 


J. ‘Tehnik’ means to chew the date into a soft pulp and apply this pulp 
on the palate of the infant. 



226 


which resemble the names of the Prophets (peace be upon, 
them)*’. * 

It is recorded in Bukhari that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) also observed : 
“Name your children after my name, but do not give them 
my ' Kuniyyat" . 

9. If you have prescribed a wrong name due to ignorance, 
change it and prescribe some good name. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to alter 
wrong names. The name of one of Hadrat ‘Umar’s (God 
be pleased with him) daughter was ‘Asiya. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
changed it and named her Jamila (God be pleased with 
her). . (Muslim) 

The original name of Hadrat Zainab (God be pleased 
with her) the daughter of Abu Salama (God be pleased with 
him) was ‘Barrah’, which means ‘the pious one’. On 
hearing this name, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah bo upon him) observed : “Do you make a self- 
proclamation of piety?” The people submitted, “What 
other name shall we prescribe then?” The Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Name her 
Zainab”. ( Abu Daurud) 

10. Perform the 'Aqiqa ceremony on the seventh day of the 
birth of a ohild. Sacrifice two lambs for a boy and one if 
the baby is a girl. However, it is not obligatory to 
slaughter two lambs for a boy. You may sacrifioe one animal 
also. Get the hair of the head of the baby shaved off and 
give away in charity gold or silver equal in weight to 
these hair. The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has observed : 

“Prescribe a name for the child on the seventh day 
after birth and perform ‘ Aqiqa * ceremony after getting 
the baby’s head shaved off”. - (PirmidAi) 

1. See the prayer to be offered at the time of 'Aqiqa on p. 452. 
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11. Get the male child circumcised on the seventh day after 
birth. However, if for some reason the operation is put 
off, it is obligatory to get the circumcision performed 
befor the male ehild reaches the age of seven. Circumcision 
is part of Islamic faith. 

12. When the child learns to speak, teach him first of all to 
recite : 4J1 'ill all V, La Uaha illallahu. (There is no god 
but Allah). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has observed : 

“When your offspring starts speaking, teach him to 
recite’: *LH all V’ La Uaha illallahu. (There is no god 

but Allah) and never fear about his end. When the milk 
teeth are uprooted, order your ohild to observe prayers”. 

The Tradition also records that whenever a child in the 
household of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) began to speak, the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to teach him the 
seoond verse of Surah al-Furqan in whioh the oonoept of 
the belief in One God haB been beautifully expressed in a 
conoise form. 


'Jj j jj j u+jyh dli* <J 
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Alladhi lahu mulkussamawati walardi wa lam yattakhidh 
waladan wa lam yakun lahu sharlkun fil mulki wa 
khalaqa kulla shaiin faqaddarahu taqdirH . 

“He unto Whom belongeth the sovereignty of tho 
heavens and the earth. He hath chosen no son nor hath 
He any partner in the sovereignty. He hath created 
everything and hath meted out for it a role”* 



13. Feed the child on your breast-milk. The mother owes this 
obligation to the child. The Holy Qur’an has made repeated 
references to this favour of the mother to her child and has 
enjoined the pious to treat their mothers with extraordinary 
devotion in return for their favour. It is the duty of the 
mother to inculcate in the soul of the child belief in One 
God, devotion to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) and love of religion along with the drops of 
her milk which she feeds to the child. She should make 
sure that the heart and soul of her child completely 
assimilates the spirit of religion. Do not ease your burden 
by transferring the duty of rearing the child to a nurse. 
Perform this pleasant obligation of 4 * religion yourself and 
enjoy spiritual satisfaction and eostasy. 

14. Avoid frightening the children. The fright instilled in the 
mind of the child in the early years overshadows 
his mind and intellect for the remainder of his life 
and these ohildren usually prove inoapable of achieving 
extraordinary success in life. 

15. Make it a point not to shout at, reproach or rebuke children 
on every trifling matter. Make an affectionate endeavour 
to train the children to form good habits with devotion 
and good sense instead of expressing annoyance or oon- 
tempt on the faults of children. However, act in such 
a way that children must remain in fear that you will not 
tolerate any of their actions which do not oonform to the 
diotates of religion. 

18. Always treat your children with affection, love and 
tenderness. Keep them happy by providing for their needs 
and requirements according to your means. Promote 
sentiments of loyalty and devotion in your children. 

Once Hadrat Mu'awiya (God be pleased with him) 
asked Ahnaf ibn Qais (God be pleased with him), “Say, in 
what manner the offspring should be treated?” 

Ahnaf ibn Qais (God be pleased with him) answered : 
“Amir-ul-Mo'minin, the offspring are the fruit of our 
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hearts, a support for our backs ; we are like the sky 
providing a protective Bhade over them ; we are like a soft 
and harmless ground on which they recline. It is they 
who give us the incentive to perform great deeds. Hence 
if they demand anything from you, fulfil their demand 
with a generous heart. If they are stricken with sorrow, 
alleviate their grief. Consequently they will love you 
and appreciate your paternal concern. Do not be 
an intolerable burden on them to the extent that they 
should in annoyance wish that you were better dead than 
alive and hate to come near you”. 

Hadrat Mu'awiya (God bo pleased with him) was 
deeply moved on hearing this wise speeoh of Ahnaf ibn 
Qais (God be pleassed with him) and remarked : “Ahnaf 
(God be pleased with you) I swear in the name of God that 
when you came and sat beside me I was burning with rage 
against Yazid”. 

Later, when Hadrat Ahnaf (God be pleased with him) 
departed Hadrat Mu’awiya’s (God be pleased with him) 
anger had cooled down and he felt reconciled to Yazid. He 
at once sent two hundred dirhams and two hundred dresses 
a token of love to Yaiid. On receiving these presents, 
Yatid divided them into two equal portions and despatched 

one hundred dirhams and a hundred dresses as a gift to 

Hadrat Ahnaf ibn Qais (God be pleased with him). 

7 Pat the heads of children with affection; take them up and 

' seat them in your laps, fondle them and treat them in good 
humour. Do not rule over them as an irate tyrant. Sue 
an attitude stunts the growth of affectionate sentiments 
towards parents in the hearts of children, destroys their 
self-oonfidence and adversely affects the development of 
their inborn faculties. 

On one oocosion Aqro’ ibn H.bi. (God be plem-ed with 
him) come to the pre.ence of the Holy Piopbet Ipeoce end 
blessings of Allot be npon him). The Holy Prophet (peooe 
ond blessings of Alloh be upon him) wm ot thot time 
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engaged in fondling Hadrat Hassan (God be pleased with 
him). Aqra’ (God be pleased with him) felt rather surprised 
and submitted, “0 Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon you) do you also fondle children. I have 
ten children and have never shown fondness to even one of 

them” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 

be upon him) raised his eyes and taking a look at Aqra’ 
observed . ‘‘If God has deprived your heart of kindness 
and affection, what can I do 1” 

Hadrat ‘Amir (God be pleased with him) held a high 
post in the government during the reign of Hadrat Umar 
(God be pleased with him). He once paid a oall at the 
house of Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) and waB 
astounded to see that a few children had mounted the 
ohest of the Caliph and were engaged in play. The Caliph 
realized the feelings of annoyance writ large on the face of 
‘Amir (God be pleased with him) and enquired, “What 
manner of treatment do you show 'to your children 
'Amir (God be pleased with him) now got the opportunity 
to express his viewpoint on the matter. IJp said : “Amir- 
ul-Mo’minin, as soon as I enter my house the people of my 
household are struck with terror and stand dumb with fear”. 
On hearing this, Hadrat 'Umar (God be pleased with him) 
said in a deep tone of sorrow : 

“ ‘Amir (God be pleased with you), you are a follower 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) and yet are ignorant of the important injunction that 
a Muslim should behave towards his family members with 
extreme love and deep tenderness.” 

18. Concentrate all your efforts to train and educate your 
children in piety and honesty and consider the greatest 
sacrifice too little to achieve this purpose. This is an 
obligation laid upon you by religion ; it is a favour you 
owe to your children ; and it is the greatest good that you 
can do to yourself. The Holy Qur'an -affirms : 



Y &-ayyuhalladhina Smanu qii anjusakum ua ahlikum 
nSra. 

“0 Believers, protect yourself and the people of your 
household from the fire of Hell”. 

The only means of obtaining Balvation from Hell-Fire 
is that man should be aware of all the requisite knowledge 
about religion and his life should pass in loyalty and 
devotion to the commands of God and His Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : “The best gift that a father oan 
bestow upon his son is to arrange good education and 
training for him." ( Mishkat ) 

In addition to this, the Apostle of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “The actions of 
man cease with his death. But there are three deeds whose 
reward and blessing continue to reach him even after death : 
One that he Bhould make a Sadaqo Jariah /Recurring 
Charity). Secondly, he should leave behind a legacy of 
knowledge from which people may continue to derive 
benefit ; thirdly, pious offspring who continuously invoke 
mercy of God upon him.” (Muslim) 

In fact the pious offspring are the only means of keep- 
ing alive your cultural traditions, religious doctrines and 
the concept of faith in One God, after you have expired. 
The believer prays for pious offspring so that the younger 
generation may keep the message of the old generation 
ever green and alive. 

When the ohildren attain the age . of seven years, teach 
them ‘Namaz’ and urge them to observe prayers. Take them 
to the mosque with you to arouse their interest. If the 
children neglect to observe prayers when they have attained 
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the age of ten, administer suitable punishment to them. 
By word and action make it absolutely clear to them that 
you will not tolerate their evasion of saying prayers. 

20. When the children attain the age of ten years, give them 
separate beds to sleep in. The Holy Prophet (peace and . 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 

“When your children are seven years old, urge them 
tp observe prayers. When they attain the age of ten and 
neglect saying prayers, punish them, and after this age 
provide separate beds for them to sleep in.” 

21. Always keep your children clean and neat. Take care that 
they are clean, neat and bathed. Keep their dress pure 
and clean. However, avoid exoessive adornment or ostent- 
ation in dressing up children. Keep the dress of 'a female 
ohild simple and clean. Do not spoil the nature of your 
children by dressing them up in gaudy and flambuoyant 
olothes. 

22. Do not point out the faults of your children in the presence 
of others and strictly abstain from degrading or hurting 
the self-respect of your children. 

23. Do not express your dismay at reforming your children in 
their presence. Instead praise them generously even for 
their ordinary virtues in order to boost up their morale. 
Make constant endeavours to encourage them, and to foster 
self-confidence and boldness in them so that they may strive 
for the highest goals in the field of life. 

24. Keep telling the children the stories of the Prophets (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon them), tales of the pious 
people (God pleased with them) and episodes of the 
courageous feats of the illustrious companions of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). This 
must be considered an essential means of training, 
civilizing, character -building and arouSing love for 
religion among the young and despite countless other pre- 
occupations you must find some time to talk on these 
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subjects with your children . Recite to them the Holy Qur an 
in a sweet rhythmical voice frequently and on occasions 
relate to them the stirring atorieB and traditions of the life 
and work of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). In this manner, you should try to inculcate 
in the hearts of the young warm sentiments of true love 
and devotion to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). 

25. Let the children distribute food or money to the poor with 
their own hands sometimes so that the virtues of liberality, 
generosity and charity to the poor may develop in their 
hearts. On occasions, let brothers and sisters distribute 
shares of food or other eatables among themselves without 
your aid. This will create in them an awareness of the 
rights of others and acoustom them to fair-dealing. 

26. Do not comply with each legitimate or non-genuine desire 

of the children. By means of patience and commonsense 
teaoh them to give up this habit. Be strict with them at 
times and do not turn them into obstinate and self-willed 
youngsters by showering excessive love upon them. 

27. Avoid thundering and shouting at the highest pitch of 
your voice and urge the children to speak softly in a 
moderate tone and abstain from shouting or railing at each 
other. 

28. Inculcate the habit of self-help in children. They should 
not look to the servants to do every little job for them. 
This habit makes the ohildren lazy and crippled in some 
ways. Foster the habits of Bturdiness, hard work and 
strenuous application among the children. 

29. In the event of an altercation taking place among ohildren, 
do not lend undue support to your own child. You must 
realise that the sentiments which you cherish in your 
heart for your child are exactly the same which other 
people have .for their children. Keep in view the faults of 
your own child and in all untoward circumstances try to 
pinpoint the error and fault of your own child and then 



make an earnest endeavour to eliminate these childish 
shortcomings in a wise manner by exercising constant 
vigilance. 

30. Show equal treatment to all your children and avoid going 
to extremes in the matter of behaving towards children. 
If you are naturally drawn towards a particular child then, 
of course, it* can’t be helped. Yet in behaviour and 
dispensation of requirements you must show equal treat- 
ment and evenhanded justice. Do not show distinctive 
favour to a child to the dismay of other children. This will 
foster inferiority complex, hatred and frustration and all 
-this will finally erupt into rebellious conduct. These evil 
sentiments greatly 0 retard the development of natural 
faculties of a child and leave an adverse effect on the moral 
and spiritual growth of the child’s personality. 

On one occasion Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with 
him) took his son Hadrat Noaman (God be pleased With 
him) to the presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and submitted : “O Prophet 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! I 
possessed one slave and I have transferred that slave to 
the ownership of this son of mine”. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired : "Have 
you given a slave to each of your sons ?” Hadrat Bashir 
(God be pleased with him) submitted : "No”. Therenpon 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) commanded him : "Take the slave back from him. 
Pear God and show equal treatment to all of your 
ohildren”. Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with him) 
returned home and revoked the transfer of ownership of 
the slave to No'man. According to another traditon, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
had observed on that occasion : “Do not make me a 
witness of sin. I shall not be a witness to injustice”. In 
yet another tradition it is reported that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed to 
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Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with him) : "Do yon wish 
that all your sons should behave equally well towards you?” 
Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with him) submitted : 
"O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) : Yes, why not 1” The Holy Prophet (peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : "Do not act in 

this manner then”. {Bukhari, Muslim) 

31. Always present a good practical model before the children. 
Your own life style serves as a mute and permanent 
precept for your children. Children constantly learn and 
adopt lessons from your own conduct in life. Do not tell 
a lie even as a matter of fun before the children. 

Hadrat ‘ Abdullah b. ‘Amir (God be pleased with him) 
relates an episode from his own life as follows : "One day 
when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bo 
upon him) was present in our house, my mother called for 
me and said : “Come here.. I have something for you”. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
was watching. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed to my mother, “What is it that you want 
to give to the child ?” My mother submitted : "I wish 
to give him a date”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : "If you had 
oalled the boy on the pretext of. giving him something and 
in fact did not give him anything on his arrival, surely 
thiB sin of falsehood would have been added to the scroll 
of your deeds”. {Abu Dawud) 

32. Celebrate the birth of a female child with as much rejoicing 
as you observe on the birth of a male child. Boy or girl, 
both are a gift from God and only He knows better whether 
a boy or a girl is propitious for you. It does not behove 
a faithful of God to demure or feel crest-fallen on the birth 
of a girl. Such behaviour is the height of ingratitude and 
an insolence towards the Omniscient and Merciful God. 

The Tradition records : "When a girl is horn to someone 
God Bends angels to his home who pronounce ; "0 
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inmates of this honse ! peace be on you”. The angels take 
the baby girl under their wings and passing their hands on 
her head in a gesture of affection observe : “This is a 
weak creature born out of a weak creature. Whosoever 
protects and rears this infant girl, God shall sustain him 
till doomsday”. ( Tabrani ) 

J3. Train and bring up your girls with a sense of great 
pleasure, spiritual satisfaction and in the spirit of religion. 
In return for this pious service anticipate from God that 
He will admit you to the uppermost level of Paradise". 
The Holy Prophet '(peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : “The man who patronises 
three daughters or three sisters, educates them and 
touches them good manners and behaves kindly towards 
them till they become independent of his care by the will 
of God, is entitled by God to enter Paradise.” Thereupon 
a person submitted : “If there be only two daughters or 
two sisters V ’ The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) affirmed. “The Bame reward will bo 
given for similar conduct towards two daughters or two 
eiaterB”. Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (God be please! with him) 
observes : “Had the people enquired about the reward for 
rearing one girl in this manner, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) would have given the 
same glad tidings”. (’JlfiaAiot) 

Hadrat ‘Xishah (God be pleased with her) narrates, 
“One day a woman accompanied by two small girls came 
to visit me and begged me to give her something. I had 
only one date which I handed over to her. The woman 
divided the date into two halves and gave one half to each 
girl, leaving nothing to eat for herself. Afterwards she 
stood up and went out. The same moment the Holy Prophet, 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) entered the 
house. I related the whole matter to him (peace and 
blessings of Allah he upon him). On hearing the case, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he upon him 
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observed : ‘‘Any man who is put to trial on account of 
daughters being born to him and he comes out of the trial 
successful by virtue of showing good treatment to his 
daughters, these girls will serve him as a shield against 
the fire of Hell on the Day of Judgement”. (Miahkat) 

34. Do not loot down up tho female child, nor show preference 
to the boy over the girl in any matter. Treat both with 
equal love and behave towards both in an equal manner. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has affirmed : “Anyone who is blessed with the birth 
of a girl and does not bury her alive in the maimer of the 
.pagan days and does not look down upon her; neither shows 
preference to the boy over the girl nor considers the boy in 
any way superior to the girl, such a man will surely be 
admitted into Paradise by God”. ( Abu Daumd) 

36. Give the prescribed share to the girl out of your property 
willingly and careful attention. This share is ordained by 
God and no one has the authority to increase or decrease 
the amount of this share. It does not behove a pious 
believer to make excuses in the matter of paying the share 
of the girl or to feel content by giving away some fraction 
of it according to his own personal views. Suoh an action 
is a breach of covenant with God as well as tantamount to 
offering an insult to the religion . (God forbid ! j 
36. Along with these practical measures, say prayers from the 
depths of your soul and with sincere devotion of heart for 
your offspring. We may trust the Munificent and Kind 
God that He will not let earnest prayers offered by the 
parents out of the depth of their soul go unanswered. 



Etiquettes of 
Friendship 


l. Love your friends and become the object of love of your 
friends. The man who is held in deep affection by his 
friends and who cherishes feelings of love for his friends 
is the most fortunate person. The person who avoids the 
company of other people and whom the people regard with 
feelings of disgust is the most deprived man. The man who 
has no wealth iB not poor. In point of fact great poverty 
consists in being friendless. A friend makes life beautiful, 
acts as a supporter in the journey of life and is a gift of 
God. Make friends and become friends of others. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has affirmed : 

"The believer is an embodiment of love and affection. 
And the man who neither loveB others nor is loved by 
others has no good or virtue in him.” 

(Miahkat, Bab ai-SKafqal) 

The Holy Qur’an has affirmed : 
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lValmo’minuna toalmo'minati ba‘duhum auhydu ba'd. 

( 9 : 71 ) 

"The believing men and believing women are protect- 
ing friends of one another. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) used to cherish deep feelings of affection for all 
his illustrious companions (God be pleased with them) so 
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each on© of them entertained the happy thonght that the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
loved him more than any one else. 

Hadrat ‘Amr b. al-‘As (God be pleased with him) 
reports : “The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah’ 
be upon him) used to converse with me with such deep 
attention and sincerity and lavished such great care on me 
that I came to believe myself to be the best person among 
my people. And one day I submitted to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) : “0 Prophet of 
God (peace’ and blessings of Allah be upon you) : Who is 
better— Me or Abu Bakr 1” The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Abu Bakr is 
the better one.” I submitted again : “Who is better — Me 
or ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) ?” The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : 
“Umar is better.” I submitted once more : “0 Prophet of 
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you : Who is 
better — Me or ‘Uthman (God be pleased with him) 1” The 
Prophet of God (peace and blessingB of Allah be upon him) 
observed : “Uthman is better than you”. I then requested 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) to explain the real matter in detail whereupon the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
told me the plain truth. I felt greatly ashamed of myself 
and wondered what impelled me to aBk suoh questions ! 

2. Maintain amicable social relations with your friends and 
try to develop sincere links and 'continue to oement friend- 
ships. Avoid adopting an attitude of annoyance with your 
friends or keeping aloof from them. When a man lives in 
the society of other men and has to participate in social 
matters,. it "is inevitable that he s"hould suffer different 
kinds of shocks. Sometimes his sentiment* are hurt ; at 
other times his reputation is tarnished ; one time his pesoe 
is disturbed, other times his usual activities are interfered 
with. Sometimes things are done against his temper and 
desires ; it other times his patienoe and enduranoe are 
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severely tried and at times he has to suffer great financial 
loss. In other words, he has to face all kinds of trials and 
tribulations. But when a man suffers these hardships, 
his heart is strengthened and he gains in wisdom and 
experience. Good morals develop in his personality and 
■passing through a natural process of training and purifi- 
cation he makes rapid spiritual and moral progress. He 
thus acquires the sublime virtues of patience, forbearance, 
selflessness, affection, sympathy, humanity, respect, loyalty, 
devotion and co-operation, sincerity and love, generosity 
and gallantry, kindness and favour to the highest degree 
and he becomes an instrument of goodness and blessing for 
the human society. Every man holds him in esteem and 
values his friendship ; each man oonsiders him a source of 
blessing in his favour. The Holy Prophet (peaoe and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 

“The Muslim who participates in social matters with 
other men and shows forbearance if hp suffers any pain 
from them is a far better person than the one who isolates 
himBelf from the people and is dismayed at the hardships 
caused by others.” (Tirmidhi) 

3. Form friendships with the pure and righteous people. In' 
the choice of friends do keep in mind the thought as to 
how far the people with whom you are forging bonds of 
amity and friendship can prove useful to you from the 
viewpoint of religion and morality. There is a famous 
maxim which says : . If you wish to ascertain the moral 
state of a man, look at the moral condition of his friends”. 
And the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blowings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : “A man follows the beliefs of his 
friend. Hence each man should deeply consider the question 
as to what kind of a man is the person with whom he is 
striking a friendship”. (Muanad Ahmad, Mishkai) 

The observation that a man will follow the beliefs of 
his friend implies that when a man keeps the company of 
his friend he will be affected by the sentiments, thoughts; 
taste and the mental outlook of his friend . He will inevi- 
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^ly begin to judge things according to the standard of 
likes and dislikes adopted by his friend. Hence a man 
should exercise utmost care in choosing a friend and should 
establish bonds of affection and friendship with a person 
whose taste, temperament, and activities conform to the 
tenets of faith and religion. The Holy Prophet {peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) has enjoined : “Develop a 
relationship of love and friendship with a believer only and 
eat and drink in his company only”. Furthermore the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed : 

“Keep company with the believer and only the right- 
eous should eat from the Dastar Khwan i of a believer.” 

Eating together naturally stimulates sentiments of 
warm affection and love between friends and these links 
should only be developed with the believers who are God- 
fearing and righteous people always keep away from those 
who have forgotten God and are irresponsible and indifferent 
in carrying out the commands of religion and are immersed 
in immorality. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has described the nature of relationship 
with a good and bad friend in a sublime allegory ; 

“The example of a good or a bad friend is like that of 
a dealer of muBk -perfume and an ironsmith who stokes the 
furnace. In the company of the perfumer you will certainly 
derive some benefit i.e. you will buy musk perfume or at 
least its sweet odour will afford pleasure to you. On the 
other hand, the furnace of the ironsmith will burn your 
house or set your olothea ablaze or the foul fumes emitted 
by the furnace will give yon a headhehe.” 

(Bukhari, Muslim) 

The Tradition is recorded by Abu Dawud in the follow- 
ing words : 

“The example of a pious friend is like that of a mutk- 
pprfumery shop-keeper. If nothing, at least the benefit of 

Oloth spread on the ground on whiah food ia laid for the diners. 
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sweet smell can be derived from this friend. The example 
of an evil friend is like that of a furnace. Even if your 
clothes are not set ablaze, yeur dress will certainly be 
blackened by the fumes of the furnace”. 

4. Love your friends for the sake of ..God. The favourites of 
Allah are those who join together on the basis of God’s 
religion und struggle shoulder to Bhoulder with perfect 
unity of mind and soul to discharge their obligation of 
establishing the religion of God and stand like a solid wall 
in defence of their oreed. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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Innallaha yuhibulladhina yuqatiliina fi eabilihi saffan 
ka-annahum bunyanum marsiia (61 : 4) 

"Lo 1 Allah loveth those who battle for His cause in 
rankB as if they were a solid structure”. 

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

“God will ordain on the Day of Judgement : Where are 
those people who used to love their fellows for my sake 
only. I shall place them under My own shadow”. 

( Muslim ) 

The enviable state of dignify in which these people 
will find themselves on the Day of Judgement has been 
described by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) in these words ; 

“There are some loyal servants of God who, though 
they are not Prophets or martyrs, yet they shall be 
elevated to such high status by God on the Day of 
Judgement that the Prophets and martyrs will envy their 
good fortune”. The illustrious companions (God be 



pleased with them) submitted : "0 Prophet of God 
(peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon you) 1 Who will be 
these fortunate persons 1” The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “These will 
be the people who loved each other on the basis of the 

religion of God they were not related to one another 

by blood, nor had any commercial connection with each 
other. I swear by God, the faces of these people will be 
glowing with radiance nay they will be the emblems of 
pure light. When all the people shall be trembling with 
fear, they shall be free from fear. When all the people 
will be grief-strioken, they shall know no sorrow”. After- 
wards the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) recited this verse of the Holy Qur’an : 

• (♦* Vj V O' 
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Aid inna auliya aUdhi Id khaufun ‘alaihim tva Id hum 
yahtanun. (10 : 62) 

“Lo ! verily the friends of Allah are (those) on whom 
fear (cometh) not, nor do they grieve”. 

Hadrat Abud-Darda (God be pleased with him) 
states that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : "Some people shall be 
raised from their graves on the Hay of Judgement in a 
state that their faces will be glowing with radiant light. 
They shall he seated on pulpits made of pearls. Other 
people shall envy their elevated state. These dignified 
people, however, will neither include Prophets nor 
martyrs”. The companions submitted : “0 Prophet of 
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! Who 
are these people 1 Tell us their distinguishing qualities”. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : “These are the people who love each 
other for the sake of God only”. (Tabrani) 
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5. Consider the love of pious people as a source of salvation 
in the eternal life and a means of winning the favour 
of. God. Pray to God to bleBs you with the love of 
righteous people and beseech His favour to admit you to 
the ranks of the pious. Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud 
(God be pleased with him) narrates : ‘‘A person came to 

the presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and submitted : “ 0 Prophet of God 

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you), a person 
loves a pious man for his piety, yet himself does not 
emulate the good deeds of this pious man, how shall he 
be treated in the next world I” The Prophet of God (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon *him) affirmed : "It 
does not matter at all. Man shall find himself in the 
company of that person whom he loves.” (Bukhari) 

One pight the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was blessed with the vision of God. 
God said to' the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) : “Ask what thou wilt 1” There- 
upon the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said this prayer : 
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AUahvmma innl as'aiuka fi’lal khairdti wa tark-al- 
munkar&ti wa hubb-al-mat£kfni tea an taghfira ll wa 
tarhamni wa idhS. aradta fitnatan fi guamin fatawajfSni 
ghaira maftunin wa as'aiuka huiiaka wa hubba man 



yuhibbuka tea hubba ‘amalin yuqarribunl ilS hubbika. 

»• ( Musnad Ahmad) 

“God ! I beBeeoh Thy favour to perform good deeds 
and avoid evil deeds and*! seek the love of the poor and 
I implore Thee to grant me forgiveness -and show me 
Thy Mercy. When you wish to send a calamity over a 
people, lift me in a state in which I may enjoy Your 
protection from the calamity. I implore Thy love and I 
beseech Thee to grant me love of that person who loves 
Thee and grant me the favour to perform deeds which 
may serve as means of obtaining nearness to* You”. 

Had rat Mu’adh ibn Jabal (God be pleased with him) 
states that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) affirmed : “God ordains that I owe 
love to those people who develop links of love and friend- 
ship among themselves for My sake and assemble at one 
place to recite My name and meet each other for the love 
of Me and Bhow good treatment to each other in order to 
win My favour.” (Ahmad, Tirmidhi) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) giving an inspiring description of the meeting 
of two friendB, observed : 

“A man set out to call on his friend who lived in 
another habitation. God appointed an angel to await 
him on the way. The angel enquired of him : "Where 
are you going?” The man made the answer: “I am 
proceeding to that village to see my brother.” The angel 
further enquired : “Does he owe you a debt of favour 
which you are now going to receive from him ?” The man 
replied : “No, T am going to meet him only because I 
love him for the sake of God”. The angel thereupon 
told him : “Listen then ! God has sent me to convey to 
you the glad tiding that God loves you as much as you 
love your friend for God’s sake.” (Muslim) 

Make friendships with those who deserve to be your 
friends from the viewpoint of Islam and then try your 
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utmost to maintain a loyal and devoted friendly relation- 
ship throughout your life. As the choice of pious people as 
friends is a matter of utmost importance, so equally is the 
continuous endeavour to maintain and strengthen these 
bonds of friendship. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : “On the Day of Judgement when 
there will be no shade anywhere exoept under the heaven 
of God, only seven types of people will find place under 
the Bhade of God's heaven. Of the first type will be 
two persons who were friends of each other for no other 
purpose exoept for the sake of God. The love of God would 
have forged a common link of friendship between them and 
they would separate from each other in the same condition. 
In other words, their friendship would be based on their 
common love of God and they would endeavour to maintain 
and oement this bond of friendship throughout their lives. 
And when one of them would be near the end of his life, 
their friendship would be intact at that time and they 
would part in this world as friends. 

7. Trust your friends. Behave cheerfully while you are in 
their company. Avoid being gloomy and making your 
friends gloomy. Be informal, frank and good natured 
amidst friends. Do not frown; nor stand on formality. Try 
to act as an informal companion, a good-natured mate and 
a cheerful oomrade among your friends. k Your friends 
should not feel bored with your presenoe ; rather they 
should feel happy and alive in your company and should 
feel drawn towards you. 

Had art ‘Abdullah ibn Harith (God be pleased with 
him) relates : "I have never seen a person who smiled 
more often than the Holy Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). (Tirmidhi) 

Hadrat Jabir b. Samrah (God be pleased with him) 
narrates : “I was present in over hundred sittings 

with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
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upon him). In these sittings the illustrious companions 
(Allah be pleased with them) UBed to recite verses and 
related stories and anecdotes dating back to pagan times. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to hear all this in silence and even joined in 
laughter himself at times”. (Tirmidhi) 

Hadrat Shuraid (Allah be pleased with him) reports 
that ‘‘on one occasion I was sitting behind the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) on the 
back of an animal. During the journey I recited a hundred 
verses of Umaiya ibn as-Salt to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be up on him). After each verse the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
asked me to recite some more verses and I complied”. 

(Tirmidhi) 

Similarly, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah bo upon him), sometimes himself used to relate 
storieB in his company. Hadrat ‘XiBha (Allah be pleased 
with her) reports : “Once the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) related a story to the 
members of his household. A lady submitted : “This 
strange tale resembles the stories of Khurafa.”. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
asked her : "Do you know the real story of Khurafa 1” 
and then himself narrated the true story of Khurafa in 
great detail.” Similarly, .the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) onoe related a very in- 
teresting story of eleven women to Hadrat ‘XiBha (God 
be pleased with her). 

Describing the informal conduct and cheerful temper 
of the -illustrious companions (Allah be pleased with them), 
Hadrat Bakr ibn ‘Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) 
relates : 

‘‘The illustrious companions (Allah be pleased with 
them) used to throw the peelings of melon at each other 
in playful fun, yet when the time came for attack or 



defence the valour of the companions (God be pleased 
with them) outweighed others in this field also”. 

(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 
Hadrat Muhammad b. Ziyad {God be merciful to 
him) reports : I have seen the times of the righteous 
forebears. Several families of them lived in a single 
mansion. On many occasions it so happened that a family 
received a visit from a guest. At that moment food would 
be cooking in a pot in the quarter of another family. So 1 , 
the host who had received a guest would go to the quarter 
of his neighbour and bring over the food without in- 
forming the family. The owners of the pot would then go 
about searching for their pot of food and would ask the 
people : ‘‘Who has taken away my pot ?” The host 
who had taken the pot would then confess to'him. “Brother, 
I had received a visit from a guest so I took away 
your pot of food”. The owner of the pot of food would 
^thereupon say, “May God bless you by increasing the 
quantity of this food”. Muhammad ibn Ziyad {God be 
merciful to him) also states that when these people baked 
bread, the same thing happened. 

(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 
A saying of Hadrat *Ali (God be. pleased with him) 
is as follows : ^ 

“Let your heart be free at time. Let your mind 
conceive pleasant notions, for mind also gets weary even 
as the body is fatigued”. 

8. Do not he dull and spiritless. Be of good cheer and 
keep your spirits high. Beware, however, that your 
cheerful temper and humour does hot exceed proper 
limits. Along with a cheerful temper, fun and recreation, 
you should never forget to observe sanctity of religion, 
prestige and self respect, balance and moderation in your 
activities. 

The illustrious companion of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), Hadrat 
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Abdui Rahman (Ood lie pleassed with him) reports that 
the illustrious companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) neither were devoid 
of humour nor walked about in a lifeless manner They 
used to recite verBes and narrate tales and legends of 
pagan times in their sittings. But when in any matter 
something was demanded of them which did not conform 
to justice and truth, the pupilB of their eyes were inflated 
with such intense anger as if they were seized with a fit 
of madness”. (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 

Somebody remarked to the renowned traditionist 
Had rat Sufyan b. Uyaina (May God show him mercy) 
that humour is a nuisance. He answered : “No, humour 
is a Sunnah, but only for that man who knows the suitable 
occasion on which to practise it and has the ability to 
indujge in good jokes”. ( Shark Shama’il Tirmidhi) 

9. If you love someone, you must express your love to that 
person. Its psychological effect on that person will be 
that he will develop a sense of nearness to you. The 
exchange of feelings and passions on both sides will 
augment love and sincerity to an extraordinary extent. 
Love then will no longer be merely a feeling confined 
within the heart but will begin to play a potent role in 
practical life. Thus people will have an opportunity of 
taking deep intereet in the individual lives of each other 
and coming nearer to each other. 

' The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah' be 
upon him) has affirmed : “Any person who cherishes in 
his heart sentiments of love and sincerity for his brother, 
he should express these sentiments to his brother and tell 
him clearly that he holds him in love and affection”. 

(Abii Dawiid) 

On one occasion, a man passed in front of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
Some people were at that time in attendance on the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). One' 
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of them submitted “0 Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah he on you) ! I love this man for the 
sake of God alone”. On hearing this the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired 
from him : “Have you told this to the man ”* The 
man submitted : “No, I have not”. Thereupon the 

Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
urged the man : “Go and tell the man that you love him 
for the sake of God”. The man stood up at once and 
approaching the passerby expressed to him his sentiments. 
The passerby made the answer: “May the Lord love 
thee for whose sake you entertain feelings of love for me”. 

(Tirmidki, Abu Daumd) 

In order to cement the bonds of friendship and to 
bring friends closer to each other for their mutual bene- 
fit, it is essential that you should take proper interest in 
the individual and private matters of your friends and 
express to them your special feelings of devotion and 
concern. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

“When a man establishes ties of friendship and 
fraternity with another person he should ascertain from 
him his name, father’s name and particulars about his 
family as this strengthens the roots of mutual friendship . 

(Tirmidhi) 

10. Adopt a moderate course in expressing your love and in 
the conduct of mutual relationship. Do not display such 
unconcern that your love and connexion may appear 
doubtful, nor permit yourself to go to such extremes of 
passion that your love and friendship may assume the form 
of craziness and perchance you may suffer a shock at times 
(God forbid !) Always observe moderation and keep your 
feelings at balance. Adopt a moderate attitude which 
may be enduring and long-lasting. Hadrat Aalam (God 
be pleased with him) states that Hadrat ‘ Umar (God be 
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pleased with him) observed : "Toot love should not asaorne 
the form of madoeaa, nor should enemity excite yon to 
perpetrate torture on other". I submitted : Sir, how Bhould 
we do so "I Hadrat 'Fmar (God he pleased with him) 
observed : "In this manner that if yon love someone yon 
start hugging him in a childlike fashion and display other 
forma of childish behaviour. And if you feel angry witn 
someone, you resolve upon the destruction of his life an 
property and utter ruination”. (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad). 

Hadrat ‘Ubaid Kindi (God be merciful to him) reports : 

I heard Hadrat .‘Ali (God be pleased with him) observing : 
"Adopt a tender and moderate attitude towards your 
friend ; might turn your enemy tomorrow. Likewise, 
follow a tender and moderate course in your conduct 
towards the enemv ; he might become yotir friend sometime 
lafcer „ (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 

11. Be loyal and devoted to your friends. The best form of 
‘ devotion to yoor friend is that you should increasingly try 
to elevate his morals. You should be more concerned 
with his salvation in the eternal world than his advance- 
ment in the material world. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) -observed : "Religion 
wholly conBiBts in seeking the welfare of others”. The 
real test of a well-wisher is that one should wish for his 
friend the same thing that one wishes for his own self, 
for a man can never be his own ill-wisher. 

The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah he 
upon him) has affirmed : 

"I swear by Him Who hath power overmylife.no 
man can be truly pious unless he wishes for his brother the 
same thing that he wishes for himself”. 

Laying down six obligations which each Muslim -owes 
to the other, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “And the believer should 
act as a well-wisher of his brother both in his presence 
and absence”, Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
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blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : 

“Without doubt God has ordained the ordeal of fire 
for that man and He has forbidden his entry into Paradise 
who forfeits the right of a brother Muslim after having 
sworn to fulfil his obligation”. Someone from among the 
illustrious companions (God be pleased with them) sub- 
mitted : “What if that obligation relates to a very 
minor thing ”? The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “Yes, even if he owes an 
ordinary branch of the ‘Pelu’ tree to another Muslim”. 

12. Share the grief and sorrow of your friends. Likewise, 
participate actively in their joyous occasions. The purpose 
of your sharing their grief should be to alleviate their 
suffering and the aim of your participation in their festivi- 
ties ought to be to enhance their joy. Every friend 
rightly expects from his sincere associates that they will 
stand by him in times of trial and will never desert him 
in the hour of need. Similarly, he anticipates that his 
friends will add to his felicity by increasing the grace 
of hiB festive parties with their presence and active 
participation. • 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

“The Muslim fraternity is like a mansion. Even as 
each brick supports and cements the other brick, so does 
a Muslim act as a supporter and a source of strength for 
the other Muslim”. So saying the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) interlocked the fingers 
of his both hands and thus explained the mutual link and 
close connexion that ought to subsist among the Muslim 
community”. (Bukhari , Muslim) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) enjoined : “In their sense of mutual love and 
.affection and perception of common distress, you ^wijl find 
Muslims as one body ; if one organ of this body is afflicted, 
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the whole body is affected by fever and sleeplessness". 

[Bukhari, Muslim) 

13. Meet your friends in a cheerful, amicable, joyous and 
sincere manner. Greet them warmly and observe proper 
etiquettes in receiving them. Avoid showing an indifforent, 
cold and unconcerned behaviour. These evils create a rift 
in the hearts Say words of praise and thanks and joy 
and satisfaction during meetings with your friepds. Abstain 
from talk which reveals sorrow, grief and low spirits. 
Behave in such a manner during meetings with your 
friends that they should be thrilled with feelings of joy 
and liveliness. Do not greet them with such a gloomy face 
that they may feel crestfallen and may oome to regard 
your fellowship sb intolerable nuisance. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

“Do not look upon any pious deed as insignificant, 
may it be greeting your brother with a cheerful heart". 

(. Muslim ) 

On another occasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Your smile on 
seeing a brother is also an act of sacrifice on your part . 

(Tirmidhl) 

Tenderness, politeness and civility generate feelings of 
affection and love in the heart and it is on the basis of 
these virtues that a good society can be formed. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observes : 

“I tell you the distinguishing marks of a person for 
whom -the fire of Hell has been made unlawful and who is a 
forbidden person for the Hell Fire to consume : He is a 
man who bears a sweet temper, tender heart and is soft- 
spoken”. [Tirmidhi) 

The illustrious companions (God bo pleased with them) .- 
relate that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
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be upon him) flsed to be attentive with his whole posttire 
towards the person with whom he was talking and listened 
to the talk in rapt attention. Once the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was sitting 
in the mosque. A man paid a call and the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) shifted his 
posture and shrank a little. The man submitted : "0 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) 1 There is ample room here”. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 

“A Muslim owoB it to his brother that on seeing him, 
. he should move for him a little.” (Baihaqi) 

Describing the virtues of the believers, the Holy 
Qur’an affirms : 

, i • >• c , 

• J—' j* 1 ' J* 

- * * 

■ Adhillatin ‘ alal mo’minin. 

’‘They are always very gentle to the believers”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) haB elucidated the same faot in the following 
words : 

"The believers are forbearing and soft-hearted like a 
camel who iB tied with a nose band ; the camel is drawn 
to whichever direction his nose- band is tugged and if he is 
made to Bit on a stone, he complies”. (Titrmidhl) 

14. Whenever you differ among yourselves on any matter 
resolve it at once. Always take the initiative to seek for- 
giveness and to admit your fault. 

Hadrat Abud-Darda (God be pleased with him) 
reports : “Once there was an exchange of hot words 

between Hadrat Abu Bakr and Hadrat ‘Umar 'God be 
pleased with them'. Hadrat Abu Bakr (God be pleased 
with him) felt it hard and went to the Holy Prophet 



(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in a very 
sad and sorry mood and submitted : “0 Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! A difference 
arose between ‘Umar and myself whereupon I flew into 
rage and we exchanged some bitter words. Later, I felt 
greatly ashamed of myself and solicited ‘ Umar (God be 
pleased with him) to forgive me. But, 0 Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! ‘Umar was not 
reconciled and declined to forgive me. I am feeling very 
much upset and uneasy so have I come to you. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: ‘God will grant you forgiveness and salvation’. 
Meanwhile Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) also 
realised his fault and rushed to Hadrat Abu Bakr’s (God 
be pleased with him) house. He was informed that Abu 
Bakr (God be pleased with him) has gone to the presence 
of .the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). Whereupon ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) also 
hurried to the psesence of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). Signs of anger and 
displeasure appeared on the countenance of the Holy 
Prophet (p. b. u. h.) on seeing Hadrat Umar (A. b. p. h.) 
Noting the displeasure against Hadrat Umar, Hadrat Abu 
Bakr (God be pleased with him) felt deeply perturbed. He 
fell on his knees and submitted to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in great 
humility “O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon you) ! ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) is not at 
fault. All blame rests on me. I committed the fault It 
was I who spoke harshly to him”. Thereupon the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessingsof Allah be upon him) 
observed : “God sent me as His Prophet among you and 
when in the early days you refuted me, it was Abu Bakr 
who affiirmod his faith in me and stood by me at the cost 
of his life and property. Would you now aggrieve my 
companion” t 

Do not lose time in making peace. The longer the 



delay in resolving quarrels, the deeper grow the roots of 
contention, and the wider grows the gulf of separation 
between the hearts. The following precept of Hadrat ‘Isa 
(peace and blessings of Allah be Upon him) contained in 
the Bible is intensely heartwarming : 

“So if you are engaged in offering sacrifice at the altar 
and you suddenly recall to mind that your brother h&B 
some complaint against you, leave your offering at the 
altar and return at ohce to your brother to make 
peace with him. Then go back to the altar and make your 
offering”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

“The deeds of the people are presented to God on every 
Monday and Thursday and every believer is granted pardon 
except the one who nurses a grudge against any of his 
believing brothers. God ordains : “Leave them so that 

they may resolve their quarrel”. 

Who knows whether the next moment will bring death 
or life I Who knows whether he will witness the next 
Monday or Thursday ! Why and on what hope do you 
delay in purifying your heart and Bottling the complaints 
of your friends ? Is any sensible person who believes in 
the Day of Judgement ready to present himself with an 
impure, dark and gruesome heart before the Almighty 
God ? 

Beware ako that if your friend admits his fault and 
requests pardon, you should accept his excuse and forgive 
him from the core of your heart. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed. 

“The Muslim who declines to acoept the confession of 
his fault and a request for forgiveness from his brother 
Muslim is held guilty of a sin as grave as the sin of cruelty 
and oppression committed by an Octroi man who extortB 
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15. Restrain your tongue wen if friends talk or behave in a 

manner which is offensive to your temper or taste. Do not 
utter harsh or offensive speech in retaliation. Instead let 
' the matter pass with tact and gentle conduct. 

The^Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

Hadrat Musa (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) submitted to God : My Lord ! Which one is the 
dearest to you among your creatures” ? God affirmed : 
“That one who hath the power to take revenge, yet 
forgives”. (MiahkSt) 

In addition to this, the Holy Prophet (peaoe and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 

"The heaviest thing put in the balance of a believer 
on tho Day of Judement will be his politeness. God loots 

upon that person with intense wrath who utters indecent 
and foul speech”. 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak (God be merciful to 
him) has defined the virtue of politeness in three ways : 

1. A person should meet others with a bright, 
1 smiling face. 

2. A man should spend his wealth on the destitute 

and needy persons. 

3. A person should not cause harm to any one. 

Hadrat ‘Aisha (God be pleased with her) reports : ‘‘The 

Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : “The worst man in the eyes of God on the Day 
of Judgement will be the one whom the people avoid on 
account of his indecent and foul speech”. 

(Bukhari, Muslim) 

16. Do not shirk your duty to reform your friends and train 
them in righteousness. Do not lot vanity and pride take 
root in the character of your friends which is the greatest 
hurdle in their reformation and moral uplift Always try to 
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persuade your friends to realise their omissions and errors 
and develop moral courage to confess their faults. They 
should always be mindful of the fact that failure to realise 
one’s shortcomings and insistence upon one’s faultlessness 
mars one’s spiritual development. 

As a matter of fact it is very easy to show off false 
humility, to call oneself as insignificant and to display sub- 
missiveness in style and manners, but it is extremely difficult 
to sustain an injury to your feelings, to listen to and admit 
your shortcomings with a cool mind and to tolerate the 
criticism directed by your friends against your personal 
faults. Yet true friends are those who keep an enlightened 
eye on the conduct of their friends and are always alert 
and alive to the task of protecting each other from the evils 
of vanity and pride by sincere counsel and practical 
example. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirms : 

Three things are fatal f 

1 . The passion which is allowed to prevail upon ones 
good sense. 

2. The greed and lust which is allowed to become the 
guiding principle of one’s life. 

3. And vanity the moBt dangerous of the three 

ills”. (Baihaqi, Miahkat) 

Criticism and accountability are lancets whioh purge 
the moral existence of man from all undesirable elements 
They augment moral strength and infuse new life into the 
individual and the society. To take offence, to get 
irritated and to consider oneself as above the criticism and 
accountability of friends is detrimental to one’s moral 
being as well as to evade healthy and constructive oriticism 
of one’s friends to check and protect them from moral 
degradation. Do feel uneasy if you find hideous faults. and 
shortcomings in your friends and take wise measures to 
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eliminate those blemishes on the characters of your 
friends. Similarly, give a chance with genuine humility 
and large-heartedness to your friends that they should 
expose to you your own foibles and faults. When your 
friends discharge this unpleasant duty towards you, do not 
be vainglorious, but welcome their criticism with large* 
heartedness, cheerfully and with . a grateful heart. 
Express your gratitude to them for their sincerity and 
kindness. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has described this exemplary friendship in a 
most eloquent allegory. 

“Each one of you serves as a mirror to his brother. 
Hence if you See any fault in your brother, eliminate it”. 

( Tirmidhi ) 

There are five illuminating points in* this allegory 
which can make your friendship exemplary in genuine 
terms : 

(1) The mirror reflects the spots and stains on your person 
when you stand before it with the intention of locating 
these Bpots and stains. . When you stand aside, the mirror 
ceases to reflect these blemishes. Similarly, you should 
expose the foibles of your friend only if he willingly 
presents himBelf before you for critioism and chastisement 
with an open-mind. At the same time, make it sure that 
his mind is reoeptive to your critioism and that his heart 
is eager to accept suggestions for the correction of his 
faults. In the absence of these conditions, you should 
keep silent and put off the matter wisely for a later 
occasion. In the absence of your friend especially you 
should exercise the utmost care not to utter a single word_ 
pointing to any shortcoming of your friend, for this would 
be counted as baok-biting and backbiting divides the 
hearts rather than uniting them . 

(2) The mirror reflects very honesty all such spots or stains 
which are really present on the face i it neither hides their 
number nor makes an addition to them. Furthermore, the 



mirror reflects only those deformities which are outward 
and apparent ; it does not expose the hidden blemishes, 
neither probes inward, nor presents an illusory picture of 
your demerits. Likewise, you Bhould also present a genuine 
and true picture of the inadequacies and faults of your 
friends. Moved by sentiments of undue politeness and 
flattery you should neither suppress the exposure of a few 
foibles of your friends nor exaggerate their dimensions or 
add to their number in the heat of your passionate oratory 
and declamation. Moreover, point out only those faults of 
your friends which are exposed in the normal conduot of 
life. Do not display curiosity or an eagerness to spy into 
the seorets of others. To expose the seoret faults of your 
friends is no moral service, in fact it is a perilous and 
immoral aot on your part. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) once ascended the pulpit and warned the oongre- 

. gafcion jn a very high tone of his holy voice : 

“Do not pry into the vices of Muslims. God exposes 
the hidden vioes of a person who seeks to expose the faults 
of his brother Muslims ; and when God decides to expose 
the faults of someone, He inevitably reduces the man to 
disgrace, even if such a man hides himself in the inner 
recesses of his home”. {Tirmidhi) 

(3) The mirror discharges its duty unaffected by any sort of 
motives. Any one who faces the mirror, the mirror shows 
him his true image without any reservations. The mirror 
nurses no grudge or vendetta against anyone, nor wreaks 
vengeance on anybody. You should also chastise your 
friends unaffeoted by personal motives, feelings of vendetta^ 
grudge, pique, or dishonesty. Your only motive in 
criticising your friend should be to enable him to reform 
himself, as a man adorns himself by eliminating spots 
and stains from his person by looating them through their 
reflection in the mirror. 

(4) No one feels annoyed at seeing his true image in 
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the mirror , nor commits the blunder of breaking -up the 
mirror in a fit of rage. Instead most people on looking 
into the mirror begin to adorn themselves by removing 
the apparent defeots on their persons and in fact realizing 
the valuable services of the mirror in this regard are 
thankful to it in their hearts. They are fully conscious of 
the fact that the mirror has proved extremely helpful 
to them in the task of embellishing their persons. They 
believe that the mirror has done its natural duty remark- 
ably and they put it way a carefully for use at another 
time. Similarly when someone presents your true picture 
before you in bis own words, do not retaliate in annoyance. 
Instead express your gratitude to him for his sincere 
performance of the obligation of friendship. Feel grateful 
to him in your heart also, apart from offering him thanks 
in wordB and set about reforming yourself at once. 
Realizing the value and greatness of your friend with an 
open mind and with a sense of extreme gratitude, request 
your friend to continue to show you the favour of his 
valuable suggestions. 

(5) The final point is that “every Muslim serves as * 
mirror unto his brother Muslim”. A brother is an emblem 
of sincerity and love for his brother. A brother is loyal, 
devoted, sympathetic a well-wisher and a helper in grief 
to his brother. He feels reBtless on seeing his brother in 
trouble and is overjoyed at his happiness. Hence the 
criticism of a brother and a friend is motivated by feelings 
of extreme sincerity, devotion, sympathy and love. It 
will be characterised by a desire ,for the welfare and 
extreme concern for the best interests of his friend. Every 
word oT this friendly criticism will reflect the spirit of 
reformation. Such a form of criticism may be rightly 
expected to unite the hearts and correct the wrongs. 

17. Exchange gifts in order to express your feelings of sincerity 
and love for your friends and to deepen the relationship 
of love and affection. Mutual exchange of gifts unites 
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the hearts and cements the bonds of love. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has 
observed : 

“Exohange giftB with each other. This will generate 
mutual feelings of love and eliminate feelings of animosity 
and estrangement from your hearts”. (Mithkat). 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) himself often used to send gifts to his illustrious 
Companions (God be pleased with them). The Prophet’s 
Companions (God be pleased with them) also frequently 
exchanged presents and gifts among themselves. In the 
matter of exchanging gifts always keep within your moans. 
Whatever the status of the receiver, do not think that your 
gift should necessarily be a costly one. Give according to 
your means and whatever iB easily available. The real 
worth of your gift depends on your sincerity and the 
nature and depth of feelings with which you have presented 
the gift. It is the feelings of sincerity and deep passions 
of love and devotion whioh unite the hearts and the cost 
or value of the gift is insignificant in this regard. Do not 
regard the gift of your friend as insignifioant, however 
cheap in cost it may be. Instead put a high value on the 
feelings of love and sincerity reflected by the gift of your 
friend. 

The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

‘‘Even if someone offers me the leg of a goat as a gift, 
I shall accept it and if someone invites me to a dinner 
consisting of a cooked leg of goat, I shall certainly join the 
feast”. ( Tirmidhi ) 

You must answer a gilt with a gift. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to observe 
this rule strictly. The Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon* him) favourite gift was perfume. You 
should also consider the present of a perfume as a propi- 
tious gift. In the present-day circumstances, the presen* 



tation of a book can also be regarded as a propitious gift. 
In this connection, you should hold common feasts at 
times. Invite your friends to dinner at home. When 
friends invite you to functions at their homes, make it a 
point to join their parties. Mutual entertainment promotes 
feelings of love and affection , and bonds of fraternity are 
further cemented. However, on these occasions instead of 
observing excessive formalities and laying out lavish 
quantities of food and drink, you should put more emphasis 
on displaying and augmenting the feelings of love and 
sincerity. 

18. Look after your friends. Stand by them in their hour of 
need, even at the cost of your own life and property. 
Asbahani relates in a tradition : “A person came to Hadrat 
'Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) and asked : 
Which one iB the most favourite of God among the people”! 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) 
answered : “The most favourite person of God among the 
people is he who affords the greatest benefit to his fellow 
men. The deed which winB the greatest favour of God is 
that you Bhould make a Muslim happy in suoh manner that 
you should alleviate his suffering or hardship or make a 
provision of food to satisfy his hunger. I would go out with 
a brother Muslim in order to help him in his need rather 
than sit in the mosque of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and perform 1‘tikaf. God 
Bhall fill the heart of that man with His favour on Dooms- 
day who controlled his rage at a time when he could give 
vent to his fury, if he bo wished. And the person who 
aooompanied his brother in order to help satisfy his need 
and actually provided for his need shall be rewarded with 
the favour of God on Doomsday when the other people will 
be staggering, this person will walk with a firm gait”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : “Any man who provides for the 
need of his brother, Allah shall always keep fulfilling the 
needs of that man. And any person who alleviates some 
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Wship of a Muslim, Allah on Doomsday shall rumor, on, 
of his hardships out of ths many hardships of that day". 

[BukhM, Muslim) 
Ihe Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bp 
upon him) also affirmed: “Allah continues to help a man 
as long as he continues to help his brother.” (Tirmidhi) 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with 
him) has reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and blesB- 
ings of Allah be upon him) observed: “The reward and 
blessing for the act of providing for the need of a brother 
Muslim exceeds the reward and blessing for performing an 
I’tikaf for a period of ten years.” (Tohroni) 

Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with him) states that the 
Holy Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: "A Muslim who conveys a message of 
felicity and happiness to a brother Muslim and thus affords 
him happiness, Allah shall, on Doomsday, make this 
messenger happy.” (: Tabarani ) 

19. Be a trustworthy confident. If a friend, relying on your 
good faith, confides his secret in you, you should safeguard 
his Becret. Do not betray the confidence of your friend. 
Make your heart an iron vault for the safe keeping of 
secrete, so that friends may take oounsel with you without 
hesitation and also in order that you may proffer good 
advice to your friends and extend your full co-operation to 
them. 

Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) narrates: 
“When Hafsa (Allah be pleased with her) was widowed, I 
called on ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) and said to 
\liim: '.'If you are agreeable I should give Hafsa in marriage 
to you.” ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) answered: “I 
shall think over the matter”. I waited for his message for 
many nights. Later ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) 
met me and said: “I have no intention of marrying at the 
moment”. I then went to see Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased 
with him) and proposed: “If yod Wish you may take Hafsa 
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(Allah be pleased with her) as your wife”. Abu Bakr (Allah 
be pleased with him) kept silent and made no answer. I 
was offended at the silence of Abn Bakr (Allah be pleased 
with him). I was more deeply offended with him than even 
at the response of ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him). 
Many days passed and one day the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent me a proposal to 
marry Hafaa (God be pleasad with her). I accepted the 
proposal and gave Hafsa (Allah be pleased with her) in 
marriage to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). Later one day Abu Bakr (Allah be 
pleased with him) met me and said: “You talked to me 
concerning Hafsa (Allah be pleased with her) and I kept 
silent. My response might have caused you some pain.” I 
replied: “Yes, I did feel sore at your silence”. Abu Bakr 
(Allah be pleased with him) thereupon told me: “I knew that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) himself intended to send a proposal for marriage with 
Hafsa (Allah he pleased with her). The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) had confided this 
secret to me and I did not intend to reveal it. If the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had not 
expressed his intention concerning Hafsa (Allah be pleased 
with her), I would certainly have accepted your proposal.” 

(Bukhciri) 

Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with him) relates: “One 
day I was playing with boys of my age when the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) arrived 
and blessed us with 'salam’ (peace he on you). The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) told me 
his need and sent me on some errand. The errand took 
rather a long while. When it was over and I reached home 
late my mother enquired: “Where have you been for so 
long?” I answered: “The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) had sent me on an errand”. She 
asked: “What for?” I said: "It is a secret matter”. There- 
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upon my mother advised me: “Look, do not reveal the 
secret of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he 
upon him) to anyone”. {Mvtlim) 

20. Your moral conduct towards the people should be 
characterised by a cosmopolitan, vast, comprehensive, and 
tolerant outlook, so that people of every taste and temper, 
thought and ideal may feel an uncommon sense of attrac- 
tion towards you. Keeping in view the particular taste, 
viewpoint and temperament of every one, behave towards 
each person so wisely that no one ’ b feelings are hurt. Do 
not adopt the unwise attitude of measuring everyone 
according to your own particular standard of propriety, nor 
make an absurd and unsuccessful attempt to mould every 
one acoording to your own taste and temprament. The 
variety of tastes and temperaments is a beauty of Nature. 
Do not deform the beauty of Nature for the sake of 
acquiring artificial beauty. Keep your relations according 
to the nature of acquaintance and the temperament of your 
friends, give them respect and importance accordingly and 
keep them attached in bonds of friendship with you by 
means of your own liberal behaviour and good character. 

An all-round genius as the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was, men of all tastes and 
temperaments found consolation and contentment in his 
august company. Nobody felt any uneasiness due to the 
magnanimous toleration and extraordinary charitable 
nature of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). The august company of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) included embod- 
iments of toleration and affection like Abu Bakr (God be 
pleased with him) and men of iron nature and courage like 
‘Umar Farooq (God be pleased with him), pacifists who 
trembled at the prospect of war like Hassan b. Thabit 
(God be pleased with him) as well as the gallant victor of 
Khybar Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him). There was 
Abu Dhar Ghifari (God be pleased with him) a saintly, 



gloomy figure as well as ‘Abdul Rahman b. ‘Auf (God be 
pleased with him) sumptuously rich and elegant in person. 
It was by virtue of the cosmopolitan outlook, excellent 
conduct, deep love for humanity and the highest degree of 
statesmanship of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) that men of divergent personalities were 
extremely devoted to the person of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and the Prophet 
of Allah (peace and blessingB of Allah be upon him) him- 
self treated everyone of them with such deep consideration 
that every one thought himself the most favourite friend 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). Again, it was owing to this cosmopolitan moral view- 
point, statesmanship, wisdom and unique selflessness that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) formed that matchless group of illustrious Companions 
(God be pleased with them), who despite their variegated 
natures and temperaments, were welded together in a unique 
combination characterised by uncommon unity, co-operation 
and enviably deep mutual love and affection. The mankind 
as a whole may rightly consider thiB era as the essence and ■ 
substance of its long existence so far. 

Your friendships, in fact, can only be successful and 
long-lasting when your collective attitudes and behaviour 
reflect rationality, liberalism, patience and tolerance, forbear- 
ance and magnanimity, forgiveness and selflessness, mutual 
understanding and humility, submissiveness, mutual 
accommodation of eaoh other’s sentiments and due consider- 
ation of each other’s interests in every day life. You may 
jadge from the following few references from the life of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
how considerate, magnanimous, liberal, forbearing and 
tolerant was the Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) towards the natural needs, feelings and 
frailties of human beings: 

* “I come to offer prayer and wish to prolong 
the prayers. Bat I hear some infant crying on the woman’s 



side and I shorten my prayers, for I cannot afford to pat 
the mother of the child to inconvenience by prolonging the 
prayers”. ^ukhM) 

* Hadrat Malik bin al Hnwarith states : “Some of 
ns young men of the same age group paid a visit to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in 
order to leam religion from him. We stayed with the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) for 
twenty days. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was very kind and tender in his dealings. 
At the end of our twenty days’ stay, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) felt that we were 
anxious to return home. The Prophet of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired from us: “Tell ine 
about the people you have left behind at home". We 
related to him (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
the affairs of our households in detail. Whereupon the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
commanded us: “Go back to your wives and children. 
While living among them teach them everything you have 
learnt here and urge them to oberve piety Tell them the 
proper timings for offering prayers. When the time for 
prayer comes, one of you should call the people for prayers 
by saying Adhan and he who excels in knowledge and good 
moralB among all of you, should act aB leader in the prayer’ . 

(Bukhari Muslim) 

* Hadrat Mu’awiya b. Hakam Sulami (Allah be pleased 
with him) relates one of his own experiences as follows : 

“I was saying prayers behind the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) when a man sneezed. 
Forgetting that I was saying my prayers I spontaneously 
replied <*iil Ytxrhamakallah whereupon the people 

stared in rebuke at me. I said to them : “May-God protect 
you, why do you stare at me 1” I felt, however, that 
■ the people wanted me to observe silence, so I kept mum. 
When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 'Allah be 
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npon him) had finished the prayers— May my father and 
mother be sacrificed for him, for never had I seen nor saw 
afterwards anyone who was a better teacher and guide 
than the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 

upon him) he did not reproach me, neither beat me, nor. 

rebuked me. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
only observed: “This is worship and it is not proper to talk 
in the prayer. Prayer is meant to announce the purity of 
God, to acknowledge His Greatness and to recite the 
Qur’an.” [Muslim) 

21. Be very much particular in prayers. Pray for your friends 
and request them to remember you in their prayers. Pray 
for your friends in their presence as well as in their absence 
Think of your friends and pray for them by name in 
their absence. Hadrat 'Umar (Allah be pleased with 
him) reports: “I requested leave of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to perform 
‘Umrah. Granting the leave, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “O My brother, 
do not forget us in your prayers’. Hadrat ‘Umar (God be 
pleased with him) says: “I felt so happy on hearing this 
observation of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) that I would not have felt happier had 
I been offered the whole world”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : ‘‘When a Muslim says a prayer for 
his brother Muslim in absentia, Allah accepts his prayer and 
appoints one of his angels on the Muslim who is offering 
the prayer so that when this Muslim prays for his brother 
Muslim the angel says: "Amen, you shall receive from 
Allah for yourself too what you are asking for your brother.” 

(.Muslim) 

Beseech Allah in your sincere prayers: ‘‘Allah, clear our 
hearts of all grudge, vendetta, enemity and misunderstand, 
ing and tie us with bonds of sincerity and love. Make our 
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relationships pleasant fay means of mutual cooperation and 
love". Say this prayer of the Holy Qur’an also : 

M j jLi'illi a! I U jAt>\ U j j 

• J dUI t-jj j<*iU U-ijU (J 
*\ * 

Rabbanaghfirlana wall ikhwaninalladhina eabaquna 
billmani tvala taj’al fl quliibina ghillallilladhlna dmanu 
rabbana innaka raufwrahlm. 

"Our Lord ! Forgive us and our brethren who were 
before us in the faith, and place not in our hearts any 
ranoour towards those who believe. Our Lord; Thou art full 
of pity, Merciful.” (59 : 10) 



Etiquettes for 
The Host 

1. Express your joy and love on the arrival of a guest. Greet 
him with a cheerful heart. Welcome him with open arms 
and show him every mark of respect and honour. Do not 
display stinginess, indifference, cold attitude or resent- 
ment. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

“The people who believe in God and the Day of 
Judgement should show hospitality to their guests”. 

(Bukhari, Muslim) 

Hospitality inoludes all those matters which aro 
essential for showing due respect and honour to the guest 
and to make provisions for his comfort, peace, happiness 
and fulfilment of his needs. Showing respect to your guest 
means treating your guest with politeness and in good 
cheer ; to entertain him with pleaBant conversation, to make 
provisions for his rest and relaxation ; to introduce him to 
your other respectable friends ; to look after his needs, to 
arrange provisions of food and drink for him with a liberal 
and generous mind and to give personal service and atten 
tion to all the requirements of your friend. 

“ Whenever respectable guests paid a visit to him, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to attend to their hospitality himself”. 

“Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) served meals to his guest he (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to prompt the guest 

371 
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repeatedly to partake more of the food. When the guest 
had taken to his fill and expressed inability to eat more, it 
was then that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) ceased urging him to take more. 

2. When a guest arrives, say Salam (peace be on you) to him 
and pray for him. Then enquire about his health. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms i 

SI Jl j*— 1 |*JLj I — * 

«Y#-Y* ohjlJJU . Jtf . uSC OuJ 

Hoi aWfea hadithu daifi lbrahlma-Umukramina idh 
dakhalu ‘alaihi faqalu saldmd. Qala salam. 

“Hath the story of Abraham’s honoured guests reached 
thee (O Muhammad) when they came in onto him and said: 
“Salam” Hadrat Ibrahim answered salam’. (51 : 24-26) 
3 Show generous hospitality to your guests and offer them 
the best that is readily available. On arrival of his guests, 
Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be on him) at once got busy in 
making arrangements for their dinner. He (peace be upon 
him) had a fat calf in his home, which he slaughtered and 
got it roasted for his guests. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 

. 1*4*11 O/J *!»*» “-I*' jl £ -\jJ 
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Fardgha ild ahlihi fajd'abi-'ijlin samlnin faqarrabaku 
ilathim. (51 : 26-27) 

“Then lie went apart unto his housefolk and brought a 
fatted calf roasted for the guests ; and presented it before 
them”. 
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that Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) went inside his 
home to make arrangements for the feast without informing 
any one lest the guests should feel informal or forbid 
preparation of food for them for fear of causing inconveni-’ 
ence to the host. In that case, it would not be possible 
for the host to entertain his guests. 

Hadrat Abu Sharih, in his report of the manner in 
whioh the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has urged the Muslims to show hospitality to 
their guests, states as follows : 

“I saw with my two eyes and heard with mine two 
ears when the Holy Prophet 'peace and blessings of Allah 
bo upon him) was delivering this oounsel : “The people who 
believe in God and the Day of Judgment should show 
hospitality to their guests. The first night and first day of 
his stay is the prized day and night for you”. 

(Bukhari I Muslim) 

To attribute ‘In’am’ (reward) to the first night and first 
day of the guest’s stay implies that as the munificent feels 
spiritual oontentment on giving away (reward with 
deep sentiments of joy and love, a similar behaviour should 
be displayed by the host towards the guest on the first night 
and first day of his stay with him. Likewise as the benefici- 
ary receives the (reward) with joy and happiness deeming 
it as his rightful due and appreciates the munifioence of 
his benefaotor, a similar attitude should be adopted by the 
guest towards his host during the first night and first day 
of his stay with him. The guest should not stand on 
formality and ought to accept the offerings of the host with 
sentiments of joy and close fellowship considering the 
host’s hospitality towards him as his rightful due. 

4. As soon as the guest arrives, think first of his natural 
human needs. Make discreet enquiries as to whether he 
wishes to use the toilet or bathroom. Arrange a bath for 
him, if it is required. Even though it m*y be a late hour 
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for mealg, aak your guest if he wants to eat or drink in inch 
a discreet manner that he should not deoline as a matter 
of formality. Show your guest bis bwf room where he is 
to stay. 

6. Do not pester your guest with your sonstant company. 
Similarly do not keep him awake late in the night talking 
or discussing matters. Allow him sufficient time to reBt so 
that he may not feel inconvenient. When the guests paid 
a visit to him, Had rat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) left 
them alone for a while and went inside hit home to prepare 
a feast for the guests. 

6. Do feel pleasure when the guests are dining with you. Do 
not show any signs of stinginess, annoyance or weariness. 
The guest is not a burden, but a souroo of blessing, grace 
and Divine favour. Whomsoever God sends to you as a 
guest, He send s provisions for the guest also. The guest oats 
with you whatever was deoreed for him ; he does not eat 
your share of the divine bounty. The visit of a guest adds 
to your honour and dignity. 

7. Protect the honour and dignity of your guest and oonsider 
his honour and dignity as vital as your own. In case any 
one poB6B a threat to the honour of your guest, you should 
consider it a challenge to your own honour and 
conscience. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms that when the people of the 
habitation assaulted the guests of Hadrat Lut (peace be 
upon him) with evil intentions, Hadrat Lut (peace be upon 
him) rose np in their defence and declared : “These people 
are my guests. Do not disgrace me by treating them 
offensively. I hold their disgrace as an offence against my 
own person”. 

, , , t i . m • „ „ t I s , - 

0 01 JLi 



275 


Qala inna kaolai daifl fala iafdahuni uialtaqullaha wa 
la tukhziin. 

“He said : Lo t they are my guests. Affront me not 1 
And fear Allah and shame me not”. (22 : 68-9) 

8. Observe all the etiquettes * of hospitality with deep 
enthusiasm and eagerness for three days. The guest has a 
right over you to entertain him for three days and a 
believer should always be extremely generous in discharging 
their obligations. On the first day the guest should be 
shown speoial hospitality . , Henoe make sumptuous arrange- 
monts for the entertainment of your guest. On the subsequ- 
ent two days it does not matter if that level of sumptuous 
entertainment cannot be maintained. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) haB observed : 
j =- - 
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Wad’diyafatu thalathata ayySmin famt ba'da dhdlilca fa 
hu wa lahu sadaqatun. ( Bukhari , Muslim). 

“And hospitality is ordained for three days. Later 
whatever entertainment the hoBt offers to his guest is a 
charity on his part”. 1 

9. Consider rendering service to the guest as your moral duty. 
Do not consign your guest to the care of your servants and 
children. Instead devote yourself personally to the 
service of your guest. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah he upon him) used to look after the 
entertainment of the guests personally. When- HadTaf 
Imam Shafi ‘ (God be merciful to him) paid a visit to Imam 
Malik (God be merciful to him), he was received with every 
mark of honour and respect due to a guest and was lodged 
in his bed room to sleep for the night. At dawn Imam 
Shafi (God be merciful to him) heard a knock on the door 
and a voice said in affectionate tones : “May God show you 
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His Mercy 1 Arise, the hour of prayer has come”. Imam 
Shafi (Allah be merciful to him) at once got up and found 
Imam Malik (Allah be merciful to him) standing on the 
door with a vessel full of water in his hand. At this. Imam 
Shaf'i (Allah be merciful to him) felt some embarrassment, 
noticing which Imam l|alik (Allah be merciful to him) 
remarked in deep affection “Never mind, brother, it is 
obligatory to look after the guests”. 

10. Having lodged the guest, tell him the looation of the toilet ; 
provide him with a vessel of water ; point out the direction 
of the Qiblah, and supply him with a prayer-mat. The 
servant of Imam Malik (Allah be merciful to him), having 
lodged Imam Shaf'i (Allah be meroiful to him) in a room 
submitted to him : “Hadrat 1 This is the direction of 
the Qiblah ; the vessel of water is placed here and the toilet 
is located this way”. 

11. At dinner time wash your hands first and reach the table 
before your guests wash their hands. When Imam Malik 
(God be meroiful to him) observed this etiquette. Imam 
Shafi'i (God be merciful to him) asked him the significance 
of this gesture. Thereupon Imam Malik (God be merciful 
to him) observed, “Before starting the meal the host 
should wash his hands first and reach the dining place 
before his guests in order to greet them at the meal. At 
the end of the meal, however, it is the guests whose hands 
should be washed first and the host should wash his hands 
laBt of all lest some more guests should drop in before 
the host gets up from the dining plaoe.” 

12. The quantity of food and the number of plates should be 
somewhat in excess of the actual number of guests. It is 
possible that someone might turn up during the meal. In 
that case, the host will have to get up and take the extra 
trouble of making further arrangements. If the provisions 
and plateB are already there the new gueBt will be saved 
from embarrassment and will rather feel happy and 
honoured. 
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13. Show selflessness and sacrifice in the case of a guest. Provide 
comfort to him at the cost of your own convenience. 

One day a person came to the presence of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and. 
submitted : *'0 Prophet of Allah (peace and hlessings of 
Allah be upon yon) 1 I am in a terrible agony of hunger". 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he upon 
him) sent word to one of hia holy wives (Allah be pleased 
with them) : “Send whatever food is available". The 
answer he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
received was : "In the name of Allah Who has sent you as 
His Apostle, there is nothing except water available here". 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) thereupon sent the same message to a second wife and 
reoeived the some reply. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) made enquiries from each of his 
wives, but answer was invariably the same. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) then 
turned towards his companions and observed ; “Who among 
you will accept this man as his guest for tonight”. A 
companion from among the Ansar (Allah bo pleased with 
him) submitted : “O Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon you), I accept this man as my guest”. 

The Ansari (Allah be pleased with him) there- 
upon toot the guest to his house and told his wife : 
“I have brought a guest from the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) with me. Show him some 
hospitality”. The wife answered : “T have just enough food 
for children and no more”. The illustrious companion (God 
be pleased with him) said : “Put the children to sleep by 
diverting their attention to some thing else and when you 
serve the meal before the guest, extinguish the lamp on 
some pretext and Bit down beside the guest so that he may 
feel we are sharing the meal with him”. In this manner, 
the guest ate to his fill, but the hosts passed the night on 
an empty stomach. Next morning when this illustrious 
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Companion (Allah be pleased with him) reached the presence 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be npon 
him), the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be npon 
him) on beholding him observed : The goodness both of 
yoa displayed towards your guest has won you the immense 
pleasure of God”. {Bukh&ri, Muslim) 

14. Even if your guest haB treated you with bad manners and 
given you a cold shoulder on some occasion in the past, 
behave towards him with generosity, liberality and 
magnanimity. 

Hadrat Abul-Ahwas Jashmi (God be pleased with 
him^ relates about his father that once he submitt- 
ed to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) : “If I come across someone and he does not 
perform his duty of hospitality and entertainment towards 
me and later if he happens to meet me, is it obligatory 
upon me to show him hospitality ? Or should I act towards 
him in the same impolite and indifferent manner 1 The 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : “No, you should perform your obligation of 
hospitality towards him in any case”. (Mishkat) 

15. Make a request to your guest to offer a prayer invoking the 
favour and grace of God on you, especially when the guest 
is a man of piety, a devotee of religion and a person of 
excellent faith. Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Busr (Allah be 
pleased with him) reports : “The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be npon him) once stayed as ft guest 
with my father. We presented to him a dish of ‘Harisa’. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) ate Borne of it. Afterwards we offered some dates. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) ate the dates and taking the kernels between the two 
forefingers of his hand, cast them away. Finally we 
presented a drink. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) took some draughts of it and passed it on to the next 
person Bitting on his right. When the Holy Prophet (peace 
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and blessings of Allah be upon him) got up to leave, my 
father took hold of the bridle of his horse and submitted : 
“0 Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
you) ! Pray for us". Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) prayed for him. 

• >••• - •>, i ■ . • >- • - *«» 
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Allahumma bSrik lahum fima razaqtahum waghfir lahum 
toarhamhum. ( Tirmidhi ) . 

“O God 1 Bless the provisions you have vouchsafed 
to them with Thy increased bounty, grant them salvation 
and show them Thy Mercy". 



Etiquettes 
for Guest 

1. When yon pay a visit to someone as a gueet, do take some 
gifts for the host or for his children according to your 
means. Keep in mind the taste and liking of your host 
whjle choosing gift, for him. Exchange of presents and 
gifts augments sentiments of lore and promotes intimate 
relationship. The gift creates a soft corner in the heart of 
the receiver for the donor. 

2. Do not stay for more than three days as a gueet with any 
one, save under special circumstances or when the host 
insists on your staying with him for a longer period. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirms : 

“It is not permissible for a gueBt to stay so long with 
the host as to cause him trouble”. ( Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad ) 

‘Sahih Muslim’ reports : “It is not permissible for a 
Muslim to stay so long with his brother os to make him a 
sinner”. The people submitted : “0 Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you ! How will a 
Muslim make his brother a sinner in this manner ”? By 
Btaying so long with his brother that his brother may be 
exhausted of all means of entertaining him”. 

3. Do not always be a gueet of others. Invite others also to 
be your guests and entertain them liberally. 

4. When you go to stay as a guest with somebody, take 
necessary baggage and bedding etc. according to the season 
along with yon. In winter, especially, never forget to take 
the bedding with you, otherwise the host will be put to 
extreme hardship. It is highly improper that the guest 
shall in any way become an unbearable burden for the hoBt. 
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G. Keep in mind the engagements and duties of your host. 
Take care that your host’s occupation, duties and engage- 
ments are not in any way disturbed by your presence as a 
guest with him. 

6. Do not make all sorts of demands on your host. Be content 
with whatever provisions be makes for your comfort and 
entertainment and thark him for this. Do not put him in 
any extraordinary trouble. 

7- If your host’s women are not your close or blood relation, 
avoid entering into conversation with them without reason. 
Do not eavesdrop on the mutua] conversation of your host’s 
women. Behave yourself in such a manner that your con- 
versation or conduct dceB not become a nuisance for them. 
Do not violate the privacy and the limitations of Purdah in 
any case. 

8. If for 8001. reason you do not wist to eat with your host, 
or you are observing a fast, excuse yourself politely and 
say a prayer invoking the Grace and Blessings of Allah 
upon your host. 

When Hadrat Ibrahim {peace be upon him) presented 
a sumptuous meal to his venerable guests and the guests 
would not partake of it, Hadrat Ibrahim (peace he upon 
him) said to them: “Gentlemen, why don’t you eat 1“ 
In a bid to put Hadrat Ibrahim at ease the angels sub- 
mitted : “Please do not take it ill. As a matter of fact, 
we cannot eat. We have come only to convey the glad 
tidings of the birth of a talented son to you”. 

9. When you attend a feast, say a prayer at the end of 

the meal invoking Allah to bless the host with extensive 
means, grace, favour, salvation and His Mercy. Hadrat 
Abu Afchhim b. Tahan (Allah be pleased with him) once 
invited the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and his illustrious Companions (Allah be pleased 
with them) to a feast. When the meal was over, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : “Reward your brother”. The illustrious 

Companions (God be pleased with them) submitted : 
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“How can we reward him, 0 Prophet of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon you) 1” The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“When a man pays a visit to his brother and eats and 
drinks there, he can reward his brother by praying for 
God’s favour and blessings upon his brother”. 

(Abu Dawud) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) once visited the house of Hadrat Sa‘d b, 
‘Ubadah (Allah be pleased with him). Hadrat Sa‘d (God be 
pleased with him) presented to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) bread and olive oil. 
The Prophet of Allah (peace and blessing of Allah be upon 
him) took the meal and then prayed for him : 

C-L> j |*0 Ul» JSI j ^Uil 

A/tara ' indakum-us-ea' imuna wa akala ta‘ amakvm-ul- 
abrdru wa sallat ’alaikum-ulmald’ikah. (Abu Dawud ) 

“May the fasting people break their fasts with your 
provisions 1 May the pious partake of your meals and 
may the angels pray for Allah’s Mercy and forgiveness for 
you”. 



Etiquettes 
of Sittings 

1. Try to keep oompany with persona of good character . 

2. Join in the conversation that is going on among those present 
in the company. To exclude yourself from the conversation 
and to sit in company with a frowning face betrays a haughty 
attitude. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon jhim) used to take an aotive part in the conver- 
sation among his illustrious companions (Allah be pleased 
with them). Do not adopt a gloomy attitude or a posture of 
depression while sitting in a company. Wear a smile on 
your face and sit in the company in a fresh and joyous 
mood. 

3. Try that the remembrance of Allah and the life in the Here- 
after should form part of discussion in each of your meet- 
ings . When you feel that the interest of the participants is 
lagging in conversation on religiouB matters , change your 
topic to worldly issues. Later when a suitable opportunity 
arises make a discreet effort to bring the talk round to 
religions topics again. 

4. When you go to a meeting take a seat wherever you find 
room. Do not make a bid to move ahead by pushing 
through or jumping over the heads or shoulders of the 
people. Such oonduot causes inconvenience to those who 
came early and took their seats first and the man who 
indulges in such impolite behaviour reflects a sense of 
self-importance and haughtiness. 

5. In a meeting, do not try to dislodge a person from his seat 
in order to occupy it yourself. This is a very bad habit. 
Such conduct provokes hatred and ill-will in the hearts of' 



284 


others and betrays a Bense of self-assertion and a haughty 
attitude towards others. 

6. In a meeting where people are sitting around in a oircle, do 
not sit in the centre of the circle. Such a behaviour is not 
only ridiculous, but extremely improper. Tho Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has 
cursed such defaulters. 

7. Do not try to grab the seat of a person who leaves his 
seat for a while. Keep his seat reserved until he returns. 
However, if it is known that the person will not return, you 
are free to take the seat previously occupied by him. 

8. Do no't separate two persons sitting together in some 
gathering without seeking their permission. They might 
be sitting together because of intimacy, love or for some 
other reason and separation may hurt their feelings. 

9. Avoid sitting at a place of distinction in a gathering. If you 
pay a visit to somebody’s house, don’t try to take a seat 
of distinction, save in case the boBt himself insists on your 
taking Buoh a seat. Always sit in the meeting in a respect- 
ful manner. Do not spread your feet or stretch your legs. 

10. Do not make a bid to always sit near the person presiding 
the meeting. Sit wherever you find room, and leave 
space for those who arrive after you to find a place to sit 
conveniently. In case a greater number of people arrive to 
attend the meeting, you should try to adjust yourself in a 
smaller space and generously leave room for the new 
comers to find a seat. 

11. Do not stand before or around someone, even to show 
respect as it iB against Islamic etiquette. 

12. No two persons should talk to each other in confidence in a 
gathering or sitting. This annoys others and creates 
a feeling that they do not deserve to be taken into confi- 
dence. It may also create a misunderstanding among others 
that the two persons are perhaps engaged in back-biting 
against others present over there. 
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13. Seek the permission of the chairman before you say anything 
in a meeting. While you speak or take part in question and 
answers, do not assume such role as if you are presiding over 
the meeting. It may be taken as an attempt to impose your- 
self upon others as well as an insult to the chairman of the 
meeting. 

14. Only one man should apeak at a time. Eaoh one should be 
heard with full attention. Eagerness to express himself 
first in a meeting may create chaos and pandemonium. 

15. The matters discussed in confidence in the meeting must not 
be spread everywhere. The participants are under obligation 
to guard the secrets of the meeting. 

16. Do not broach another issue until the- meeting concludes 

discussion about the matter under consideration. Do not 
interrupt a speaker in order to start speaking yourself. 
In case, it is imperative for you to speak up at once, you 
should do so with the permission of the speaker. 

17. In the oourse of the proceedings, the Chairman of the 
meeting should pay equal attention to all members. He 
should address the meeting turning towards right and left 
so that each side receives the benefit of attention. The 
Chairman should allow the p&rtioipants a right to express 
their views. 

18. Say this prayer before dispersing the meeting. The meeting 
should not end without offering this prayer: 
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-4ZZoAumma?«m Zona win khaahyatika mi tahulu 
bainana tea baina ma'aiyatika tea min ta’atika ma 
tuballighuni biki jannatalca. Wa min-al-yaqlni mi 
tah&nu bihi 'alaini madartud-dunya. Allahumma 
matti'na bi-asmi'ina wa quwwatind ma ahyiitani waj- 
' alhul-waritha minni. Waj'al thaarani ' ali man 
zalamani wansurni 'ala man 'idana wa li taj’al 
muaibatani fl dlnina tea Id taj'al-td-dunyi akbara 
hummina wa la mablagha ‘ilmini wala tusallil 
'alaini mania yarhamuna. ( Tirmizi ) 

“God, grant us Thy tear and Mercy whioh may Btand 
between us and diaobedienoe to Thee. Vouchsafe to 
us that devotion whioh may entitle ua to Thy Paradise. 
Give us Buch deep Faith which may render all wordly 
loBfies as worthless for ns. God, grant ua the favour of 
utilising our sense of hearing, sight and physical, strength 
to our advantage and oontinue this favour even after we 
are no more. Take our revenge from him who oppresses 
us. Grant us victory over him who shows enmity towards 
ua. Do not put us to trial conoertiing religion. Do not make 
worldly goods the chief objects of our lives. Do not make 
this world the limit of our knowledge and wisdom, nor 
entrust us under the charge of a person who shows no 
mercy to ua.” 



Etiquettes 
of Greetings 

1. Say ‘Assalamo-'Alaikum’ on meeting a Muslim brother in 
order to express your feeling of attachment and felicity. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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‘Wa idha ja'akalladhfna yu'minuna bidydtina faqul 
saldmun ‘alailevm. (g : 54) 

“And when those who believe in our revelations come 
unto thee say : Peace be unto you”. 

This verse which is addressed to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) indirectly 
teaches a moral etiquette to the entire Ummah i.e. when* 
ever two Muslims meet each other, they should exchange 
feelings of love and felicity with each other, and the best 
meanii of doing this is that they should pray for the sal- 
vation and well-being of each other. One should say 
‘Assalamo-'Alaikum’ ; the other should respond with 'Wa 
'Alaikumus aalam Offering the salam is a means of 
maintaining and augmenting love and affection. 

The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed : 


“You cannot enter Paradise until you acquire piety 
and you cannot attain piety unless you learn to love each 
other. Let me tell you a device. If you use it, you will 
287 
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learn to lore each other. Make the praotioe of offering 
salam to each other common among you”. (MishlcSt) 

2. Always say ‘salam’ after the Islamio fashion. In personal 
conversation or in correspondence, you must use these 
words of greeting which have been prescribed by the Holy 
Qur’an and Sunnah. Do not avoid the usage of this 
Islamic etiquette of greeting, nor use substitnte words or 
expressions prescribed by modern Booiety. This Islamio 
mode of greeting is not only very simple, meaningful, and 
impressive but also a comprehensive prayer for salvation 
and peace. The significance of your offering a Balam to 
your Muslim brother is very vast. ‘Assalamo-'AIaikum’ 
implies ‘May Allah bless you with all kinds of peace and 
salvation’; 'May Allah proteot your life and property’; 'May 
Allah protect your hearth and home ; May He keep your 
family and relations in safety’ ; 'May Allah safeguard your 
faith and belief’ ; May you live in peace in this world and 
in the world Hereafter’ ; ‘May God vouchsafe to you graoes 
of whioh I know and graces of which I have no knowledge’ ; 
I bear deep sentiments of good-will, love and sinoerity, 
safety and peaoe for you. Hence do not have fear on my 
acoount. You will never oome to harm from any deed of 
mine’. By adding ‘Alif’ and 'Lam’ to the world ‘salam’ 
and saying ‘Assalamo-'AIaikum’, you offer all the good 
prayers for the addressee. Just imagine what better words 
than ‘Assalamo-'AIaikum' can be used for expressing heart- 
felt felicity, sincerity, love, goodwill and devotion to the 
person whom you meet, provided these words are uttered 
with full awareness of their significance. When you greet 
your brother with the words ‘Assalamo-'AIaikum’, you in 
fact invoke the blessings of Allah to proteot your brother ; 
you invoke the blessings of Him Who is the Fountain of 
all good and Whose Being is synonymous with peace and 
salvation. ‘Assalam’ is one of the attributes of Allah and a 
person can attain peace and salvation only at the goodwill 
of the Almighty and whomsoever He denies salvation is 
deprived of it in both worlds. 
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good. They say : Peace be unto yon I Enter the garden 
because of what ye used to do”. 

When theee God-fearing people will arrive at the gates 
of Paradise, the sentinels of Paradise will accord them a 
magnificent welcome with the same words : 
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If a alqalladhinattaqau rabbahum ilal jannali zumari 
haltd idha ji'iiha tea futihat abwibuha wa q&la lahvm 
khazanatuhS salimun * alaikum tibtum fadkhuluha 
khdlidin. (39 : 73) 

“And those who keep their duty to their Lord are 
driven unto the gardens in troops till when they reach 
and the gates thereof are opened and the warders thereof 
Bay unto them : Peace be unto you ! You are good so 
enter you (the garden) to dwell therein forever”. 

And when they shall have entered Paradise, the angels 
will enter from all the Gates of Paradise and say ‘Asa alamo - 
‘Alaikum* to them. 
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Wal mald'ikatu yadkhuluna ‘alaihim min kulli bibin 
aaUrnuu ‘alaikum bima sabartum fani'ma * uqbaddir . 

“And the angels shall arrive to offer them welcome 
from each Gate of Paradise and say to them : {Q* ’'(OL. 
Salimun- 1 alaikum. This is the recompense for your patience 
and steadfast conduct. Hence how excellent is this eternal 
home”. 
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The people of Paradise will also greet each other with 
the same words : 

* - - «♦ •«* - - « -• on, 

Da'wahum flha aubhanaka allahumma too tahiyyatn- 
humfiha salam . 

“And therein their tongues shall pronounoe. “0 God 1 
Thou art Pure and Supreme” and they shall pray for each 
other in these words : “Salam” be on you”. 

Even God^hall send them greetings of ‘Kni a™ ’ an( j 
‘Blessings’. 
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Inna as-habal jannatil-yauma ft ahughulin falcihuna 
hum tva azwajuhum fl zilalin ‘alal ar&'ilei muUaki'Una 
lahum flha fakiha-tun walahum ma yadda'&n. Saldmun 
qaulan min rabbirrahtm. (36 : 55-58) 

“Lo ! those who merit paradise this day are happily 
employed, they and their wives in pleasant shade on thrones 
reclining ! Theirs the fruit and theirs that they ask ; the 
word from a Merciful lord is peace 1 

In reality, there shall be greetings of ‘Salam’ for the 
believers from all sides in Paradise. 
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La yaama ' unafiha laghumn wa id ta’thlman ilia 
qllan ealdman saldmd . 



“They shall not hear improper absurdities there, nor 

' .° f lin ‘ Thera ,h * !I onl y be greetings of ‘Salam’, 

Salam , on all sides’’. 

In view of these dear injunctions and evidence of the 
Holy Qur’an and Sunnah, it ie not lawful for a believer to 
foreete the manner preecribed by Allah and Hie Prophet 
(peace and bleasinga of Allah be upon him) under 
any oiroumatanoe and adopt other modes of expreeaing love 
and felioity. 

3. Say Salam to every Muslim, whether you have a prior 
acquaintance or connexion with him or not. The condition 

-& at is year. Muslim brother suffices for establishing a 
relationship or making an acquaintance and a Mushm mast 
cherish sentiments of love, sincerity, goodwill and loyalty 
for hiB brother Muslim. A person submitted to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) : “What 
is the most commendable deed in Islam”? The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘‘To 
feed the poor and to offer Salam to every Muslim, whether 
you have a prior acquaintance with him or not”. 

(Bvlek&ri, Muslim) 

4. On entering your house, say ‘Salam’ to members of your 
family. The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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Fa idha dakhaltum buyutan fasallitnd • ala anfusikum 
tahiyyatau win. ‘ indiUahi mubarakatan tayyibatan. 

(24 ; 61). 

"But when ye enter houses salute one another with a 
greeting from Allah blessed and sweet”. 

Ha^rat Anaa (God be pleased with him) reports that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
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him) had advised him : “Dear son ! On entering your 

house, you should first say ‘Salam’ to members of your 
family. This is an act of goodness and blessings for you 
and your family”. (Trimidki). 

Similarly, when you cal] at somebody’s house, say 
‘Slam’ before entering the house. Do not go into the house 
without saying ‘Salam’ first. 
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Ya ayyuhalladhlna amanii Id tadlhulii bvyutan ghaira 
buyutikvm hatta tasta 'nistl wa tusallimu' aid ahliha 

(24 : 27). 

“0 ye who believe ! Enter not houses other than your 
own without first announcing your presence and invoking 
peace upon the folk thereof”. 

When the angels called on Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be 
upon him) as his venerable guests, they offered ‘Salam’ and 
in response Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) also said 
‘Salam’ to them. 

8. Say ’Salam’ to small ohildren also. This is the best means 
of teaching the children the manner of offering ‘Salam’ as 
well as an observance of the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). When Hadrat 
Anas (God be pleased with him) passed near the children, 
he said ‘Salam’ to them and observed that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to do the 
same”. (BukhSri, Mutlim). 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, ‘Umar (God be pleased with 
him) used to write ‘Slam’ in his letters to ohildren also. 

(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 

6. Women can offer ‘Salam’ to men ; likewise men can offer 
‘Salim* to women. Hadrat Asm a Angaria (God be pleased 




with her) states : "I was sitting among my lady friends 
when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) passed by us. He (peace and blessings of Allah 
bu upon him) offered ‘Salam’ to us. (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad 

Umm Hani (Qod be pleased with her) states : “I oame to • 
the presence of Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) was taking a bath at that time. When I offered 
‘Salam’ to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him), he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
enquired about me. I submitted : Umm Ham. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said : 
“Most Welcome.” (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 

7 Accustom yourself to say ‘Salam’ as often as possible and 
never miss the opportunity of saying ‘Salam’ — — Say 
‘Salam’ to each other as often sb possible. The act of offering 
‘Salam’ promotes love and in recompense for this act, God 
grants protection from all pain or loss. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

“Let me tell you a devioe, whioh will promote love and 
friendship among you. Say Salam to each other as often 
as possible”, (Muslim) 

In addition, the Holy Prophet (peace and blesaings of 
Allah be upon him) also observed : “Make the praotioe of 
offering ‘Salam’ common among you. God shall grant you 
salvation in recompense”. 

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) reports that 
the illustrious Companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to say ‘Salam’ to each 
other very often. So common and widespread was the 
practice that if at times a Companion went out of sight 
. behind a tree and appeared in view again, he offered ‘Salam* 
again. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 
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“Any person who meets a Muslim brother should say 
■Salam’ to him. Lster if one of them goes out of sight 
behind a tree, wall or a stone and reappears, he should offer 
‘Salam’ once again on seeing his brother". 

(Riydd vs-SMihin). 

Hadrat Tufail (God be pleased with him) reports : "I 
used to call on Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (Allah be pleased 
with him) often and also accompanied him on his trips to 
the bazar. When both of us went to the bazar it was the 

common practice of Hadrat 'Abdnllahibn ‘Umar (God be 

pleased with him) to say ‘Salam’ to every passer-by, may he 
be a junk-man, a shopkeeper or a poor or destitute person. 
In fact he invariably offered ‘Salam’ to every person who- 
ever he may bo”. 

One day when I called on him, he said : “Let us go to 
the bazar”. I submitted : Hadrat (God be pleased with 
you) what will you do in the bazar 1 You never stop to 
mako any purchases, -neither enquire about any goods ; nor 
strike a bargain ; nor attend any company in the bazar. 
Come, sir, let us sit here and talk”. Hadrat Tufail (Allah be 
pleased with him) observed : “0 Abu Ba(an (fat-bellied) ! 

I go to the bazar merely to offer ‘Salam’. Whoever happens 
to meet me I say ‘Salam’ to him”. (Muwatta Imam Malik). 

8. Beware that each Muslim has a right over you to offer him 
‘Salim’. Discharge this obligation towarda a brother 
Muslim open-heartedly and never m ; ss an opportunity to 
say ‘Salam’ to another Muslim. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : “Each Muslim owes an obligation 
to another Muslim to offer him ‘Salam’ whenever they 
happen to meet”. (Muslim) 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be plowed with him) states : 
“The most niggardly person is he who lets go an opport- 
unity to say ‘Salam’,” f AlAdab-uUM ufrad) 

9. Always be the first to say ‘Salam’. If, God forbid, you 
are not on good terms with someone, even then you should 
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bles.LTs“Ta',fri. ttedt0 th “ RO,y Ptfphet (peaoe and 
esings of Allah be upon him) : -Whoa two persons 
happen to meet each other, who should say 'Sal.m' first!" 
The Holy Prophet (peace and hl.,.i„g. of Allih ^ 
him) observed : "He who is bettor than th, other in tee 
eye* 'of God*’. , 

( Ttrmidhl ). 

Hadrat 'Abdullah b. 'Umar (God be pleased with 
him) wee so much particular in being the first to offer 
Balam that no one ever succeeded in beating him in this 
respect. 


1°. Do offer the 'Salam' by word of mouth and say Assalamo. 

Alaikum in a distinct voioe so that the addressee may 
hear it clearly. There it nothing wrong with making a 
sign with your hand or nodding your head if need be along 
w,th saying the 'Salam'. For example if the person to 
whom you wish to offer 'Salam' is out of the reach of your 
voice, or he is unable to hear you because of deafness, you 
must make a gerture of 'Salem' along with uttering 
Assalamo-* Alaikum. 

Hadrat 'Abdullah b. 'Umar (God be pleased with 



him) has observed : “When you offer ‘Salam’ to someone, 
mate sure that he hears it, for ‘Salam’ is the purest and 
the most blissful prayer vouchsafed by God to man”. 

(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad). 

Hadrat Asma’ daughter, of Yazid (God be pleased with 
her) has reported : “ One day the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) passed near the mosque 
where a group of women were seated. While passing by 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) offered ‘Salam’ to the women with a gesture of his 
holy hand”. 

It is evident that the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) made a gesture of the hand 
along with uttering the words Assalamo-'Alaikum. The 
Tradition recorded in the Abu Dawud also confirms this 
point. Hadrat Asma (God be pleased with her) states 
that when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) passed by ns, he offered us ‘Salam’.” It is 
proper, therefore, to make a gesture of the hand or nod 
the head if need be, but the words of ‘Salam’ must be 
uttered all the same. 

It. Be particular in offering ‘Salam’ to your elders. If you are 
walking along and some people are sitting on the way, 
you Bhould be the first to offer them ‘Salam’. When you 
are part of a small group and your small group comes across 
a larger number of people, the smaller group must take the 
initiative in saying the ‘Salam’. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed : 

“The younger should be the first to say ‘Salam’ to the 
elder ; the passer-by should be the first to offer ‘Salam’ to 
those who are sitting ; likewise a smaller group of people 
should take the initiative in saying ‘Salam’ to the larger 
group.” {Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 

12. If you are mounted, you must be the first to say ‘Salam’ 
to the predestrians and to those who are sitting on the 
way. 



' The Holy Piophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

"The mounted should take the initiative in offering 
the ‘Salam’ to the pedestrians ; the pedestrians shonld be 
the first to offer ‘Salam’ to those who are sitting on the 
way ; and a smaller gToup of people should say ‘Salam’ to 
the larger group first”. (Al-Addb-ul-Mufrad). 

13. When you call at somebody’s house and enter his sitting 
room or pass by a crowd or on arrival at a meeting, offer 
■Salam’. Similarly, say ‘Salam’ at the time of taking 
leave. 

“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

“You should offer ‘Salam’ on arrival at a meeting and 
say ‘Salam’ again on leaving the meeting and remember 
that the recompense for the first ‘Salam’ is in no way more 
. than the recompense for the Becond ‘Salam’. (The 
implication is that you shonld not underrate the importance 
of offering ‘Salam’ on taking leave or consider saying of 
‘Salam’ on arrival enough to cover the offering of ‘Salam 
at the time of leaving.)” (Tirmidhi) 

14. On arrival at a meeting, offer ‘Salam’ to the meeting as a 
whole do not offer ‘Salam’ to a particular person by name. 
One day Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) was 
seated in the mosque when a supplicant arrived and offered 
him ‘Salam’ addressing him by name. Hadrat Abdullah 
observed : “God affirmed Truth and the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upou him) fully discharged 
his duty of communicating the Divine Message”. Afterwards 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) went inside 
his home. The people waited, wondering what his words 
meant. At last, when he returned, Hadrat Tariq (God be 
pleased with him) enquired r “Sir we could not grasp 

the sense and substance of your utterance”. Hadrat 
‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) answered : "The 



299 


Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed that when the Doomsday will approach near, the 
people will adopt the custom of saying ‘Salam’ to particular 
persons bv name on arrival at meetings”. 

(A l-AAab-v l - Mufrad). 

15. If an opportunity ariseB to convey ‘Salam’ to an elder, a 
near re'ati ve or friend through somebody else or by means 
of a letter written by someone else, you must take this 
opportunity to commnuicate your ‘Salam’. 

Hadrat ‘Aisha (Allah be pleased with her) states: ‘‘The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed to me, -Aisha, Gabriel says ‘Salam to you’. I 
answered : 

< > „ , . , - ■> - « >»• — * 
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djU— 3 

Wa'alaikumusslamu va rahmatullahi xca barakatuhu. 

(Bukhari, Muslim) 

10. If you arrive at some place where some people are asleep, 
say ‘Salam’ in such a low voice that the wakeful may hear 
it, yet those who are asleep may not be disturbed by your 
voice. 

Hadrat Miqdad (Allah be pleased with him) reports : 
“We used to keep some milk for the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). When the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came 
home late at night, he used to say ‘Salam’ in such a manner 
that those who were asleep might not be disturbed by the 
sound and the wakeful might hear it. So the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came and said 
‘Salam’ as usual. ( Muslim ) 

17. Make a cheerful and happy response to the ‘Salam’. You 
owe this obligation to your Muslim brother who offers you 
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* ‘Salam’. You Bhonld never miss an opportunity to 
respond to the offer of ‘Salam’. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

"A Muslim has five' rights over another Muslim : 

* To make a response to the Salam. 

* To visit him if he is lying iil. 

* To join in the funeral prooeasion. 

* To accept the invitation. 

* To respond to a sneeze”. 

Furthermore the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) enjoined: “Avoid sitting on the 
road sides”. The people submitted: “0 Holy Prophet 
(peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon you): It is an 
unavoidable necessity for us to sit on the roadside.” The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: “If It is unavoidable for you to sit on the 
roadside, then you must discharge oertain obligations 
concerning the roadside.” The people submitted: “What 
are those obligations concerning the roadside t 0 Prophet 
of Allah (peace and blessingB of Allah be upon you)’’l The 
Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: “To keep your eyes cast down, not to cause 
inconvenience, to respond to the ‘Salam’, to preach piety 
and to forbid people to indulge in wicked deeds.” 

18. In response to ‘Salam’, do not just confine yourself to 
saying ‘Ws ‘Alaikumus salam’, but utter the words 
Wa rahmatullahi 1 Wa barakatuhu 
The Holy Qur’an affirms : 

•- -« li- » S , •> t . ) „ , 
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(An -»UH) 



Wa idhd huyyitum bitahiyyattin fdhayyu bi-ahaana tninha 
au rudduhd (4 : 86) 

“And when ye are greeted with a prayer greet ye 
with a better prayer than it or repeat it.” 

The implication is that you should never miss the 
opportunity of responding to the ‘Salam’. Say a better 
prayer in response by adding more words to the ‘Salam’, or 
at least utter the same words. In any case a response to 
‘Salam’ must be made. Hadrat ‘Imran b. Haseen (Allah be 
pleased ^with him) relates: “The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was seated when a man 
came and said Aaaalamo- 1 Alaikum. The Holy 

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
responded to the ‘Salam’ and observed: ‘Ten’ (in other 
words the man had earned ten virtues). Then a second man 
arrived and said, ,*JCU jOLJI Asaalamo-Alaikum 

Wa Rehmatullah. The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) responded to the ‘Salam’ and observed: 
Twenty’ (in other words the man had earned twenty 
virtues). Later a third man oame to the presence and said: 
(*£>Lc Assalamo-'A laikum Wa Rehma- 
tullah Wa Barakatuhu The Holy Prophet (peaoe and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) responded to him and 
observed ‘Thirty* (in other words that man had earned 
thirty virtues). ( Tirmidhi ) 

Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) has reported: 
“Onoe I was riding behind Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased 
with him) and Abu Bakr (God be pleased with him) said: 
(*£jU |OLJI Aasalamo * Alailcum to every one whom we 
passed by and every one responded with the words ,*£, Uj> 
aDI Wa 'Alaikum Assalam Wa Rehmaiulkth. 

And when Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) said: 
Assalamo ‘Alaikum Wa Rehmatullah, the people responded 
with the words: Wa 'Alaikum Assalam Wa Rehmatullahi 
W%B«akatahu. Thereupon Abu Bakr (God be nleased 
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with him) observed: Today the people hare surpassed us in 
excellence to a great extent. {Al-Adab-ul-Mufrai) 

19. On meeting some one say ‘Assalamo ‘Alaikum’ first. Do 
not start conversation straightaway. Start conversation 
only after offering the ‘Salam'. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has enjoined: 

“Do not respond if somebody starts talking before 
saying the ‘Salam’.’ ’ 

20. Avoid saying ‘Salam’ under the following conditions : 

(1) When people are engaged in reading, listening to or 
teaching the Holy Qur’an and Hadith. 

(2) When some one is either delivering a sermon or is 
listening to it. 

(3) When some one is announcing ‘Adhan’ or ‘Takbir’. 

(4) When a religious topic is being disoussed in a meeting 
or some one is telling what Allah has ordained to os. 

(5) When the teacher is engaged in giving a lesson. 

(0) When somebody is relieving himself of excretions. 
Moreover, under the following conditions, you should 

not only avoid saying ‘Salam’ but also express your 
unconcern and spiritual agony in a discreet manner: 

(1) When somebody is engaged in licentiousness and evil 
sots or merry-making such as is forbidden by Shariah 
and is thus guilty of oontempt of religi on. 

(2) When someone is defaming religion by uttering abuses, 
njean and sameless talk, fabricated lies and nonsense or 
is indulging in obsoene jokes. 

(3) When someone is propagating views and philosophies 
which are repugnant to religion and is trying to 
proselytise people or inoiting them to anti religious 
activities and immoral and unethical manners. 



(4) When some one is desecrating religions beliefs and 
manners and is indicating his inner wickedness and 
hypocrisy by making fan of the principles and 
injunctions of the Shariah. 

21. Do not take the initiative in offering ‘Salam' to the Jews 
or Christians. The Holy Qur’an affirms the fact that the 
Jews are the worst nation as regards their disbelief, denial 
of truth, tyranny and savagery, falsehood and deception. 
Qod showered countless bounties upon this nation, yet 
they always displayed ingratitude to Him and persisted 
in ’iheir foul practices. It is the same nation whioh 
assassinated the venerable Prophets (peace be upon them) 
sent by Ood. Hence the believer should eschew all such 
conduct which shows even the slightest traoe of respect or 
esteem for the Jews. On the other hand, the believers should 
adopt such conduct towards the Jews that they should be 
repeatedly reminded of the fact that recompense for offering 
the most hideous opposition to Truth is always disgrace 
and humiliation. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed: 

“Do not take the initiative in sayiflg ‘Salam’ to the 
Jews and Christians. When you meet them on the way, force 
them to move over to the edge of the road.” 

( Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad ) 
The implication is that you should walk with such 
dignity and in a stately manner that the jews and 
Christians should move over to the edge leaving the road 
open for you. 

22. However, say -Salam’ on arrival at a mixed meeting of the 

Muslims and polytheists. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) once passed near a meeting 
in which Muslims and polytheists were all taking part. On 
that occasion the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) had said: ‘Salam’ to the whole meet- 
ing.” ( Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad ) 
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23. In case an occasion arises to greet a non-Muslim with some 
words of respect, do not say Assalamo-'Alaikmn. Use 
words like — ‘Adab Arz’, ‘Taslimat’ (respect or honour to 
you) etc. Do not make a gesture of your hand or nod your 
head or make any other sign which ■ is repugnant to the 
tenets and-spirit of Islam. 

The letter which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) had addressed to Heracles contained 
the following words of greetings: 

Salamun’ala manittaba’a alhudli 

•'Salam be on him who follows Guidanoe (of the 
Lord”). 

24. Do shake hands after saying the 'Salam’ in order to express 
feelings of love, felicity and reverence. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself used to 
shake hands with people and his illustrious Companions 
(Allah be pleased with them) also used to Bhake hands when- 
ever they met each other. In fact, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) had enjoined upon his 
Companions (God be pleased with them) to adopt the oustom 
of shaking hands with eaoh other, and had explained the 
merits and importance of this etiquette in many different 
ways. 

Had rat Qatada (Allah be pleased with him) enquired 
from Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with him) : “Was the 
custom of shaking hands current among the illustrious 
Companions (Allah be pleased with them)?” Hadrat Anas 
(Allah' be pleased with him) replied: “Yes, it was.” 

{Bukhari) 

Hadrat Salama b. Dardan (Allah be merciful to him) 
states: “I saw that Hadrat Malik b. Anas (Allah be merci- 
ful to him) was shaking hands with people. He asked me 
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‘Who are you?’ I answered: “ 1 am the slave of Bani Laith”. 
Thereupon he passed his hand three times over my head 
and observed: “May Allah bless you with goodness and 
bounty.” 

On one occasion when some visitors from Yemen 
arrived, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed to his illustrious Companions (God be 
pleased with them): “The people of Yemen have come to 
you and they deserve handshakes more than other visitors,’ 

(Abu Dawud) 

Had rat Huzaifa b. Yaman (Allah be pleased with him) 
reports: “T^e Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed: When two believers meet each other 
and after exchanging 'Salem' shake hands with each other 
they are shorn of their sins as dry leaves fall off from the 
trees”, (Tabrani) 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Mas’ud relates: “The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of' Allah be upon him) affirmed ; 
“To shake hands is to complete your Salam.” 

25. When a friend, near relative or elder returns from a 
journey, embrace him in greeting. On reaching Medinah 
Hadrat Zaid b. Haritha (Allah be pleased with him) went 
to the Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) house and knocked at the door. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) dragging his 
oovering sheet behind him reached the door and embraced 
him and kissed his forehead.” (Tirmidki) 

Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with him) states: “When 
the illustrious companions (Allah be pleased with them) 
happened to meet each other, they shook hands and when 
any of them returned from the journey he was greeted with 
an embrace.” (Ta&ront) 



Etiquettes of 
Visiting the Patient 

1. Yon must enquire after the health of the patients. To visit 
a patient is not only a social require ment or a means of 
promoting mutual cooperation and sympathy, but it is 
also a right of a Muslim over another and an essential 
pre-requisite to devotion to Allah. He who is devoted 
to Allah cannot remain unconcerned with the creation 
of God. To evade the obligation of offering sympathy, 
consolation and assistance to the sick is tantamount to 
forsaking the remembranoe of Allah. 

The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has affirmed : 

“On the Day of Judgment Allah shall ordain : ‘0 son 
of Adam l You did not visit me when I was ailing” ? 
The man will submit : ‘0 Creator ! You are Lord of the 
whole universe. How could I dare enquire after your' 
welfare” ! Allah shall ordain : ‘Such and Buch person 
from among My creatures fell ill and you did not enquire 
after his health. If you had gone to enquire after 
hiB welfare, you would have found Me there. (In other 
words you would have earned My Favour and Blessing)”. 

( Muslim ) 

In addition, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : 

“A Muslim has six rights over another Muslim”. The 
people submitted : “0 Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon you) ! What are those rights” 1 The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
affirmed : 
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1. Say ‘Satan’ to your brother Muslim whenever yon meet 
him. 

2. Accept the invitation of your brother Muslim whenever 
he invites you. 

3. Offer proper advice with all einoerety to your brother 
Muslim whenever he seeks your good advice. 

4. When your Muslim brother sneezes and says ‘Al- 
Hamd-o-Lillah’, respond with saying ‘Yar hamokallah’. 

5. Visit your brother Muslim whenever he falls ill and 
enquire about his health. 

6. When s Muslim brother dies, join in hi, funeral 

pr ““ slMl " (Muslim) 

Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (ponee and bfessing, of 

Allah be upon him) affirmed : 

■• He who enquire< a!tn the hMlth of M tiljiig Muslim 
brother Will find a dwelling plane on the highest lerel of 
Parad.se", (Al-Adai-ul-Mitfrad) 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God he pleased with him) hae 
reported that the Holy Prophet (pease and Mewing, of 
Allah he upon him) observed : 

“When a person goes to enquire after the health of a 
Muslim brother or just psys s call on him, a caller from the 
Heavon pronounces, "you hare done well ; your waiting is 
propitious ; yon hare earned a dwelling place in Paradise". 

(Tirmidhi) 

2. Sit towards the head of the patient, pass your hand over his 
head or body and utter words of sympathy and consolation, 
so that the patient may start thinking about the reward 
and recompense awaiting him in the eternal world ; and he 
may abstain from uttering any remarks showing impatience, 
or feelings of anguish and complaint. 

IJadrat ‘Aiaha bint Sa‘ad (Allah be pleased with them) 
reports that her father related : ‘‘Once while in Mecca I 
fell gravely ill. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 



Allah be upon him) came to enquire after my health. I 
submitted : “0 Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon you) ! I am leaving behind a great deal of wealth 
and I have only one daughter. Should I will away two- 
third of my wealth and leave one-third for my daughter ”1 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : “No”. I submitted : “Should I then will 
away half of my property and leave half portion for my 
daughter” ? The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : ‘No’. Thereupon I submitted : 
•“O Holy Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon you) 1 Should I then will away one-third of my 
wealth” 1 ' The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : “Yes, will away one third of your 
wealth and this is enough”. Afterwards, the Holy Prophet 
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) placed 
his hand on my forehead and passed it over my face and 
belly and then said the following prayer : 

“0 Allah, bless Sa’ad with health and oompleto his 
Hijrat”. Since then whenever I recall to mind that moment 
I feel the Boothiog sensation of the holy hand of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of AHah be upon him) to the 
depth of my innerself”. (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 

Hadrat Zaid b. Arqam (Allah be pleased with him) 
relates: “Once my eyes beeame sore. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) visited me to 
enquire after my health and- said : “Zaid, what do you do 
when yeu are suffering from sore eyes”. I submitted : “I 
endure this illness with patience”. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : If you 
observe patience and endurance while you are afflicted with 
sore eyes, God shall admit you into Paradise as a reward 
for this”. 

Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) states : 
“Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) visited a patient to enquire after his health’ 
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the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to ait at the head of the ailing person and repeated 
the following prayer seven times : 

.. .. H 

• ^ ‘r'J Xi»l jLl 

A *' alvV<th-al-‘ azima rabb-al arth- i}'- azimi an yaahfiyaka' 

“I beseech Allah Almighty Who is the Lord of Exalted 
Heavens to grant you health” ! 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
.upon him) observed “The patient will oertainly be 
restored to health if this prayer is offered seven times, 
exoept in ease the hour of his death has oome”. (Mishkat] 

Hadrat Jabir (Allah be pleased with him) reports that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) paid a visit to an old lady Umm as-Saib (God be 
pleased with her) to enquire after her health. Umm 
as-Saib (Allah be pleased with her) was shivering with 
intense fever . The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) enquired : “How are you feeling” ? 
The lady submitted: “May God curse this fever which 
is oppressing me”. On hearing this, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“Don’t eurae the fever. It purges the pious of sins just 
as thefumaoe smelts the iron and purifies it of rust”. 

(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad) 

3 ‘ When y° u visit » patient, enquire about his condition and 
pray for his recovery. Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) visited a patient 
he first_ enquired about his health and then used to observe : 
«<u>l »U 01 V La ba'sa tuhurun in ska allahu. 

“There is no need to worry. By the Will of God, this 
illness will disappear and will prove a means of purging you 
of all sins”. Afterwards, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to pass his right hand 
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4 beeide the patient for long, nor male noi» near 

irn. Ho wever, if the sick person is your intimate friend or 
a near relation and himself insists on your sitting beside him 
or a longer time, you should ooraply with his wishes. 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. 'Abbas (God be pleased with him) 
states : “It is part of the Sunnah not to sit for long beside 
a patient, nor to make noise near him”. 

B. Do ask the relations of the patient about hi B condition and 
express your sympathy. Offer them all possible assistance 
or co-operation. For example, fetch the doctor, or convey 
a message about the condition of the patient, or fetch 
medicines etc. or if required, extend financial help also. 

Hadrat Ibrahim b. Abi Habla (God be merciful to 
him) relates : “Once my wife fell ill. In those days 
I used to pay frequent visits to Hadrat Umm al-Darda 
(God be pleased with her). Whenever I called on her, she 
used to enquire : “Say, how is your wife ?” I answered : 
“She is still indisposed”. Thereafter, she used to send 
for food. I sat down and dined at her home and then 
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came back. One day, when T called on her and Bhe enquired 
about my wife’s health, I replied: “By the grace and 

favour of God, she has nearly recovered from her illness. 
Hadrat Umm al-Darda (God be pleased with her) thereupon 
observed : “When you used to say that your wife was 
unwell I used to arrange a meal for you. Now that she has 
gainfd her health, I need not arrange a meal for you". 

C. Do visit a non-Muslim patient to enquire after his condition. 
Whenever you get an opportunity invite his attention 
towards Islam in a discreet manner as illness makes a man 
more inclined towards God and he gets more receptive to 
the truth, 

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) reports : “A 
Jewish boy used to attend on the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). Once he fell ill. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
visited him to enquire after his health. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sat at the head 
of the boy and conveyed to him the message of Islam. The 
hoy looked to his father, who was standing nearby, as if to 
seek his opinion. The father said to the boy : “My son^ 
submit to what Abul-Qasim says". So the boy accepted 
Islam. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) came out of his house saying : “Thanks God 
Who saved the boy from Heli-Fire’’. (Bukhari) 

7. When you visit the house of a patient to enquire after his 
health, avoid looking about in the house. Sit in a manner 
that the im mates of the house, particularly the women are 
not within your sight. 

Once Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Mas'ud (God be pleased 
with him) went to the house of an ailing person to enquire • 
after his health. He was accompanied by some others also. 
One of his companions started gazing a lady of the house. 
When Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) 
perceived it, he observed to his companion : “It would 
have been better for you to gouge out your eyes”. 
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Do not go to enquire after the health of those who openly 
indulge in sinful acts and flout the Commands of God 
unashamedly and obstinately. 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. 'Aznr (God be pleased with him) 
observes : “When the drunkards fall ill, do not go to enq- 
uire after their health”. 

When you go to enquire after the health of a patient 
requeet him to prey for you also. It Is recorded iu 
Ibn Majah : "When you visit a patient to enquire after 
his health, request him to pray for you. The prayer of a 
patient is as much effective as the prayer offored by 
angels". (The implication is that the angels offer prayera 
only at the Command of God and henoe their prayers 
are always granted). 



Etiquettes of 
Meeting each other 

1. Whomsoever yon meet, greet him with a smiling face. 
Express your sentiments of felicity and take initiative 
in offering Salam. It will invoke great blessings of God 
on you. 

2, Use no words of greeting other than those enjoined by the 

Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
i.e., ‘ Assalamo-' Alaikum' . Shake hands if possible and 

enquire after his health as well as the welfare of his family. 
The greetings 'Assalamo-'Alaiknm’ taught by the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) are 
comprehensive in their connotations and cover all the 
blessings of this material life as well as our spiritual life 
and religion. These words signify complete peace and 
salvation. While shaking hands with somebody, keep it in 
your mind that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) never withdrew his hand first, but 
waited, for the other one to release his hand. 

3. Put on a clean dress when you go to call on someone ; do 
not go out in dirty dress nor wear expensive garments 
while going to visit someone in order to impress him with 
your costly dress. 

4. When you intend to visit someone, make an appointment 
with him first. Never visit anybody at inconvenient 
hours. Such a visit is not only an interference in others 
engagements but also degrades yon in their eyes. 

5. When someone calls on you, greet him with an affectionate 
smile. Offer him a seat in a respectful manner and 
entertain him according to the occasion. 
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6. When yon call on someone, confine yourself to talking 
about useful matters. Do not waste time in useless 
conversation, otherwise the people will dislike and avoid 
you. 

7. When you call at somebody’s house, stand outside the gate 
and ask for permission to enter. When permitted to enter, 
say ‘AsBalamo-'AIaikum’ and enter the house. If you get 
no response after pronouncing ‘Assalamo-'Alaikum’ three 
times, don’t mind it and return cheerfully. 

8. While visiting somebody, do not forget to carry some suit- 
able gifts with you. Exchange of gifts deepens feeling of 
mutual love and aifeotion. 

9. If a needy person calls on you, try to fulfil his need to the 
extent of your means. If he requests you to recommend his 
case to someone, do it. However, if you cannot comply 
with his request, you should decline in a polite manner. 
Do not keep him in hopeful illusions. 

10. If you call on someone to seek his assistance in need, tell 
him your requirement in a courteous manner. If he fulfils 
your need, thank him. But if he declines, never mind, 
say ‘Salam’ to him and return cheerfully. 

1 1 . Do not always expect others to call on you. You should also 
pay visitB to others off and on. It is the most pleasant 
thing to develop social relations and to serve others 
in need. Keep it in your mind that brothers in faith always 
develop relations for good ends. 

12. If you notice a little straw or any other thing clinging to 
the face, beard or clothes of the person whom you happen 
to meet, remove it with your own hands. If the other 
person does the same for you, thank him and pray for him: 

. Oj£j l* t*.hp 

Masaahalla.hu ‘anka md takrah. 

“May Qod remove all such things from you as are 
displeasing to you”. * 
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’ night, he mindful of hi. 

£T» fh , h° h n °‘ " lth hi ” t0 ' JO ° 8 ' If “>”• ‘n 

know that he h.a gone to bed return cheerfully without 
reeling resentment. 

14 Sr "P 0 ?? of pe°p |e call on someone, the man who is 
talking should represent all his companions. Never try to 
press your importance or give prominence to your own self 
ignoring the presence of your other eampanions. 



Etiquettes of 
Conversation 

1. Always speak the truth. Never hesitate speaking the troth 

even at the greatest risk. 


1 Spe “ l onl y wt ™ yoo most, and always talk with a 
purpose. Too much talk and useless conversation betrays 
lack of seriousness. You are aooountable before God for 
every word you utter. The angel of God reoords. 
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4. Do not spoil your tongue with dirty talk. Do not speak 
,U ofothera - Never indulge in backbiting. D Q \ot 
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complain against others. Never indulge in mimicking 
others to ridicule them. Do not make false promises. 
Never laugh at others, nor boast of your own superiority 
or indulge in self-praise. Never get unreasonable and rash 
in conversation. Do not pass remarks on others or satirize 
them. Do not call someone by a disgraceful name. Avoid 
swearing frequently. 

6. Always say what is just and fair regardless of any loss to 
yourself, your friend or relative. 

. oir j ' jLapu pLLi j 

Wa idhd qultum f‘adilu wa lau kana dha qurba. 

“And when you say something, speak what is just even 
if you are talking about your relative”. 

6. Be aoft-Bpoken, reasonable and sympathetic in your conver- 
sation. Do not utter sharp, harsh and teasing remarks. 

7. When women happen to talk * with men, they should speak 
in a clear, straight and rough manner. They ought not 
Bpeak in delicate, sweet tone lest the listener should enter- 
tain any foul expectation. 

S'- If the impudent wish to entangle you in dialogue or 
altercation offer them ‘Salam’ politely and leave them. 
Those who indulge in loose talk and absurd conversation 
are the worst lot of the Ummah. 

9. Keep in view the mental level and outlook of the man you 
are talking to so as to make him understand. If the ad- 
dressee caunot hear or is unable to catch your meaning, 
ropeat what you have said before without any resentment. 

10. Always be brief and to the point in your talk. It is unfair 
to prolong discussion without rhyme or reason. 

11. When you wish to explain the tenets of Islam want to 
speak on the teachings of Islam be simple and clear and 
speak in a pasesionate and heart-warming style. -To seek 



318 


reputation through oratory, to try to impress, people with 
flowery language, to seek popularity among people, to 
adopt a proud and haughty mien, or,to deliver speeches 
only for the sake of fun or recreation— all these are the 
worst habits that corrupt the man to the core of his heari. 

12. Never indulge in flattery, nor ingratiate with anybody. 
Always mind your honour and respect and avoid any 
thing below your dignity. 

13. Do not interrupt aud interfere in others conversation with 
out their permission, nor intercept others conversation 
in order to say something yourself. If, however, you 
must speak, do so with the permission of other. 

14. Speak slowly in a proper and dignified manner. Do not 
speak in a hurried manner nor indulge in fun and jokes 
all the time as it degrades you in the eyea of others. 

16. If somebody puts a question to you, listen carefully to him 
and make an answer after careful thought. It is simply 
foolish to answer the questions without due consideration, 
t If the questions are being put to somebody else, do not be 
so offioiods as to give answers yourself. 

16. When someone is narrating something, do not say 'we 
, know already’. May be he reveals something new and 

impresses you by his sincerety and piety. 

17. When you talk to someone, give due regard to his age, 
status and his relationship to you. Do not talk with your 
parents, teachers and elders in a manner in which you 
would talk to your friends. Likewise, when you are talking 
to youngsters, apeak with affection and elderly dignity. 

18. While engaged in conversation, do not point out towards 
any one lest he should conceive any misunderstanding 
or suspicion. Abstain from eavesdropping on others. 

13. Listen more and talk lees. Do. not reveal your secrets 
to others, Onoe you disclose a secret to someone, never 
expect it to remain a secret any more. 



Etiquettes of 
Correspondence 

1. Always begin your letter with the words. 

(—i 

Bismillah irrahmSnirrahim. 

In the name of Allah the Beneficient, the Merciful 
If you wiBh to use an abbreviation, you may write. 

Bilamihi To'uala. 

In the name of Allah, the Exalted 

The Holy Prophet (peace and tlesaings of Allah be upon 
him) has affirmed: “Any undertaking, whioh does not 

commence with utterance of the attribute of God ‘Bismillah’ 
remains incomplete and unblessed Some people write the 
numerals 786 in place of the words. This praotioe should 
however be avoided, because it is the words that carry 
blessings not the number. 

2. Do write your own address in each letter. Never omit 
your address under the impression that the addressee 
already knows your address. Your address may not be. 
neoessarily preserved by the addressee nor can you be sure 
that the addressee remembers your address. 

3. Write your address on the right hand side leaving a little 
space in- between the margin and the lines of the ad dress. 
Write your address clearly and take care that it i» correct 
and the spellings of each word are also oorreot. 

4. You must indicate the date below your address. 
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5. After indicating the date, write a brief ‘salutation* to the 
addressee. Keep your ‘salutation’ brief and simple, such 
as may communicate feelings of sincerity and close rela- 
tionship. Avoid words of salutation, which smack of 
artificialty and convey a formal sense. Alongwith the 
salutation or on the next line after it write ‘Sal&m Masnoon’ 
or Assalamo-Alaikun’ Do not write words like Xdab or 
‘Taslimat’. 5 

8. If you are sending a ^letter to a non-Muslim, write words 
like ‘Adab’ or ‘Taslimat’ instead of ‘Assalamo-'Alaikum’ or 
‘Salam Masnoon’. 

7. After the salutation, write down your message or purpose 
which you wish to convey to the addressee. Close your letter 
with'fe suitable compliment which indicates your relationship 
to the\addre8see such as yours obediently, yours sincerely, 
yours truly etc. 

8. Your letter must be legible, clear and simple, so that it may 
be easily read and understood, and may impress the 

addressee. 

I 

9. Use. fluent and polite language in your letter. 

10. Be brief, but never miss necessary details to make your 
point ojear. 

11. Throughout the letter, from the salutation to the compli- 
mentary close, pay due regard to the status of the 
addressee, 

12. Start with a new paragraph for every new poiht. 

13. Adopt a Berious Btyle in correspondence and avoid frivolity. 

14. Avoid writing letter in hot temper. Never write anything 
offqbsive. Always adopt a courteous style in letters. 

15. Do not discuss secret matters in general correspondence. 

16. Put a dot at the end of each sentence. 

17. Do not read a letter addressed to someone else w ; thout his 
permission. This is a grave violation of trust. However, 
the elders and guardians should, as a matter of duty, go 
through the letters written or received by their children so 
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Etiquettes of 
Business 


. Conduot your business diligently and with E " n 

your living by the sweet of your own brow and do not live 
' , parasite on other.. On one oooasion, a man from 

the tribe of Ansar earn, to tb. Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and begged l for 
assistance. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) enquired : "Do yon have anything at home 1 
The Companion (God he pleased with him) submitted 
"0 Holy Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon you) 1 We have two thing, only— canvas wh.ph 
W^UM a. bedding as well a. a covering sheet and a 
bowl for drinking water". The Holy PropbeMp«ee 
and blessing, of Allah be upon him) commanded: Bring 

tho to two thing* to me”. 

The Companion (God be plernmd with him) at once 
brought both the thing, to him. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessing, of Allah be upon him) auctioned them for two 
dirham, and handing over the money t» the Companion, 
observed : “Go, buy some food for one dirham and loave 

it with your family, and buy an ate for the other 

dirham”. , 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
noon him) Sued a handle to the ate with his own, 
auspicious hand, and nbservsd to the Companion (God 
h. pleased with him) : "Go to the jungle daily, cut 
some wood and sell it in the batar. Come ^bank after 
fifteen days and report your condition to me At the 
end of. fortnight when the Companion (God. be pleased 
with him) returned, he had accumulated a sum of ten 
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dirhams. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah, 
be upon him) was overjoyed and observed : “This hard- 
earned income is better for thee than begging from others 
which might leave a stigma of begging on thy face on 
the Day of Judgement”. 

2. Carry on your business in right earnest and earn as much as 
you can so that you may be free from dependence on 
others. Once the people submitted to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) : ' “O Holy 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) 1 
Whioh is the best form of earning f” The Holy Prophet 
(peace" and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed ; 
“Earning with your own hands and income from the 
business which is free from dishonesty and fraud”. Hadrat 
Abu Qalaba (God be merciful L to him) to observe : 
“Conduct your business in right earnest in the bazar. This 
is the way to remain attached to religion and free from all 
dependence upon others”. 

3. Promote your business by truthful means. Striotly avojd 
swearing falsely in the name of God. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “On 
the Day. of Judgement God shall neither address, nor look 
at, nor admit that man to Paradise after purging him of 
-sins who endeavours to expand hiB business by swearing, 
falsely in the name of God”. (Muslim). Moreover, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ’ 
observed: “Avoid swearing falsely in order to sell your 
goods. Apparently it looks like promoting your business 
but in fact it lets your business down and damages the 
goodwill of your business”. (AfusJwn) 

4. Be honeet and truthworthy in business dealings. Do not turn 
your lawful earnings into unlawful income by supply- 
ing defective goods or by indulging in profiteering. The 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has affirmed: “A truthful and honest trader will be a. 
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oompanion of the Prophets, the righteous and the martyrs 
on the Day of Judgement”. (Tirmidhi) 

6. Try to supply the best quality of goods to the customers. If 
a customer seeks your counsel, give him the best possible 
advice. 

6. Take your customers into oonfidence so that they may 
trust you as their well-wisher who will never deceive 
them. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has observed : “He who lived on 
lawful earnings, observed my Sunnsh and did not oause 
mischief to the people will be admitted to Paradise”. The 
people submitted : “0 Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings 
of Allah be upon you) I There is a great number of such 
people at the present time”. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah bo upon him) observed : “Such people 
will exist even after me”. (Tirmidhi) 

■f. : Be punctual. Arrive at you; place of business in time 
and remain there steady. The Holy Prophet of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : 
“Set out in searoh of livelihood and lawful earnings early 
in the morning, for work in the morning is auspioious and 
brings prosperity”. 

8. Work hard and demand hard and Bincerc work from your 
employees. Discharge your obligations towards your 
employees with selflessness generosity and in a liberal 
and polite manner. Avoid scowling at them frequently or 
adopting an attitude of suspicion towards them in every' 
matter. The Hoty Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : “God never blesses a nation 
with piety where the weak do not get their right”. 

9. Be polite and liberal to your customers. Never be harsh to 
those who ask for loan from you neither disappoint them,, 

■ nor press them unduly hard for return of your loan. .^The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him; 
has affirmed : 
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“May God blew the person who observes politeness and 
courtesy in business dealings and in demanding his money 
back.” . 

Moreover, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : 

“Any person who craves for the protection of God 
against the affliction and oppression of the Day of 
Judgement should allow enough time to the hard-pressed 
debtor or relieve him of the burden of debt altogether”. 

(•Muslim) 

10. Avoid concealing the defect of the goods and making false 

representations to the customer. Yon should openly declare 
the defects or inferior quality of your goods to the customer. 
Once the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) passed by a heap of grain. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) put his 
hand into the heap and felt that his finger# had caught 
some dampness. The Prophet of God (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) enquired from the grain dealer, 
“What is this t” The dealer submitted : “0 Holy 
Prophet of God (peace and Massing# of Allah be upon 
you) I Some rain poured over this heap!’. Thereupon the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blewings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : “Why did yon not put the wet grain on top of 

the heap so that people may readily notioe if. ^ The man 
who deceives people has nothing to do with me . 

11. Do not hoard foodstuffs anticipating a rise in prices. 
Strictly avoid causing distress te > people by such 
a vicious aet. The Prophet (peacf and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : "The hoarder- is -a sinner”. On 
another occasion, the Holy Prophet (p^aoe and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : “How wicked is the 
hoarder! When God makes goods cheap, the hoarder is 
afflicted with sorrow, and when the prices go up, he rejoices”./ 

(Miahkatf 
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tie customer full value of his money. Be honest 
in weights and measures. Stick to one standard of give 
and take. Addressing the dealers on weights and measures, 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) warned : 

“You have been charged with two duties while the 
people before you have perished only because they failed 
to fulfil these duties : 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 

u-tJi j*‘ i iii Jail jlJ 
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r*'* d*. f+jj j iii j 
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Wailullil mutaffiflnai-ladhlna idhaktalu ‘alan-naai 
yaataufiina via idhd kaliihum auwazaniihum yukhsi- 
futi aid yazunnu u'laika annahum mab'uthuna 


liyaumin azlm. Yauma yaqumunnaau H-rabbiVdlamln. 


"Wbe unto the defrauders ; those when they take the 
measure frdm others they demand it full, but if they 
measure unto them or weigh for them they give less. ■ Do 
such (men) not consider that they will be raised again unto 
an aweful Day, the day when (all) mankind stand before 
the Lord of the worlds 1” (83 : 2-6) 


13. Do compensate for lapses of business- ethics and give away 
in cash and kind as much as you can in the name of God 
without fail. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) enjoined upon the traders : 

“O traders and businessmen 1 There is every chance 
of exaggeration and lie in selling your commodities. 
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Hence compensate (year f. 0 lt.) by .p. n di.g .. »»<>b« 
yon CM (to help the poor end needy) (' 46u 

M. And never lose eight of th.t bulineei which will emrare 
you from the fearful torture, in the life hereafter and p»y 
you in terms of eternal prosperity, peace and pleamire. T e 


Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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you, if ye did but know . 



CHAPTER TV 


CALL TO RELIGION 
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Jpa man Afaanu qaularn mimman da' a llallahx wa amila 
$Slhan Wa qala Innani minal Muslimeen. (41 : 33 ) 
And who is better in speech than him who calleth 
towards God , end Doeth Eight and sayeth. 

Lo 1 I am of those who surrender (unto Him). 



Etiquettes of 
Communicating Islam 

Develop full appreciation of the position conferred upon 
you. You are the successor to the mission of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
you have to discharge the same duty of communicating the 
message of Allah, testiying the truth thnough your practical 
life and propagating the teachings of Islam which the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
performed all through his holy life. Try to develop 
the Bame degree of zeal and fervour for the propagation of 
Islam which waa the unique and distinctive characteristic 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). 

The Holy Qur'an affirms : 
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Hu wajlMhum warn! ja ’ala -oloilum fiddlni mi» 
harajin millata abtkvm IbrahJma huwa sammbtoimul 
mu,Umln. Min qallu m fl MU liyatunar-ramlu 
ehahidan ‘alaikum vja takunii thubada’a alannds. 

“He hath chosen you and hath not put you in any 
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hardship in the matter of faith ; follow the faith of your 
father Abraham. He hath given you the nomenclature 
of Muslim long ago and in this (Scripture) too, that the 
Prophet of Allah may testify the truth before you and 
that you may stand witness to the whole of Mankind” . 

In other words, the Muslims are the successors 
to the mission of the Holy Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and are required, therefore, 
to discharge the same duty which the Apostle of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) performed 
during his auspicious life. In the same manner as 
the final Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) struggled day and night by his words 
and action and made the way of total submission to God 
dear to the people, the adherents to Islam have also to 
preach Islam, the religion of God, to all the people of the 
world and what is more, they have to practise it in their 
every day life and testify and prove it the religion of truth 
with the same high sense of duty and missionary zeal. 

2. Always keep in view your real position in this world 
and constantly endeavour to order your life accordingly. 
You are not like the other people of the world. God has 
conferred on you a distinction and a privilege. You have 
been vested with the honour of leading the affairs of the 
world. You don’t believe in- extremes and are expected 
to keep yourself firm on the straight path of Allah with 
moderation. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 

S - - - ~ t ) , ,, , „ 
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Wa Jcadhalika ja'alnSkum tmmatan waaatan-litolainu 
thuhaif a ‘alanndsi wa yakunar m mho •alaikum 

shams. 12 ; U3) 

"Thus we have appointed yon a middle nation that ye 
may be witnesses against mankind and that the MoMen. 
ger may be a witness against ^ou”. 

. Seek knowledge of the real purpose and aim of your life 
and try to achieve it with confidence and conviction. The 
real mission and task before the Mnslims is to establish and 
enforce the religion as a whole which the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad v peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) _ 
communicated to the mankind -a religion which contains 
divine guidance and injunctions in each *nd every aapeo 
of life such as beliefa and worship, morality, and social, 
economic and political spheres etc. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) during bis 
auspicious days enforced Mam with ail its details. The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blmsing. of Allah be open him) 
taught beliefs, principle, of morality and the modes 
of worship ; he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) established and organised a society on the .principles 
of Islam and brought about countless favours and blessings 
to the people. 

God has affirmed : 
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“He hath ordained for you that religion which He 
commended unto Noah, and that which We inspire in Thee 
(Muhammad), and that which We commended unto 
Abraham and Moses and Jesus saying : Establish the 
religion and be not divided therein”. 

4. Always remain determined to eliminate evil and establish 
good. This is an obligation you owe to your faith 
to justify your existence as upholders of the truth. 
Live to achieve this aim and die serving this mission. 
God has named you as the best people on earth only 
because you live to uphold the truth and sacrifice even 
your life for this noble cause. 


jjj— «L? ^b-U ^ 
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Kuntum khaira ummalin ukhrijal linn&ai ta'muriina 
bilma'ariifi wa lanhauna ‘anil munkari wa to'miniina 
billah. (3 : 110) 

“Ye are the best Community that hath been raised 
up for mankind. Ye enjoin right conduct and forbid 
indecency and yc believe in Allah". 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bo 
upon him) has affirmed : 

“I swear by Him Who has power over ray life, you 
must enforce virtue and curb evil, otherwise God shall send 
very soon such calamity ' over you that you will cry and 
seek mercy from Allah but you will get no response. 

! (Tirmidhi) 

5. Develop missionary zeal and exemplary fervour and enthu- 
siasm for the propagation of the message of God and to 
save the people of God from the fearful torment of Hell. 
The Holy Qur'an has acknowledged the uniquo fervour and 
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abounding zeal of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) in the following words : 

I S **$~ i 0^ j*-* jUI £-»-b ilL«J Li 
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Fala'allaka bakhv-un najsaka ‘aid atha-rihim in-lam 
yo'minu bihadhal hadithi asafd. (18 : 6) 

“Yet it may be, if they believe not in this statement, 
that thou wilt torment thy soul with grief for them. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has ^himself described his feeling in these 
words ; 

“I am like a person who lit a fire and when the sur- 
rounding area became bright with light, the moths and 
' insects began to drop in the fire. The person is now 
trying with all the foroe at his command to stop these 
mothB and insects from dropping in the fire, but the moths 
and insects are rushing towards the fire rendering all his 
efforts ineffective. Likewise, I am trying my level best to 
draw you back and keep you away from the fire, yet you 
are bent upon falling in it”. (Miahkal), 

One day Kadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) 
submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) : "O Prophet of God (peace and blessings 
of Allah be ipon you) ! Have you passed a harder day than 
the day of Uhud in your life 1” The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Yes, 'A’isha! 
The day of ‘Aqabah was the hardest in my life”. This was 
the day when, dismayed with the people of Mecca, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bo upon him) had 



visited Ta’if to convey the message of God to the people 
there. Their chief ‘Abd Yalil set ruffians after 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) who hurled Btones at him in response to his message 
of blessing and salvation. The Prophet of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) sustained serious injuries. 
His whole body was stained with blood and he fainted. 
Deeply grieved and frustrated, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) returned to Mecca. 
When the Prophet (peace and blessingsof Allah be upon 
him) arrived at Qarn Aththaalib, he had over oome his grief 
God sent the angel of calamity to the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). The angel of torture 
submitted : “0 Prophet of God (peaoe and blessings of 
Allah be upon you) 1 If you wish I shall oollide Abu Qubais 
with Jabal Ahmar and crush all the wicked between the 
two mountains. The benefactor of the world (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “No, no, let 
me warn my people of the torments of God. May 
God open their hearts to accept the truth and concede to 
the Divine Guidance or else their succeeding generation 
may submit to the truth/’ ( Bukhari , Muslim). 

The Meooans were constantly busy conspiring against 
the holy Prophet (peace and blessing of Allah be upon him). 
Some said that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) should be exiled from the city while 
others counselled that he should be assassinated. In 
the mean time a famine struck Mecca. It was such a 
terrible calamity that the Quraibh were constrained to 
eat leaves and bark of the trees. The children suffered from 
the terrible agony of hunger and the elder felt restless 
but helpless over the affliction of their children. 

The benefactor of the mankind (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was deeply moved by the heart rending 
distress of the people. His devoted companions (God 



b© pleased with, them) could not bear the grief and un- 
eaaraes of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) conveyed his heartfelt sympathy 
to his deadly foes who had always been after him to 
harm and tease him and its unhappy memories were still 
fresh in his mind. The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) sent a sum of five hundred dinars 
to Abu Sufyan and an equal amount to Safwan with the 
instruction that the money should be distributed among 
the famine-stricken people. 

Truly speaking, to be sorry for the misguided, to feel 
disturbed over their wickedness and distress, to be 
anxious to save them from the wrath of God, to be dis- 
tressed at their affliction and to have an extra-ordinary 
craving for their right guidance-such are the attributes 
of a missionary of truth which create irresistible attra- 
etionin his life and an impression uncommon in history 

6. Serve your people with selfless devotion and do not ask 
for any recompense for your devotion from anybody 

Do whatever good you can only to win tte favour of God 

and expect reward and blessings from Him only. The 
desire to earn the favour of God and to demand reward and 
blessings from Him alone lends weight to a man’s word 
and makes him dynamic. God has always been and will 
remain for ever. He neither sleeps, nor dozes off. No 
move or activity of man is hidden from Him. He never 
lets the reward of any of His devotees go waste. He pays 
more than ones labour and never deprives any one of 
His blessings. The Prophets (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon them) repeatedly observed to their people : 

“I demand not any reward or recompense from you. 
My reward lies with the Lord of the worlds”. 

7. Do acquire a deep understanding of Islam and be sure ‘that 
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Islam is the only true religion in the eyes of God. No mode 
of worship, except the one enjoined by this true religion 
has any worth before God. God holds only that religion 
as true and valid which He has revealed in the Holy 
Qur’an and which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) translated into practice during 
his auspicious life. The Holy Qur’an enjoins upon 
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) to make it clear to the people that he had 
adopted his path with careful deliberation and full aware- 
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Qul hadhihi sabili ad'u ilallahi 'ala basiratin ana wa 
manittaba’ani wa subkanallahi wa ma and minal 
muskrilcin. (12 : 108). 

“Say, this is my way. I call on Allah with sure know- 
ledge, I and whosoever followeth me — Glory be to Allah ! 
and I am not of the idolators”. 

God makes clear affirmation : 
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Wa man yabtaghi ghairal islami dinan falanyuqbala 
minhu wa huwa fil dkkirati minal khdairin. 

(3 : 85) 

“And whoso seeketh as religion other than the 



surrender (td Allah) it will not be accepted from him and 
he will be a loser in the Hereafter”. 

. 4> t X* 01 

In-nad-dina ind-Allah hil Islam. 

"The only religion unto Allah is the surrender (unto Him)”. 

(3 : 19). 

8. Always keep in mind the loftiness and importance of your 
ideal and beware it is for the performance of this grand 
task that God had sent Prophets (peace be upon them) 
one after another — and be convinced in your own heart 
that this wealth of religion which the Almighty has 
vouchsafed to you is the key to attain excellence and 
honour in the world and Hereafter. The worldly pomp 
and show which is transitory and short-lived can not 
be compared with the eternal and inestimable wealth of 
religion I The Holy Qur’an affirms : 

“And We have bestowed upon you seven oft-repeated 
verses and a great book, the Qur’an. Hence care not for this 
mundane wealth We have conferred on others”. Addressing 
the believers of other Revealed Books before Quran, the 
Holy Qur’an says : 

|1A . jXlj' 

Ta ahlal kitabi lastum ‘ala ehai-in hatta luqimuitaurata 
wal-injila vxi ma unzila ilailcum. (5 68) 

“Say: 0 People of the scripture ! Ye have naught (of 
guidance) till ye observe the Torah and the Gospel and that 
which was revealed unto you from your Lord”. 

9. Make constant efforts to grasp the real spirit of religion 
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and the wisdom it contains. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah he upon him) has observed : 

“God endows, whomsoever Ho wishes to bless with 
goodness, with the real understanding and deep insight 
into religion”. ( Bukhari , Muslim) 

As a matter of fact, it is the real knowledge of religion and 
insight into tho spirit of religion which is the fountain-head 
of all goodness and the man who is deprived of this good- 
ness is deprived of the blessings of this world as well as of 
the world Hereafter. Such a man can never achieve balance 
and consistency in life, nor can he truly represent religion 
in any walk 1 of life. 

10. Whatever you wish to proclaim to the world, address it to 
yourself first. Tell yourself first what you wish to tell others 
and perform in your own life what you preach to others. 
The distinction of a missionary of true religion is that he 
tries to project in himself the true model of his preachings. 
His deeds and character stand testimony to his words. He 
himself yearns for the truths ho propagates to other 
as a source of goodness. Whenever the Prophets (peace 
be upon them) rose to call the people to surrender them- 
selveB before God they proclaimed Jyl Ul — Ana 

awivalul muslimin (I am the first to surrender before God;. 

Testify by spoken as well as written word that truth 
is what you represent. Make it evident through your indi- 
vidual life, family relations, social dealings and through 
your national and political activities that piety can only 
be developed by adopting the way of life as enunciated by 
Islam. This system guarantees stability of homes, emer- 
gence of a morally oriented society and a culture and 
civilization based on justice and equity. Those who ignore 
the duty of reforming and training their own character 
and ruminate over the reformation and training of others 
are completely devoid of commonsense. Their own house is 
on fire, yet they are carrying about buckets of water 
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looking for a blaze anywhere else to extinguish. Such people 
are losers not only in this world but in the Hereafter also. 
Their inaction in this world will render all their preachings 
ineffective and weightless and in the next world they 
shall undergo the most deterrent punishment: It is 

most hateful in the sight of Allah that they do not 
practise what they preach and tell others to do what they 
themselves do not do*. The Holy Prophet (peace and bles- 
sings of Allah be upon him) has warned such missionaries 
of Islam who do not de what they preach, of the most 
fearful punishment. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
if Allah be upon him) observed : 

“A man shall be brought on the Day of Judgement 
and will be thrown into the Fire. His intestines will spill 
out due to the Fire. He will then carry around his 
intestines as a donkey goes round the mill. On seeing him 
the denizens of hell will gather around him and enquire : 
“O man, what has become of you ! Are you not the 
one who preached to us in the world to perform 
virtuous deeds? Are you not the one who dis- 
suaded us from the performance of evil acts? How did 
you come into this place despite having performed such 
pious deeds?” The man will answer : “I did teach you 
piety, hut never cared for it myself. I forbade you to do 
evil, but performed evil deeds myself”. ( Muslim , Bukhari) 

The portentous account of the night of ascension 
which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) related to the people contains a warning for the 
misguided to reform themselves. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 

‘‘I beheld some people in the night of ascension whose 
lips were being clipped with scissors of fire. I enquired 
from Gabriel (God be pleased with him) : Who are these 
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Hadrat ibn 'Abba, (God be pleased 
W.th h,m) observed: "If yon do not apprehend any 

condemnation, nth. light of three verse. of th. Holy 
nr an, do preach Islam’’. The perBon enquired : "Which 
three verse. do you mean I" Hsdrat ibn ’Abbaa (God 
be pleased with him) answered : 

The first verse is : 
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Unjora ye righteousness upon mankind while ye your- 
aelres forget to practise it i” 

Ibn 'AbbaB (God be pleased with him) then enquired : 
Go you follow this verse in your practical life fully ?” The 
man replied: "No". Ibn Abba. (God be pleased with 
mm) then recited the second verse : 
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Lima taqiiluna nta la taf'aliin [61 : 2) 

“0 ye who believe ! Why say ye that which ye do not ? 

Hadrat ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) then 
asked: “Are you sure you are following this verse”. 
The man replied : “No”. Hadrat ibn ‘Abbas (God be 
pleased with him) observed : The third verse is : 

|AA > j*i . U Ji ^ 

Ma uridu an ukh’alifakum ila ma anhakum ‘anhu. 

[ 11 : 88 ) 

“I desire not to do behind your backs that which I 
ask you *>ot to do.” 

Tell me now, have you fully carried out the instruction 
contained in this verse. The man submitted : “No”. Where- 
upon Hadrat Abdullah observed: “Go then and instruct 
yourself in piety first and forbid your own solf from, evil”. 

li. Perform your prayers with full devotion keeping in 
view its rules, regulations.and conditions. In addition to 
them also offer supererogatory prayers. 

No one can propagate religion without establishing a 
close communion with God. Prayer is the sure means— a 
means prescribed by God Himself— of establishing a deep 
connexion with God. God affirmed through a revelation to 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon himb . 
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nitfahu awinqm minhtl qalilan o.u!id ‘alathi wa raUilil 
Qvrffna tartila. Indd mnulql ‘alaika qaula n thaqila. 

"0 thou wrapped up in thy raiment ! Keep vigil the 
night long, save a little-a half thereof, or elate a little 
thereof, or add (a little) thereto and chant the Quran in 
measure, for We shall charge thee with a word of 

w6i * ht -" Vi: 1-6) 

‘Charge thee with a word of weight’ implies 'Propa- 
gation of the Religion of Truth’ and truly this 
responsibility is the most burdensome and heavy of all 

duties in the world. In order to be able to discharge this 
duty it is important for you to derive strength from 
prayer and establish a firm connexion with God. 

12. Develop a fondness for and interest in the study of the 
Holy Qur’an and recite the Book regularly. Recite the 
Qur an slowly and with deep concentration during the 
prayers as well as during the period other than prayers. 
When the Qur’an is recited with a interest and concen- 
tration, it becomes easy to understand and reflect upon 
the meanings of the Holy Qur’an. As soon as one starts 
appreciating the charms of the word of Allah, his interest 
and inquisitiveness increases and he goes deeper and 
deeper in the Book ofAUab. The Holy Qur’an is the 
only source of guidance and warning. It has been 
revealed to make the people ponder over its contents 
and derive benefit from its guidance and warnings, so 
ponder over the meanings of the Holy Qur’an and learn 
wisdom from it. Recite the Qur’an with a firm deter- 
mination to mould your own self as well as your society 
as a whole according to the injunctions of the Holy Qur’an. 
Only those can establish the rule of Allah who mould 
their own thought and action according to the teachings of 
Quran. He, who forsakes Qur’an, can no longer maintain 
his allegiance to the faith, nor can he contribute any 
way in the struggle to establish Islamic system of life 
Readers of the Qur’an have been advised : 
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JTiia&ifn anzalnaftu iiaifca mubarakun liyaddabbaru u>a 
liyatadhakkara ululalbab. 

“(This is) a Scripture that We have revealed unto thee, 
full of blessing— that they may ponder its revelations and 
that men of understanding may reflect.” (■?$ : 3°) 

Moreover, the readers have been instructed : “Read 

the Qur’an Blowly with pauses.” (73 : 4) 

TheHoly Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed : 

“These hearts get rusted as the iron rusts when water 
is poured over it.” The people submitted : “0 Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) l Tell us 
then what cleanses the rust of the hearts ?” The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : “The rust of the hearts is cleansed when ono 

remembers death frequently and secondly studies the 
Qur’an often”. (Mishkut) 

13. Be grateful to Allah under all circumstances. Look towards 
those who are below you in terms of material prosperity 
and social status. It will help you develop a sense of 
gratitude to Allah. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“Look at those who are below you in in terms of material 
prosperity and social status. (You will then feel grateful 
to God). Do not look at those who surpass you in material 
riches, lest you depreciate the bounties and blessings that 
the Lord has conferred upon you (as it may foster 
ingratitude to God).” 
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14. Abstain from pleasure-seeking and luxurious living. Be a 
watchdog of truth who is always on guard and never 
drops vigil. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“How can I live at ease or seek pleasure in life when I 
know that Israfil 1 stands ready with the trumpet close to 
his mouth, to sound the call for Doomsday to descend as 
soon as he receives the Command of God”. Addressing the 
Believers. God affirms in the Holy Qur’an : 

•- • - - • s • •>.,„. , • j , ,t , . 

J-»JI J*L » j ja j »ji ja \a IjOpI 


(V JUiVI) LJj\j JCJl ISJ, , 


Wa a'iddu lahum mastat’atum min quwwatin wa min 
ribatil khaili turhibiina bihi ’adutvuallahi wa 'aduw 
wakum wa akharina min dunihim la ’ talamiinahum. 
Allahu ya'alamuhum iva ma tunfiqu min shai-in fi aabil- 
il lahi yuwaffa ilaikum wa antum la tuzlamun, (8 : 60) 
“Make ready for them all thou canst of (armed) 
force and of horses tethered that thereby ye may 
dismay the enemy of Allah and your enemy, and 
others beside them whom ye know not. Allah knoweth 
them whatsoever ye spend in the way of Allah. It will be 
repaid to you in full and ye will not be wronged.” 


1. An engol of Allah vested with the duty of rout 
for Deomtday, 


:dii g the signal 
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15. Be prepared to sacrifice everything for the sake of 
religion and if needed, be prepared even to migrate from 
your homeland. Check up yourself off and on as to what 
extent yon have developed this devotion. Giving an account 
of the emigration of Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him), 
the Holy Qur’an has urged believers to be prepared to 
emigrate and offer sacrifices in the following verses : 
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Wadhlcur filkitdbi Ibrahim, innahu kana siddiqan 
nabiyyd idh qdla li-abihi yaabati lima t'abudu ma Id 
yasm'au wa Id yubsiru wa la yughnl ‘anka shai-d. 
Ydabati innt qad jaa'ni minal ‘ilmi ma lam ya'tika 
Jattabi'ni ahdika siralan sawiyyd. Yd abati la ta'abu- 
dushshaitan. Innashshaitana kana lirrahmani ‘aaiyyd. 

Y3 abati Inni akhdfu an yamassa adhdbum minarrah- 
mani fatakuna lishshaitani waliyya. Qdla araghibun anta 
r an dlihatf ya Ibrahim. La'illam tantahi la arjumannaka 
tvahjurni maliyya. Qdla salamun ‘alaika sa'astaghfiru- 
laka rabbi innahu kana bl hafiyya. Wa'atazilukum 
wa md tad'una min dunillahi wa ad u rabbi ’aaa anlla 
akiina bidu’ai rabbi shaqiyyd. (W ■’ dl-4S) 

‘‘And make mention (O Mohammad) in the scripture 
of Abraham. Lo I he was a aaint, a prophet. When he aaid 

unto his father : O my father ! Why worshippeat thou 

that which heareth not nor seeth, nor can in aught avail 
thee ? 0 my father 1 Lo I there hath come unto mo of 
knowledge that which came not unto thee. So follow me, 
and I will lead thee on a right path. 0 my father 1 Serve 
not the devil. Lo, the devil ia a rebel unto the Beneficent. 0 
my father I Lo 1 I fear lest a punishment from the Benefi- 
cent overtake thee ao that thou become a comrade 
of the devil. He aaid : Rejectest thou my gods, 

0 Abraham ! if thou cease not I shall surely stone thee. 

Depart from me a long while! He said : Peace be 
unto thee! I shall ask forgiveness of my Lord for thee. Lo I 
He was ever gracious unto me, I shall withdraw from you 
and that unto whioh ye pray beside Allah and I shall pray 
unto my Lord. It may be that, in prayer unto my Lord, 

1 shall not be unblest.” 

16. Develop a burning zeal for striving in the way of God, a 
spirit of fighting with all your means and soul and a pious 
desire to attain martyrdom in the cause of God. Truly 
speaking, ‘Jihad’ is the test of faith and the heart whioh 
is devoid of the spirit of Jihad ia devoid of faith and right 
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guidance and may be compared to a desolate ruin in the 
wilderness. It is really a great privilege to bo able to 
reach the field of Jihad and to gain an opportunity of 
sacrificing one’s life and property in the way of God. In 
case, the circumstances prevent you from availing of the 
opportunity to participate in the Jihad ; if you lack means 
or wherewithal to prove your conviction in the field of Jihad, 
even then you may be counted among those soldiers in the 
eyes of God, who either attained martyrdom while fight- 
ing for His cause or returned from the field as the winners 
provided your heart is fillod with the zeal of setting out in 
the wav of God, you aro ready to sacrifice anything for the 
cause of Islam and have a burning desire to attain 
martyrdom. God always takes into account the feelings 
and sentiolonts which stir a man to perform heroio 
deeds in the way of God. On his return from the 
battle of Tabuk, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) addressed his illustrious Companions 
(God be pleased with them) on the way and observed : 
“There are some people left behind in Medinah who 
did set out with you and traversed the valley and remain- 
ed with you throughout the battle,” The Companions 
(God be pleased with them) were astonished and submitted: 
“Did they do all this while staying behind in Medinah all 
the time !” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: “Yes, they did all this 
even while Btaying behind in Medinah all the time, for 
circumstances forced them to stay back, otherwise they 
would not have held theraselveB back of their own accord.” 
In the Holy Qur’an, God has also praised those people 
who could not take part in Jihad, despite their burning 
zeal and were ever afterwards smitten with sorrow over 
this deprivation. 
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'Wa 13 alalladhlna idhS ma atauka litahmilahum 
qulta la ajidu m3 ahmilulcum 'alaihi tawallau wa 
'dyunuhum tafldu minaddam' i hazanan alia yajidu m3 
yvnfiqun. ( 9 . g 2 ) 

“Nor unto those whom, when they came to thee 
(asking that thou shouldest mount them thou didst tell : 
I cannot find whereupon to mount you. They turned back 
with eyes flowing with tears, for sorrow that they oould not 
find means to spend.” 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : “The man who died without waging 
a struggle in the way of God or had no yearning in his 
heart to wage such a struggle, has died in a state of 
hypocrisy”. (Muslim) 

In fact anybody whose heart is devoid of the spirit of 
fighting in the way of God and of sacrificing his life and 
resources for the cause of the Almighty is not a true 
believer. 



Etiquettes of 
Preaching 

1. Observe perfect decorum and propriety while preaching 
and propagating Islam. Adopt such an appropriate, 
dignified, and calculated technique to communicate your 
message as to generate fervour and zeal in the listener. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 

j «jJji i-Lpjjij SjJJ jll ji £11 
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Vd'o ltd eahili rabtik’u b’ilhikmati imlmad- i- zati- 
hasanati 10 a jadilhum billati hiya ahsan, (IQ : J 25 ) 

“Call unto the way of thy Lord with wisdom and 
fair exhortation and reason with them in the better way”. 

This comprehensive verse of the Holy Qur’an contains 
instructions regarding three principles : 

(1) The call must be made in the most appropriate manner. 

(2) The instruction and guidance roust be provided in the 
best possible way. 

(3) Discussion and reasoning should be fair aud courteous, 
Calling jjj a wise manner means to communicate your 

message according to the situation and circumstances 
aptitude of the people, their intellect and understanding and 
their social environments and status. Do not waste this' 
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precious treasure of knowledge and wisdom in ft haphazard 
way. Address each class, group or individual according to 
their ability, capacity, and their mental level. Always start 
your discussion from such universal truths as are mutually 
conceded to and pave the way for mutual understanding 
and agreement. 

Arouse one’s best sentiments with sincerity and 
devotion. Create and develop in him an urge and desire to 
know the truth. Thus he will not only achieve peace of 
mind but adopt and accept the faith as his own inner 
urge. It will Berve as a source of nourishment for his 
soul and a tranquilizer for his passions and sentiments. 

* To be courteous in criticism and discussion means 
that you should offer constructive criticism. Your criti- 
cism should reflect your earnestness and sincerity. Your 
style should be so convincing and simple that the intran- 
sigence, hate, obstinacy, prejudice or prido may get no inlet 
Your approach should be so rational and impressive and 
your discussion so charming and thought provoking as to 
make the listener think over your arguments and to feel 
an irresistible -attraction towards the truth. Whenever 
you feel intransigence in attitude and reasoning, stop dis- 
cussion and take leave. 

2. Propagate religion aB a whole and do not 'add' to or expunge 
anything from its teachings or principles of your own 
accord. The preacher of Islam has no discretion to 
project what he thinks fit and to withhold what he does 
* not think fit to project. 

God affirms : 
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Wa-idhd tutla'alaihim ayatund bayyinStin qdlalladhina 
la yarjuna liqaana’ti biqurdnin ghairi hazd au baddilhu 
qul ma yakunu li an ubaddilahu min. tClqai • nafsi in 
attabiu illd ma yiihS ilayya inni akhaju in ‘asaitu r abbi 
__ ‘adhaba yaumin • azim . Qul lau ahqflltahu ma talautuhu 
' alaikum tvala adrdkum bihi faqad labithtu-fikum umran 
min qablihi afala t'aqiliin. Faman azlamwmimmaniflara 
‘ alallahi kadhiban au kadhdhaba bi-aydtihi. Jnnahu la 
yujlihul mujrimun. (JO : 15-17). 

“And when Our dear revelations are recited unto them 
.they who look not for the meeting with us say : Bring a 
lecture other than this, or change it. Say (0 Muhammad) : 
It is not for me to change it of my own accord. I only 
follow that which is inspired in me : Lo ! if I disobey my 
Lord I fear the retribution of an aweful day. Say : If Allah 
had so willed I should not have recited it to you nor would 
He have made it known to you. I dwelt among you a 
whole lifetime before it {came to me). Have ye then no 
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sense * Who doeth greater wrong than he who inventeth 
a lie concerning Allah and denieth His revelations ? Lo ! the 
guilty never are successful. 

However unfavourable the circumstances may be, the 
preacher must prqpagate religion in its true and whole form. 
It is a hideous crime to introduce innovations into or to 
make alterations intho principles and teachings ordained by 
Allah to suit the prevailing trends. The people who are 
guilty of such alterations are the losers in this world as well 
as in the world Hereafter. Islam is a roligion ordained by 
God who is All Knowing and Omniptent. His knowledge 
is eternal and there is nothing beyond His knowledge. 
He errs not, and has complete knowledge of whole of.this 
universe right from beginning to the end. Whatever be the 
human conquests in the field of science and technology, dis- 
coveries and explanations, all are subject to the Supreme 
Will of Allah. Nobody has got any right to make any 
addition or alteration in the Code of life ordained by Him. 
So much so that the Holy Prophet (p. b. u. h.), through 
whom this code of life has been conveyed to us, has been 
introduced to us as the most ideal servant of Allah who 
follows what is ordained to him in letter and spirit and 
dares not overrule His mandate. 

3. Convey the .message of Islam in a natural way, so that 
it may not be taken as an unnatural burden The people 
may take it as a remedy for all their ills and sufferings 
instead of feeling scared and developing hatred against it. 
You should be so polite and rational in conveying the 
message of Islam to the people that they may feel an iresieti- 
ble attraction towards Islam. Had rat Mu‘awiya ibn Hakam 
{God be pleased with him) states: ‘‘Once I was saying pray- 
ers behind tlio Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
beupon him) when a man sneezed. I responded to the sneeze 
by saying -S' y, in the course of the prayer. The people 
began to stare at me. I said ; “May God bless you I Why 
are you staring at me ? The people indicated to me by 
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gestures to keep quiet. I kept quiet. When the prayer 
was over, the Holy Pfophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him and may my father and mother be sacrificed 
for him, never did I see a better guide: and teacher 
before or after him) neither reproached me, nor beat me, 
nor blamed me. He only said to me “Look. This is prayer 
and it is not admissible to talk during the prayer. Prayer is 
meant to acknowledge the purity, supremacy and exalted- 
ness of God and to recite the Holy Qur’an”. 

4. Be moderate in your writing, speech and conversation 
while conveying the message and call of Islam so that the 
listeners may feel , hopeful as well as seized with awe. 
Neither overstress the terrifying aspects of the punish- 
ment for sins, lest the people should lose all hopes of 
mercy from Allah and consider salvation not only difficult 
but impossible; nor ehould you present such a rosy 
and one-sided picture of the kindness and forgiveness 
of God that people become fearless and irresponsible in 
their actions and feel free to transgress the divine com- 
mands trusting upon the Munificence and Forgiving Nature 
of the Lord. 

Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) observed : t 

“The best scholar is he who invites the people to obey 
and submit before Allah in such a manner that people do 
not lose hope in God ; he neither gives them allowances to 
commit transgressions against the Law of God nor 
makeB them fearless of Divine punishment.” 

5. Observe perseverance and constancy in missionary activi- 
ties. Continue implementing your programme with 
fortitude and a high sense of responsibility. Avoid the 
habit of abandoning your programmes half-way and 
chalking out new schemes. Do little, but do it steadily^ 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 



"The beet deed is the one which, however little it 
may be, is done constantly and regularly”. 

6. Meet all hardships and trials that confront you while 
preaching and propagating Islam cheerfully and' with 
patience and fortitude 

The Holy Qur’an a ffirms ; 

Wa’mur bilma'rufl wanha'anil munkari waabir 'aid m3 
aadbaka. (3J ; 17) 

"And enjoin kindness and forbid iniquity and perse- 
vero whatever may befall thee”. 

Hardships and difficulties do come in the way of truth 
and submission to Allah, These trials and hardships 
strengthen faith in Allah and season one’s character and 
morals. This is why Allah puts those to trial who claim 
to be His servants and the trial gets harder and harder 
for those who are better seasoned in faith and devotion. 

God affirms : 
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Walanablu t oannakum bishai-im mined khaufi walpi'ium 
naqaim minalamtc&li wal anfuai waaaamarSt wa bash - 
shiriss&birinalladhiva idha asabathttm musibatun qdld 
innilillahi tea «nnd ilaihi rdji'un. VUti'ka 'alaihim 
salawdtwn min rahbihim tea rahmatun tea Hid* ilea Humul 
muhtadUn ( 2 : 155-57) 

"And moat certainly Bhall We try you by means of 
tome fear, and hnnger and lose of worldly gooda, lives and 
frnita. and glad tidings to the patient who, when adversity 
overtakes them, say : Surely Allah’s we are, and unto 
Him we are to return. It iB they, upon whom there are 
blessings of their Lord and (His) mercy and it is they alone 
who are guided aright." 

'Hadrat Sa'd (God be pleased with him) submitted to 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him): "O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon you) 1 Which person is put to the severest trial ?” 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : ‘‘The persons who are pu.t to the severest 
trials are firstly the Prophets of God (peace be upon them), 
then those who are nearest to the prophetB in conviction and 
devotion, and then those who are next to them in their 
faith and submission. In fact one is tried according to his 
conviction and devotion. Whoever is firm in his conviction 
and devotion is put to a hard test and whoever is weak in 
faith and submission . is confronted with a mild trial and 
these trials continue till a man is purged of all traces of 
sin.” (Mishkat) 

Recounting his own experience, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘ 
“Never was a man more persecuted in the way of Allah 
than I was and never was a man more threatened in the 
way of Allah as I was. We spent thirty days and thirty. 



night, in fflioh state that Bilal (God be pleased with him) 

and I had nothing that a living being could eat, save some 
little provisions in the small pack which Bilal (God be 
pleased with him) kept under his arm.” (Tirmidhi) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also affirmed : 

"Any person who will make an effort to be patient 
shall be granted patience by Allah. And there is no bless- 
ing which encompasses more good than patienoe.” 

(Bukhari, Muslim) 

In fact, trials are essential for strengthening and 
carrying forward the movement. No movement can achieve 
success without passing through periods of trial, especially 
a movement which calls for a universal revolution in 
human society and plans to raise the sooial structure of 
human life on entirely new foundations. 

Reminiscing about the days when the stone-hearted 
Meccans were perpetrating endless tortures on the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
his illustrious Companions (God be pleased with them), 
Hadrat Khabbab ibn al-Arat (God be pleased with him) 
related : 

"The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) was resting with a sheet plaoed under his sacred 
head in the shade of Bait- Allah (Houbo of God) when we 
reached hiB presence with the complaint : "0 Prophet of 
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) 1 Don’t 
you seek aid for us from God 1 Don’t you pray for an end 
to this oppression 1 (How long will this period of trial 
continue and when will it come to an end 1). The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) heard 
our complaint and observed : There had been people before 
you who faced unprecedented trials and oppressions. Often 
one of them was made to stand in a pit, half buried in the 
ground, and his body was sliced into two parts with a saw 



like a log of wood, yet tho man refused to renounce his faith 
Their flesh was pierced through with steel combs till the 
iron nails reached the bones and tbo fibres, yet the devo- 
tees of God did not resile from truth. By God, Islam 
shall prevail and you will see (such a state of peace and 
security) that a man riding from San'aa (the Capital of 
Yemen) to Hadramut will have nothing to fear on the 
way except Allah. The shepherds will only fear the 
wolves lest they should carry off their goats. But, alas, 
you show impatience.” ( Bukhari ) 

Had rat Mua’wiya (God be pleased with him) relates : 
“I have heard the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observing, “There shall always remain 
a group among my Ummah who will defend Islam and their 
faith. Those who do not support them or oppose them 
shall never be able to destroy or eliminate them till the 
final word from Allah. These defenders of Faith shall 
remain firm in their oonviotion. ( Bukhari , Muslim) 

7. Do not Bhow undue toleration, or Bhower undeserved praise 
on any one, nor sacrifice principles under any circum- 
stances. In affirmation of a virtue of the believers, the 
Holy Qur’an says : 
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Ashiddau ‘alal kuffar. 

“They deal strictly with the non-believers.” 

In other words, tho believers are extremely strict about 
matters of religion and principle and under no circum- 
stances do 'they compromise their . principles or tolerate 
wrong-doing. They can bear anything, but cannot 
sacrifice their religion or principles. God has transmitted 
through the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) the following to the Muslims : 
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FaiidhaliJca fad'u wastaqim kama umirta wala tattab’i 
akwaahum. 

“Unto this then summon (0 Muhammad). And be 
thou upright as thou art commanded, and follow not 
their lusts.” 

Accommodation for wrong-doing, nndue toleration 
and compromise with falsehood are the weaknesses that 
destroy one’s faith and religion. 

The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah bo 
upon him) has observed : 

“When the tribe of Israel began to transgress the 
oommands of God, their learned men checked them, but 
they did not refrain from their wicked deeds. Their 
learned men instead of boyootting their society, continued 
to attend their oompany and ate and drank with them. 
Consequently God equated these pious Ulemas with the 
transgreessors and cursed them through His Prophets, 
Hadrat Dawud and Hadrat ‘Isa (peaoe and blessings of 
Allah be upon them). God cursed the Israelites because 
they followed the path of disobedienoe to God and went 
too far on this way.” The reporter of this Tradition 
‘Abdullah b. Mas'ud (God be pleased with him) relates : 
“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) changed his reolining posture and sat ereot and 
observed : No, I swear by Him Who hath power over 
my life, you will certainly continue to enforce virtue 
and curb evil and you will hold the hand of the 
oppressor and bend the tyrant before truth. If you do 
not act as you must, you too shall assimilate with them 
and God shall withhold all His blessings and guid- 
ance from you and forsake you completdfy, just as He 
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deprived the Israelites of His clemency. 

8. To train and reform your children and to prepare them 

for the duty of establishing religion is not'only your fore- 
most obligation, but a logical sphere of your activity. 
On the other hand, it is unwise and unnatural to ignore 
your children and get yourself busy in missionary ’ aotivi* 
vities outside. It is a gross negligence and an escape 
from duty. It is as if you leave your own family writhing 
in agony of hunger and thirst during famine and go out " 
in search of the needy to distribute grain among 
them to display your munificence. It shows that you 
are quite incapable of perceiving the suffering of hunger 
and thirst and are devoid of the sense of kinship and 
love ; nor can you appreciate the wisdom that lies 
behind the act of distributing grain. The Holy Qur’an 
enjoins upon the believers : 
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Ya-ayyuhalladhlna amanu qu anfusahum wa ahllkum 
nari. 

“0 Believers 1 Save yourselves and your families from 
the fire of Hell". 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has elucidated the same verse as follows : 

"En h one of you is a guardian and is charged with 
a responsibility, and each one of you shall be held 
accountable for those who have been placed under your care. 
The ruler is a guardian and he shall be held to account for 
the affairs of his subjects. The husband is the guardian of 
his family ; the woman is the guardian of her husband’s 
home and children. So each one of you is a guardian and 
charged with a responsibility and each one of you shall be 
called to account for the affairs of those who have been 
placed under your care”. {Bukhari, Muslim) 



9. Expend some care upon reforming and cultivating' 
your neighbours and the people living around you and 
consider this task as a part of your duty. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) delivered a sermon one day and in the course 
of his sermon praised some Muslims and then observed : 
“Why is it so that some people do not impart religious 
knowledge to their neighbours and do not season them • 
in religion, neither do they warn them of the fearful 
consequences of their ignorance of religion, nor restrain 
them from committing evil deeds ? And why is it so that 
some of you do not care to learn religion from their 
neighbours and do not acquire an understanding of its 
purpose and Bpirit, nor do they try to ascertain the fearful 
consequences of remaining ignorant of religion. By 
God ! The people must teach religion to their neighbours 
and inculcate an understanding of religion among them. 
The people should guide their neighbours, give them good 
counsel and restrain them from wrong and evil. Besides, 
it is the duty of people to learn religion from their 
neighbours, acquire an understanding of religion and accept 
their counsels or else I shall punish them soon”.The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) then 
descended from the pulpit concluding his sermon. 

Those who were present there enquired from each 
other : Against whom the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) delivered this war- 
ning *” The others said, “The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) was alluding in his 
speeoh to the people of the tribe of Ash’ar. These people 
are well-versed in religion, but their neighbours, who 
live in the Oasis, are ignorant yokels”. When the 
people of the tribe of Ash'ar came to know of the sermon 
delivered by the Holy Prophet (peace . and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) they presented themselves before the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 



and submitted : “0 Prophet of God (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon you) ! You were pleased to shower 
praise on 3ome people and expressed your displeasure to- 
wards us. Kindly let us know what is wrong with us !” 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : "It is the duty of the people to teach 
religion to their neighbours ; they ought to preach to 
them, educate them and restrain them from wrong and 
evil. Likewise it is the duty of the people to learn 
religion from their neighbours and to accept their counsels. 
They should also cultivate an understanding of religion, 
otherwise I shall punish them Boon in this world”. 
The people of the tribe of Ash’ar again submitted: “O 
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you; 1 
Should we inculcate the .spirit of religion among others' ?" 
The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : “Yes, indeed, it is your duty”.' There- 
upon the people submitted : “0 Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon you) 1 Allow us a grace period 
of one year”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) granted them a grace period of one 
year within whioh they were to teach religion to their 
neighbours and inouloate an understanding of religion 
among them. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) then recited the following verses : 
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304 


“Those of the children, of Israel who went astray were 
cursed by the tongue of David, and of Jesus son of Mary. 
That was because they rebelled and used to transgress. 
They restrained not one another from the wickedness they 
did. Verily evil was they used to do”. 

10. Respect and give due regard to the religious beliefs and 
sentiments of the people among whom you are performing 
your pleasant duty of preaching and propagating religion. 
Do not desecrate the names of their forbears or loaders ; 
neither attack their beliefs, nor denounce their religious 
doctrines. You should preach your religion in a positive 
manner with sense and wisdom. Your criticism, 
instead of provoking the listeners, shall be earnestly aimed 
at driving home your preachings to them. Impassioned 
criticism and disparaging speech never succeeds in bringing 
about the desired change in the addressoe. On the other 
hand, there is an ever present danger in this case that 
feelingB of pride in ignorance and prejudice may be ignited 
in the listener and under their influence he may pass 
impudent remarks upon God and religion and instead of 
drawing near to religion may go farther astray. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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Wa Id taaubbulladhlna yad'una min diinillahi fayasub- 
bullaha • adwan bighairi 'ilm. 

“(O Believers !) Do not revile those whom they call 
besides Allah lest they should unknowingly take to revil- 
ing Allah out of enmity”. 

11. When you become a missionary for spreading the message of 
God, you should confine your activities to calling people 
towards God and nothing else. Do not call the people of 
God towards anything other than God ; do not issue your 
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call in the name of a country, people, race, or language; 
nor call them on behalf of a party. The objective of the 
believer is to' obey the Will of God. Call people towards total 
submission to God and cultivate an assurance among them, 
that the slave’s duty is to worship his Creator and Master, 
be it in the sphere of his individual or family life, or in 
social and political affairs. The slave should obey in all 
sphoros of his life the order of his Lord and Creator and 
submit to His Law with sincerety and devotion. A Muslim 
can have no objective before him other than this. He 
should, therefore call others also to achieve this 
objective. Whenever the believer should dare turn his 
back upon the Commands of God and set up anything else 
than , obedience to the Will of Allah as his objective, he 
shall be condemned and rejected in both the worlds. 
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Wa man ahaanu qaulan mimman da' a ilallahi wa 
'amila salihan wa qala innant minal mualimin. 

“Who is better in speech than he who calls people 
towards God, acts righteously and says ‘1 am surely of 
those who submit * r . 



Etiquettes of 
Discipline and 
Organization 

1. Form a strong organization for propagating religion and 
make a concentrated and collective struggle to establish 
Islamic Order. 
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j Jl 0 jCiJ j 

• J 

wal takun minkum ummatun yad'una ilalkhairi tva 
ya'muriina bil ma’rufi wa yanhauna ‘anil munkar. 

“And there must exist at least a group among you 
which should call people towards goodness enjoining 
good and prohibiting wrong and evil. 

"Al-Khair” denotes all that is naturally good and 
whioh has always been regarded as good by human nature 
and which has been attested as good by the revealed 
Books. A comprehensive and systematic form of all that is 
good and virtuous is the religion of God whioh the 
Apostles (peace be upon them) have been transmitting to 
the world in every successive epoch and whose final, 
complete, authentic and fully preserved form is the Quran 
and Sunnah which the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peaoe 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) bequeathed to the 
Ummah. To call people towards this good and to enrich 
the world with virtue it is imperative that Muslims ^hould 
form a party and perform this duty in an organized 
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manner. They should forge strong and well-kint front and 
launch a well-organized and concentrated struggle to 
eliminate the wrong and evil from every sphere of life. 
Allah describes this unity and strength of the Muslims with 
appreciation and praise and lauds their collective and 
concentrated struggle. 

» •*»-- s - • . . t .0-#;. < i , ,, s 

A . 1 j J OjL'li JjJUl 4^1 ,31 


Innallaha yuhibbulladhlna yuqitiliina fl aabilihl aaffan 
kaannakum bunydnum maraua. 

Verily God loves those who fight in His cause arrayed 
in ranks as though they were a atruoture cemented with 
molten lead. 

Stressing the importance of oolleotive struggle and 
advising Muslims to live as an organized body, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he upon him) observed: 
“Three men who live in a jungle are forbidden to live 
together save they choose one from among themselves 
as their Amir (chief)”. < Muntaqa ) 

Further the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed: 

“The person who wishes to secure a dwelling place in 
the oentre of Paradise ought to. remain firmly attached to 
the ■"Al-Jama’at” for the devil haunts a single person, but 
if two persons join together, the devil runs away as 
fat as possible. 

“Al-Jama’at” implies a well-organized sooiety of 
Muslims which is governed by the rule of Shariah under 
Caliph hod the Muslima as a whole agree* and 
to fcki^horiti«»Ctea<krship. In such • slattern 
Vm* in no Jwttftcettofl, whatsoever, for any Muslim to keep 
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himself away and aloof from snch a society. In case 
such a society and such an organization does not exist 
make an all out concentrated an£ collective efforts to 
bring about such a society which is called Al-Jama’at 
in Islamic terminology. 

2. Make Islam the foundation of your unity and organiza- 
tion as the distinguishing feature of an Islamic organisa* 
tion is nothing but total submission to Allah. Any 
organisation , unity or alliance based on any thing other 
than total cubmission to Allah shall not be termed as 
Islamic, as it is not based on the foundation of Islam. 
The real base of brotherhood and bond of unity is Islam 
and Islam only. Anything other than Islam cannot 
cement relations of brotherhood and unison. It will rather 
disperse and disintegrate the people and instead of forming 
a powerful and well-knit unit and organization with 
singularty of purpose and procedure, they will be divided 
into several Beets and factions. 

If you form a party, the only objective before yon 
should be to establish the rule of God and all your 
struggle and efforts should be devoted to achieve this goal 
only. 

, - - • >w< . • » » * « » i • - • * - • - 

<0)1 <Uw IjJ jka Vj 
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Wa'atasimu bihablillahi jaml'an* wala tafarraqii 
j oadhkuril n'imatallahi ‘alaikum idh kuntum a'ad&’an 
fa-aUafa baina qulubikum fa-aebahtum bin’imatihi 
ikhwSnS. • * 03 ) 

The Holy Qur'an affirms: 
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"And hold fast all of you together to this rope of Allah 
and do not separate. And remember Allah’s favour unto 
you how ye were enemies and Ho made friendship between 
your hearts so that ye became as brothers by His grace 

‘The rope of God, means Islam, the ‘Religion of 
God’. According to the Holy Qur’an, it is Islam which 
forms the basis of the unity and organisation for 
Muslims. Anything else will only divide them into a 
number of factions instead of uniting and unifying them. 

3. Love those working for the cause of Islam from the core of 
your heart and consider this connexion as the most impor 
tant and the most inestimable of all connexions. 

Describing the characteristics of the believers, the 
Holy Qur’an affirms: 

• « , *1 , * ,« > . I 0, . * , . 

jl jl L/l ijjB' jJ y j jI»- 
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La tajidu qauman yuminuna billahi walyaumil dkhiri 
yuwadduna man had-dalliiha wa rasiilahu ua lau kanu 
aba'ahum au abnd'ahum au ikhiodnahum au ashiratahum, 

(58 : 22 ). 

"Then will not find folk who believe in Allah and the 
Last Day loving those who oppose Allah and His Messenger 
even though they be their fathers or their sons or their 
brothers or their clan. 

4. Extend support and good counsel to your colleagues in the 
party and keep alive the spirit of mutual guidance and 
advice in your party life, for this is the real key to success. 
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, ^«al b yf^yj (J>J b yo\y j OadvaJ I 


W'oi'asrt innal insana lafi khvsrin illalladhin amanu ua 
‘ amilussalihati wata wasau bil haqqi wa tawasaulissabr . 

By the time, surely man is ever in a state of loss 
except those who believe and do righteous deeds and 
exhort one another to preach Truth and exhort one another 
to be steadfast. 

6. Observe party discipline with full care, and do not 
consider it only a meana of strengthening your party, but 
deem it as a religious duty. 

God affirms: 

. , . . > , , , > • f -s 
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/nraomal mo‘ minunal-ladhlna amanu billahi.wa rasulihi 
wa idkd kanu ma'ahu ‘ala amrin jami-’inlam yadh-habu 
hatta yasta' -dhinuhu . Innalladkina yasta' dhinu-naka 
ulSikalladhina yo'miniina billahi wa rasulihi. (24 : 62) 
“They only are true believers who believe in Allah and 
His Messenger and when they are with him on some 
common errand go not away until they have asked leave of 
him. Lo! those who ask leave of thee, those are they who 
believe in Allah and His Messenger”. 
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Party discipline and loyalty and devotion to the 
leader is not only a legal point, , but an important 
issue of Shar iah. The Holy Qur’an has affirmed the true 
faith of those who are loyal to party discipline and in no 
case abandon their party duty without leave of their 
leader. 

6. Extend sincere co-operation in all the good works that 
are being carried out by the party and exert yourself to the 
maximum • in this effort. Do not stain the purity of 
your moral character by entertaining any evil sentiments 
such as selfishness, or personal motives and .self-glorifi- 
eation. 

The Holy Qur’an enjoins upon the believers: 

tSjUlj _ r -J' Jp 'yijU-J j 

Wata'auanii ‘alalbirri watlaqivd. 

' “And co-operate with each other in good works of 
piety and God-fearing”. 

7. Maintain cordial relations with your colleagues. If at times 
a difference of opinion arises, resolve the dispute at once 
and keep your heart clear of any feelings of grudge. 

. f , , , , . > , , , jj. 

Fattaqulldha wa-aslihv dhata bainikum. 

“So fear God and maintain cordial relations among 
yourselves”. 

8. Obey the Amir of the Islamic Party with all sincerety 
and in good spirit and remain loyal and devoted to him. 

The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed: 

“It is the duty of the Muslims to listen to and obey 
the order of their leader, regardless of the consideration 



372 


whether such an order is agreeable or disagreeable to them, 
provided such an order does not constitute a transgression 
of God's law. In case such an order is issued as is repug- 
nant to God’s law, it should not be listened to, nor 
obeyed. ( Bukhari Muslim ) 

Had rat Tamim Dari reports that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: 

“Religion means devotion and loyalty’ 1 . The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
repeated this observation three times. Thereupon we 
submitted: “Devotion and loyalty to whom ?” The Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessingsof Allah be upon him) obser- 
ved: “Devotion and loyalty to God, His Messenger, His 
Book, the leaders of Muslims and the mass of Muslims.” 

( Muslim ) 

9. Avoid party chauvinism, bigotry and factionalism. Co- 
operate with everyone with an open heart and in good 
cheer. Esteem those who are working for the cans® of 
religion. Deal with them in good faith and sincerity and 
consider them as your colleagues and comrades. All those 
who work for the cause of religion are in reality supporters 
and helpers of one another. The goal of everyone of them 
is the glory of religion and all of them wish to serve 
religion according to their lights. It is auspicious 
and fruitful to point out each other’s faults in a 
spirit of friendship and understanding and to focus 
attention on correct mode of thought and action. On the 
other hand, it is below the dignity and office of the 
preachers of religion to indulge in such despicable conduct 
as hatred, friction, envy, grudge, confrontation and 
hostile propaganda against each other. The character of 
the preachers must be clear of all these blemishes who 
sincerely and truly wish to expond their energies and 
talents in the way of God and to render some service to 
the cause of Islam during their lifetime. 



Etiquettes of 
Leadership 

1. To lead and guide the Islamic party choose a person 
who excels others in piety and fear of God. Heritage nor 
wealth is the basis of leadership or eminence in Islam. 
The best person in Islam is he who foars God most. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 

J /* u* ^ ^ Ul ^ 

Y a-ayyuhannaau inna khalaqnakutn min dhakarin tva 
untha wa ja'alndkum ahuuban t oa qabai'la lita'arafu 
invAi akramakum ‘indallahi atqakum. (49 :13 ) 

“0 mankind ! Lo ! we have created you male and 
female, and have made you nations and tribeB so that, ye 
may know one another. Lo ! the noblest of you in the sight 
of Allah, is the best in conduct.” 

2. Regard the election of a leader as a saored duty and use 
your vote as a trust from God only in favour of person 
who in your viow is best qualified to discharge the onerous 
responsibility of leadership. 

God affirms : 


j«A *UJ'» . ( 4 ^ J' O'" O' 
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Innallaha ya'viurukum an tuaddal amdnaii ila ahliha. 

(4 : 58), 

•<Lo ! Allah Commandeth you that you restore 
deposits to their owners." 

This is a precise principle which encompasses all kinds 
of trusts. In the context of this Chapter ‘trusts 
denote the responsibilities of an Islamic Party *- *• 
the duty of leadership should be vested by open choice in 
such a person who is the best qualified among you to dis- 
charge the onerous responsibility of leadership. To cast 
your vote in this case in a partisan spirit or to show 
undue favour or to act under the influence of other 
oxtraneous factors is a breach of trust. The character of 
a believer must be free from the taint of breach of trust. 

3. If you are to lead an Islamic Party, you should 
be ‘fully conscious of your responsibilities and should 
discharge your duty with complete honesty,- diligence, 
sense of responsibility and energy. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“God shall ban the entry of that person into Para- 
dise who is entrusted tho duty of administering the 
affairs of Muslim society aud he betrays their trust”. 

(Bukhari, Muslim) 

Tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings ef Allah be upon 
him) also observed : 

‘ The person who accepts the charge of administering 
the affairs of Muslims and then does not serve their 
interests and does not tiro himself out in their service to 
tho same extent that ho tires himself out to fulfil his 
own personal needs, God shall throw such a man headlong 
into the firo of Hell’’. (Tabrdni) 

4. Treat your subordinates with tenderness, affection, 
fairness and large-heartedness so that they may co-operate 
with you willingly and God may grant your Party the 
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favour of rendering some service to Mam. Describ- 
ing the virtues of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), the Holy Qur’an says : 

-UJ ' ^ J j ^ cj 4jil i*>.j UJ 

* ' 0 ^ til j** Jl* . i i»U y- ,j» I jJiaJ V 

Fabima rahmatim minallshi linta lahum wa lau kunta 
fazzan ghalizal qalbi lanfaddu min haulik. {3 : 159). 

“It was by the mercy of Allah that thou vast lenient 
with them (0, Muhammad), for if thou hadst been Btom 
and fierce of heart they would have dispersed from 
round about thee,” 

“Moreover, God has urged the Holy Prophet (peaoe 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) : 

*X\0 alyJtJI, 

Wakhfid janShaka limanitiab'aka minal mo'minin. 

{26 : 215). 

“And lower thy wing (in tenderness) unto those 
believers who follow thee.” 

In the course of a speech, Hadrat ‘Umar b. Khattab 
(God be pleased with him) remarked : 

!‘0 people 1 You owe us a duty to support us sincerely 
in our absence and assist us in performing deeds of 
piety.” Furthermore he observed : 

. "Officers of the Government ! No tenderness is greater 
before God and more profitable than the tenderness and 
leniency shown by the head of the executive. Similarly, 
no lack of wisdom and ineptness is more damaging, 
dangerous and despicable than the indiscretion, whimsical 
nature and haphazard actions of the executive head. 
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6. Realize the importance of your colleague#. Respect 
their sentiments and pay due regard to their needs. Treat 
them in such a fraternal way that they should look 
upon you as their greatest well-wisher. 

Haqlrat Malik ibn Huwarith relates : “Once some of us 
young men who were of the same age group went to stay 
with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and lived in his auspicious company for twenty 
days. The Holy Apostle of Qod (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) was no doubt extremely kind and 
tender-hoarted. When the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) felt that we were homesick, 
he (peace and blessingB of Allah be upon him) enquired 
from us : “What relations have you left behind at homel" 
We submitted details, whereupon the Holy ‘ Prophet (peaoe 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) advised us : “You 
should now return home and live with them and teach 
them what you have learnt and propagate good deeds 
among them. Tell them the exact hours of prayers and 
when the time of prayer approaches, one of yon should 
announce the call and he who excels all others in learning 
and character among you should lead the prayers.” 

6, Appreciate the worth and importance of your colleagues 
and considering them your real assest, take pains to train 
them in right earnest. Do not underrate them as poor 
and destitute nor covet those upon whom Qod has 
bestowed worldly pomp, grandeur and wealth. 

OjPJ-j JjiJl £ dJL-sJ 
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Wasbir nafsalea ma'alladhina yad'una rabbahum 
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hilghadati wah'aahiyyi yuridu <ut wajhahu ualo r a du 
atnska turidu lituital-hoystiddimyd. (2J .. 29) 

"Re. train thy. elf .long with those who cry 

"“"'“S' Hi. =»unten,n„ 

•nd let not thine eye. overlook them de,iring the pomp of 
tb® Jife of the world.” * 


In fact the people who have devoted their 
live, and reaonreee to the propagation and preaching of 
religion are the veritable u.et of a religion. p . rty 
The duty of the party leader i. to realiae the value of there 
people and concentrate all hi. attention on their education 
and training. 


7. Settle and execute all party matter, in eoneultation with 
your colleague.. Try to develop their interest in the party 
and consolidate their enpport for the aotivitie. of the 
party. God, in praiae of the believer., ,l,o affirm, that 
they nettle their affairs by mutual eoneultation. 


• |H-~i tfjr* |r*wl J 


Wa amruhum third bainahum. 

“And their affair, are (eettled) by mntnal connulta- 
tion.” 


God has urged the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) to consult his companions in matters 
of special importance. 

• J j 

Wa thdwirhum fil-amr. 

“And oonsult them in (important) matters.” 

8. Display generosity and selflessness in party matters. Do 
not seek to advanoe your own or your family’s interest 
in any party matter. On the other hand, show a liberal 
and unselfish conduct so that your colleagues may 
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always be prepared to make all sacrifices with a willing 
heart and may not feel disillusioned with the party or 
sever their connection with it or may not be moved to act 
with selfish and interested motives. Hadrat Abu Bakr (God 
be pleased with him) onoe observed to Hadrat ‘Umar (God 
be pleased with him) : 

“0 son of Khattab 1 I have chosen yon and appointed 
you over Muslims so that you may deal with them with 
kindness. You have been a Companion of the Holy 
Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him). You 
know how the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) used to prefer our interest to his own 
interest and that of our family to his family, so much 
so that we often returned as a gift to the Prophet’s family 
whatever we reoeived from him in excess of our needs and 
requirements. 

(Kitab al-Kkarij) 

9. Always avoid partiality and nepotism and never show 
undue regard and toleration. Hadrat Yazid b. Sufyan 
(God be pleased with him) relates : “When Hadrat Abu 
Bakr (God be pleased with him) appointed me chief 
of the army and sent me towards Syria, he gave me the 
following instructions : 

’ O Yazid I You have some kinsmen and relations. 
It is possible that you may feel tempted to prefer them to 
others for appointment to offices of trust. This is what 
1 fear most about you. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : “God will aooept no compensation 
or consideration from a person who is responsible for the 
affairs of the Muslims and appoints a man to an office of 
authority over Muslims merely on the basis of kinship or 
friendship, so muoh so that God shall oonsign the guilty 
person to Hell”. (Kitab al-Zkaraj) 



10. Maintain strict party discipline as far as is possible and 
do not show weakness or leniency' in matters of discipline. 




«1Y jjJIi . «0»l 


J’o tdfcos<‘aifcan«ifca lib'adhi tha'nihim fa'dkan liman 
shi'la minhum wastaghfir lakumullah. (24 : 62) 

"So, if they ask thy leave for some affair of theirs, 
give leave to whom thou wilt of them, and ask for them 
forgiveness of Allah.” 

In other words, when the members of the party assemble 
to attend to some party business and later some members 
begin to seek permission to leave on aocount. of their 
personal needs or disabilities, it behoves the leader of the 
party to aooept the requests of those people only whose 
personal needs are really more pressing than the matters 
confronting them in the meeting or of those whose 
disabilities justify their leave by canonical law and, there 
fore, must be considered and oonceded- 
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SENSE OF DEVOTION 



The Holy Prophet (peace end blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed that God has 
affirmed as follow : 


“My creatures ! Each one of yon is 
misguided, save the one whom I guide. 
So seek guidance only from Me so that 
I may instruct you. My people ! Each 
one of you is famished, save the onfc whom 
I feed. So apply to Me only for subsis- 
tence, so that I may grant you livelihood. 
My slaves ! Each one of you is naked, 
save the one whom I dress with an 
apparel, so besceh clothing from Me so 
that I may dress you with garments. My 
bondmen ! You commit sins day and night 


and I can forgive all sins. So seek for- 
giveness from Me so that I may forgive 

you your sins. , , 

(Sahih Muslim ) 



Etiquettes of 
Repentance 


1. Never lose hope of acceptance by God of your repentance 
and petition for forgiveness. Whatever the magnitude of 
your sins, purify your soul by offering repentance and be 
hopeful of God’s mercy. Despair is the characteristic of 
unbelievers. It is the distinctive trait of the believers 
that they repent the most and under no circumstances do 
they lose hope of God’s clemency. It is disastrous to 
succumb to dismay and lose hope of Allah’s Mercy and 
clemency considering tho magnitude of sins. The most 
outstanding quality of tho favourites of Allah is that 
they do not stick to the wrong and guilt but admit their 
fault clearly and unconditionally. They are never supposed 
to be above faults and omissions, but when thoy commit 
any fault and realise the wrong done, they do all within 
their means to beg forgiveness from Allah aad to purify 
themselves of that fault and misdeed. 




4ii j i i j*.u» y 
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Walladhlna idha fa‘alu fahishatan au zalamu anfusahum 
dhakarullaha fastaghfarii lidhunu bi 'him wa man 
yaghfirudhdhunuba illallahu tea lam yuslrru ‘ala md 
fa'alii wahum y'alamun. (3 : 135) 
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“And those who when they do an evil thing or wrong 
themselves remember Allah and implore forgiveness for 
their sins— who forgiveth sins save Allah only ?— and will 
not knowingly repeat (the wrong) they did " 

And Qod affirms in another verse : 

.« * » •* - • * i •> t, , • . c ^ e t 

aUs- y iJl 'JA \i\ | ^j| 

«Y* \ liu 

Innalladklna-l-taqau idhS matiahum tSifun minathth - 
aitani tazakkard fa-idha-hum tnwhst’rtJn. (7 .• 201) 

“Lo ! those who ward off (evil) when a glamour from 
the evil troobleth them they do but remember (Allah’s 
guidance) and behold them seers”. 

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) observed : 

“All human beings without exception are sinful, but 
the best sinners are those who repent the most”. 

(Tirmidhi) 

In the Holy Qur’an, God has mentioned it as a distinct 
virtue of the believers that they offer penances before Qod 
at dawn and repent and seek His Forgiveness and God has 
urged the believers that they should rest assured that God 
shall cover their sins with His Forgiveness and Clemency, 
for He is All-Forgiving and the Most Affectionate towards 
His creatures. 

* • * r * •- *>. • * • * • - 
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WastaghfirH rabbaivm thumma tuba ilaihi inna rabbi 
rahimun toadud. ^ 

“Ask pardon of your Lord and then turn unto Him 
'repentant). Lo I my Lord is Merciful, Loving. 

2. Always be hopeful of God's Blessing, and rest assured that 
howerer great your sins may be. God’s Munificenoe is wider 
and all-encompassing. When a person who ha. committed 
a greater volume .-of sin. than the surf of the sea feels 
ashamed and offers sincere penanoe before God, He 
listens to his entreaties and grants him refuge under’ Hi. 
Meroy. 


J. IjLLsj V fd-sjf jsf l>P £j|* jail' 

t* e ,■>** 0» , f e t 
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Yu ibadi-yalladhtna atra/u ‘ala un/us.'Wn, la laqnatH 
rahmaliUah. Innallaha yaghfrudhihwiUba jamlya. 
Innahu huwal gbajurrahlm. Wa anlbii ila rabbikum m 
ashmu lahu min qaili an ya’ tiyalcnm-nl • adhabu thumma 

Mumaran. (39 ; 53, 54). 

0 My slaves who have been prodigal to their own heartl 

Despmrnot of the Mercy of Allah who forgiveth all sins, 

Go I He re the Forgiving the Merciful. Turn unto Him 
repentant ; and surrender unto Him before there come unto 
you the doom, when ye cannot be helped”. 

3. Whenever yon feel shame snd remorse snd at 
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whatever stage of your life, consider this feeling and 
realisation a special favour of God and be sure that the 
doors are always open for repentance. God accepts 
repentance of His slaves as long as they are alive. 
However, when they are at the threshold of death 
and are abont to pass over to the next world, the 
time for offering repentance expires. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be npon him) observed : 

•‘God accepts the repentance of His slave, bn t only 
before the slave has breathed his last”. (Tirmidhi) 

The brothers of Hadrat Yusuf (peace be upon him) 
pushed him into a dark well and felt sure that he was dead. 
In other words, they stood guilty. of the murder of a 
Prophet. They soaked Yusuf’s shirt in blood and 
presented it as a positive evidence of Yusuf’s death to 
their father Hadrat Ya'qub (peace be upon him). They 
assured him that a wolf had devoured Hadrat Yusuf (peace 

be upon him) Many years after the commission of this 

grave offence when the sense of guilt prevailed upon them 
they went to their father remorsefully and requested 
him : “Dear father, pray to God on our behalf and inter- 
cede with Him to grant us forgiveness”. The Messenger of 
God Hadrat Ya'qub (peace be upon him) did not disappoin 
hia sons by confronting them with the question . our 
offence is grave. Many years have elapsed since you 
committed this heinous crime, why aBk for forgiveness 
now”? Instead he undertook to offer a prayer to God 
that He Bhould grant them salvation and assured them 
that God would certainly forgive them, for God is the 
Most-Forbearing and Most Compassionate. 

US' til U3 ji. ' nJZ * 1 titit-i lyJU 

QSia yd abanastaghfirlana dhvnuband innd kunna 

Kh&ti-'in. : 97). 
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“They said. O our father 1 Ask forgiveness of our 
sins for ns, for Lo ! we are sinful.” 


* • * > * * - • t S l., o. 
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«au/a aataghfiru lakum rabbi innahu hu-walghajur- 
urrahlm. (jrg : gg) 

“He said : I shall ask forgiveness for you of my 
Lord. Lo 1 He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.” 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) told a strange tale to his Companions (God be 
pleased with them) with a view to save them from fall- 
in g a prey 4o dismay. The tale contains the moral 
that whenever at any stage of his life a believer feels 
ashamed of his misdeeds and he sincerely entreats God 
to forgive him. God shall bestow upo^him salvation and 
He shall never refuse him His favour. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : “There, was a man in ancient days 
who had committed ninety-nine murders. He enquired 
from people : "Who is the greatest scholar of the 
time ? The people gave him the name of a God-fearing 
monk. The man approached the monk and said. “Res- 
pected Sir, I am guilty of ninety -nine murders. Can my 
repentanoe and petition for forgiveness be accepted ?” 
The monk replied : “No, you stand no chances for for- 
giveness.” In ntter dismay the man killed the monk too. 
Now he had completed a century of murders. He again 
went round asking the people as to who was the greatest 
religious scholar on the earth. The people gave him the 
name of another monk. The man approached the monk 
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to offer repentance. He related his problem in detail and 
enquired from him : Sir, I have committed a hundred 

murders. Tell me. can my repentance be accepted 1 Is 
there any scope for my salvation ?” The monk replied : 
“Why not ? Nothing Blands in the Tray of acceptance of 
your repentance. Go to Buch and such country. You will 
find a few venerable slaves of God engaged in prayers and 
devotions to Him. Join them and devote yourself to the 
worship of God and hever return to your homeland, as this 
place is no more virtually suitable for you (In other words, 
it is impossible for you to remain firm upon your 
vow of repentance and to strive to reform yourself 
while living in this place.)” The man set out according 
to the directions of the monk. He had hardly covered 
half the distance when death overtook him. Now the 
angels of grace and the aDgels of torment fell into a 
dispute. The angels of grace argued, “This man repented 
of his sins anil went a long way to offer submission to 
God.” The angels of torment countered : “No, he has 

not yet performed a single act of virtue— thus the 

argumentation between the aDgels went on. In the 
meantime an angel appeared in the shape of a human 
being. The angels requested him to settle their dispute. 
He gave his verdict t “Measure the distant on both 
sides and determine which side is nearer ; the place from 
where he set out or the place where was he going”. 
When the angels measured the distance on both the 
sideB, it came out that the destination was nearer as 
oompared to the distance he had so far covered. Thus 
Allah had in fact forgiven him. (Bukhari, Muslim) 

Confess your sins only before God ; beseech Him only 
for forgiveness ; express your sense of humility, helpless- 
ness and guilt only before Him. Humility and prostra- 
tion is a tribute which man should pay only to God.. The 
iprfortunate one,' who pays this tribute of humility aud 



prostration to other haman beings who are as helpless and 
humble before God as he himself, becomes insolvent and is 
left with nothing to pay as tribute to God. Such a man 
is condemned to disgrace and ignominy. He goes to 
everybody in search of honour and respect but he gets none. 
God affirms : 
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Wa rabbukal ghafuru dhurrahmah lau yudkhidhu-hum 
bima kaaabu la'ajjala lahumul adh&ba bal-lahum 
mau'idun lan yajidu min dunihi mau'ild. {18 : 58) 

"Thy Lord is the Forgiver, Full of Meroy. If He took 
them to task now for what they earn, He would 
hasten on the doom for them ; but there is an appointed 
term from which they will find no escape. ” 

The Quran’ affirms : 
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Wa-huwalladhi yaqbalutldbata ‘an ibadihi way a' fit 
aniasayyi-dti wa ya'alamu ma taf'aliin. {42 : 25) 

" And He it is Who accepts the repentance from His 
bondmen, and pardoneth the evil deeds and knoweth what 
ye do.” 



In fact, one must himself be convinced that there is 
only one way to salvation and whoever is denied that 
approaoh, is condemned to ignominy and destitution for 
ever. The befitting attitude of mind in a believer is that 
whatever the degree of his offence he should only 
offer penitence to God and shed tears of shame only 
before Him. There is none except Allah Who only has 
the authority to grant pardon. So much so that 
even if someone tries to propitiate the Prophet excluding 
Allah, he will be deprived of favour before Allah, and will 
be discarded outright. The Prophet of Allah is also a slave 
of God soliciting His favour* and mercy. The Prophet 
has been appointd to the exalted office by virtue of his 
surpassing humility among the creatures of God and he 
makes greater penances to God in comparison with 
others. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“O people 1 Seek forgiveness of God for your sins 
and return to Him. Look at me. I offer prayers to God 
for salvation hnndreds of times in a day." (Muslim) 

Concerning the hypocrites. God affirms : 
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Yahliftina lakurn litardau ’anhum fa-in tardau ‘anhum 
fainnallaha la yanid ‘anil qaumil fdtiqin. (9 ; 96) 

"They swear unto you, that ye may ^ccept them, 
Though ye accept them. Allah verily accepteth not wrong- 
doing folk." 



The terrible episode of Hadrat Ka‘ab b. Malik (God 
be pleased with him) as related in the Holy Qur’an gives 
us a lesson that man should suffer hardships and endure 
all trials, but he should never think of abandoning sub- 
mission to God. The trials that come in. the way of 
Islam and the maximum pain and suffering he has to 
bear in the way of Allah are means to purify and 
illumine the life of man and to elevate his rank. This 
humiliation is the sure means of securing eternal prestige 
and he who abandons submission to Allah and seeks 
dignity elsewhere shall find it nowhere. Such a man will 
meet with disgrace everywhere and no eye on earth 
or in the sky shall regard him with respect. 

lil i j>- jujl j 

f— s •«-- - 

W* V (1)1 j p - f— -I p CJUp j Li 

* ss -> -i * ** •», • • — - - if : , 

w-jIjJI jt, 41I Ql \ y yJ *ji & 

(UA-^l, . 'ijjl 

Wa ‘alaththalalhal il-ladhina khullifu hatta idha ddqat 
’alaihimul ardu birnd rahubat wa ddqat ‘alaihim 
anfusuhum wa zannu an la malja' minallahi ilia ilaih. 
Thumma tdba'alaihim liyatubu Innallaha huxoattawwab- 
urrahim. {9 . n8) 

“And to the three also (did he turn in mercy) who ' 
were left behind, when the earth, vast as it is was 
straitened for them and their own souls were straitened for 
them till they bethought them that there is no refuge from 
Allah save towards Him. Then turned He unto them in 
mercy that they (too) might turn (repentant unto Him). 
Lo I Allah I He is the Relenting, the Merciful”. 
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The three referred to above are Hadrat Ka'ab b. 
Malik, Hadrat Murarah ibn Rabi‘ and Hadrat Hilal b. 
Umayya {God be pleased with them). The example of their 
penitence serves as a beacon light for the believers as long 
as the world exists. Hadrat Ka'ab b. Malik (God be pleased 
with him) who had lost his eyesight in old age and used 
to walk with the help of his son, had himself related 
the instructive episode of his exemplary penitenoe to his son 
whioh has been preserved in the Books of Tradition. 

When the preparations were being made for the battle 
of Tabuk and the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) used to call upon the people to join 
the war I regularly attended all his meetings. Whenever 
I heard him speak, I made a resolve that I would join the 
war. However, on returning home I relapsed into laziness. 
I thought there was plenty of time yet and I had all the 
provisions of the journey. Moreover, I was in good health 
and could afford the best mount. There waB nothing that 
could delay me in joining the battle. In this mood, I 
continued to postpone my departure until all holy 
warriorB had reached the field of battle and I lingered on 
in Medinah entrapped in indecision and lethargy. 

Soon the reports began to pour in that the Holy 
Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
returning and one day I heard that he had arrived ip 
Medinah- and was staying as usual in the mosque. Sol' 
went to the mosque. On arrival I found that the hypocrites 
were trying to convince the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) of the genuineness of 
their excuses on oaths. The Holy Prophet (peaoe and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) heard their insincere 
speeches and indicated his acceptance of their lame 
excuses by observing ’May God forgive you’. 

When my turn came, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired : ‘Say, what 



prevented you from coming ?’ I saw that his smile had a 
trace of annoyance, so I spoke the truth. “0 Messenger 
of God (peace and blessings of Allah.be upon you) ! As 
it happened I had no excuse. I was healthy and prosperous 
and possessed the mount. It wasmy lethargy and negli- 
gence which deprived me of this privilege”. 

On hearing me speak the truth, the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : 
“Well, then, go and wait the verdict from Allah’ 1 . I got 
up and went among the people of my tribe. The people 
of my tribe railed at me and said : “Why did you not 
offer some plausible excuse. You have always been in the 
forefront in the service of Islam”. However, when I found 
that two other friends of mine had also told the truth, I 
felt at ease and determined to hold firmly to the truth. 

Afterwards, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) issued a general proclamation that 
no one should speak to us. As soon as this proclamation 
was issued forth, the attitudes in Medinah suddenly 
changed for me. I became a helpless stranger among 
my own kith and kin. No one in the society exchanged 
greetings or entered into a conversation with me. 
One day, I felt extremely depressed and went to a 
childhood friend and cousin Abu Qatada (God be pleased 
with him). I offered him salam, but he did not recip- 
rocate. I, then, said: “Abu Qatada! I ask you in 
the name of God, tell me, am I wanting in love for God 
and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him)” Qatada (God be pleased with him) remained 
silent. I repeated my question, but he made no answer. 
When I asked him in the name of God for the third time, 
he said : “God and His Messenger (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) know better”. My heart overflowed 
with a surge of emotion and I burst into tears and 
re turned-heme with the burden of my grief enhanced. It was 
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daring those days that a Syrian trader in the bazar 
delivered to me a letter from the monarch of Ghaasan’. 
The Christian monarch had written : “It has come to 
our knowledge that your chief is subjecting you to 
extreme repression. You are not a lowly person. We 
know the worth of a man like you. Come to us. We shall 
treat you as befits your status and rank”. As Boon as I 
read the letter, my tongue uttered : “Here, is another 
calamity that has befallen me”. And I threw the letter 
into the hearth. 

Forty days had passed in this state when a courier 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) delivered his command that I should separate from 
my wife also. I enquired : “Shall I divorce her”? The 
answer came : “No, just live separately from her”. 
I despatched my wife to the home of her parents and told 
her: “Now, wait for' the verdiot from God”. 

On the fiftieth day after dawn prayers, I was sitting 
on the roof of my house highly dejected, stricken 
with extreme grief and considering life as no longer bearable, 
when suddenly someone shouted to me: ‘Ka'ab ! Congratula- 
tions’. On hearing this, I understood that the honr of my 
deliverance had come and fell in prostration to my God. 
Later people rushed towards me. They came in crowds 
and congratulated me. I rose and went straight to the 
presence of the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) . I saw his august face glowing with 
happiness. When I moved forward and greeted him, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed : ‘K‘a’ab ! Congratulations 1 This is the happiest 
day of your life”. I submitted : .“Prophet of God (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon you), is this olemenoy a 
favour froja you or from God t” The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : "This 

iB a favour from God” and then reoited the verses of Surah 
Taubah (9). 
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5. Do not delay in offering repentance. Nobody knows when 
hia life will end, and the next moment will bring death 
to him or his life shall ooutinue. Always remember your 
fast approaching end and continue to cleanse the impurity 
of sins from your heart and soul and mind and speech. 

The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

"God extends His mercy during the night so that the 
person who committed a sin during the day should return 
to Him in the night. God extends His mercy during the 
day so that the person who has committed a sin during the 
night may return to his Lord in the day time nnd seek His 
forgiveness until the sun rises from the east". (Muslim) 

The expression 'God extends His mercy, means that 
God beckons His Binful slaves towards Himself and 
desires to cover their sins with His blessings. If the 
person has committed a sin under the pressure of a 
temporary impulse, he should- immediately turn towards 
his Kind and All-Forgiving God and should lose no time, 
for sin begets sin. The Satan constantly lies in ambush 
for the human being and never misses an opportunity to 
lead man astray. 

6. Offer repentanoe with auoh true and deep sincerity of heart 
that the entire course of your life is altered and after 
repentance you may appear an entirely different man. 

God decrees : 
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Yd ayyuhaUadhlna dmanu tubu ilallahi tauhatan 
naauhd cud rabbuhum an yulcajjira ‘ankum sayyidtikum 
wayudkhilakum janndlin tajri min tahtihal anharu 
yauma la yukhzillahun nabiyya walladhin dmanu ma' 
ahu. (66 : 5) 

“0 ye who believe ! Turn unto Allah in sincere 
repentance t It may be that your Lord will remit from 
you your evil deeds and bring you into Gardens 
undorneath which rivers flow on the day when Allah 
will not abase the Prophet and those who believe with 
him. 

In other words, offer such sincere and true repentance that 
not a trace of any temptation to return to the sin remains 
in your heart or mind. Such a repentance has three or 
four ingredients. If the sin relates to a transgression of 
God’s right, repentance should have three elements : 

(1) Man should be sincerely ashamed of his sins. 

(2) Man should firmly resolve to avoid sin in 
future. 

(3) And man should put his heart and soul in the 

task of reforming and embellishing his life. 

If a man has committed a Bin which involves 
the violation of a human right, repentance should 
oonsist of a fourth element also : 

(4) Man should restore the right of another human 
being or seek forgiveness of the person whose right 
he has violated. 

This is the repentance which really cleanses the man 
of all his sins. His soul is cleared of sins and adorned 
with pious deeds, is presented before Allah and is 
awarded a dwelling place in His Paradise. 
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The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“When man commits a sin, his heart is stained with 
a dark spot. Now if he — 

* renounces the sin ; 

* is ashamed of his sin and seeks salvation ; 

* and turns to God with a firm determination to 
avoid sin In future ; 

God illumines hiB heart. But if he again commits sin, 
the dark spot is enlarged until it covers the whole of his 
heart. This is the rust abont which God affirms in His 
Book : 
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Kalla bal rSna ‘alS qvlubihim tna kSnU yaksibun. 

“Nay, but that which they have earned is rust upon 
their hearts.” (83 : 14) 

7. Take a firm resolve to remain true to your repentance 
and be vigilant day and night that the commitments 
you have made before God are duly fulfilled. Test the 
firmness of your resolve by constant effort* to purify and 
reform yourself. If, despite all your efforts to guard 
against evil, you slip and commit an offence, do not lose 
hope even then. On the oontrary seek refuge in the Mercy 
of God and offer fervent prayers to him: ‘0 Creator! 
I am wd^k and infirm. Do not banish me in disgrace from 
Your threshold. For, I can seek asylum nowhere except 
in Your Meroy”. 

Repentance of a wrong -doer invites the pleasure of 
God. Taubah (Repentance) literally means ‘return, to 
turn to’. When thoughts and emotions go astray and one 
gets entrapped in the quicksand of sin, his connexion with 



God is severed and he is so far removed from God as if 
he is lost to God. And when such a man returns and turns 
to God in utter shame for his sins, it is as if a lost 
slave has come baok to his master. This situation has 
been graphically described by the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) in the following 
eloquent allegory : 

“If one of you loses his eamel in a waterless 
desert with all his provisions of food and water laden 

on the lost camel and having vainly searched for the 

camel in all directions of the desert he despairs 
of his life and lies down under a tree awaiting death 
and in this state he suddenly beholds his camel laden 
with all the provisions standing by his side, imagine 

then his happiness ! the happiness of your Lord and 

Creator far surpasses the happiness of this man when 
His lost slave returns and having gone astray resumes 
allegiance to Him”. ( Tirmidhi ) 

On another occasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) elucidated the same fact 
by means of another impressive allegory : 

Some prisoners of war were brought before the Holy 
Prophet. The group included a woman who had lost her 
infant. The maternal instinct so overpowered the woman 
that she found no peace or rest unless she picked up and 
breastfed any baby she found near her. On Beeing the woman 
in suoh state the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) enquired from the Companio n?^ (#a d be 
pleased with them) : Can you imagine that 
will fling her baby into fire with her own hands!” The 
Companions submitted : “O Messenger of God (peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon you) 1 Leaving apart the matter 
of throwing the child herself, she would stake her life to 
save the child if it were falling by itself”. The Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) thereupon 
observed ; 
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“God is by far even more Compassionate and Kind 
to His slaves than this woman ia considerate towards her 
child”. 

8. Offer repentanoe to and seek forgiveness of the Lord con- 

tinuously. There are countless offences which a man 
commits from morning till evening ; sometimes man is not 
even consoious of these transgressions. Do not imagine 
that repentance is called for only when a capital sin has 
been committed ; man needs to repent and pray for his 
salvation at all times, because he iB liable to make a slip 
at every step. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) himself used to repent and pray for 
his salvation seventy or even hundred times in a 
,j a y (Bukhari, Muslim) 

9. Do not look down upon a sinner who repents and reforms 

his life. Hadrat ‘Imran b. al-HaBeen (God be pleased with 
him) has reported an incident of the time of the Holy 
Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) : “A 
woman of the tribe of Juhainah presented herself before 
the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). She had beoome pregnant as a result of an unlawful 
relation. She submitted : “O Messenger of God (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon you) 1 I deserve punishment 
for adultery. Enforoe the Shariah in my case and 
punish me”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) sent for the guardian of this woman 
and observed to him : “Treat this woman well and when 

she has delivered the child, bring her to me”. When the 

woman returned after th-*' delivery of- her child, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
commanded that her garments should be tied fast around 
her body (so that the garments may not slip off during 
stoning and her physical veil may not be torn offhand 
when thir had been done, the Holy Prophet (peace a^ 
blessings of Aflah be upon him) ordered that she should be 
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stoned to death. The order was carried oat. The Holy 
Prophet {peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon him) later 
offered funeral prayers for her. Hadrat ‘Umar (God be 
pleased with him) submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) : “0 Messenger of 

Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! This 
woman committed the offence of adultery and you are 
saying funeral prayers for her”. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) thereupon observed : 
“She repented and offered repentanoe of such magnitude 
that if it were portioned among seventy men of Medinah, 
it would secure their salvation. Did you see any one better 
than the one who presented the gift of life to God” t 
10. Say the ‘finest prayer 1 to God. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed to Hadrat 
Shaddad ibn Ans (God be (pleased with him) ‘This is tha 

jUis.Nl j! Sayyedul-Istaghfdr’ (‘the finest prayer’). 
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Alldhumma anta rabbi IS ildha ills anta khalaqtanl wa 
and ‘abduka wa and aid ‘ahdika via wa'adika mastata'tu 
audhu bika min gharri md sana‘tu abu’u laka bini 
‘m atika ‘alayya ica abu'u bidhanbl faghfirli fainnahu la 
yaghfirudh-dhuniiba Hid anta. ( Bukhari , Tirmidhi). 
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“God 1 Thou art my Creator 1 There is no deity 
except Thee. Thou created me and I am Thy slave. I shall 
remain faithful to the pledge of devotion which I have 
given to Thee to the best of my capability. I seek asylum 
with Thee against the fearful consequences of my sins. I 
acknowledge all the blessings Thou hast conferred on me 

and I confess that I am a sinner Hence, 0 My 

Creator. Forgive my sins. Who else except Thee will 
forgive my sins ?” 



Etiquettes 
of Prayer 


1 . Pray to God only. Do not call upon any one else except 
God to fulfil your needs. Prayer is the essence of 
worship and worship should be rendered to God alone. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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Lahu da'awatul haqqi walladhlna yad'una min diinihi 
la yaalajlbiina lahum biahai-in ilia kabd'diti Icajfaihi 
ilalmdi liyablugha fa'hu wamakuwa bibalighihl wa md 
du' dul kafirlna ilia fl dalal. {13 : 14) 

"Unto Him is the real prayer. Those unto whom 
they pray beside Allah respond to them not at all, save 
as (is the response to) one who stretches forth his hand, 
towards water (asking) that it may come to his mouth and 
it will never reach it. The prayer of disbeliever goeth 
(far) astray”. 

In other words all powers to fulfil prayers and to 
dispose of things lie in the hands of God. All powers vest 
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in Him and no power lies with any one else. All are 
dependent upon Him. There is none except Him Who 
hears the petitions of human beings and fulfils their 
prayers. 
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Yd ayyuhannSs antumulfuqa rau ilallahi wallahu hutval 
ghaniyyul hamld. ( 35 : IS) 

“Q mankind 1 Ye are the poor in your relation to 
Allah. And Allah I He is the Absolute, the Owner of 
Praise”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“God affirms, ‘My creatures 1 I have declared tyranny 
unlawful for Me. So you should also consider acts of 
oppression and excess on each other as forbidden. My 
slaves 1 Each of you is misguided, except the one whom I 
guide on the right path. So seek guidance from Me alone, 
so that I may guide you aright. My people 1 Each of 
you is hungry, except the one whom I feed. Hence call 
upon Me for sustenance, so that I may provide for your 
livelihood. My servants [ Each of you is naked, except 
the one whom I have blessed with garments. So entreat 
Me to confer dress on you and I shall provide you clothing. 
My worshippers ! You commit sins in the night as well 
as in the day and I shall forgive all sins” 1 (Sahih Muslim) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also observed: “Man should call upon God 
alone to provide for all his needs, so much so that even 
if a shoe-lace is broken, man should pray to God to provide 
a shoe-lace, and if he needs salt, he should beseech God to 
send it to him”. » (Tirmidhi) 
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The implication is that man ought to turn to God for 
the fulfilment of his most insignificant and ordinary needs. 
None except God can hear the prayers and none except 
Him can fulfil wants.' 

2. Ask God for only that which is lawful and good. To 
beseech God’s help for the execution of unlawful purposes 
and sinful acts is the height of impertinence, immodesty 
and irreverence. To pray to God for the fulfilment of 
unlawful and forbidden desires and to make vows for suoh 
desires is to perpetrate the basest joke on religion. 
Similarly, do not offer prayers to God to ohange those 
realities which He has determined once for all and 
which are now unalterable. For example, a short 
man should not pray to Qod to make him tall, nor should 
a tall man pray to God to make him short : nor indeed 
should a man pray to God for eternal youth so that he may 
never experience old age etc. etc. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 
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Wa aqxmu wujuhakum 'inda leulli masjidin wad'uhu 
mukhliafna lahuddln. (7 ■ 29) 

"And set your faces upright (towards Him) at every 
place of worship, and call upon Him, making religion pure 
for Him (only)”. 

He, who would present his needs before God, should not 
take to the path of infidelity and pray for the fulfilment 
of unlawful desires, but should display good character and 
virtuous passions and beseech God for the fulfilment of 
lawful wants. 

3. Say prayer with profound sincerity and a righteous 
disposition and with the conviction that God Whom 
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you beseech is perfectly aware of your condition and is 
Most Considerate towards you ; it is He alone Who hears 
the petitions of His servants and fulfils their prayers. 
Always offer a pure prayer unmixed with all taint of exhibi- 
tion, display, deception or polytheism. 

The Holy Qur'an affirms : 

'*3 

Fad'ulldka mukhlisina lahuddin. (40 ! 14) 

“Call ye, then Allah devoting your obedience wholly to 
Him”. 

And Surah Baqarah bears the command : 

► lit iyo V.J* O 1 -* J 

. djXiy. (J r'jjj j J : bl 

OA1 o ji jll 

Wat idha ma’lata 'itddl ‘annl qaribun ujlbu *>‘- 
amladia'i idha da'arti falyaatajlteli walyo'minubi 
la a fluh uni yarshudun. (2 ■ d86). 

“And when My servants question thee concerning Me, 
then surely I am nigh. I answer the prayer of the 
suppliant when he crieth unto Me. So let them hear 
My oall and let them trust iu Me, in order that they may 
be led aright”. 

i Offer prayer with perfect concentration and devotion of 
mind and heart and with a positive conviction of God s 
favour. Instead of gazing at the. enormity of your sins, look 
towards the unlimited mercy, kindneBs and the countless 
bounties and blessings of God. The prayer of an inattentive 
man whose thoughts are not concentrated on God and who 
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is only mumbling a few words half-heartedjy at a whim 
without anticipating the favour of God is vain. 

The Tradition relates : 

“Offer payer with the firm conviction of God’s favour. 
God does not accept a prayer sent forth by an inattentive 
heart”. ( Tirmidhi ) 

5. Say prayer in utmost humility with awe and fear of God. 
Your heart should be astir with the awesome majesty, 
grandeur and power of God and fear of God should be 
obvious from your physioal posture. Your head should be 
bent and eyes downcast. Your voice should be muffled, 
limbs limp, eyes damp with tears and the whole demeanour 
- should present a picture of helpless misery before God. 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
on beholding a man stroking his beard during worship, 
observed : “Had he the fear of God in his heart, his 

body too would have been overcome by it”. 

In point of fact while praying a man should tremble 
with the realisation of his destitution and helpless misery 
and with the fear that if he were repulsed from the 
threshold of God, he would not find refuge anywhere. He 
should have deep awareness of the fact that he possesses 
nothing of his own ; everything he has is a bounty from 
God ; if God withholds, no other power in the world can 
bestow anything on him. God is the Master of everything ; 
He alone holds the treasure of everything ; man is only a 
miserable beggar. 

The Holy Qur’an commands : 

* £ , , i oo 

. Ip 

Ud'u rabbakum tadarru'an. 

“Call your Lord with humility”. 

The dignity of worship consists in the servant calling 
upon his Creator in desperate humility and in a lowly 
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manner so that his heart and intellect, emotions and feelings 
and all parts of his body should be bent in homage to Him 
and the servant’s soul and body should bear evidence to 
his destitution and plea for help. 

6. Say prayer in a muted, faint voice. Do present your 
petition before God in a desperate manner, but never 
display your desperation and misery openly. Man should 
display liis humility, lowliness and the plea of misery only 
before God. 

There is no doubt that sometimes you may say prayers 
in a loud voioe, but only in privacy, or amid a congregation 
so that the others may say ‘Amin’. Generally, however^ 
you should say prayer quietly in muffled tones and take full 
care that your expression of misery and destitution and 
your supplication is not just a show intended for other 
people. 

jf>H Oj*J J j-T.il j 

Yj Jl— jU-jJL. JjJll 

(Y • o : J»l 

Wadhkur rabbaka fi nafsika tadarru'an uakhlfatan wa 
dunal jahri minal qauli bilghuduwwi ualasali wa la 
takun ma’al ghafilin. (7 ; 2 05) 

“And do thou (O Muhammad) remember thy Lord 
within thyself humbly and with awe below thy breath 
at morn . and evening. And be thou not of the 
neglectful”. 

The Holy Qur’an praises the beauty of the worship 
offered by Hadrat Zakaria (poace be upon him) in these 
words ; 
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Idh nada rabbahu nidactn khdfiyya. (19 : 3) 

“When he cried unto his Lord a cry in Beoret”. 

7. You should execute some piouB deed before saying u prayer. 
For instance, make some sacrifice, give alms, feed the 
hungry one or offer supererogatory worship or observe a 
fast. In case, God forbid, you land in some trouble, 
offer prayer to God reminding Him of all these pious deeds 
which you have performed with true sincerity of heart for 
His sake Only. 

The Holy Qur’an says : 

4_» Jj-t jmJLsIjI ^ 

('• : >U!l) 

llaiki yas'aduL kalimuttayyibu tool ‘amalussdlihu 
yarfau'hu 1 35 : 10) 

“Pure utteranoes ascend towards Him only and pious 
deeds propel them to higher altitudes”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) onoe related the incident of three men who were 
entrapped in a cave during a very dark night. They 
prayed to God reminding Him of their truly slnoere deeds 
and God rescued them from the calamity. 

It so happOwed -that during a dark night a group of 
three men took fefftge in a cave. As God Willed, a rock 
elided down the hill and falling over the mouth of the 
cave closed the passage completely. It was a massive rock 
and was too heavy for them to push aside and clear the 
passage. On consultation among themselves, they resolved 
to pray to God reminding Him of their truly sincere deeds 
in anticipation of His Favour to resoue them from, this 



calamity. In accordance with this resolution, one of them 
related his pious deed as follows : 

I used to take goats for grazing in the forest and earned 
my living by means of this occupation. On resuming from 
the forest I used to offer milk first to my old parents and. 
then to my children. One day, I arrived late. My old 
parents had gone to sleep. The children were awake and 
hungry. But I could not bear to feed the ohildren before 
my parents bad taken the milk, nor did I wish to put 
them to inconvenience by waking them up. So I stood 
all night at the head of their beds holding the oup of milk 
in my hand. The ohildren clung to my feet and cried for 
milk all the night, but I remained unmoved and stood 
there until night gave way to morning. 

*•0 God l I performed this deed for Your sake only. 
Remove this rook from the mouth of the cave in recompense 
for my deed”. And God caused the rook to move aside 
just bo much as to let in a view of the sky. 

The seoond man spoke thus : I put Borne labourers 
to work and paid wages to all of them except one man who 
went away without receiving payment for his. labour. A 
short while later when the man returned to claim his wage 
I said to him : “All these cows, goats and servants are 

yours. Take them where you will”. He said : “For 
God’s sake, don’t cut joke with me”. I answered : “This is 
not a joke. All this is yours. I invested the money which 
you had left behind in business. By the Graoe of God, the 
business thrived. All this which you see is the profit 
derived from that business. Take it with an easy mind. 
All this belongs to you. And that man went away taking 
everything with him. Oh God 1 I 'anted in this way to 
earn Your Goodwill alone. Oh God 1 Remove this 

rook » <"• <W ”\ $ ‘tCZZ 

of God the rock moved further away from the mouth of 
the cave. 
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The third one narrated the fo llowing account of his 
pious deed: I had a cousin Bister for whom I conceived 
an extraordinary liking. She asked for some money 
which I supplied. But when I sat close to her to satisfy 
my need, she said : “Fear God and refrain from this act”. 
I rose at once and I pronounced that sum as a gift to her. 
Oh God ! You know perfectly well that I did this to win 
your favour only. Oh God I Open the mouth of the 
cave as a reward for this pious deed”. God removed" the 
rock from the passage of the cave and liberated the three 
men from this oalamity. 

8. Alongwith offering prayers for the fulfilment of pious 
purposes, try to reform and adorn your life in oonformity 
with the Ordinances of God. Avoid all sins and forbidden 
things. Respect and observe the Commands of God in all 
matters and lead a pious life. It is the height of folly and 
insolence to eat and drink forbidden things, clothe 
yourself out of unlawful gains and fatten your body 
on illicit earnings and then anticipate accptance of. 
your prayer. If you wish your prayer may be aeoepted, 
your words and action both Bhould conform to the tonet 3 
of religion . 

The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed : 

"God is Pure and He aocepts only pure goods. God 
has enjoined upon the pious the same deeds as He had upon 
the Messengers. God affirms : 

ujui ijiiei j ouvji 'y, ijjr jL^ji 

Ya ayyutarrusulu tula minattayyibati va'mala 
aUlihll. 

"O Meaeneers I P.ptste of l.»f«l prori.ion. »nd 
perform good acts”. 

Addressing the pious, God enjoins : 
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L. j— • ^4iW 

Ta ayyuhalladhina amanu kulii min tayyibali ma 
razaqnakum. 

"O ye who believe I Partake of those lawful and 
pure things which We have bestowed on you”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) then referred to the case of a man who travels a 
long distance and arrives at a sacred spot to pay homage ; 
he is covered all over with dust ; he raises both hands 
towards the sky and says : ‘My Lord’, ‘O My Lord’, yet 
because he partakes of unlawful food and drinks and dresses 
out of forbidden gains and fattens his body on illicit 
earnings, how can the prayer of such a contumacious and 
disobedient person be aocepted ? ( Sahih Muslim) 

9. Offer prayers regularly. The expression of one’s humility, 
destitution and sense of loyalty to Ood is in itself a 
worship. God Himself haB commanded His servants to 
offer prayer to Him. God has said : “Whenever the servant 
oalls Me I listen to him”. Do not get tired of offering 
prayer. Do not be tied down by the doubt whether prayer 
would change your destiny or not. The obstinacy or 
flexibility of fate or the aooeptanoe or rejection of prayer 
depends on the Will of God Who is All-Knowing and 
All-Wise. All the same, it is the duty of the slave to 
offer prayer to Him like a beggar and destitute person and 
not to consider himself independent of Him for a single 
moment. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 


“The humblest person is the one who is humble in 
prayer”. ( Tabrani ) 

In addition to that the Holy Prophet (peaoe and 
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blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “God considers 
nothing as nobler and as more honourable than prayer’’. 

(Tirmidki) 

The most luminous trait of the believer is that in 
distress or ease, pain or pleasure, poverty or prosperity, 

adversity or luxury under all sorts of condition he 

turns to God only and presents his needs to Him alone 
and prays to Him regularly for grace. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“The person who does not pray to God invokes 
wrath of God”. (Tirmidhi) 

10. Put complete faith in God as to the acceptance of your 
prayer. Never commit the blunder of renouncing prayer in 
desperation if quiok results of the acceptance of your 
prayer are not forthcoming. Concentrate on offering 
prayer instead of feeling anxious about the acceptance of 
your prayer. 

Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) observed : 

“I aid not concerned about the acceptance of my 
prayer. I am only anxious to pray. When the favour 
of offering a prayer has been granted to me, the aooeptance 
will also be granted”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“When a Muslim turns towards God to ask for some 
favour, God inevitably supplies his want. Either his 
wish is granted or God adds the thing desired to the 
balance of reward which the Muslim will receive in the 
eternal world. On the Day of Judgement, God shall 
summon a pious man to His Presence and enquire from 
him face to face : “0 My slave ! I commanded you to 
pray and promised that I shall grant your prayer. Did 
you then offer prayer 1” The man will submit : “Yes, 



413 


I offered prayer”. God will then observe : “I granted 
whatever prayer yon offered. Did you not pray to Me on 
that day for the alleviation of sorrow and pain which had 
seized you and I had succoured- you”. The slave will 
submit : “True, 0 Creator”. God then will observe : “I 
granted that prayer and fulfilled thSt desire of yours in 
the mortal world. But on that other day you were 
struck by another calamity and you prayed to Me for 
succour, but "you found none and, therefore, oontinued to 
labour under pain and sorrow”. The slave will submit : 
“Yes, it is true beyond doubt, My Creator". Thereupon 
God will observe .• “In Paradise many bounties have I 

reserved for you in reward for that prayer,” and in 

the same manner God shall ascertain other needs and make 
a similar observation in regard to all of them”. 

Afterwards, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) observed : 

“There shall not be a single prayer offered by a pious 
person concerning which God will not state. “I granted 
this prayer of yours in the world and I added that desire 
of yours to the balance of your reward in eternity”. The 
pious person will ponder then ; “Would that none of my 
prayers had been granted in the mortal world t Hence 
the servant should continue to pray under all conditions”. 

(Hakim) 

11, Observe all external etiquettes, purity and cleanliness at 
the time of prayer. Keep your heart clear of all evil 
passions, illicit designs and absurd beliefs. 

The Holy Qur’an affirms : 

, . , • If, ,< e* i 

Innallaha yuhibbuttaunvabina tva yuhtbbul mutatahhirln. 
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"Truly, they are the favourites of God who repent 
most and those others who keep themselves pure and 
clean". 

In Surah Muddaththir, God enjoins 

j-fU-i dljL j_fj j-Sli lljj 

Wa rabbaka falcdbbir 10a thiySbaha fatahhir. 

“Thy Lord magnify and thy raiment purify". 

12. Offer prayer for others also, but begin with yonrself. Seek 
favour for yourself first and then for others too. The 
Holy Qur’an reproduces two prayers offered by Hadrat 
Ibrahim and Hadrat Noah (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon them) which bear the above moral : 

•r •*'»* »*« • • . • s • , 

JJfy bj ^ j ^U>-1 

: ^\y\) 

Babb-ij'alni muqtm-at-aaidti tea min dhu-r-riyyati 
rabbana tea taqabbal du'a Rabbanaghfir li-u>ali wdlidayya 
tea lilmo’minina yauma yaqum-ul-hia&b (14 : 40-41) 

"My Lord 1 Make me to establish proper worship and 
some of my posterity (also) our Lord! and aooept the 
prayer. Our Lord ! Forgive me and my parents and 
believers on the day when the aooount is oast". 

(tA : 
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Rabbighfir li wali-wali&ayya tea liman dakhala 
baitiya mo'minan wa lilmo’mintna t cal-mo'min&t. 

( 71 : 28 ) 

“My Lord 1 Forgive me and my parents and him 
who entereth my house believing, and believing men 
and believing women and increase not the wrong doers in 
anght save rnin”. 

Hadrat Ubayi b. Ka'b (God be pleased with him) 
reports: “Whenever the Holy Prophet (peaoe and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) happened to mention some 
person, he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to offer a prayer for that person and commenced the 
prayer by asking God’s favour for himself first”. 

(Tirmidhi) 

3. If you are acting as leader in the prayer^ you should 
always offer prayer on behalf of the whole congregation 
using plural parts of speeoh. The prayers which have been 
reproduced in the Holy Qur’an generally oontain plural 
parts of speeoh. The leader in fact is the spokesman for 
the whole congregation. When he utters a prayer using 
plurals, the congregation should utter 'Amin' at the end 
ef each prayer offered by them. 

1, Avoid prejudice and selfishness in prayer. Do not fall into 
the error of considering the vast and common blessing of 
God as limited and thus praying for the grant of His 
Grace and Bonnty to you especially. 

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) 
relates : “A beduin entered the mosque of the Prophet 
(peace aqd blessings of Allah be upon him; and said his 
prayers and then said : “O God : Grant your favour to 
me and to Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him), and to none else besides us.” On hearing 
this, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon bipi) observed ; 
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La-1 j Cj *A»aJ 

Laqad tahajjarta wdsi'an 

“Yon hare narrowed the vaBt limits of God’s 
blessings.” ( Bukhari ) 

16. Avoid formal and conscious rhyming in prayer. Utter 
your prayer in a simple manner with profound sincerity. 
Abstain from singing or rhyming. However, it does not 
matter if by chance your tongue does utter a rhymed 
speech or an alliteration. A few such prayers as have an 
informal rhyme and perfect balance in stress are reported 
to have been uttered by the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). For instance, Hadrat 
Zaid b. Arqam has reported a very comprehensive prayer 
offered by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) : 

>.••* • - • ' 

N J ^ U * ti' 

^ f - - U ^ K J — ~ * 

(t^ju jj') - v ^ 

Allahumma »«nf a'udhu bika min qalbin la*yakhsha‘u 
wa nafiin l&tashba'u wa ‘ilmin tt-yanfa‘u wo da'watin 
In-yustajabu lahd. { Tirmidhi ) 

“God I seek thy refuge from the heart which is devoid 
of thy fear, from the being that lacks oontentment, from 
the knowledge that is unprofitable and from the prayer 
which is unaooeptable.” 

T6. Offer praise and thanksgiving to the Lord before putting 
your needB and requirements before Him. Afterwards, 
say twoRakahs of supplementary prayer and say ‘pea oe 
and blessings be on the Holy Prophet* at the beginning 
and end of your prayer. 







417 


Tb© Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

"At times when a person seeks the favour of God or 
the assistance of man in connection with some need or 
requirement, the needy person should perform ablation, 
say two Rakahs of prayer, offer praise and thanksgiving 
to the Lord and say 'peace and blessings of Allah be on the 
Holy Prophet’. (Afterwards, he should put jhis need 
before God)’’. (Tirmidki) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) affirmed the fact that the prayer of a man which 
is accompanied by # praise and thanksgiving to the Lord and 
by the invocation of God's peace and blessings on the person 
ot the Holy Prophet is granted the honour of fulfilment. 
Hadrat Fadala (God be pleased with him) narrates : 
"The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) - was seated in the mosque when a man entered, 
performed the worship and at the end uttered. | » 4 JJI 

AUlhummaghfirll (God grant me pardon). On hearing this, 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said to the man : “ You were rather quick in offering 
the prayer. When the worship is over, you should first 
of all render praise and thanksgiving to the Lord, invoke 
peaoe and blessings upon the Prophet and finally say your 
prayer. As the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) was speaking to the person, another man 
came in, offered worship and at the end, rendered praise 
to God and invoked His peace and blessings upon the 
Holy Prophet. The Holy Prophet, thereupon, observed 
to him : "Now say your prayer”, it shall be granted." 

(Tirmtdhi) 

17. Offer prayer to God at all times and at every step, for He 
is never tired of hearing the prayers of His slav«. However, 
traditions reveal to us that there are certain special times 
and circumstances in which prayers are accepted very soon 
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Hence, do not miss the opportunity of offering prayer at 
these hours and circumstances : 

(1) In the stillness of the latter part of night when 
most people are enjoying sweet slumber, the man who- 
gets up and engages in communion with God and places 
his needs before the Lord in sincere humility shall be 
blessed with speoial favour of God. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

“God holds court on the sky of the world every night. 
When the latter part of the night remains God observes, 
“Who oalls Me ? I will accept his prayer. Who begs 1 I 
will fulfil his need. Who asks for salvation 1 I will grant 
him salvation.’* ( Tirmidhi ) 

(2) Offer the maximum number of prayers in the night 
of Shah Qadr, for in auspiciousness this night is better 
than a thousand months. Say the following prayer especi- 
ally : 

, ,, j 4 t * > , » ‘ 

A llahumma innaka 'afwowun tuhibb-ul-‘afu>a fa'fu 
'annf. 

“God : Thou art All-Forgiving. Thou likest showing 
Mercy the best. Hence Forgive me”. 

(3) In the field of 'Arafat when the ‘guests of God’ assemble 

there on the 6th Dhil-Hajj. (Tirmidhi) 

(4) At a particular moment on Friday which falls between 

the commencement of the sermon and end of the 
worship or from the time when the 'Asr prayer is 
over till the hour of the Maghrib worship. 


* fi- 
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{8) At the hour of the announcement of the Prayer-Call 
and at the time when the Holy warriors are being lined 
up for battle in’thq field. 

The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has observed : 

‘‘Two things are never repulsed from the Court of 
God. One, the prayer offered at the hour of the announce- 
ment of Prayer-Call. Seoond, the prayer uttered at 
the time of lining up for battle in the field”. 

(A6u Diwud) 

(0) In the interval between the announcement of the 
Prayer-Call and the Takbir. 

Tho Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“The prayer offered in the interval between the Adhan 
(Prayer-Call) and the Aqamah is never rejected”. The 
illustrious companions (Qod be pleased with them) 
submitted : 0, Prophet of Allah, what should we pray 
during this period. The Holy Prophet observed : Say 
this prayer. 

{jJi uJji j LjuiiJ 'jii i auCi'Ji 

Allahumma inni at’alukal'afu a wal-'ofiyata fid dunya 
t eal-fikhirah. 

“God 1 I implore of Thee forgiveness, kindness and 
protection in this world and in eternity”. 

(7) During the auspicious days of Ramadan and specially at 

the time of breaking fast. ( Bazaz ) 

(8) After the performance of obligatory prayers whether 
you offer prayer individually or in a congregation. 

(9) In the state of prostration. 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has observed : 

“In the state of prostration, the slave gains the 
nearest proximity to his Lord. Hence offer the optimum 
prayer while you are lying in prostration before God”. 

(10) When yon are-apiied by a serious calamity or the 

deepest sorrow and pain. {Hakam) 

(11) When a religions assemblage takes place for the 

purpose of remembrance and worship of God, 
(Bukhiri, Muslim) 

(12) When a reading of the Holy Qur’an is completed. 

(Tabrani) 

18. Offer pr&yers at the following places, especially. On the 
eve of his departure from Mecca to Basra, Hadrat Hasan 
Basri (God be merciful to him) wrote a letter to the 
residents of Mecca stating the importance of putting up 
in Mesca and the favours thereof and also clearly 
mentioned that prayers offered at the following fifteen 
places in Mecca are especially accepted by God : 

(I) Near the Multazam (2) Below the Mizab 

(3) Inside the Ka'bah (4) Near the fount of Zam 

Zam 

(5) At Safa and Matwa (6) Near Safa and Marwa 

at the place where ‘Sa‘i’ 
is performed 

(7) At the rear of the 'Place (8) In ‘Arafat 
of Ibrahim’ 

(9) In Mutdalifa (10) In Mina 

(II) Near the three Jamarat (Hitne Bassin) 

19. Make constant efforts to memorize the same words of prayer 

to God as are contained in the Holy Qur’an and the 
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Traditions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). It is clear that no better words of 
prayer and no better manner of offering prayer can be 
found than that which God taught to His Prophets (peace 
and blessings of Allah bo upon them) and to His pious 
slaves (may God be pleased with them). Besides there is 
no speech which can possibly surpass the word taught by 
God and adopted by His Messengers in effect, sweetness, 
comprehensiveness, graoe and acceptability I The 
repetition of the prayers taught by the Holy Qur’an and 
the Traditions and a thoughtful consideration of their 
meanings trains and eduoates one’s mind as to what wishes 
and prayers should a pious person entertain. What deeds 
are worthy of his striving and what goals should he set for 
himself”. There is no doubt that prayer transcends all 
Darriers of language, style or diction. Man is free to beg 
anything from God in any language or style. It is, 
however, a supplementary Blessing of God that He has 
revealed to us what to ask for and in what manner 1 ^ By 
prescribing words of prayer. Moreover, God taught the 
pious what attitude to adopt for achieving grace in 
religion and in secular matters and what wishes and 
aspirations should a pious man entertain in his heart. 
There is no religious or secular need as well as there is no 
aspect of grace, for which a prayer has not been prescribed. 
It is more propitious, therefore, that you should pray to 
Q^l in those words which are contained in the Holy Qur’an 
and the Traditions and you should repeat only those 
prayers which are incorporated in the Qur’an or those 
which were uttered at various times by the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself. 

However, until such time as you oommit to memory 
the words of the prayers contained in the Holy Qur’an 
and the Traditions, you ought at least to reproduce their 
sense in your prayers. 
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Wo reproduce in tho following pages some oomprehen- 
siTo prayers from tho Holy Qur’an as well as from tho 
Traditions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). You should learn these prayers 
by heart gradually and then repeat only these prayeft 
afterwards. 



Comprehensive 
Quranic Prayers 


Prayer for Mercy and Forgiveness : 

t/ 4 LJ pJ Olj Lm«*I Luit 

(Tr : jlyVI) .'JL-WI 

Rabband zalamnd anfusand wa in lam taghfir land wa 
tarhamnd lanakunanna min-al-khdairin. ( 7 : 23) 

Our Lord ! We have wronged ourselves. If Thou 
forgive us not and have not meroy on us, surely we 
are of the lost. 

No doubt unless Qod absolves man of his sins 
and showers endless Meroy on him, man will go to ruin. 

Prayer for Grace In both the Worlds 

« » » * • -• « • * » — - i 

■»>Up L£j aJ~>- i I jjy Ujjl j Ltfl Ujj 

(»•':. All) 

Rabbana datind fld-dunyd haaanatan wa fil-dakhirati 
■ hasanatan wa qina ‘adhdb-an-ndr. (2 : 201) 

"Our Lord ! Give unto us in the world that which 
is good and in the Hereafter that which is good and 
guard us from the doom of the Fire". 
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Prayer for Forbearance and fortitude : 

f>«H C-Jj Lip £y»l UjJ 

ffob&ana afrigh alaina tabran tea thabbit aqddmanS 
xoansuma ‘alalqaumil-kifirfn. (2 ; 250) 

Our Lord ! Bestow on at endurance, make our foothold 
sure, and give us help against the disbelieving folk. 
Prayer for Protection against the Mischief of the Devil : 

01 dli V*'j >> J» djbi vj j 

(^A t^v : o^jJl) o djj** 

Rabbi a'iidhu biha min hamazat-ish-thayailni tea atidhubiha 
rabbi an yahduriln. ( 23 : 97, 98) 

My Lord ! I seek refuge in Thee from suggestions 
of the evil ones and I seek refuge in Thee, my Lord I 
lest they be present with me. 

Prayer for Protection against the torment of Hell : 

- - « - - - *' * . • 

L»l j_p OB’* L^lip 01 >IJLp Lip L» j*p\ 1 :.j 

->* «"< * » ~ f> 

t*\o ‘ OUyiJI) _ uU*_j \ o*T* l^Jl 

Rabbanasrif 'anna ‘adhiba jahannama inna ‘adhdbaha 
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kana gharama Innahd aa'at muttaqarran wa muqamd-. 

(2 5 : 65-66). 

Our Lord 1 Avert from us the doom of hell : Lo ! the 
doom thereof is anguish. Lo I it is wretched as abode and 
station. 

Prayer for the Correction of Heart : 

, os ■ ,, • „ , ■. • s - 

tilidJ U Liij JL* il «Lj*j Lij jJi V Lljj 

> !,• « I. . S • , I . 

(A : til JT ) . _jil cJl »lX'l 

Rabbana Id tuzigh quliibana ba'da idh hadaitana wa 
hablana min ladunka rahmah innaka antal-Wahhab. 

(3 : 8 ) 

Our Lord I Cause not our hearts to stray after Thou 
hast guided us, and bestow upon us mercy from Thy 
Presence. Lo I Thou, only Thou art the Bestower. 

Prayer for the Purification of Heart : 

Vj <L)UVll \i U jAf-l 

O Ojj iUil L-i - {J lj-i^l Li-Jj-U (j 

O' : 

Rabbanaghfir land wa li-ikhtmninal-ladhlna aabaquna 
bil-imani wa Id taj'al Ji qulubina ghillal-lil-ladhlna 
damanu rabbana innaka ra'df-ur- Rahim. (59:10) 

Our Lord 1 Forgive us and our brethren who were be- 
fore us in the faith, and place not in our hearts any 
ranoour towards those who believe. Our Lord ! Thou 
art full of pity, Meroiful, 
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Prayer for Favourable Torn of Events : 

'-'V*' >i/* * ( _j*j iLU-U Lul Lljj 

0 * « . IjJi-j 

iia&fiana aatina min ladunka rahmatan wa hayyi' land 
min amrina rashada. (IS ; 10) 

“Our Lord ! Give mercy from Thy presence and shape for 
us right conduct in our plight." 

Prayer for Salvation : 

-• S >•- ,* — , - c „ , . ,, 

( jff- CJlj LJ_^4 pU lL*I LLj 

Rabbana aamannd faghfir land toarhamna wa anta 
khair-ur-rahimln. (23 ; J09) 

Our Lord !. We believe therefore forgive us and have 
mercy on ub for Thou art beet of all who show mercy. 

Prayer for the grant of satisfaction and peace In the family : 

j ay ,y ill »_> l_lj 

(V£ :0M') . UUI Siljj 

Rabbana Aai> land min azwajind wa dhur-riyyatind 
qurrata a'ayunin u>aj‘alnd lil-mutiaqina imdmd. 

(25 : 14) 

Our Lord 1 Vouchsafe us comfort of our wives and of 
1 our offspring, and make us patterns for (ail) those who ward 
j off (evil). 
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In other words, grant ns Buoh a pure and noble life 
that the pious should take us as a model and emulate our 
example. 

Prayer for Parents : 

• j , ; » , , - • • - s - 

uUJI ^ j-*i fj-i J 

<t' 

Rabbanaghfir li wa li-walidayya wa Ul-mo'minina yauma 
yaqwm-ul-hiaSb. ^ ^ 

Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents and the 
believers on the day when the account is cast. 

Prayer for protection from trials and tribulations : 

,, ^ , s. . 

jli vj L Lj Ulk^l j\ U oi Ui* \y M lij 
Vj lLj UJJ ^ j* <£>■ l.? 1^' 
oiLJ w>p'j *» UJ UL> *2/ L* 


fjJJl J_P Uj-MaJLi LxJ^w* cJ cLx- 


<YA'\ : iji Jl) 


RabbanS IS tu'Skkidkna innastnS au akhta'na rabbana 
wa la tahmil ‘alaind isran kama hamaltahu ’alalladhl- 
na min qablina rabbana wa la tuhammilna ma la taqata 
land bihi wa'fu ‘anna toagkfir land war kamna anta 
maulana fanavmd ‘al-al-qaum-il-kafirln. (2 : 286 ) 

Our Lord \ Condemn us not if we forget or err : Our 
Lord 1 Lay not on us such a burden ■•■Thou didrt lay on 



those before us : Our Lord ! Impose not on us that whiph 
we have not the strength to bear : Pardon us, absolve 
us and have mercy on us. Thou, art our Protector 
and give us victory over the disbe lieving folk. 

Prayer for getting rid of the disbelievers’ domination. 

• s 

o OvJlUJl UUfi ^ Ljj ^ UL fj: .oil Jo 

(A4-A«: fjJjt ) . 

tawakkalna rabbana IS taj'alnS fitnatan . 
lil-qaum-iz-zSlimin. Wa najjinS birahmatika min-al- 
qaumil kSfirln. (20 ; S5) 

In Allah we put trust. Our Lord I Oh, make us not 
a lure for the wrongdoing folk. And of Thy meroy, 
save us from the folk that disbelieve. 

Prayer for a propitious end. 

* ' - , ■ s _ 

LJjJI (J CJl ^ j Li 

- • i I I t, f DM (f, , 

0 * V : . <>>%LaJL j LL«* JpjJ 

Fatir-as-samawati wal-ardi onta waliyyl fid-dunyS 
wat-aakhirali tawaffanl mvsliman tea allhiqni bissalihfn. 

(10 : 101 ) 

Creator of the heavens and the earth Thou art 
my protecting Friend in the world and the Hereafter. 
Make me to die submissive (unto .Thee), and join me to 
the righteous. 

• M • •- - • • - 4 » - > «■ • .. * -«». 

01 oLOU LjiLw< L -u^i LiJI Ijl»j 
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dv £ ^ s" ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ji uJUJ C till j Ui j o j'j- 5' 1 f 

'■ i.'’. '» iu : >5 aii sJlii f* ij>« ^ ^ 


: 0'j-» J 1 ”) 

Subtend tnnani tami’n a munadtyan yynddt UHmanx 
an aaminu birabbxkum fa’ Manna fdbbana aghfxr 
land dbunihand xca kaffir ’anrxi .ayyx mat *>* 
uwaffand ma’al abrSr. Rabbani wa-Stxnd ma wa 
ad, and ’a Id rmxxlxka «ald tnkhzina 
innaha Id iniHif-ul-mVid. 

Oar Lord I Lo ! We here heard a crier calling unto 
faith ■ Believe vo in your Lord 1 So we believed Our 
T ord 1 Therefore forgive u» our Bine, and remit from us 
our evil deed, and make u. die the death of the righteoun 
Our Lord I And give u. that which Thou has. prom,. ed 
to «. by Thy messengers. Confound u. not npon the 
Day of Resurrection. Lo ! Thou breake.t not the trust. 



Some Prayers 
of the Holy Prophet 
(p.b.u.h.) 

The Muhaddithin (Reporters of Traditions) have worked 
hard and devoted whole of their lives in collecting and com- 
piling the books of Traditions, the prayers which the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to offer during journeys and in camp. Alongwith the 
prayers incorporated in the Holy Qur’an, you should also 
utter these prayers of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). These prayers are not only com- 
prehensive, impressive and propitious, but also teach 
the correct thinking to the believer as well as the desires and 
ambitions he should cherish. In fact, a man’s real nature is 
reflected in his desires, especially moments when he Is 
satisfied that no other human being is present and that his 
murmur can only be heard by his Creator. Each word of 
the prayers offered by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) in the darkness of the night, in 
privacy, in the midst and outside the company of the 
people, is characterised by profound sincerity, devotion and 
eagerness and one feels that the ntterer of snoh prayers is 
the most exalted person who is perfectly aware of his statuB 
as the servant of God and he constantly begs from his Lord 
as a needy person. Moreover, his eagerness and devotion 
is constantly increasing in depth and intensity as he continues 
to offer prayers to God. The essence of all his prayers is 
aB follows : “God! Draw me olospr I Spare me from Thy 
wrath! Bestow upon me Thy favour l Give me success and 
grace in Eternity. 
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Prayers to be offered in the Morning and Evening : 

Hadrat ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan (God be pleased with him) 
narrates : "The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : No harm oan come to a man from any- 
thing who utters the following prayer morniDg and evening” : • 
- - ' • , . . - 4 . ( , 

li cS’-* 

x~*) . ^_UJI J_*j aUJl ji 

Biamilla-hil-ladhi la yadurru ma’asmihl ahai'un fil- 
ardi wa Id fia-samai wa huwaasami'ul ‘alim. i 

(Mutnad Ahmad). 

In the name of God by virtue of Whose name naught in the 
heaven nor earth doth hurt and He is the Hearer the 
Knower. 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. 'Umar (God be pleased with him) 
reports : “The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) used to offer the following prayer in the 
morning and evening regularly without respite” : 

* * 4 » — ' •- -•* _ » » cjs- 

(*4*^ • j UJUJl <jl j^Jjl 

jllj J £JU LiS\ Jl 

•. *»)>-•. mj • ,, 

1*4^1 c ' j*fUt JL»j 

<y-J Cr^J uj-j (j* 

Cir 4 JlIp' o\ < ii u ill ■> ijJ\j iJjS 

■<***/) 

Allahumma inni aa'alukal-‘afiyata fid-iunyd wal-dakh- 
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irata, Allahumma inni as'alukal-'afwa wal-'afiyata fl 
dint wa dunyayi wa ahli i ca mali. Allahummastur 
'aurati wa iamin rau’ati. Allahummahfaznl min baini 
yadayya wa min tehalfi wa ‘an yamlni wa ‘an shimSlf wa 
min fauql wa ‘aiidhu bi ‘ azmatika an ughtala min tahti. 

{Tirmidhi) 


0 God I Behold, I bog of Thse peaoe in this world and the 
hereafter, 0 God 1 Behold, I beg of Thee forgiveness and 
safety in my faith, in my world, in mine household and in 
my wealth. OGodl cover my defects, and give me peace from 
mine apprehension. 0 God! protect me from my front and 

from my rear, from my right and from my left also from 

above mo, and I seek refuge in Thee lest I be surprised from 
beneath me 1 

Prayer agalpst Lethargy and Cowardice : 

Hadrat Anas h. Malik (God he pleased with him) states : 
■■I used to remain in attendant, on the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah he upon him) and I used to hear him 
offer this prayer very often”: 


• t ( ) ^ .at a w ^ Jw * ® ^e»- 

ijjj’lj o' ^ i -> p ’ r* U 


QS j 

: tSj^) 

AUahumnut inn! -aiidhu bika miu-al-hammi wa-Uhuzui 
wal.-ajzi wal-katali wal-bukhli aal-jubni ua iala'U- 
daini wa ghalabatir-rijali . [Bukhari , Muslim) 

0 God 1 Behold, I seek refuge in Thee from ansiety and 
grief, from inability and sloth, from faint heartedness, 
and niggardliness, from the burden of indebtedness and the 
domination of men. 
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Prayer for the Attainment of Piety and Parity : 

. . . i , j . - 

i-iL-i-*— Jlj j jjl ^ i 

AUahumma inni as'alukal-hudd wat-tuqa wal-'afafa 
tual-ghina. 

0 God 1 Behold I beg of Thee, guidanoe, piety, purity and 
contentment. 

This is the mcBt comprehensive prayer. In these four 
words the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of’Aftah be upon 
him) has asked for everything that a believer needs. 

Prayer for Protection against degradation in this world 
and the Hereafter : 

Vjtrij ijsr j tlLiip j-oJ ^\f\ 

LJaJi 

Allahumma ahsln ‘aqibatana ftl-umurt kullika wa ajirna 
min khizyid-dunya tea ‘adhab-il-aakhirah. ( Tabrani ) 

“God! End all our activities in graoe and protect us from 

the torment of degradation in thiB world and in the Here- 
after”. 

Prayer to be offered after Worship : 

Hadrat Mu'adh (God be pleased with him) states that one 
day the Holy Prophet (peace ao d blessings of Allah be upon 
him) took my hand and observed : ”0 Mu'adh! I lore thee’, 
and then proceeded to affirm: “O Mu'adh! ! I advise you that 
you should never miss uttering the following words after each 
prayer : 

dUillp j— L jO, hjSi ^1 



Allahumma a'innl ‘ala dhikrika wa ehukrika tea hvani 
ibadatika. 

0 Lord! help me in remembering Thee, in expressing grati- 
tude to Thee and in worshipping Thee in the best manner. 

Will of the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) : 

Hadrat Shaddad b. Aus (God be pleased with him) states : 
“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
advised me : Shaddad ! when you see the worldly people busy 
in amassing gold and silver, you should gather the blissful 
treasure by uttering the following words off and on” : 

' ji iiJj-Liij 'J'b j olJji auLL.i ji pii 

^ , , > . .4 

illj.iL* 

XuGlJ jljiL* LiLJ j L+-.L- t_-L* iUll-lj 
li Uy-A j* ^ Jr* 0* 

CJI ill I jIU' UJ 

Allahumma innt o8'aluk-ath-thabata fll-amri wal-'azl- 
mati 'alar-rushdi wa aa’aluka thukra ni'matika wa 
huana ‘ibadatika wa aa'aluka qalban aallman wa Hainan 
sadiqan wa as'aluka min khairi mi ta'lamu wa a-udhu 
bika min aharri mi ta'lamu wa aataghfiruka limi ta'- 
lamu innaka anta ‘allamul ghuyiib . (Muanad Ahmad) 

0 God ! Behold, I beg of Thee steadfastness in keeping 
(Thy) command and firmness of resolution in (pursuing) 
the right course. I beg of Thee (the feeling of) thankfulness 
for Thy grace and (ability for) adoring Thee best. I beg 
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of Thee a sound heart and a truthful tongue. I beg of 
Thee the good of that whioh Thee Knowest, and I seek 
refuge in Thee from the evil whioh Thee Knowest I seek 
Thy forgiveness for all of my wrong* thou knowest. No 
doubt Thou knoweet all that is unknown to us. 

Prayer for Forgiveness and the Favour of Allah 
Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) states that 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
while bequeathing a will to Hadrat Salman Farsi (God be 
pleased with him), had observed: “I wish to bequeath a few 
words to you. Beseech the Most Kind in these words. 
Rush towards the Most Kind and offer prayer to Him in 
these words day and night : 


i (J <1— dJUt-l (jl ^ | 111 
*j**-*j U-L tij jL>- 

(fSViJiji) uiiijj'ii. 


Allahumma innl as’aluka sihkatan fl Imanin wa tmanan ' 
fi husni khulqin wa najahan yatba,uhii falahun wa rah- 
rnatan minka wa ‘afiyatan wa maghfiratan minka wa 
rewind. (Tabrani, Bakam). 

0 God! Behold! I beg of Thee vigour and health in my 
faith, and effect of faith in my dealings and behaviour 
and success leading to peace and mercy from Thee; and also 
•eourity, forgiveness and Thy pleasure. 

Prayer for Purification from Sins : 

Hadrat Umm Salama (God be pleased with her) narrates: 
“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) used to offer the following prayer ; 
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•-• - • • S l„ 

(js^ I*^^ 4 ) « ‘“tO^Lj (jw OjU< 

Allahumma naqqi qalbl mina-l-khatayd kama naqqaita- 
ththaubahabyada min-ad danas. Allahumma ba'id 
baini wa baina khati’atl kami ba’adta bain-al-mashriqi 
wal-maghrtb . (Moajam Kabir). 

0 Qod! clean my heart from sins, just as you clean white 
cloth of dirt. 0 God! cause as great a distance between 
mo and my faults, as there is between East and West. 

Prayer for the Attainment of Respect among the People : 

J jM-U' 

/UloAummaj’alnt saiwran waj’alnl thakuran uxy’aZnf fl 
‘ainl eaghfran wa ff a’yuninndsi kabir a. 

0 Allah! make me patient and thankful to Thee, and make 
me small in my own eyes, but great in other peoples eyes. 

A comprehensive Prayer : 

Hadrat ‘Aisha (God be pleased with her) states: “It so 
happened once that when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
4>f Allah be upon him) came to see me I was engaged in offering 
worship. The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) needed me immediately but I was delayed, where- 
upon the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be upon 
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him) observed: 'Xiaha, you should utter brief end comprehensive 
prayers. When I came to the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) I submitted: “0 Messenger of 
Allah! (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) 1 Teach me 
a brief and comprehensive prayer". The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: "You should 
utter the following prayer: 


L. s_ir jliji ^ jjsLL\ Jl m 

•* • * - * i. * M 

-C 111 'ar‘ <SJ<. plfl |»J Uj 4-t. C_J_a 

p>! jJUj C-JpU aJ>.\2 

B " ' •* • - c .a, a „ _ ^ | 

jUJI ^ dl JjJ L4JI C'j 

' ' * « 

* ***’“ '*■' j*pji J)> jp i-fii l-j 


(_l d. rtOI l_a 


^ dL i j_pl j _u>v. 


<r ru ) ■ ^du jdu .ui' t, 

Allahumma inni as’aluka min-al-khairi kullihi •Sjiliht 
wa ajilihi ma’alimtu minhu wa ma lam a’alamu wa 
a'udhu bika min-ash-sharri kuUihi • ajilihi wa ajilihi 
ma • altmtu minhu wa ma lam a'alamu wa asalukal- 
jannala wa m2 qarraba ilaiha min qa-alin au ‘amalin wa 
‘a’udu bika min-an-nari wa ma qarraba ilaiha min 
qaulin au • amalin wa as’aluka mimmd sa'alakabihl 
Muhammadun wa a'udhu bika min ma ta’awwadha 
minhu Muhammadun wa ma qadaita l! minqada'in 
fa'j'al iqibatahu rushda. (Hakam) 
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O Allah! I ask of The© all the good which is in the present 
or in the future, and I ask of Thee paradise, and the works 
and deeds, which would take me nearer to the same, and I 
seek refuge in Thee from Fire and the works and deeds 
which would take me nearer to the same. And I ask of 
Thee that which was sought by Muhammad, and I seek 
refuge in Thee from that regarding whioh Muhammad 
sought Thy Protection, and that the end of all Thy decrees 
above me should be good. 


Prayer for Holding Firm to Islam : 

Idplj Uili ML p-fUl 

I — p ^ — I Nj lA_»l J VLi 

, IjL— «L>- 


A llahummahfazni bil-ial&mi qa'iman wahfaznl bil- 
islami q&'ldan wahfazni bil-isl&mi r&qidan too Ut tushmit 
bf'aduwwan haaidS. 

0 Allah! maintain my faith in Islam, while I am standing 
or while I am sitting or while I am lying and let not the 
enemy, the envious pass sarcastic remarks about me. 

Prayer of a New Convert to Islam : 

Hadrat Abu Malik Ashja'i (God be pleased with him) 
reports: “My father narrated that whenever a person 
embraced the religion of Islam, the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to teach him 
Salat and also the following prayer” ; 
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i j 'j’j 1 j sf* r^ u ’ 

AtlahvmmaghJtT 11 iwrkom.i, «»««,»«- 

0 Allah! lorgive me, have mercy on me, guide me, grant me 
pea oe and give me sustenance. 

Prayer for the Avoidance of Dlaaenaion end Immorality : 

• m* » - > >* •• 

• jVJ-Mi ^ r* 111 

oLiiiy (jiiiii i. V u* 

. jiiv 


AOoAohmu iani «■**« 4ito mi. ««»tor«-iI-oU.M?i 
mol-o'omoli mol-oW i. AIIoAnmmo »»»> .'odhtt hita 
min-ash-thiqaqi wan-nifaqi wan su-il-akhldq. 


OAll.hl leeekr.ftag.in Th.o from evil moral, deed, 
and deeiree. 0 Allabt Behold, I look refuge m Thee from 
Bohism, hypooricy and evil morals. 



Darud and Salam 


Invocation of Peace and Blessings on the Holy Prophet 

(p. b. n. h.) 

Invoke peace and blesBingB of Allah upon your venerable 
benefactor Hadrat Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). Truly, we can make no recompense 
for his countless favours and limitless love and affection. 
What we can do, however, is to invoke the peace and blessings 
of Allah on him with the deepest sense of reverence, love, 
devotion and loyalty to his person We should pray to God, 
“Creator! Your Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) had to suffer terrible torments in his task of com- 
municating your message to us. He (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) took great pains to guide us on the path of right- 
eousness. Creator 1 We can make no return for this favour. We 
implore You, 0 Creator ! to shower Your boundless bene- 
factions upon the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), 
to exalt him in Your favour ; to protect his religion from 
the onslaught of** falsehood ; to extend his religion and to 
bestow upon him a higher rank than all other favourite 
companions of Yours in the eternal world.” The Holy Qur’an 
enjoinB upon the Muslims : 

(J* 4il 01 

(® ^ l aJa I 

Innallaha wamaldikatahu yuasalluna alannabiyyi yd ayyu 


44Q 
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halladhina Smanu tallii ‘alaihi wa sallimu tasllma. 

(53 : 56) 

Lo 1 Allah and his angels, shower blessings on the Prophet 

0 ye who believe I Ask blessings on him and salute him 

with a worthy salutation.” ' 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him observed to Hard at Ubayi b. Ka’b (God be pleased 
with him) : 

"Obayi ! If you devote all yonr time to invoking peace 
and blessings of Allah upon the Prophet, God shall take it 
upon Himself to provide for your sustenance in this world 
and in eternity.” (Musnad Ahmad) 

Hadrat Anas b. Malik (God be pleased with him) narrates 
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed : 

“A person who invokes peace and blessings of Allah 
on me is recompensed by Allah in the following manner : 

“Allah showers blessings on him ten times. Allah 
adds ten virtues and erases ten vices from his record of 
deeds. And Allah elevates his rank by ten grades.” (Nasa’i) 

In addition to this, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) affirmed : 

“The angels oontinue to invoke the blessings of God upon 
a man aa long as he devotes himself to invoking peace and 
blessing of Allah upon me.” 

(Ahmad and Ibn Majah) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed ; 

“The man who hears my name mentioned yet fails 
to invoke the peace and blessings of Allah on me is a miser.” 

(Tirmidhi) 
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 0 
him) declared the person most deserving of the honour of his 
companionship and attendance in the life hereafter who invokes 
the peace and blessings of Allah on him the most, 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: 

•‘The person who invokes peace and blessings of Allah on 
me the most, will he the best deserving my companionship 
and attendance on the Day of Judgement". (Tirmidhi) 

There is a Blight variation in the wordings of the texts 
of the invocation of peace and blesBings of Allah which the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he upon him) 
taught to the illustrious companions (God be pleased with 
them) on various occasion.. You may use any of these texts. 

The text which is generally recited in worship and which has 

been declared as the most propitious one by Hadrat 'Abdullah 
b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) is as follows : 


- - S - J il -* * - * I » * ' 

Jc .1 -x, Lis' J' Jej J-* J"* 
lijC pii . 11* dlil J' JpJ 

+** + *»•*•*•* i* ■ "■ 

. X* JU>- dJM ^1/1 <■>' 


Allahumma sail* ' aid Muhammadin wa'ald aali 
Muhammadin kamd aallaita ‘aid Ibrahlma tva 'aid aali 
Jbrahfma innaka Eamidun Majid. Allahumma barik 
• ala Muhammadin wa'ald aali Muhammadin kamd 
bdrakta ' aid Ibrahlma wa ‘aid Sli Ibrahlma innaka 
Bamldun Majid. Sitta, Musnad Ahmad). 



O Allah! Shower Thy mercy upon Muhammad and the 
followers of Muhammad, as thou didst shower Thy mercy 
upon Abraham and the followers of Abraham! Behold Thou 
art Praiseworthy, Glorious! 0 Allah! shower Thy bless, ng 
upon Muhammad and the followers of Muhammad, as Thou 
didst shower Thy blessings upon Abraham A the followers 
of Abraham Behold, Thou art Praiseworthy, Glorious. 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Maa'ud (God be pleased with him) 
observed to the people: "you should invoke peace and bles- 

sings of Allah on the Holy Prophet in a proper manner. Who 

knows this invocation may he printed before the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
people requested him to teach the proper invocation to them. 
Thereupon he observed: "You should recite the invocation 
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Allahummaj'al salataka wa rahmataka wa barakatika 
‘aid eayyid-il-mursallna wa imam-il-mut-taqlna wa 
khaiim-in-nabiyyina Muhammadin 'abdika wa raaulika, 
imam-il-khairi wa qa’ id-il-khairi warasii l-ir-rahmati, 
Allahummab'athhu maqaman yaghbituhu bihil-awwalun. 
AUahumma salli ‘ala M-uhammadin wa ' ala aali Muha- 
mmadin kamd sallaita ‘ala Ibrahima wa ‘ala aali 
Ibrahima innaka Bamidun Majid. Allahumma barik 
'ala Muhammadin wa * ala aali Muhammadin kamd 
barakta ‘aid Ibrahima wa ‘aid aali Ibrahima innaka 
Bamidun Majid. ( Ibn-e-Majah ). 


God! Shower Your favour, blessing and benefactions upon 
the lord of Prophets, leader of the pious and the seal of 
Prophets, Muhammad who is Your servant, Your Messen- 
ger, a model of Good, a guide to peace and a Messenger t of 
Blessings. God! elevate him to an exalted position which 
may he the eDvy of his predecessors. GodI Show Your 
blessings to Muhammad and the progeny of Muhammad as 
You blessed Abraham and the progeny of Abraham. 
Truly, You possess the purest attributes and are Great. 
God! Show Your favour to Muhammad and the progeny 
of Muhammad as You showered favour on Abraham and 
the progeny of Abraham. Truly, you possess the purest 
attributes and are Great”. (Ibn Majah) 

Hadrat Abu Mas'ud Ansari (God be pleased with him) 
narrates: “Once Bashir b. Sa'd (God be pleased with him) 
submitted to the Holy. Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) : In what manner should we invoke peace and 
blessings of Allah on you? The Holy Prophet (peaoe and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) remained silent for a while and 
then observed: Say these words: 



IIS dJI OwJl-Jt j isj'-l L - 5 ’ 

“ ' * » •« 

<( 4 -> •■*’? 

Alldhuma aalli ‘aid Muhammadin wa'alaali Muhammadin 
kama sallaita ‘ala aali lbrahima wa batik ‘ aid Muhammadin 
v>a ‘ala aali Muhammadin kamd bdrakta ‘aid lbrahima 
fil-'dlamlna innaka Hamidun Majid. (Muslim). 


0 Allah! ehowe'r Thy mercy upon Muhammad and the 
followers of Muhammad as Thou didst shower T y 
mercy upon the followers of Abraham! Behold! 
Thou art Praiseworthy, Glorious. 0 Allah! shower Thy 
blessings upon Muhammad and the followers of Muham- 
mad, as Thou didst shower Thy blessings upon Abraham 
in the worlds. Behold Thou art Praiseworthy, Glorious. 



The Suppllication 
of Sacrifice 

Lay down the animal parallel with the direction of the Qibla 
and utter the following prayer first: 

Jl jJkui iS-UJ J' 
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. ii.j lu *^jj 1 ool-Ji ^ ufj in U-J 

/nni wajjahtu wajhiya lil-ladhi fatar-as-samaioati wal- 
arda hanlfan wa ma ana min-al-mushrikin. Inna 
salat i wa nusuki wa mahyaya wa mamati lillahi rabb- 
it-' alamin. La aharika lahu wa bidhalika omirtu wa 
ana min-al-muslimin. AUahumma laka wa minka. 

Behold I have turned my face earnestly towards Him Who 
originated the heavens and the earth and I am 
not of polytheists. Behold, my salat, mine offering, my 
living and mine dying are all for God, Lord of the worlds. 
No partners hath He, concerning this I have been bidden 
and I am of the Muslims O God! ( I offer this) to you and 
You gave it to me. 

After reciting this prayer, Say j \ — ^ ' 4ll *i)l 

•Biemillahi Allahu akbar'. (In the Name of Allah Who is Great) 
and out the throat of the animal with a sharp-edged knife. 
Having performed the slaughter, read this prayer: 
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ur cL5j 

. S^ivaJI U.4_;_lp i*JLj»j 

Allahumma taqabbalhu minni kamd taqabbalta min khall- 
lika Ibrahlma tea habibika Muhammadin ‘alaihimaa- 
saldtu was-salam. 

"God I Accept this sacrifice offered by me as Thou accepted 
the sacrifice offered by Thy friend Abraham and that 
offered by Thy loved one Muhammad. May peace and 
blessings descend upon both”. 

Although it is permissible to let someone else perform the 
slaughter of your saorificiaJ animal, yet 1$ is better if yon 
perform this act with your own hands. While you perform the 
slaughter, try to think and feel in the same way as you express 
through the words you utter at the time of sacrificing the 
animal i. e all that we have got belongs to Allah and it is all 
to be spent in His way only. The act of sacrificing the 
animal in His name is in submission to His will and if ever 
required we shall readily sacrifice even our own life in the 
way of Allah and shall be grateful to Him that He con- 
ferred upon us the honour of martyrdom by affording us 
an opportunity to shed our blood in His namo. 


1. If the animal is jointly shared by several partners, say y-* 
instead of and then announce the names of all partners. 



Aqiqa Prayer 


Aqiqa’ refers to the goat or ram which is sacrificed on 
behalf of a new-born child on the seventh day after his birth. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: 

"On the seventh day a name should be prescribed for the 
child. Its hair and all filth should be removed and sacrifice 
should be performed on his behalf”. 

Before sacrifcing the aaimal, first make it lie down parallel 
with the direction of the Qibla and recite the prayer whioh is 
uttered at the slaughter of a sacrifioial animal i.e. from * 
Jl 'to * <iL» j <iU ’ Afterwards Bay * jS~ I .Jil ^ > 
and out the throat of the animal with a sharp-edged knife and 
then recite the following prayer: 

CJuJLj \-+S ci-ip »Xjk ^ — 4UI 
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Allahumma hadhikl aqlqatu ...taqabbalKu leamd 

taqabbalfa min hablbika Muhammad in wa khaUlika 
Ibrahlma * aldiHimas-saUttu wassaldmu damuhi bidamihl 
lahmuhd 6tloAmtAl aha’ruhi bitha’rihl azmuhd bi-azmiht. 
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“O Allah! This is the Aqiqah of* Accept it as 

Thou accepted the ‘Aqiqah offered by Thy loved one 
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
by Thy friend Abraham (peace be upon him). The blood 
of this sacrifice is ransom for the blood of the ohild, its 
flesh is the ransom for the flesh of the ohild, its hair are a 
ransom for the child’s hair and its bones are the ransom 
for the child’s bones. God! Accept it”. 

The people who possess means must offer sacrifice on behalf 
of their. children. ‘Aqiqah is a desirable sacrifice. Two lambs 
or goats on behalf of the male child and a single goat or lamb on 
behalf of the female. It is permissible also to sacrifice a single 
goat on behalf af a boy. However, for those who lack means, 
it is certainly improper to perform the sacrifice by begging 
loans. 

Nonoooked ‘Aqiqah meat may be distributed. It is preferable, 
however, to send cooked meat to the beggars, the poor and 
your neighbours. On the eve of the ‘Aqiqah of Hadrat Hasan 
(God be pleased with him), the Holy Prophet (peace and bles- 
sings of Allah he upon him) instructed: “Send one chopped leg 
of the animal to the midwife and eat the rest yourself and feed 
others”.- (Abu Dawud) 


1. Insert the name of tb# ohild whose ‘Aqiqah is being performed after 
the words. 



The Taravih Prayer 


The word ‘Taravih’ is the plural form of ‘Tarviha’. 
‘Tarviha’ denotes the period of rest and relaxation at the end 
of every four Rakahs of prayer. It is in this context that this 
supplementary prayer of the month of Ramadan is called 
‘Taravih’. Tarviha, i. e. to pause and relax at the end of every 
four Rakahs of prayer, is a Sunnah. 

The following prayer Bhould be recited during ‘Tarviha’ : 




CjjSiUlj iUUJI 


. ijJLiJ'j i » la» llj 
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SubHana dhil-mulki wal-malakut. Subhana dhil - 
izzati wal-'azmati wal-haibati wal-qudrati wal-kibri- 
ya’i wal-jabarut. Subhan-al-malik-il-hayyil-ladhi Id 
yanamu wa Id yamutu, subbuhun qudduaun rabbuna via 
rabb-ul-mald’ikati war-rith. Allahumma ajirna min- 
an-ndri yd mujlru yd mujlru yd mujlr 

“Pure is the Ruler and the Sovereign. Pure is the Exalted 
and the Supreme, the Awesome and the Powerful and the 
450 
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Great Wie.der of Authority. Pur. i. the .Immortal 
Sovereign Who neither .l.ep», nor will ever dun Purest 
| and free from all blemi.he. i, our Su.ta.ner Who u> the 
Provider of angela and of Gabriel. _ D . „ 

God'. Grant us asylum from the Fire of Hell. O Protec- 
tor, O Protector, 0 Protector’. 


Offer the ‘Taravih' prayer in congregation and if possible 
listen to the ..citation of the full teat of the Holy Quran 
during ‘Namaz*. Offer ‘Taravih* behind a 'Hafiz (the one who 
ha. memorised the full teat of the Holy Quran) who recites 
the Qur'an with full reverence, devotion and eagerness in 
moderate pace and with proper pan... and correct accent, eo 
that the listeners do not get t.red and the Qur an may be 
recited «o clearly as to make every word of it audible and 
diatinet. It i. a great injuetice with the Holy Qur’an to read it 
rapidly without understanding a. if you are trying to get 
rid of a burden. The Book of Allah deserve, to be read with a 
will devotion and concentration pondering over it. meaning 
and implication, and trying to gr».p it, real .en.e and .pint. 
Similarly the 'Taravih' prayer muat be offered with ease 
and concentration showing no haste and hurry To perform 
Baku and Prostration in rapid succession without knowing 
what is being uttered amount, to sheer di.reg.rd of the 
objectives of prayer and mining the r.li.h of real t..le and 
enjoyment of worship. 



Qunut-i-Nazila 


Whenever, God forbid, the Muslims are faced witha critical 
situation and the menaoe and terror of the enemy has over- 
come them, they should reoite Qunut-i-Nazila during prayers, 
especially in the course of the dawn prayer. After the second 
Rakah of the morning prayers, recite the following prayers in 
the standing posture before performing the prostration. Tradi- 
tions reveal that this prayer was recited during worship by the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
his illustrious companions (God be pleased with them) at criti- 
cal times, they offered this prayer especially during morniug 
worship: 

— * — - • -• - • 
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^4 llahummahdind flman hadaita wa ‘dfna fl-man ' dfaita 
u>a tawallana fl-man taioallaita wa barik land fi-ma 
a’ataita wa qina aharra mi gadaila fa-innaka taqdi wa la 
yuqda ‘alaika innahu la yadhillu man walaita wa la 
ya'izzu man ‘ddaita tabarakta rabband wa ta’dlaita 
naataghfiruka tea natiibu ilaika, Allakumma ‘adhdhib-il- 
hafaratal-ladhlna yatudduna ‘an sabUika wa yukadhdhi- 
buna rusulaka wa yuqatiluna aulia'aka, Allahummaghfr 
lil-mo’minina wal-mo’minit , uxil-muslimlna wal-musli-^ 
mat, wa aslih dhdta bainihim wa allif baina qulitbihim, 
ivaj'al /> qulubihim-ul-imdna wal-hikmata wa thabbi- 
thum ‘ala millati rasulika aallal-ldhu ‘alahi wa sallam 
wa auzi'hum an yufu bi’ahdik-al-ladhf ‘ahadtahum 
•alaihi, wansurhum ‘ala ‘aduwwxka wa'aduwwihim ildh- 
al-haqqi waj'alna minhum. 

0 Allah! guide us amongst those whom Thou hast guided 
aright, and preserve us among those whom thou hast 
preserved. Include us amongst those whom Thou hast taken 
under Thy protection. Bless us in that which Thou hast 
bestowed upon us and protect us from the evil of that 
which Thou hast ordained, for it is Thou Who ordainest 
and none can ordain against Thee indeed 1 Never is he 
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abased whom Thou takest as friend and non© is respected 
Whom Thou takest as a foe. Blessed art Thou Our Lord 
and exalted. We ask repentance from Thee and turn to 
Thee ; O Allah! send torment upon the unbelievers, who 
prevent us from following Thy way and refute Thy 
messengers, and fight against Thy friends. Allah! grant 
forgiveness to us and to the Faithful males and females 
& Muslim men and women and bring reconciliation 
among them and foster affection (for one another) in their 
hearts and bless them with conviotion and insight and 
make them firm and unwavering followers of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
enable them to fulfil the pledge You have taken from them; 
help them against Thy enemies and against their enemies 
0 Real Deity ! hear our prayers and deal ns with these 
people l" 



Prayer for the 
Fulfilment of a need 


Whenever any need, big or small, arises, you should 
stand before God and offer two Rakahs of superoragatory 
prayer, (Salat al-Hajat). Afterwards, offer thanksgiving and 
praise to God and invoke peace and blessings upon the Holy 
Prophet. Then utter the following prayer. There is every hope 
that God will not reject your prayer. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: 

“When someone seeks fulfilment of a need from God or 
man, he should first carefully perform ablution, say two Rakahs 
of superoragatory prayer and then offer thanksgiving and praise 
to the Lord; afterwards, he should invoke peace and blessings 
of God on the Holy Prophet; and finally utter this prayer to 
God; 
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La ildha illallahul-kalimul-karlm. S-ubhanallaki rabbit- 
'arthil-'azim. Wal-hamdu lillaki rabbit-' Mamin. 

At'aluka mujibati rahmatika wa ' az&'imi maghfiralika 
wal-ghanlmata min kulli birrin wat-talamata min 
kulli itkmin la tada 1 li dhanban ilia ghafartahu wa la 
hamman ilia farrajtahu wa la hajalan hiya lalca ridan 
Hid qadaitaha ya arhamar-rakimln. (Ttrmtdh*). 

There is no deity save God the Clement the Bountiful. Glory 
be to God, Lord of the Magnificent Throne! Praise be to 
God, Lord of the Worlds! I beg of Thee the means of 
(obtaining) Thy mercy and securing Thy pardon ; 
participation in every righteousness and protection from 
every sin. Leave no tin of mine unforgiven no anxiety 
unrelieved and let no need of mine unfulfilled where- 
with Thou art pleased O Thou the Most Merciful of Those 
who show mercy 1 



Prayerfor Memorizing 
Qur'an 


To learn the Holy Qur’an by heart and to memorize ita 
text for ever you should offer the prayer which was taught 
to Hadrat ‘ Ali (God be pleased with him) by the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) 
reports: “Once we were sitting in the company of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) when ‘Ali 
(God be pleased with him) arrived and complained about his 
memory: 0 Messenger of God (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon you) l My mind does not retain the verses of the Qu’ran. 

I cannot remember what I have learnt previously”. The 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: 

„0 Abul Hasean ! Let me teach you a prayer which will be 
of benefit to you and to those whom you will teach this prayer 
and having learnt this prayer whatever you commit to 
memory shall be retained and you shall always remember it”. 
Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) submitted : “O 
Messenger of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) 1 
Ho teach me this prayer”. Whereupon the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed 
concerning this prayer: “Say this prayer on Friday night 
and offer it on three, five or seven Thursday nights in 
succession. By the Will of God, this prayer will prove efficaci- 
ous. I swear - by His Name Who has entrusted me with the 
Religion of Truth, this prayer by the believers never goes 
unanswered”. 

,Coptinuing his narration, Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas 
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(God be pleased with him) says: “Five or seven Thursday 
nights had passed when Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) 
came to the company of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) and submitted: “0 Messenger of God 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! Before this 
whenever I memorised four verseB, my memory failed me 
when I tried to reproduce them. Now, however, the 
position is that I memorise forty verses and when I wish to 
reproduce them, it appears as if the Book of God is lying open 
before me. Similarly, I used to hear a tradition and later failed 
to reproduce it but now I hear several traditions and retain 
them so well that I hardly miss a single word while reproducing 
those traditions". 

On hearing this, the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “I swear by the 
Lord of Ka'bah that Abul Hassan is a true believer”. 

giving detailed instructions about this prayer, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: 
"Say this prayer on Friday night. When the sons of my 
brother Ya'qub requested him to pray for their redemption, 
Ya'qub replied : "Yes, I shall offer a prayer for your redemp- 
tion shortly . Ya'qnb meant that he would pray for their 
redemption on the next Friday night. So ‘Ali ! Rise at the 
hour of ‘Tahajjud’ on Friday night, for this is the most pro- 
pitious time for the fulfilment of prayer; one’s soul is eager at 
this time and the heart is fully devoted to God. If perchance 
you are unable to rise in the later part of the night, get up at 
midnight. If you can’t wake up at midnight, then offer four 
Rakahs of supererogatory prayer in the first watch of the night 
in the following order: In the First Rakah, recite Surah 

Fatiha and after this Surah Yaseen;l in the second Rakah, 
recite Surah Fatiha and Surah Ad-Eukban.2 in the third 
Rakah, read Surah Fatiha with Surah Alif Lam Mim Sajdah;3 
and in the fourth Rakah, recite Surah Mulk 4 after Surah 


I, Sura-30. 2. Surab-44. 3. Surah-32. 4. Surah-07 



Fatiha. Afterwards, haring recited ‘Attahiyyat’ and offered 
Salam on both sides, offer thanks to God and pra>'.o *lim. 
Invoke God’B peace and blessings upon the Holy Prophet and 
allother Messengers in a proper manner. Implore Him to 
grant redemption to all the believing men and believing women 
and offer prayer for the salvation of those brethren who pre- 
ceded you in faith. And finally say this prayer: 

j i . i . 1 J — j 
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4-j J—AJ 0ly (_£jd_««0 O (^— !■-* >i» p ^ 

vi Pp Vj'L^i P P p*! v Uu jlJ 

(c£-U jJl) . ^JaaJI <pl 4ll» VI 5j» Vj Jy>Vj C-J1 

A llShumtnarhamni bitarkil-ma'dai abodan ma abqaitanl 
uarhamnl an atakallaja ma la ya'nlnl warzuqni Kutnan- 
nazri fl-ma yurdika ‘annl. Allahumma badl'aesamawali 
wal-ardi dhaljalali wal-ikrami wal-'izzatil-lati Id tur- 
dmu as’aluka yd Allahu yd Rahmanu bijalilika wa niiri 
wajhika an tulzima qalbi hifza kitabika kamd ‘allamlanl 
icarzuqnl an atluwahu ‘alan-nahwil-ladhl yurdika ‘annl. 
Allahumma badVaa-aamSwdti wal-ardi dhaljalali wal- 
ikrSmi wal-'izzatil-latl Id turamu. Aa’aluka yd Allahu 
yd Rahmdnu bijalalika wa niiri wajhika an tunawwira 
bikitabika baaari wa an tutliqa bihl lisdni tea an tufar- 
rija bihl 'an qalbi wa an tashraha bihl sadrl tea antagh - 
sila bihl badani fa-innahu Id yu'lnunl ' alal-haqqi ghai- 
ruka wa la yu'tihl ilia anta wa la haula wald quwwata 
ilia bi-llahil ‘Aliyil-’azlm. (Tirmizi). 

0 Godl Be Thou gracious unto me by enabling me to 
eschew sins altogether as long as Thou suffereat me to lire; 
and have meroy upon me lest I concern myself with ought 
which is of no consequence to me. And vouchsafe me the 
aesthetic sight which will cause Thee to be well pleased 
with me. 

0 God! Originator of the heavens and the earth Lord of 
Majesty and glory and of Might is comprehensible! I 
beseech Thee O god, 0 beneficent Lord in the name of Thy 
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Majesty and of the Light of Thy countenance to cause mine 
heart to retain Thy explaint as Thou hast taught to me. 
And grant that I may reoite it in suoh manner as will 
cause Thee to be well pleased with me. 0 God, 
Originator of the heavens and the earth, Lord of Majesty 
and Bounty anfc of Might Who is unchallengable. I 
beseech Thee O God, 0 Beneficent Lord! in the name 
of Thy Majesty and of the Light of Thy countenance, to 
illuminate my Bight with Thy soripture, make my tongue 
fluent with its words to oomfort mine heart therewith, to 
make me fully receptive to it and to wash my body olean 
with its blessings. For indeed, None aideth me in 
(attaining) the truth besides Thee and now giveth it unto 
me besides Thee. There »a no strength nor power save 
in God, the Exalted, the Magnificent. 



Prayer of gaining under- 
standing of the Qur'an 

The favourite worship of the pious is to recite the Holy 
Qur’an and to meditate and reflect upon its meaning. Love 
of Qur’an is proof of attachment to God as it is also a means to 
establish communion with God. The believer obtains spiritual 
bliss by contemplating and meditating on the meanings of the 
Qur’an and it is through this process only that he seoures aooess 
to the founts of wisdom contained in the Qur’an. 

The Holy Qur’an is undoubtedly an easily comprehensible 
Book. As regards obtaining guidance from it and carrying oat 
its injunctions, the teachings of the Holy Qur’an are very 
simple, clear and free of all ambiguity or complexity of 
meaning. However, to grasp its inner meanings and signifi- 
cance and to derive wisdom from it, it is imperative that 
you should study the Qur’an after having fulfilled all the condi- 
tions and obligations for gaining comprehension if it; refleot upon 
its contents with sinoere application and never adopt a careless 
and listless attitude towards the Book, but study it constantly 
for the rest of your life. 

It is quite natural that at certain points during study, yen 
will oome across a text upon which you wMl deliberate long and 
hard without arriving at any one interpretation which your 
mind will accept. You will then feel at a loss. But if you are 
a devoted student of the Qur’an, don’t ever feel dejected or lose 
heart, nor should you entertain any impudent notion of level- 
ling critioism upon the Holy Book- And feeling hopeless, don’t 
abandon the praotioe of deliberating and meditating upon the 
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meanings of the Qur’an. On the oontrary, you should turn 
towards God with full concentration and reposing complete trust 
in Him you should seek His aid in the unravelling of this 
problem. Do not make an impudent bid to make a whimsical 
exposition of the Qur’an or to give it an interpretation which 
conforms to your ideas. Like a true seeker of Truth, stick to 
the meaning which the text of the Qur’an makes plain and pray 
to God in extreme humility and with a sense of helplessness: 
‘0 God! Eliminate my confusion; make the true meaning 
manifest to me and let my heart be oontent with that inter- 
pretatation and meaning whioh is really true.’ For this 
purpose, recite the Holy Qur’an rather loudly but distinctly 
with pauses in the course of supererogatory prayers at night. 
Offer the prayer reproduced below. It is hoped from God that 
the prayer will prove efficacious. 

Tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) observed: “Any person who offers this prayer while in a 
state of sorrow and distress, God shall alleviate his suffering 
and bestow upon him felicity and rejoicings.” 
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Allahumma innl 'abduka, ibnu ‘abdika, ibnu amatika 
ndait/ati biyadika , midin fiyya hukmuka, ‘adlun fiyya 
qad&'uka, as'aluka bikulli ismin huwa laka, sammaitu 
bihi nafsaka an anzaltahu fi kUabika au ‘ allamtahu 
ahadan min khalqika awisla'tharta bihl fi ‘ ilmil-ghaibi 
‘indaka an taj'alal-Qur'ana rabl a qalbl wa nura sadri 
wajala'a huzni wadha haba hammi wa ghammi. 

( Musnad Ahmed, Ibn-Hiban) 

“God! I am Thy olave. I am the son of Thy bondman 
and the son of Thy bondmaid. My brow is in Thy grip. 

I am under Thy command. Thy judgement in regard to 
nio is just and fair. In the Name of all Attributes appli- 
cable to Thee and all Attributes which Thou hast reserved 
for Thyself, or those which Thou hast revealed in Thy 
Book, or have transmitted to one of Thy creatures or have 
kept them hidden in the treasury of the unseen with Thee 
in the Name of all these Attributes I implore Thee to 
make the Holy Qur’an the joy of my heart, the light of my 
bosom, a panecea for my distress and a cure of my sorrows 
and perplexity”. 

The narrator of this Tradition Hadrat ’Abdullah ibn 
Mas’ud (God be pleased with him) states that the people 
submitted to the Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) : “Shall we learn this prayer”! Whereupon the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blassings of Allah be upon him) 
observed: “Any one who hears this prayer, must learn it and 

memorise it”. 



The Friday Sermon 


The Friday sermon is an extremely effective and disciplined 
means of arousing Islamic sentiments, keeping the Faith alive 
and carrying out the duty of remembering God constantly and 
in an orderly manner It is a unique religious institution 
designed to remind the Muslims of their obligations each week 
in a perfectly natural way and to inculcate in them a sense 
of the requirements of religion and an impassioned spirit to 
serve Islam. But you can make an effective use of this 
institution only when yon address the congregation in their 
vernacular. 

As regards the second sermon, it must be delivered in 
Arabic; however, the first sermon ought to be delivered in a 
speech which the audience can understand. It is proper for 
you to prepare a brief but comprehensive address on the 
requirements of religion in the context of current offairs and 
try to develop the mind of the people and rouse them to action 
each week regularly and in a disciplined manner. If for some 
reason it is not possible for you to prepare an address yourself, 
you should at least read the Arabic text and deliver its meaning- 
ful translation in the vernacular of your audience. Among the 
Arabio texts, your best choice is a sermon delivered by t.ho 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) or the 
illustrious companions (God be pleased with them). Below are 
reproduced quotations from the authentic speech of the Holy 
Prophet (peace .and blessings of Allah be upon him). One of 
these is the historic sermon which he (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) delivered on the first Friday after his 
migration to Medina. The second address contains an 
eloquent call to the Muslims to acquire a deep sense of the Holy 
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Qur’an and to deliberate and ponder over its meanings 
constantly for it is impossible to bold on to religion without a 
firm attachment to the Holy Qur’an. 


The First Sermon of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) in Medina. 
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wahdahu Id sharika lahu wa ashhadu anna Muhammadan 
•abduku wa rasuluh. Artalahu bilhvdd wannuri 
walmav-i-zati ‘ala falratin minar-nuuli wa qillatin 
minal ilmi wa dalalatin minanndai wanqiiai'n mina- 
zamdni wazunuwwin minaasa’atl wa qurbin minal ajali 
wa man yuti-‘illaha wa rasulahu faqad raahada wa rrtan- 
ya 'aihima faqad ghawi wafarrata wa dalla dalalan ba'lda. 
Ualkum bitaqwalldhi fa-innahu khairu m3 ansa bi-hil- 
mualimu. Almuslima an yahuddahu 'alal dkhirati wa an 
ya’murahii bitaqwalldhi fahdharu. Ma hadhdharakum- 
ullahu min-nafaihi wala afzala min dhalika naalhatan 
wala afzala min dhalika dhikran wa inna taqwallahi 
liman amila bihl aid wajalin wa makhafatin min rab- 
bihi auna sidqin ala md tabghuna min amril dkhirati wa 
man yualihilladhi bainahu wa bainallahi min amrihl 
fissirri waV aldniyati Id yanwl bidhdlika Hid wajhallShi 
yakun lahu dhikran fl ‘djili amrihl wa dhukhuran fl-md 
b’adal mauti hina yaflaqirulmar‘% ilia md qaddama wa 
md kdna min sited dhalika yawaddu lau anna bainaha 
wa bainahu amadan ba'ldan wa yuhadhdhiru kumullahu 
nafaahii walldhu raufun bil’ibddi walladhi aadaqa 
qaulahu wa anjaza wa'adahu la khulifa lidhalika fa- 
innahu yaqulu 'azza vajalla md yubaddalul qaulu 
ladayya wa md ana bizalla min lilabldi fattaqullaha fl- 
djili amrikum wa djilihi fisairri wdl-‘ aldniyati fa- 
innahu man yattaqillaha yukaffir'anhu aayyi-dtihl wa 
yu'azzim lahu ajra. Wa man yattaqillaha faqad fata 
fauzan azlma wa inna taqteallahi yuwaqqi ‘uqubatahu 
wayuuiagqi aukhutahu wa inna taqwallahi yubayyidul 
wujdha wa yurdirrabba wa yarfa'udarajah. Khudhu 
bihazzikum wald tufarritu fl janbillahi wa qad allamakum 
ullahu kitdhahu wa nahaja lakumsabllahu liya'alamallad 
Kina .aadaqd wa ya'lamal kddhibln- Fa-ahsanu IcamS 
ahaanalldhu ilaikum wa ‘ adu a'atl&ahu wa jdhidti fillahi 
hatfqa jihddihi huwajtabakum wa aammdkumul mualimlna 
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liyah-lika man halaka ‘an bayyinatin wa yahya man hayya 
bayyinatin wa Id quwwata ilia billdhi. 

Fa aktharii dhikralldhi wa'malu limd bd'adal yaumifa 
innahu man yuslihu ma bainahu wa bainallahi yakfi- 
hilldhu ma baina hit wa bain-an-ndti. 

Dhdlika bi annallaha yaqdi alan ndsi wa la yaqddna 
alaihi wa yamlibu minan ndsi wa la yamlikuna minhulldho 
akbarii wa la quwwata ilia billdhil azim. 

“Thanksgiving and Praise be to Allah. I pay Him grati- 
tude. I invoke His aid. I beseech His Forgiveness and 
seek Guidance irom Him; and I put my faith in Him; and 
I disbelieve Him nor and I consider him as my enemy who 
disbelieve Him. And I bear witness that there iB no deity 
except Allah; He is Alone and has no partner; and I bear 
testimony that Muhammad is the servant of Allah and His 
Apostle, Allah sent him with guidance, light and exhorta- 
tion and instituted him as His Messenger at a time when 
the office of Prophethood had long remained dorment; the 
light of true knowledge had faded; evil was dominant; 
society was in a state of upheaval; doom was banging 
overhead; nnd death was hovering over the head of each 
man. Hence he who believed in the Messenger and obeyed 
Allah and His Messenger was righteous. And he who 
defied the both went astray, trangresBed limits and fell 
into shortsightedness and having lost the path of 
righteousness advanced far into wrong. 

I instruct you to fear God. The best counsel that a 
Muslim can offer to another Muslim is that a Muslim 
should persuade . the other to make provision for the life 
hereafter and urge him to fear God* Fear God as 
hath He ordained you to fear Him. Hence no 
exhortation is better than this, nor can there be a 
better reminder. The fact is that awe and fear of God is 
the real aid to secure a propitious destiny in the eternal 
world for the man who passes his life in oonstant fear 
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Mighty and the Exalted affirms: “My word suffers no change 
and I neyer do the least injustice to any of My people”. 
Hence fear God in all the public and private affiairs relating to 
this world or the life Hereafter. Verily Allah redeems the sins 
of a person who fears His wrath and He enhances the reward of 
snch a person to the maximum degree. And he who constantly 
fears Him achieves the highest success; and behold, the fear of 
God saves man from His punishment, protects him from His 
wrath and behold the fear of God makes your faces radiant 
and lively ;it pleases the Lord and elevates the man before God 
Almighty. 

So, gather virtues of your share and never fail, or lack 
in submission to His Commands, especially when He has taught 
you what is right and* what is wrong through His Book and 
has guided you to the right path. This is to differentiate the 
truthful from those who are liars. Behave well with the 
people, as Allah has treated you with kindness. Consider 
His enemies as your own, and strive hard in the way of Allah. 
He haB chosen you and has designated you ‘Muslim’, so that 
one who is to perish should meet his doom with manifest 
reason and logic and one who is to live, should live with 
manifest reason and all power and authority rests in Allah and 
Allah alone. 

So, ever* remember and mention Allah and mind your 
deeds and actions keeping in view the day to c^me ; for the 
man who sets the matters between him and the Almighty, Allah 
suffices him in all the matters between Him and the mankind 
because Allah deoides the fat© of the mankind and the man- 
kind wields no authority over Him. God is the Master of every 
thing that men possess; men exercise no power on any- 
thing divine^ He is Paramount and there rests no power but 
with Allah”. 

Advice to Develop Interest in the Qur’an 
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yudlUhu fala hddiya lah. Wa ath-hadu an Id ildha 
illalldhu Id tharika lahu. [ Inna ahaanal haduhi kitdbul- 
lahi qad aflaha man zayyanahuUd.hu fl qalbihl tea 
adkhalahu fil islami ba'adai-kufri wakhtdrahd * aid ma 
siivdhu min dhadlth inndsi. Innahu as daqul hadlthi tea 
ablaffhuAu ahibbu man ahabballdha tea ahibbulldha min 
kulli qulubikum tea Idtaqsu ‘alaihi qulubdhum. 

* U'obudulldha tvala tuihri ku bihl shai-an. Ittaqullaha 
haqqa tuqdtihi tea eaddiqu tdliha md ta'amaldna bi- 
afwdhikum wa tuhdbbd biraukilldhi bainakum wassaldmu 
‘alaikum wa rahmatullahi. (Ijat ul Quran : 476) 

'‘Verily, thanksgiving and praise are doe to Allah alone. 

I offer Him gratitude and praise and beg His aid; and 
we seek asylum with Him against our misdeeds and 
wrongs committed by us. Whomsoever He guideth (and 
He guideth only those who really look for His guidance) 
no one can lead him astray. Whomsoever He deflects from 
the right path (and He deflects only those who yearn not 
the guidance) no one can guide him aright. 

I bear witness that there is no deity save Allah. He is 
Alone. He has no partner. 

Verily, the best word is the Book of God. Indeed, 
successful is he who adorns his heart with the word of Allah 
and whom Allah has favoured with Islam and turned 
him away from pagamsin and who preferred the word of 
Allah over all the human thinking and theories. Verily 
the word of Allah is the truth, most impressive and 
most effective. Love him who loves the word of Allah 
Develop real love and attachment with Allah with your heart 
and soul. Let not the recitation of the word of Allah 
and remembering Him bore you and let not your hearts 
be indifferent and adamant to the word of Allah. Worship 
Allaff^. alone ; and attribute none as His partner or associate, 
fear Him ever to the extent He should be feared. Confirm 
your pious deeds by your words also i. e. say what is proper 
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and beaming of you ; and lore each other for the oatue of 
Allah and in total sabmiwion to Him. May Peaoe and Mercy 
of Allah be upon you J 

The Second Sermon 
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Alhamdu lillshi hamdan kaslran vrassaldtu wasaaldmu 
‘ala raaulihi araalahulldhu ehahldan wa nadhlra.- Wa 
ddiyan ilalldhi bi-idhnihl wa airajan muniran wa 
‘aid alihi wa aehdbihi wa aallama tasUman kaslran 
has fra. 

Amma ba'adu-fayd-ayyuhanndsu Uslkum bitaqwallahi 
fa-inna taqwallahi mildkul hasandt. Wa-'alaikum bittd’ 
ati fa-innahu man yuti'illdha wa rasiilahu faqad fata 
faiizan azfma. 

Wa qdlallahu ta'ala fl kitdbi-hil-majid. InnallaKa wama 
Idi'katuhu yusalluna ‘ alannabiyyi . Yd ayyuhalladhina 
dmanu sallu ‘alaihi wa sallimu taslfma. 

Allahumma salli 'ala sayyidina wa maulana Muham- 
madin wa ‘ala alihi wa ashabi hilladhlnat-tabauhu fi 
sd'atil ‘ usrati . Allahumma amtir shadbiba ridwanika 
‘alas sabiqlnal aw wall na minal mnhdjirina wal anedri 
khususan aid afzalil bashari ba ’dalambiyai bittakqiq 
amiril mo'minlna sayyidina Abl Bakriniasiddiq 
radialld.hu ta’ala anhu wa ‘alal amiril mo'minlna 
sayyadind iimara nilfariiqi radialldhu ta’dlS ‘anhu. 
Wa ‘aid amiril mo’minina sayyidina 'Vsmanab- 
ni Affdn radialldhu ta’dlS anhu wa ‘aid amiril 




rno’minlna aayyidina ‘Ali-ibni Abl Tilth karramaliihu 
wajhahu tea ‘ali waladaihie-aa’ idaini aayyida shababi 
ahlil jannale al-Hasanu waUEuaaalnu ratjl allahu 
ta'ali ‘anhuma wa ‘ ali ummihima tayyidalinniaii ahlil 
jannati Fitimatazzahrai radi allahu ta'Sla ‘anhd wa ala 
8diris sahibati waltibvlna ridwanullihi la' Hi ‘alaikfm 
ajmaln' Allakummanaur man naeara dlna Muhammadin 
aaUallihu ‘alaihi wa eallam t caj'alni minkum wakhdhul 
man Ichadhala dina Muhammadin aallallihu' alaihi waaal- 
lam wala taj'alna minhum ‘ibidullahi rahimalcumuUahu. 
Innallaha ya’muru biV adli t oal ihaini wa USi dhilqurbi 
wa yanhd anil fahshai wal munhari wal baghyi ya'i- 
zubum. la’allakum tadhalekarun udhleurulliha yadhkurknm 
wad'ihu yaatajib lakum waladhikrullahi la’ ali a'ula wa 
aula wa a’azzu wa ajallo wa ahammv wa a'azamu wa 
alcbar. 

The praise is due to Allah, the abundant praise, and be- 
nediction and peaoe be upon His Messenger whom Allah haB sont 
as a witness, a warner and an inviter towards Allah with His 
mandate and as a radiant light and may peaoe and abundant 
peace be on his progeny, followers and Companions. 

Thereafter, 0 mankind, I exhort you to fear God, 
for verily fear of Allah is supermost virtue and inoumbent 
upon you is the obedience. And verily he, who obeys 
Allah and His Messenger, achieves great success, Allah, the 
exalted, has deolared in His Dignified Book (the Quran) ; 
Verily, Allah and His angels invoke benediction on the Apostle, 
so, O ye who believe, invoke blessings on him and seek abund- 
ant peace for him. 


Allahl Bestow on our Master and our Lord Muhammad 
and on his progeny, followers and his companions who obeyed 
him in adversity. Allah! Shower Thy perfect pleasure on 
those who excelled (to affirm faith) amongBt the emigrants 
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And the helpera, particularly on the unanimously admitted 
the moat excellent of mankind, next to the Prophets, the 
Amir of the believers, our master, Abu Bakr the most 
truthful (may Allah be pleased with him) and on the Amir of 
the believers, our master Umar AUFarooq (may Allah be 
pleased with him) and on the Amir of the believers, our master, 
Usman b. Affan (may Allah he pleased with him) and on the 
Amir of the believers, our master, Ali (may Allah glorify his 
face) and on his two noble sons, the masters of the youth of 
the inmetes of Paradise Hasan and Husain (may Allah be 
pleased with both of them) and on their mother, the leader of 
of the ladies of the paradise, Fatimataz-Zahra (may 
Allah be pleased with her) and on all the companions of the 
Holy Prophet and their successors (may Allah he pleased 
with all of them). 

Allah 1 Qrant success to those who uphold the way of 
life taught by the Deen of Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and make us amongst them; and humiliate 
those who humiliate the teachings of Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and make us not amongst them.. 
0 servants of Allaht May Allah show mercy on you. Verily 
Allah, enjoins justice and kindness, and giving to kinsfolk, 
and forbids indecency, abomination and .transgression. He 
exhorts you so that you always remember. Remember Allah, 
He will remember you (in adversity) Pray unto Him, He 
will respond to you. Indeed, the remembrance of Allah is the 
most high, most excellent, most dignified most superior, 
most grand and the greatest. 



The Nuptial 
Sermon 


It is propitious to read a sermon at a wedding oeremony in 
order to explain the significance of ‘Nikah’ (marriage contract) 
in divine law, and to bring home to the parties the require- 
ments and heavy responsibilities imposed by this contract. 
With a view to derive the maximum benefit from the sermon, 
it is advisable for the preaoher to translate the sermon and 
offer a brief exegesis of the text in the vernacular so that the 

assembly may fully appreciate the sermon. To this end, we 
reproduce below the text of the Nuptial Sermon along with 
its translation. 
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(iSjl~) 


Innalhamda lill&hi nastalnv.hu wa nastaghfiruhu w a 
na’udhu billahi min shururi anfusind man yahdihilldhu 
fala mudilla lahu teaman yudlilhu fald hddia lahu tea ash * 
hadv an Id-ilaha illallahu wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan 
‘abduhu wa raauluhu. Yd-ayyuhalladhina dmanut- 
taqulldha haqqa tuqdtihi wala tamutunna ilia wa 
antvm mualimun. 
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Ya-ayyuhtm nit atlaqi rabbakumulladki iUlaqakum min 
™fHn wahidatin wa khalaqa minhd naujaU wa baua 
mm httnia rijalan fafifron wa nitu'. Wattaqulla- 
nalladh! tasSaHuna blhi wal arham. InnaUaha Una. 
‘alaikum raqlba, 

Ta-ayyuhalladhina. amanuttaqulldhu wa qiilu qaulan 
sadldan yuelih lakum a’amdlakum too yaghfirlakum 
dhunubakum wa man yuti 'illuha wa rasulahu faqad 
fazafauzan azima. (Mxshkdt). 

qdla rasululluhi sallalidhu ‘alaihi waaatlam. 
Wallahi inni la akhshikum lillahi na atqdkum lahii wa 
laktnni aadmu wa u/tiru wa usalli wa arqudu wa 
atazawwajun niada' faman raghUm ‘an sunnati falaiea 
mtnni - (Bukhari) 

Allal> sloue ' 

. irom Him .lone; end we beneeeh forgiveness of our 

W ° »"«l™ ‘0 the pro- 

t«ot.o„ of Altai against th. evil, „f ont and agWMt a)I 

'' h ° m3, *’ r ° r Ail “ h on the etra.ght 

P ‘Maud Ho put „ hlm oaiy on {ha , traight Fath wh() s . mi) 

•oly desires to w.lk .l„„ g that way), no one can load him 
wtray. And whomsoever God deflects (and He deflects 
only him who yearns to be deflected), no one can put him 
on the straight path. And I bear witness that there is no 
deity except Allah and I testify that Muhammad is the 
bondman of Allah and His Messenger. 

0 Believers! Fear Allah, a, He should be duly feared- and 
die not save you be Muslims. 

0 mankind ! Fear the wrath of your Lord Who ereatod 
you from a single soul and from it created his spouse; and from 
them twain hath spread (all over the worldja multitude of men 
and women. Fear Allah, in Whom you claim your rights 
from one another and (be careful iu observing your duty to) 
the wombs (that bore you). /So! Allah is Watchful over you. . 
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0 Believers 1 Fear God constantly ; and utter what is 
fair and sound God, then, will rectify your deeds and oover 
up your sins with forgiveness ; and whosoever obeys Allah 
and His Messenger, he indeed shall secure a glorious sucoess”. 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) says. “By Godl I fear Allah more than all of yon; I save 
myself from the wrath of Allah more than do all of you; but I 
observe fast and sometimes I do not keep fast. I say prayers at 
night and I sleep also; and I also take women in marriage. 
Hence whosoever turns away from my way, he bears no relation 
with me”. 



Istikhara 


Do have ‘Istikhara’ on the ere of such important events 
of life as journey, Nikah {marriage contract), employment and 
in commercial matters. ‘Istikhara’ means 'to beseech good- 
ness and welfare’. When your mind is in doubt as to which 
aspect of an important and lawful problem is propitious for 
you, you must perform an ‘Istikhara’ and, then, adopt the 
course suggested by your heart, taking it as the will of God. 
Whenever you are confronted with an issue of extraordinary 
importance, and find it difficult to reach the correot decision 
and adopt the right course, perform two Rak'aha of superero- 
gatory prayer at any hour outside the unpropitious and 
forbidden timings. Afterwards, offer the ‘Istikhara’ prayer. 
Hadrat Sa‘d b. Abi Waqas (God be pleased with him) 
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) observed: 

"It is propitious for the progeny of Adam to beseech good- 
ness and welfare from God; and it is also propitious for the 
progeny of Adam to submit to the Will of God; and it is 
most unfortunate for the progeny of Adam if they do not 
beseeoh goodness and welfare from God and are not happy in 
the Will of God”. (Musnad Ahmed ) 

The Holy Prophet (peaoe and blessings of Allah upon 
him) also observed: ~ 

“One who observes ‘Istikhara’ is never disappointed; and 
the one who takes counsel is never put to shame; and the one 
who observes economy does not have to depend on others”. 
(Tabarani) 

Hadrat Jabir (God be pleased with him) states: “As the 
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Holy Prophet (p«« and blessing, of Allah be upon him) 
taught u. the Qur'an, so also he , peace and blessings of Allah bo 
upon bln.) instructed us to observe 'lstikbara' in every matter 
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to observe: When anyone among you is perplexed over an 
important matter, he should perform two Relt'ahs of super, 
erogatory prayer and then offer this prayer: (Bukhari) 

iiiLij <2 jj jj-i py )] 

I *** 1 Yf (Xj j-UI Vj iiili XlUi ^ 

f S- . » 

‘ CJlj 


is-t* J J ^ ,/il |J* J clr oi * |»T 

• - *>• >. > 

^ f J •j— iJ J i-JLpj j 

• — • • *, - , e„ y_,, , M , , 

J J j-t 'Oa jl jJU; OlJ 4i 
jjiJl J jOJIj C& dj ^li JJW j 

•- «j - . fi. 

* f «X~>- 


AUahumma innl attakhiruta bi’Umika wa aUaqdiruka 
biqvdralilca wa m’aluia ro.n fadlihal.’azimi fa-innaka 
taqduru wa Id aqdiru wa ta’lamu Id a’lamu wa anta 
'allimul-Ohuyyub. 

AUahumma in kunta ta’lamu anna hadhal-amra khairun 
lift dlnl wa ma'iahaiti tea ‘aqibali amri faqdurhu It wa 
yasstrhu li thumma barik li fihi wa in kunta ta’lamu 



anna hadkal-amra eharrun li fl dint tea ma'lshati tea 
dqibati amrl fasrifhu ‘annl toaerifni anku waqdurii- 
yal-khaira haithu ktina thumma ardinl bihl. 

0 Allah! I ask of Thee the good through Thy knowledge, 
and ability through Thy power and beg (Thy favours), out 
Thine infinite bounty. For, behold. Thou hast power; I 
have none. Thou knowest, I know not; and Thou art the 
great knower of things hidden. 

0 Allah! If in Thy knowledge thisl matter be good for 
my faith, for my livelihood, and for the issue of mine 
affairs, then ordain it for me, and make it easy for me and 
bless me therewith. But if in Thy knowledge, this matter 
be bad for my faith, for my livelihood, and for the issue of 
mine affairs, then turn it away from me, and turn me 
away therefrom and ordain for me the good wherever it 
be, and cause me to be pleased there with. 


At this point, the supplicant should describe his need in place of 
the expression or should think of his need while uttering. 



The Excellent 
Attributes of God 


The most authentic Mid safe means of achieving purity * 

soul and contentment of heart late devote yout tongue to the 

remembrance of God, to commemorate Hi. A*M *»■£ 
pver the significance of these Attributes, and ‘“ h “ rt ” 
yonrsef to absorb these Attributes in yonr mmd land heart 
perfect faith and arcareues.. The Holy Qur an affirms: 

i/, "j& l/i b’J i '• 




O 


Ya-ayyvhallodhlna imanudhkuruima dhikr an telArruu 
ica sabbihiihu bukralan wa aslla. • 42)- 

„ 0 Believers! Eemember Allah abundantly and no- 
mmemorate Him morning and evening”. 

o^p ili ^ 

Wa lillahil asmaul hutna fad’iihu bihd. 

And Surah ‘Sraf reveals: 

“And for Allah are excellent names. Invocate Him by them. 
The detail and vast significance of these names has clearly 
been revealed in the Holy Qur'an. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has also told us their 
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number and detail and pointing out the great reward that 
their retention in mind entails, he (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) has urged frequent remembrance of these Attri- 
butes. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has said: 

“God has ninety-nine one short of a hundred 

names. Whosoever preserves these names in his memory shall 
enter Paradise”. (Bukhari). 

The preservation of the Divine Attributes in your memory 
implies that you should understand their significance, absorb 
them, absorb their spirit and order your lives in conformity 

to them the best course to achieve this end is that you 

should recite the Qur’an with zeal and fervour; develop the 
habit to study the meanings of the Qur’an; and make it a 
rule to reflect upon and evaluate the mandate of the Qur’an 
regularly. Study also with devotion and concentration those 
Traditions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) whioh explain the meaning and significance 
of these Attributes of God. In addition, make it a point 
to recite such propitious submissions to Allah and prayers 
having sanction of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) with concentration and devotion as 
incorporate these Attributes of God. The scholars of the 
Qur’an have collected these ninety-nine excellent names of 
God from the text of the Qur’an itself. 

ALLAH *A\ 

This is the Personal Name of the Creator of the universe 
Who is the ■fount of all exalted virtues, goodness and 
blessings. No one ever has been called by this name before, 
nor is it lawful to call any one now by this name. Allah is the 
true object of all your devotions; to Him alono is due all your 
worship and sacrifice; and His protection is the only refuge 
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against all apprehensions. Hence cherish lore for Him in yonr 
heart, offer true worship to Him only, and put all your trust 
and relianoe upon Him alone. 

(ijJJI) . 4 )Lp- a_il 1^.1 ^JLMj 

Walladhlna dtnanu ashaddo hubban lillahi. 

(Al-Baqarah) 

“And those who believe, oherish deep love for Allah”. 

JS 0 • * • * • - • • , , , , e 
O Lai** 4)1 a-pLi i_»L£J( ,*L)I U_pl L»l 


( T ^ ) . ^iW I i <)i £j| 

/nno anzalnd ilaikal kitaba bilhaqqi fa'abudillaha 
mnkhlisan lahuddlnct ala lilldhiddinil khalit. (39 : 2). 

“(O Prophet, Verily, We have Bent down the Book to thee 
with truth. So, worship Allah alone, with pure devotion for 
Him. Know well that obedience and devotion ore the dues of 
Allah only”. 


.n. } « 


. . 4-j ii 1 Vj 4)1 -Up I jl 0^1 L*jl ^ 


innamd umirtu an a’abudalldha toa Id uthrika biht 


“Say, I have been commanded to worship Allah only and 
not to appoint any one as Hie Partner”. 


4)1 ^ e-j 


Wa ‘alalldhi falyatawakkalil mvtaioakkilun 
“And the trusting repose trust in Allah only”, 
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2. AL-RAHMAN 

He Who is very zealous in beneficence and Whose Mercy, 
knows no bounds; the one who out of His Mercy has bestowed 
great bounties on mankind. 

O 0L.JI <~%1p jLw'ifl (jJ>- 01 ^J5J 1 

Arrahm&nu aUamal qurUna khalaqal ineina ‘allamahul 

baySn, 

“The Rahman (Benificent) taught the Qur’an, created man 

and conferred on him the faculty of speech”. 

The greatest expression of God’s Benefioence is that He 
bestowed upon mankind such a supreme bounty as the Qur’an 
and then by conferring on man the faculty of speech, God 
elevated him to a distinctive position among the living speoies. 

3. AL-RAHIM 

He Whose Blessings are constantly descending, Whose 
perennial bounty never ceases. As in the world, man obtains 
sustenance, progresses forward, advances on the path 
of righteousness, and is enjoying an opportunity to act under 
the constant shade of God’s Blessings, so also in the eternal 
world the pious shall secure a life of peace and luxury in a 
comfortable abode like Paradise by the grace of this Attribute 
of God. 

. * .» • s . t j, . „ 

• 4*' 01 V .at! b\j 

Wa in ta’uddu ni'mataUahi la tuhsuha Innallaha 

laghafUntrrahlm . 
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"And if yon enumerate the bounties of Ood, you would 
not encompass them. Verily, He iB Forgiving, Merciful. 

C-UliJl ^L>- j-»wi tfJJl j* 

-• - • >>'- - » - .• ,i 

fj~t [*4 ':'* ** O ^>-j u6”j jyJl (Jl 

• Wj** Js\ j 

Howalladhl yuaalll 1 alaikum vamalSi’katuhii liyukhri- 
jakum minaz zulumiti ilannuri wa kina bilmo’minfna 
rahlma. Tahiyyaluhwm yauma yalqaunahu salamun wa 
o’ adda lahum ajran karfma. 

"It is He Who bestows blessings upon you and His angels 
(pray for blessings on you! in ordor that Ho may redeem 
you from darkness and bring you into Light; He is excee- 
dingly Merciful to the believers. Their salutation on the 
day when they shall meet Him will bo: Poace. And He has 
prepared for them a good recompense. 

4. AL MALIK diJI 

Beal King of the universe, Whose authority is supreme 
in both worlds. 

. JjJI dJUl (JLa-li 

Fato'&laliahul-maiilcul haqqu. 

"So, Supreme is Allah, the real King”. 

5. AL-QUDDUS J-jjJjt 
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Completely free from all defeots and errors. Hence the 
Law He has transmitted to ns is infallible. 

6. AS-SALAM *{£S\ 

Free from and immune to all foibles or failings. 

7. AL-MU‘MIN 

Saviour and protector from all calamities and torment*. 

8. AL-MUHAIMIN j'g ?\i 

Guardian Uf the creatures; He Who protects from sins. 

9. AL-AZIZ _>-jj kJI 

The only Bonroe of dignity and authority. One Whose 
sovereignty reigns Bupreme over all. 

(cT'Jt) • » >*-!! ilil 


Innal izzata lillahi jami'an {10 : 65) 
‘!Vorily, all Dignity is for God”. 

10. AL-JABBAR jU^JI 

Tie .11 powerful overlord, the Jfightj; One Who «et» right 
the destiny of His creatures. 

11. AL-MUTAJCABBIR 

Fount of grandeur and sovereignty; Who has no partner in 
sovereignty. ' 
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J$Ui diljT c ^ Vi Ui V iiJi Si 

<01 _jL>Jl j_j^j*JI 


(XT j-t»Jl) O OySj^J 

Hutmll&hulladhi la-il&ha illdhu Almalikul quddusua 
salamul-mo’minul-muhaiminulazizul jabharul Mutakab- 
bir. Subhanallahi ‘amma yushrikun. ( 59: 23) 

“He ia Allah, save whom the^e is no deity. The Sovereign 
Lord, the Flawless and the Holy One, Dispenser of Peace 
and tranquillity ;Guardian, Lord of all ; All powerful and 
Supreme; the Superb and Glorified over and above all 
they assign to Him as partners”. 

12. AL-KHXLIQ 

Repository of befitting powers and faculties and bestower 
of the beet form. 

13. AL BARI itfjCJl 

The nonsuch Inventor, who brings into being all from 
nonentity. 

14. AL-MUSSAWIR j^SLj i 

One who gives various shapes and forma to His creation, 

- »>>.,*• t 

(01 j+e- JT) CaS ^L>- jVI ti j* 

Huivalladhi yusawwirukum fil arhSmi kaifa yash&u. 

{3 : 6) 
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•‘It is He alone Who shapes you in the womb# of 
your mothers aa He wills (Al*‘Imran) 

% f j ,.*,,*> — c — - 

• ^ jjk- 

Wa iawwarakum fa-ahsana suwarakum. 

"He shaped you and shaped you well”. 

Vi *cSjW' ai y* 

(U >JI) 

BuwaWHiil-mlitul-bdri-ul-mnatamnni Iahul atmau’l 

“He i* Allah ; the Creator of the Onirorse, the origina- 
tor, the Artiit J all the good namea, indeed, belong to Him; 

15. AL-GHAFFAR jUijT 

All-Forgiving and All Foregoing. 

0 t, , - (t . A* - • A • - • A *A— 

. ljLii OS' ol C-li 

Fo quUustaghfi.ru rabbaleum innahu kana ghaff&ra. 

{! 71 : 10 ). 

“And I said: Seek forgiveness from Your Lord; He is All- 
Forgiving” 

A (.•' 

16. AL-QAHHiR jUAJI 

Full Sovereign and Perfect Authority over His 
oreatures. 
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17. AL-WAHID jlljjf 

ONE, Who has no partner in His Person, Attributes, 
Powers and Privileges. 

. i ^ji liiji 

Limanil mulk-alyauma lillahil wdhidil Qahhir. 

“In Whom doth the sovereignty vest this Day? In 
Allah, the One, All Dominant. 

18. AL-TAWWAB 

One who relents to His creatures and accepts the repent- 
ance of the wrongdoers. 

♦ « e > - - 

t-Ayill ja au! 0l ^ ^«lc- 

Thumma taba alaihim liyatubii inn-allaha huwat tawwabur 

rahlm. 

“God, then, turned to them So that they may repent 
In fact Allah is the Most Relenting and Most Merciful” 

19. AL-WAHHAB 

Selfless Benefactor; and Generous. 

* s - — -« « - - - *> » - „ • , - 

*3— tilil LiJ i, -A j 

JPo Aai Zarea min la-iunka rahmatan innaka antal 
wahhSb. 
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“Confer Thy Mercy upon us. Truly, Thou art highly 
Generous”. 

20. AL-KHALLS.Q 

Creator of everything, at all times and in all manners. 
Perfect Creator. 

' „ U * I* t « • . • -t - it ... S , *000 

. J*J Ji 

AwakmaKodA* khalaqastamdwSti wal arda biqddirin 
•aid anyakhluqa mislahum bald wahuwal khaUSqvl • aUm . 

“Has He, Who created heaven and earth, not the power to 
create the like 1 Why not! He is the Great Creator ■ and 
All-Knowing”. 

21. AL-RAZZAQ JtjJjt 

Generous Sustainer of His creatures ; Who meets all 
their needs and demands. 

22. AL-MATEEN „ 

All strength and Power. 

it ,• * » * t « 0» 0 , * 

. <Jlj jjl jjs Jil *i)i 

InnZM&ha huwarratz&qu dhulquvnoatil matin. 

“Verily, Allah is the Most Generous Sustainer, Mighty, 
Strong”. 
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23. AL-FATTXH £lIljT 

Fair Judge of His creatures Reliever of all hardships. 

24. ALALEEM 

Directly aware of every word and action, feeling and 
thought of His bondmen. 

j * „• , 

w/ ^ l-J-ij Lu.*i (J* 

O 

Qul yajm'au bainana rabbuna thumma yaftahu-bainana 
bilhaqqi «« huwal fattahul-’alim. 

“Say : Our Lord will assemble us; then He will Adjudicate 
among us with justice. Verily, He is the Fairest Judge, 
AU-Knowing”. 

25. AL-MUHtT Lj* J\ 

He Who' encompasses all creations; nothing is outside the 
purview of His knowledge and authority. 

•* • * • »« • >> - 
• J** J* 

Walldhu min waraihim muheet. 

“And AU^h encompasses them from every side”. 

26. AL-QADlR *j*xxS\ 

Has got fi^l -power and authority over everything. 
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*’ ° 5 -> Ji W ^ <> 


Annalldha ‘old kulli-skayinn-qadeer. Wa annallSha qad 
ahata bikulli shai’in-'ilma. 

(It is a fact) that Allah haa got full authority over every- 
thing and that His Knowledge encompasses everything. 

27. AL-HALIM 

Not eager to put people to torment; He Who allows every 
chance to the people to reform themselves; Extremely Tolerant. 

28. ALGHAFUR 


Most Forbearing; He Who covers up the faults and sins 
with His utmost Mercy . 

« t 

29. AL-AFUWW 


All- Forgiving. 


30. ALSHAKOOR 

One who folly appreciate* the good action, of Hi* bond 


3lj t o' o ' j ' 1 '-’ 11 ii —'- il 01 

i'll OB' ol .J-» ^ •>— »-i o 4 L^X—I o' 
(S \ > UllJ ■ 



Innailaha yumeikussamdwili wal-arda an tazula Wa ‘ 
la-in zilata in amsakahuma min ahadim min baadihi 
Innaku kana Hallman Ohafura. (35 : 41), 

"Verily Allah prevents the heaven and earth from collap- 
sing: and if they should oollapse, there is no one beside 
Allah Who can prop them up. Verily, God is the Most 
Forbearing and All-Forgiving”- 

»i j- s ~ - •>** .>•« ;i - - 

\jyjc- I jjp 4»\ jK* j ^s- l jin . j 01 

‘Asallahu an ya’afuwa ‘anhum toa kanalldhu * Afuwwan 
Ohafoora. 

‘‘May bo God will Pardon them. God is All-Pardoning 
All-Forgiving”. 

u ,> s, s > ,, 

jjiii Ujj £)1 Up ^ .*31 1 j\ Uj 

( rs >uii) jjO 

Wa qalul hamdulillah- il-ladhi adh-haba 'annal hazana 
Inna Rabbana laghafoorun ahakur. (35 : 34). 

“And they will say: All praise is due to Allah Who re- 

lieved us of our sorrow. Verily, Our Lord is All- 
Fogiving.MoBf Appreciating”. 

81. AI. 'AZIM ,'j T 

Great and Venerable in His Being and Attributes. 

t V{ ", ialljjl) . ii, Lj 


Fasabbih bismi rabbi ka-l-’azim. 
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“And you should constantly comemmorate the Name of 
your venerable Creator”. 

32. AL-WXSI 

All embracing, Most over-whelming, Most liberal bene- 
factor of His slaves. 

' d '.j ".CC jji o ^ g-b aij 

(tn ciiA i :>Ji) . b? ~if- uJ •** 

[Tullaju w&li’Un-’allm yo'ti! «*»>«■> ”"■» »«**«» 

wamanyo'fol hiknatafaqad Miya ihairan kathwa. 

(2 ; 268-269) 

"And AUfth is extremely Liberal, AU-Knowing. He confers 
wtalom on whomsoever He Will* .nd whosoever „ 
.warded wisdom, he in fact obtain, great goodness. 

33. AL-HAKIM Al-Hakimn 

The Most Wise controller of the whole system of the , 
universe and the affairs of His bondmen. 

'j ’-<1 J- y- j-1 Q* & ■ il 

. ), S a S - 

(f\ ; y*oll) O UJl tjvJUiJlj 

InndUaha liana oilman hakiman yudkhiluman yasM* 
fi ra hmatihi wazzalimlna a’aida lahum ‘adhabanolM 

“Truly, God is All-Knowing, All-wise. He admits into the 
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fold of His' Mercy whomsoever He Wills and for the oppre- 
ssors, He has prepared a painful torment”. 

34. AL-HAYYU 

Fount of Life. Immune from death, sleep or dozing off. 

. O jp JS" jJj 

Watawakkal ' Alai- Hay yilladhl la yamut . 

‘And repose your trust in the Ever- Lasting Who is never 
subjeet to death”. 

36. AL-QAYYUM 

Administrator and Maintainer of the universe. 

Allahu la-ilaha ilia htiwalhayyul qayyiim la ta'khu- 
dhuhu siuhlun wala naum. 

'Allah, there is no deity except Him. the Immortal, 
the Maintainer. He neither dozes off, nor sleeps'” (2 : 266) 

36. AS-SAMI 

Hearer of the petitions of His bondmen ; completely aware 
of His creatures. 

.87 AL-BASIR I 

Keeps watch over the deeds and affairs of His bondmen 
so that He may Judge between them fairly. 
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( y . ^>11) . c*- 11 j* * 


WallXku yaqdhl bil-haqqt 
diinihi la yaqduna bishai-in 
baalr. 


t ccUladhlna yad'una min 
InnaUaha kowassaml ul- 
(Al-mumin ! 20) 


‘•And Allah gives correct judgement. As regards those 
whom they invoke beside Him, they have no power to 
adjudieete. Verily, Allah i> All-Heering All Obeerving". 

38. AL-LATIF wAhJll 


Extremely Astute : Very minute in HiB plens end 
their execution. 

39. ALKHABlR 

He who fully keeps abreast of everything concerning His 
slaves. 

■ o J da j->- V" d ^ 4 ^ d' V' Jtf- 

0 - • ' ' 


y# hunayya »nna4o-in<aio mitkqala habbatin min 
khardalin fatakun ft s akhratin aupmmamlti au fil 
ardi yd'ti bihalldku. Innallaha Lalifun Khablr. 

(31 : 16) 

0 my dear son Lo 1 though it be but the weight of a grain 
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of mustard seed and though it be in a rook or in the heavens 
or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth. Verily Allah 
is subtle and aware. 

i 

40. AL-'ALIYYU J-JI 
Supreme and Highly Exalted. 

41. AL-KABIR 

Very Venerable and Great, Who has no partner or rival in 
Greatness. 

42. AL-HAQQ 

Whose existence is an und^hiable truth and its denial by 
anybody makes no difference. 

o • . <Jl . . t , • * > „ t. . - 

*-j ji L» Olj j»JI _>-* Jill OLj dUli 

. jj-XJl JJI Jil olj jtui 

Dhalika bi-annalldha huwal-haqqu wa anna md yad'una 
min dunihil-batilu wa annallaha huwal 'aliyyvl kdbir. 

(31 ; 30) 

“It is because Allah is the Reality and those whom 
they invoke beside Him are false and also that Allah is the 
Exalted and Great.” 

43. AL-MUBEEN 

He who unravels and vindicates the truth. 

j 9 ft i .< ,t t, ,« f 

(jjlM) . oj—Jl J»JI ^ Jll 01 OjaU/J 

Wa ya’alamuna annallaha huwalhaqqul mubln. 

(25 : 24) 
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“And they shall know that verily, Allah He is the 
manifest Troth. 

44. AL-MAULA 

Supporter and Sustainer of the believers. The True 
Master, One who meets all the needs of mankind. , 

45. AL-NASEER 

Helper and Supporter of the believers. 

• *- 

|iu) ■ 

Dhalika b i-annalllha mavlalladhlna Smanv wa annal 
lc&firina 11 maull lahum. (47 : 11) 

That ia beoause Allah is patron of those who believe and 
because the disbelievers have no patron. 

1 1 j-* 1 aii 

>, t 

(VA ^J') • 

Wa’atasimu billahi huwa maulakum fani 'mal maull wa 
ni'mannatlr. : 7S ) 

And hold fast to Allah. He is your Proteotor, what a blessed 
Patron and what a blessed Helper I 

46. AL-KAREEM 

Magnanimous Forgivet and Magnanimous in Dealings. 
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i 9 , • .* - •- - 5 - - ■* ' * • -4-1 

tfAJI O &kj-i vi! 1 — J ^ *-4i W 

,• 1 > - • ------4- - - --- 

*L-i U Oj_j_v» (J dU *j ii.y—*-* 

- - • - 

(A-*\ jtki> Nl) O dJ-t-Sj 

Fa-ayyuftal-tnaanu mo pAarraAo 6* rabbikal barimal - 
JadAt khalaqaka fasawwalca Ja-'adalalea fi ayyi turaiin 
ma shda' rakkabalc. ■' ®*^) 

“0 Man! What hath made thee careless concerning Thy 
Lord the Bountiful; Who created thee, then fashioned, then 
proportioned thee. Into whatever form He willed, He 
oasteth thee. 

i , 

47 ALGHANI y-^> 


Independent of all species of creatures and unmindful of them. 
48. AL-HAMEED -C— Zj' 


Praiseworthy in Himself: Who needs no praise or 

thanksgiving from any one. 


ill Olj j-i!s *■— a_ ~ .J jr^~i 


Wa man yashkur fa-innama yashkv.ru li-nafsihi ion man 
kafara fa-innallaha tjhanyyvn hamid. (31 ■ 12) 

“Whosoever offers gratitude, he offers gratitude for his 
own good and whosoever refuseth Lo 1 Allah is Absolute 
and Praiseworthy”. 
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49. AL-QAWIYYU i> JUI 

Mighty, before whom no power matters. 


Extremely strict Arraigner, whom nobody can dodge. 

OIL. 

> • «■ '* » j * • • * > *J * * "t" * 1 

JLj- 1— i j_i 40)1 ^1 -i—j 4&1 j*> *iil 


Ka-da'bi ili firauna walladhlna min qablihim 
Kafaru bi-SyStilldhi fa-akhadhahumull&hu bi-dhunubi- 
him. InnaUaha qawiyyun shadidul ‘iqdb. 

“Like the people of Pharaoh and those who preceded them 
they denied Bigns of Allah; and Allah arraigned them for 
their Bins. Verily, Allah iB mighty Powerful, strict in 
chastisement”. 

81. AR-RAQEEB 


Vigilant over the deeds and affairs of His servants. 


. LJj |*£1 p OK” 4)1 01 

Innalldha tana alaikum raqeeba. (4 : 1) 
"Verily, Allah is watchful over yon”. 

62. AL-QAREEB 
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Cloieet to Hia bondmen. 


83. AL-MUJIB 4 4 * « » 

Who entertains and grants the prayers of. His bondmen, 
f lull ijAJ Jst-jj-J (JUi (Jp ^Lp iLlU lilj 

(\A*\ syJl) . OIpj lil 


Wo idka ea’alaka ‘ibddt 'onnl /o inni qarlb. Ujfbu 
da'wataddSi idha da’Sni. ( 2 : 186) 


“And when My bondmen ask you about Me; (tell them) I 
am closest to them; I respond to the call of the oaller the 
moment he calls Me”; 


4 *. 




.K J-> (* 


Fagtaghfiruhu thumma tabu ilaihi. Inna rabbi qaribun 
mu jib, 

“So ask His forgiveness and turn in repen ten oe to Him. 
Surely, My Lord is near and responds (to the prayers)”. 

M. AL-WAKIL &¥> 


Who solves the problems of His bondmen and meets their 
demands and requirements. One who undertakes to fulfil the 
wants of mankind. 

( \ Vf uly»P cH) . 1 ■•-* • I^Lij 

WaqSlii kaabunallShu too ni’tnal wakll. 

(3 : 173) 

“And they said: Allah is sufficient for us, the best Sup- 
porter. 
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56. AL-HASEEB 

Who pats His bondmen to task and thoroughly 
scrutinizes all of their acts and deeds. 

(A! aUJI) o C~*- * iS y> JT Ja OlT 01 

InnaUdha kdna 'aid kulli ahai-in-haslba. (4 : 86) 

“Verily, Allah calls for account eaob and everything”. 


_L*JI 


66. AL JAMT 

Who will reshape the body with its particles and gather 
all His bondmen. 

• *•* s •„ 6 > ****** 

(OI^a JT) . v i-u V 


Rabband innakajdmi 'unnati li-yaumin Idraibafihi. 

[3 : 2 ) 


“0 our Lordl Surely Thou wilst gather mankind on t 
Day about which there is no doubt”. 


67. AL-QSDIR jJliJI 


Who has the capacity and power to accomplish every- 
thing. 

,, , * *• * , * f * * **•*•*•*>*•• * * •** 

o' jo ji £+ 4 - o' oljM' 


(t i T : oUiJl) 


f * ** * •*> 

aJUj y* 


Ayahmbul insdnu an lan . na'jma’a izamahu^ bald 
qadirina ‘ala an nuaavnciya bandnahu. (76 : 3-4) 
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“Thinketh man that We shall not assemble *his bones! 
Yea, verily yea. We are able to restore his very pores”, 

58. AL-HAFEEZ i i U nfi 

Saviour of His bondmen from all calamities and hardships. 

0 • . • - *i i « ■ " * 

• X X ^ 

Inna rabbi 'ala kulli shai-in-kaflz. 

“Verily, My Lord is the Protector of everything’” 

59. AL-MUQEET 

He who has full power to apportion fair Bhares amorfg 
creatures; the Sustainer. 

0 • 4 t « »> i » > ' " 

o y J-“ at ov > 

Wa kdnalUthu ‘ala kulli shai-in muqlta. 

“And God has the power to apportion a fair share to one 
and all”. 

60. AL-WADUD 

Who oherishes bouudless love for His bondmen. 

61 AL-MAJEED •***— » 

Venerable and Dignified. 

M -• *• *-• - 

(iMi ° S'* 

Wa hu-wal ghafurul wadoodu dhul-’arahil majid. 

(85 : 14 — 15 ) 

“And He is the Forgiving, the loving Lord of the throne of 
Glory”. 
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62. ASH-SHAHEED !,».») f 

Omnipresent; Omniaoiently aware of everything. 

• *4^ tf J-* 

Wall&hu ‘ala kulli ahai- in- shahid. 

“And Allah is witness of everything 1 ’. 

63. AL-WARITH ijljjl 

Real pwner of everything, whose ownership will never 
lapse. 

64. AL-MUHYI 

Bestower of life upon His creation. 

**'- *• > - > • > f • *, 

0? l y>^ t’lj 

Wa inna lanahnu nuht/l wa nomeetu u>o nahnul 
wariaun. {16:23) 

“And it is We who grant life or make one suffer death 
and We alone are the Real Successor’ . 

66. AL-WAL1YYU jjjf 

Patron and Supporter of the believers. 

66. AL-FATIR >UJI 

Creator of each and every thing in the Universe. 

WaJI j jj cjl u>j5lj j.[j 

Fdtiraa eamdwSti wal-ardi ant a t oaliyyi fiddunya wal 
akhirah. , 12 . m) 
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rh “" * rt - 

67. ALMALIK Suu3r 

1- .“1°™" 0f e ^ thi “* »** -tarn .a .re power. 

• ^i -^ 1 f -A *jjC 

Mililci yaumiddtn. 

"M«ter of the Dey „f Recompense". 

68. ALMUQTADIfi 

J2Z? everything, free from all sorts of 

69- AL-MALEEK 
All-Powerful King. 

4-i- X. Jo-, j—j ^ V • 

* * » 

(®« . -M 

O j-Ua* 

fnnoi muttaqlna fi janmuin ««, nahar fi mnn'nj- "■* • 

'•»*» maiikin muoiogir. •” ^ “* 

Verily, the God-fearing will diwell Am .w- . 
and fivers firmly established in th« t g garden* 

powerful King”. <,at * bl,sfled “ «* f.vonr of, ho All 

70, ALAWWAL JjVl 
He who pre-elisted of .11 ,h. cro.tions. 
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71 • AL-AKHI R ^’vT 

Wi0 will exi.t „« th . , nd of tte . ho]e crestiM 

72. AL-ZAHiK 

“ d 

78. Al-BiTIN 

JnTiiibl, and Hidden from' tie eye,; 

(f *.-^1) . >Ui; >VlJ JyVI ^ 

UA.y. ^ ZiKirxt m , lm „ 

^:::z::zr d ^ 

74. AL-QAHIH jalij'r 

Winding complete domination and anthority ova. Hi. 

• tij-* ^LiJl 

^o-Aumo^ yiAirii /ottja 

,,A ° d He ““P^fly dominate. Hi. bondmen”. 

78. Al-KAFI Jjkji 

« Wk0 *“ ‘8-^i, era, w 
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“Is. not Allah sufficient by Himself fop His bond men”. 

76. ASH-SHAKIR j-fUJl' 

Appreoiator of the struggle and deeds of His bondmen. 

. UJp I «&! 0K"j 

Wa kanalldhu shahiran 'allma, 

“And God is the Appreciator, All-Knowing”. 

77; AL-MUSTA‘AN dl+CJ jl 

The Being from Whom help is aonght. 

, Jl— 4))^ 

Wallahul muela'dnu, 

“And Allah is the only one from fahom help can besought”. 
7g. ALB AD EE’ 

Original Creator ; Unrivalled Inventor 

• Oj-*— Jl £ui*Li- 

BadVuS’Sam&toati tool ardi. 

Matchless Inventor of the heavens and the earth”. 

AL-GHAFIR iilAjf 

Fosgiver of sins. 

■ 1>>' J v 1 - 111 -A 

Ohafiridhdhanbi Wa qabilil-taubi 
“Forgiver of sin and Acceptor of repentance’ 
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80. AL-HAKIM J-T Cfl 

Ruler over Hi* creation; The only Authority and Law- 
giver. 

•i vi f-OJi a 

Inil hulemu ilia lillih. 

‘Sovereignty belong* to Allah alone” . 

81. AL-GHALIB 

Having full authority and complete cooti^l. 

v»* jS *3ii j 

Wallahu ghilibuu ' aid amrihi 
“And Allah haa complete control over Hi* operations”. 

82. AL-HAKAM 
Dispenser of full justice. 

Afgaqhair-allahi dbtaghi hakaman 
“And so! Should I seek a judge beside Allah”. 

’xcjsi a ja 

Afgaqhair-allahi dbtaghi hakaman 
“And so! Should I seek a judge beside Allah”. 

83. AL-ALIM *JUjf 
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Ij , JUiJI pip. 

Alimul ghaibi vxuhahahddattl-kablr-ul-mutacll, 

{ 13 : 9 ) 

“Knower of the unseen and the manifest, Great Exalted. 

85. AL-RAFP 

Who enjoys the moat lofty and Exalted ranks. 

■*» J , . s *• „ 

Hafl'uddarajSti dhul Arab 
“Of Exalted ranka, Lord of Throne”. 

86. AL-HAFIZ JuUjf 
Protector from calamities and aooidonta. 

• , +* , t, , 

. LJiJL*- jy>- ^|L* 

FallShu khairun hajiea. 

“So, Allah ia the Beat Protector”. 

87. AL-MUNTAQIM t ,fc ! - * T 

H. Who take* reveng. from Hi* .oemie, , nd (he 
Hia Faithful; 

• « , , , 

^ai LUp Li- OBj ^jjl ^ GJtJU 

Faniagomna roinaliadAJna ajramu wa kSna haqqan 
alaind naarul mo'minin. 
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"Then We wreaked vengeance on those who had committed 
offences and it was incumbent on us to support the 
believers. 

88. AL-QA'1M BIL QIST Js^M* 

Who administers justice and fairplay. 

89. AL-ILAH Ihff 

Deity, 9ave whom none deserves devotion. 

. VI '*JI V ^iLii I, wi- 

Qaiman bilqist la ilSha illahu. 

"One and the only Deity who administers justice and 
fairplay.” 

90 . al-hadi 

Who guides to the right path, Sender of the Prophet and 
the Book. 

, | isl ^ cl' ^ O'j 

. Wa ann&llSha la-hsdilladhlna Smarm ila siratin 
muslaqlm. 

"Surely Allah guides those, who believe, on to the right 
path . 
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“And Allah is Host Beneficent to His bondmen”. 

92. AN-NOOR jjllT 

Who illuminates both the worlds; Source of Light. 

. *-*>*-*J* jjJ 

Alldhu nurua aamStoSti ml ardi. 

“Allah is the Light of Heavens and the Earth”. 

93. ALAKRAM 

Noble and Dignified; Magnanimons in dealing with His 
bondmen. 

f>Hn 'JiZ'O 1 

Iqra'm rabbultal aleramu. 

“Read and your Lord is Most Beneficent”. 

9*. AL-'ALA JiVl 
Paramount and Supreme. 

• J-* j»— •' £-— * 

Sabki-hiemt rabbikal a’alS. 

Praise the Name of your Supereme Lord”. 

... 

85. AL-BARR Jl 

Who shows favour to His creatures; Munificent to His 
bondmen. 

H * L* ,<f* 

GjUO ■ 

Imabti huwal barrvrrahim 
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“Verily, He is the Most Munificent, Merciful". 

96. AR-RAB vJjT 

Sustainer and Guardian. He Who protects from all 
dangers and afford* all means of development to perfection; 
Lord; Master. 

I M - 

, <— > J <01 

Al-Aamdu lillaki rabbil 'alamtn. 

“Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds”. 

I , »- 

97. AL-HAFIYYU 

Most Mindful Benefaotor of His creation. 

s ~ ^ - r* 

. Li*- J i 0^* o'l 

Innahu kina bi hafiyyi 
"Truly, He is Most Kind towards me". 

98. AL-AHAD 

Unique, Unparallelled, Unrivalled, 'Who has no equal. 

99. ASSAMAD jSwJ\ 

Independent, relying on none; upon Whom all are depen- 
dent. 

U - - ~ * — >\ -> * 

. -U*aJl 4)1 O 4)1 j* J-* 

Qulhu wallahu ahad. Allih ut s amad 
“Say, He is Allah, the One Allah, The eternally besought 
of all”. 



Prophetic Prayers 
at a Glance 


Memorise prayerB incorporated in the Holy Qur’an 
and Traditions which are meant to be uttered on various 
occasions and at different timings round the clock and comme- 
morate them. Offer these prayers jegularly with sincerity and 
understanding, eagerness and concentration and with complete 
devotion until these prayers and supplications ’ become the true 
yearnings of your heart. To beseeoh God, to beseoeh con- 
stantly, to beseech in the words instructed by God and beseeoh 
what has been besought by His Beloved people— this is the 
glory of the pious and this alone entails Grace of Allah in both 
worlds. 

In pursuance of this ideal a selection of the prayers from 
the Qur’an and Traditions have been incorporated in this book. 
Since, however, these prayers are interspersed throughout the 
book under different headings in various chapters, the 
reader may find it rather difficult to trace them as and when 
needed for use or reference. Hence we are giving an index 
of these prayers. The prayers have been arranged in alphabeti- 
cal order with page numbers. 
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